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If seen at all, they!re usually a flash of brown and white as they quickly fly away, but 
persistence paid off as all members of the tour had this amazing view of a Yellow Rail  on 
the last morning at Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. 
 

A Tropical Birding Custom Tour 
Leader: Michael Retter 
All photos by the leader 

 
The Gulf Coast of Texas in April hosts a dizzying array of birds: up to 400 species either 
migrate through or breed in the area every spring. We covered the entire Texas Coast, from 
Mexico to Louisiana. This was a private tour for the Maryland Ornithological Society, so we 
were able to mostly skip coastal migrant traps and concentrate on the more southerly and 
westerly birds. Forgoing species like Blackburnian Warbler and Eastern Bluebird gave us 
time to concentrate on m9ore difficult local specialties like Muscovy Duck, Whooping Crane, 



Red-billed Pigeon, White-collared Seedeater, and Bachman!s Sparrow. Blue Bunting and 
Masked Duck were unexpected highlights. 

 
Day 1:  Houston to Rockport  
We rendezvoused at Houston Intercontinental mid-morning, and once the bags were in the 
van, we were headed southwest towards Calhoun County and its famous rice fields. 
Inevitably, Great-tailed Grackle was the first lifer for newcomers to the area. We saw the 
first of many Scissor-tailed Flycatchers  and Loggerhead Shrikes on the drive. Our first 
White-tailed Hawk , a stunning adult circling at low altitude right over the road, was ample 
reason to stop the van. As people piled out, the ÒooosÓ and ÒaahsÓ started on cue. Everyone 
agreed that this bird has to be one of our most stunning hawks. 
 

 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Loggerhead Shrike 

 
adult White-tailed Hawk Great-tailed Grackle 

 
A group of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks  flushed as we drove up to and stopped at the first 
rice field. The field held a nice variety of ducks and shorebirds, including a small flock of 
beautiful Wilson!s Phalaropes. A late female Bufflehead surprised us. We continued to 
cruise around the area, eventually finding a less flooded field that looked perfect for 



ÒgrasspipersÓ. Sure enough, the field was full of American Golden-Plover, Upland 
Sandpiper , Baird!s Sandpiper, and the adorable Buff-breasted Sandpiper . Gull-billed 
Terns were nearly constant companions as they hawks for insects over the fields. We 
witnessed the aerial prowess of a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher as it repeatedly dive-bombed a 
Boat-tailed Grackle . A large flock of blackbirds held a Yellow-headed Blackbird, often 
difficult to locate this time of year. 
 
Just a few miles south, we crossed the Òmagic lineÓ, where Red-bellied Woodpeckers give 
way to Golden-fronteds, Tufted Titmice to Black-cresteds, Downy Woodpeckers to Ladder-
backs, and where crows disappear altogether. We unloaded luggage and had a chance to 
rest a bit before getting supper in Rockport. For those new to the area south of the Òmagic 
lineÓ, the Black-crested Titmice  and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers  in the hotel parking 
lots were welcome lifers. 
 
Day 2: Whoopers, Laguna Atascosa, and Brownsville  
We had a leisurely start this morning (after 7 is leisurely for a birding trip, right?), our 
schedule dictated by the captain of the boat we were about to board. This boat trip may 
have been for the specific purpose of seeing a Whooping Crane, but it easily outperformed 
those expectations. We had amazing views of a whole slew of waterbirds, from Reddish 
Egret (both color morphs!) and American Oystercatcher  to Roseate Spoonbill  and 
Black Skimmer . A Peregrine Falcon was perched atop a buoy, possibly waiting for tired 
trans-Gulf migrants. A dark-winged scoter  in a large flock of Lesser Scaup was a nice find 
on this relatively late date. We stopped at one location to watch a singing Seaside 
Sparrow , only for both an American Bittern and a Clapper Rail  to appear. We found two 
groups of Whooping Cranes , one of which allowed us very close approach in beautiful 
sunlight. On the way back to the dock, a friendly pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins started bow-
riding. Soon we noticed that a couple adorable little calves were trying, and pretty 
successfully, to keep up with their parents. 
 

  
light and dark morph Reddish Egrets Whooping Crane 



  
Roseate Spoonbills Bottle-nosed Dolphins 

 
After checking out of the hotel and lunch, we drove south towards the Rio Grande Valley. 
The first planned stop was Laguna Atascosa NWR. We were delayed a bit, though, by a 
flock of the aptly-named Long-billed Curlew  along one of the entrance roads. We also 
noticed a few Chihuahuan Ravens  on the drive. 
 

We!d been keeping tabs on the local bird news and knew 
that both a Masked Duck and a pair of Blue Buntings were 
being seen at Laguna, so we immediately checked the 
status of both with the refuge staff when we arrived. We!d 
just missed the buntings by 10 minutes, we were told, but 
the duck had been quite obliging. We spent a good 45 
minutes searching for the Blue Buntings. Though 
unsuccessful, the attempt gave us our first experience on 
the tour of birding in Tamaulipan thornscrub. Soon, common 
but expressive birds like Green Jay , Golden-fronted 
Woodpecker , Long-billed Thrasher , and Couch !s 
Kingbird  were checked off the list. A pair of Altamira 
Orioles  posed in the top of a tree for us. 
 
Bunting-less, we headed off to Alligator Lake, where the 
Masked Duck  had been reported. We walked up to the 
lake, and there it was, floating in the open in the middle of 

the lake, odd behavior for what is usually a very secretive species. It was joined on the late 
by a few diminutive Least Grebes , and both species treated us to views of the white 
patches in their wings as they stretched and preened. On the way out of the refuge, we saw 
a car stopped on the road. Closer inspection revealed that they were photographing a 
Greater Roadrunner . What luck! 
 



  
Long-billed Thrasher Couch!s Kingbird: note the stout bill 

  
Masked Duck, Least Grebe, and Blue-winged Teal Green Jays are common in south Texas 

 
 
We hit my never-fail spot for 
Aplomado Falcon  on the way to 
Brownsville, and I!m happy to say it!s 
still producing! We found a male 
sitting on a fencepost alongside the 
road, but he flew to a tree a bit further 
away as we approached. Soon a 
female came to join him. Magnificent 
scope views were had of this graceful 
falcon, which didn!t even flinch at the 
herd of cattle that passed right by it. 
 
 

Dusk was approaching, so we had to get to Brownsville, where we found both Red-
crowned Parrots  and Green Parakeets  screeching overhead at an old standby location. 



We got out of the vehicle and found a dead palm that was home to both species. We 
watched as they squabbled and preened from holes in the side of the tree; then someone 
noticed a Black-bellied Whistling-Duck  sticking its head out of a hole further up the tree. 
Let!s hope that tree remains standing for a while! 
 

 
Red-crowned Parrots Green Parakeets 

 
 

Day 3: Laguna Atascosa, Sabal 
Palms, and Weslaco  
Having missed the Blue Buntings the 
day before, we found ourselves back at 
Laguna Atascoca. Eventually, two 
people did get short but good views of 
the male Blue Bunting , but for most, it 
was a frustrating experience. Since it 
was on the way, we went back to try 
for the Aplomados  again, and found 
the pair closer than we had before. 
Cassin !s Sparrows  were skylarking in 
the wind, and a few paused on the 

barbed wire to show us their subtle field marks. 
 
We enjoyed an authentic Tejano lunch of chicken, tamales, and tacos on the picnic tables 
at the Audubon Society!s Sabal Palm Grove Sanctuary. There, we found our first Buff-
bellied Hummingbirds  and Plain Chachalacas  at the feeders. We also found a total 
surpriseÑa pair of Audubon !s Orioles , a species usually found much further upriver, and 
even then, sometimes hard to find. 
 



Bellies full, it was off to Weslaco, or Frontera 
Audubon!s Chapman Woods to be precise. A 
Crimson-collared Grosbeak  had been seen 
here off-and-on for over a month, so we had 
to try our luck. We weren!t even out of the car 
when we heard the piercing whistles of its call.  
It was practically in the parking lot! By the time 
we!d all assembled to try to find it, the bird had 
moved on, but wouldn!t give up that easily. 
We spent an enjoyable afternoon and evening 
birding the preserve, ticking off some new 
species like Great Kiskadee . A family of Gray Hawks  circled overhead, periodically 
screaming for most of the afternoon. Pausing at the drip was well worth it, as everyone 
enjoyed stellar views of an impressive variety of warblers as they came in to drink and 
bathe: Northern Parula, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, Orange-crowned, Nashville, 
Black-throated Green, Black-and-white, Hooded, Kentucky, Wilson!s, and even the 
secretive Swainson !s Warbler ! A couple Pine Siskins dropped in for a bath, the last 
remnants of an impressive southward push of the species the prior winter. Meanwhile, a 
pair of Clay-colored Robins appeared on the sidewalk. Though we didn!t find the grosbeak, 
our determination paid off, as we witnessed the spectacle of hundreds of Mississippi Kites  
and Broad-winged Hawks coming in to roost for the night. 
 
For some, though, birding never really stops. Lesser Nighthawks  fed over our restaurant 
that night, and the Chase bank tower was still hosting the ever-faithful Peregrine, happily 
perched in the giant A. 
 

  
Great Kiskadee Plain Chachalaca 



Day 4: Weslaco, Estero Llano Grade, and Anzalduas  
We headed back to Frontera to look for the Crimson-collared Grosbeak this morning. 
Broad-winged Hawks gave a nice show as they departed their nighttime roosts. The Plain 
Chachalacas  showed why, while at first interesting, locals soon tire of their raucous 
behavior. With so many other birds to see, we had to give up on the grosbeak. 
 
We acquired permission to enter the 
restricted area of Estero Llano Grande 
State Park, where a Rose-throated 
Becard had been seen most of the prior 
winter. While we didn!t find the becard, 
we did see some Mexican Bluewings (a 
striking butterfly) and the escapee Black-
throated Magpie-Jay which had also been 
frequenting the area. Wild or not, it was 
still an impressive bird. The wetlands in 
the main part of the park held a nice 
variety of waterfowl, including a close 
flock of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks  and a handful of Cinnamon Teal. A friendly Sora walked 
right up to us while we scoped from the pavilion, and a family of Black- bellied Whistling 
Ducks posed on an emergent log. We also found an Anhinga and, thanks to the helpful 
park staff, a rare red-morph Pauraque  resting on the ground. On the way out, we stumbled 
across a female Green Kingfisher  conveniently perched over the canal next to the 
footbridge. 
 

  
red morph Pauraque Sora 



  
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks Female Green Kingfisher 

 
We continued upriver to Anzalduas County Park, where our main target, Northern 
Beardless-Tyrannulet  appeared on cue. Just north of the park, we were very lucky to 
stumble upon a tractor actively tilling an old onion field. Behind it were dozens of 
Swainson!s Hawks, in every imaginable plumage. We saw light, intermediate, and dark 
morphs of both adults and immatures. 
 

  
Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet adult intermediate morph Swainson!s Hawk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5: Saline–o, Starr County Park, and Zapata  
 
The morning started, as it does for those who 
wish to see Red-billed Pigeons and wild 
Muscovy Ducks in the US, standing along the 
Rio Grande at Saline–o. Ringed Kingfishers , 
once rare here, are now hard to miss as they 
noisily fly up and down the river. Both Altamira  
and Audubon !s Orioles  crossed the river, 
entering and leaving Mexico as they pleased. A 
couple hours passed, and while the ÒMexicanÓ 
Ducks and Ospreys were entertaining, we!d 
found neither of our targets. 
 
Finally, we spotted a dark bird atop a dead tree on the island upriver. Thankfully, not only is 
the island US territory, but the bird was a Red-billed Pigeon . Eventually, a small number of 
them appeared, and one flew directly towards us. Though common in Mexico, the species 
is usually quite hard to see in the US, and everyone was treated to amazing views as it 
passed almost directly overhead at low altitude. Spirits brightened, we continued our 
Muscovy vigil. I turned to say something to the person next to me, and lo and behold, 
caught sight of a Muscovy Duck  that had crept up on us from behind. We saw the bird just 
soon enough to see it passing by us, heading upriver with purpose. We happily watched as 
it reached the island and dived into one of the taller trees, never to be seen again. 
 

  
female Ringed Kingfisher with blue 
breast band and red wing linings 

male Ringed Kingfisher with red 
breast and white wing linings 



  
Muscovy Duck Red-billed Pigeon 

 
We were about to leave the moister regions of the Valley but still hadn!t managed to see an 
Olive Sparrow . Luckily, one was singing in the brush nearby. A bit of tape brought a pair 
right out in the open, where we were able to note their yellow alulas. We walked around the 
town square in Saline–o hoping to find a Hooded Oriole. A Bewick!s Wren was singing from 
a nearby tree, so we sauntered over to take a look. Back at the van, a pair of Hooded 
Orioles  had appeared in the flowering anacahuita tree. We happily watched as they 
plunged their heads into the large white flowers to get at their nectar. 
 

  
male Hooded Oriole Olive Sparrow 

 
Next stop, Starr County Park, a location famous for its open country and desert birding. En 
route we paused to look at a Verdin , which was singing from a telephone line. Nearby, a 
pair of Cactus Wrens  chattered from a small tree. Usually, Starr County Park hosts at least 
one Vermilion Flycatcher , and today was no different. He took off, puffed up, and 
ascended into the sky to unleash a torrent to bubbly notes. While we were quite impressed, 
the female below looked less so. Curve-billed Thrashers  and Pyrrhuloxias  were 
common, with males of the latter being a group favorite. We searched the patch of desert 



scrub for Black-tailed Gnatcatchers but were unsuccessful. Some handsome Black-
throated Sparrows  and a pair of Greater Roadrunners  more than made up for it, though. 
 
By the time we!d reached Zapata, it was quite windy, but feeling lucky, we hit the library 
pond to look for White-collared Seedeaters. Not a good choice, as it turned out, so we 
headed to lunch. Due to the wind (and 100¡ temperatures), we took a much appreciated 
siesta before heading back out before dusk. 
 
The seedeaters were again a no-show, so we headed to some desert outside of town, 
where despite the wind, we managed to turn up an Ash-throated Flycatcher  and some 
Northern Bobwhite. 
 

  
Cactus Wren Verdin 

  
male Pyrrhuloxia  Greater Roadrunner 

 
 
 
 
 



Day 6: Zapata, Laredo, and driving to Winnie  
With an early morning start at the Zapata 
library we were sure to find some 
seedeaters. Wrong. With now multiple 
unproductive hours there, it was time for an 
executive decision. The river was up so 
high, that the seedeater location in San 
Ygnacio was underwater, so we drove to 
precipice north of town that overlooks the 
Rio Grande and an extensive cane marsh. 
We heard a seedeater singing, but couldn!t 
find it, but there were some Crested 
Caracaras  there to entertain us. We did 
finally find one, but it was quite distant, and 
only a couple people managed to see it. Now, it was time for drastic measures. 
 
We drove to Laredo, which while none too 
picturesque, is home to a sizeable 
population of White-collared Seedeaters . 
After a good hour of crashing around in the 
cane, we finally flushed a small group of 6 
or so into a small tree, where they paused 
long enough for life looks and photographs. 
Fully satisfied, we had lunch and began the 
long drive to Winnie. An interstate overpass 
at a pit stop near Seguin produced a lifer 
for some: Cave Swallow where nesting 
overhead. By the time we!d reached 
Winnie, everyone was greatly anticipating 
the rightfully famous Cajun food at Al-T!s. 
 
Day 7: The Pineywoods, the Bolivar 
Peninsula, and High Island  
Since all the participants were from 
Maryland, we concentrated today on the 
Pineywoods specialties and southern 
coastal birds. We started the morning 
watching Red-cockaded Woodpeckers  
and Brown-headed Nuthatches , all the 
while being serenaded by the ethereal 
songs of Bachman !s Sparrows . With 



those three down, we headed straight for the coast. 
 
Bolivar Flats was first on our list of sites to hit, but the extremely high tide meant we were 
limited to the public beach. Thankfully, many birds had been pushed up there, including a 
fair number of Piping and Wilson !s Plovers . We had great looks at terns in breeding 
plumage, including some Royal Terns with exceptionally red bills. The freshwater ponds at 
Port Bolivar held Blue-winged Teal, Mottled Ducks , and a surprise: a White-cheeked 
Pintail! The pintail escaped from a local waterfowl breeder years ago and turns up to taunt 
many a birder from time to time. 
 
Further up the peninsula, the saltwater marshes were full of Seaside Sparrows . Nearby 
tidal flats were full of shorebirds, including a sprinkling of White-rumped Sandpipers, a 
species usually seen in freshwater. A little judicious tape-playing brought a Nelson !s 
Sparrow  in quite closely, and everyone was able to get very satisfying views of Clapper 
Rails as they ran around on the road just ahead. 
 

  
Notice the bright red bill on the rightmost 

of these two Royal Terns 
male Wilson!s Plover 

  
Seaside Sparrow  male Mottled Duck 



We ended the day in High Island at Houston Audubon!s Boy Scout Woods. Mostly, we sat 
at the grandstands, where we found a nice variety of warblers. Northern Waterthrush, Blue-
winged, Yellow-throated, Hooded, Kentucky, and another Swainson !s all showed up to 
drink at the drip. 
 
Day 8: Anahuac NWR  
With just one morning left of the tour, there were two glaring empty boxes on our checklist: 
Yellow Rail and Black Rail. So where else to go but Anahuac? Driving toward the refuge, 
we noticed a huge bird standing in the middle of the highway. Getting closer, the bird took 
flight, and we realized it was a Bald Eagle, quite rare here on the coast, especially in April! 
We joined about 30 other birders for a good old-fashioned rail stomp, and were not 
disappointed. We found at least 8 Yellow Rails , as well as numerous Virginia Rails, Sora, 
Sedge Wrens, and even a Le Conte !s Sparrow ! While most of the Yellow Rails were just 
flying birds with white secondaries, one of them was surrounded by birders and poked its 
head out of the grass for all to see! As luck would have it, Hurricane Ike seemed to have 
cleared all the Black Rails out of the area. 
 
With mid-afternoon flights, we had to get back to Winnie for lunch and our trip back to 
Houston. The combination of point-blank views of a grounded Yellow Rail and stomachs full 
of more red beans and dirty rice meant that only happy birders boarded the plane that 
afternoon! 
 

BIRD LIST 

This list includes all the bird species that were recorded by at least one of us. Taxonomy 
and nomenclature follow the American Ornithologists' Union.  Quotation marks denote a 
possible future split.  For instance, "Eastern" Warbling Vireo means that the eastern form 
may one day be split from Warbling Vireo. 

253 bird species recorded, of which 9 were heard only 

H = heard only 

 
 WATERFOWL: Anatidae   
 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis  
 Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor  
 Snow Goose Chen caerulescens  
 Ross's Goose Chen rossii  
 Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata  
 Gadwall Anas strepera  
 "Mexican Duck" Anas platyrhynchos diazi 
 Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula  
 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors  



 Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera  
 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata  
 White-cheeked Pintail (escapee) Anas bahamensis 
 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  
 Redhead Aythya americana  
 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis  
 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata  
 Bufflehead Bucephala albeola  
 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula  
 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator  
 Masked Duck Nomonyx dominicus  
 Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis  
 CRACIDS: Cracidae   
 Plain Chachalaca Ortalis vetula  
 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo  
 NEW WORLD QUAIL: Odontophoridae   
 Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus  
 LOONS: Gaviidae   
 Common Loon Gavia immer  
 GREBES: Podicipedidae   
 Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus  
 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps  
 PELICANS: Pelecanidae   
 American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos  
 Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis  
 CORMORANTS: Phalacrocoracidae   
 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus  
 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus  
 DARTERS: Anhingidae   
 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga  
 HERONS: Ardeidae   
 American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus  
 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  
 Great Egret Ardea alba  
 Snowy Egret Egretta thula  
 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea  
 Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor  
 Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens  
 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
 Green Heron Butorides virescens  
 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  
 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea  
 IBISES and SPOONBILLS: Threskiornithidae  
 White Ibis Eudocimus albus  
 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi  
 White-faced X Glossy Ibis hybrid Plegadis chihi x falcinellus 
 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja  
 NEW WORLD VULTURES: Cathartidae   
 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus  
 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura  
 TYPICAL RAPTORS: Acciptridae   
 Osprey Pandion haliaetus  
 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus  



 Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis  
 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus  
 Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus  
 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter s. striatus group 
 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii  
 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus  
 Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus  
 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus  
 Gray Hawk Buteo nitidus  
 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni  
 White-tailed Hawk Buteo albicaudatus  
 Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus  
 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis  
 FALCONS and CARACARAS: Falconidae  
 Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway  
 American Kestrel Falco sparverius  
 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis  
 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  
 RAILS, GALLINULES, and COOTS: Rallidae  
 Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis  
 Clapper Rail Rallus longirostris  
 Virginia Rail Rallus limicola  
 Sora Porzana carolina  
 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
 American Coot Fulica americana  
 CRANES: Gruidae   
 Whooping Crane Grus americana  
 PLOVERS: Charadriidae   
 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola  
 American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica  
 Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia  
 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus  
 Piping Plover Charadrius melodus  
 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus  
 OYSTERCATCHERS: Haematopodidae   
 American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus  
 STILTS and AVOCETS: Recurvirostridae  
 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus  
 SANDPIPERS: Scolopacidae   
 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius  
 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria  
 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca  
 "Eastern" Willet Tringa s. semipalmata  
 "Western" Willet Tringa s. inornata 
 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes  
 Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda  
 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  
 Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus  
 Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa  
 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres  
 Sanderling Calidris alba  
 Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla  
 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri  



 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla  
 White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis  
 Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii  
 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos  
 Dunlin Calidris alpina  
 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus  
 Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis  
 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus  
 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus  
 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor  
 GULLS: Larinae   
 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 
 Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan  
 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis  
 "American" Herring Gull Larus argentatus smithsonianus 
 TERNS: Sterninae   
 Least Tern Sternula antillarum  
 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica  
 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia  
 Black Tern Chlidonias niger  
 Common Tern Sterna hirundo  
 Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri  
 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus  
 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis  
 SKIMMERS: Rhynchopinae   
 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger  
 PIGEONS and DOVES: Columbidae   
 Rock Pigeon Columba livia  
 Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris  
 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto  
 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica  
 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura  
 Inca Dove Columbina inca  
 Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina  
 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi  
 PARROTS: Psittacidae   
 Green Parakeet Aratinga holochlora  
 Red-crowned Parrot Amazona viridigenalis  
 CUCKOOS: Cuculidae   
 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus  
H Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris  
 NIGHTJARS and NIGHTHAWKS: Caprimulgidae  
 Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis  
 Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor  
 Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis  
 SWIFTS: Apodidae   
 Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica  
 HUMMINGBIRDS: Trochilidae   
 Buff-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia yucatanensis  
 Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris  
 Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri  
 KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae   
 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquatus  



 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  
 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana  
 WOODPECKERS: Picidae   
 Golden-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes aurifrons  
H Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 
 Ladder-backed Woodpecker Picoides scalaris  
 Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis 
 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 
 TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: Tyrannidae   
 Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe  
 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans  
 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus  
 Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens  
 Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus  
 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus  
 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus  
 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus  
 Couch's Kingbird Tyrannus couchii  
 Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus  
 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus  
 SHRIKES: Laniidae   
 Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus  
 VIREOS: Vireonidae   
 White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus  
H Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii  
 Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons  
 Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius  
 "Eastern" Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus gilvus group 
 CORVIDS: Corvidae   
 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 
 Black-throated Magpie-Jay (escapee) Calocitta colliei  
 Green Jay Cyanocorax [yncas] luxuosus 
 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos  
 Chihuahuan Raven Corvus cryptoleucus  
 LARKS: Alaudidae   
 Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris  
 SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae   
 Purple Martin Progne subis  
 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor  
 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis  
 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia  
 Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota  
 Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva  
 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
 TITS: Paridae   
H Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 
H Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 
 Black-crested Titmouse Baeolophus atricristatus 
 PENDULINE TITS: Remizidae   
 Verdin Auriparus flaviceps  
 NUTHATCHES: Sittidae   
 Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 
 WRENS: Troglodytidae   



 Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus  
H Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus  
 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii  
 "Northern" House Wren Troglodytes a. aedon 
 Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis  
H Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris  
 KINGLETS: Regulidae   
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula  
 GNATCATCHERS & GNATWRENS: Polioptilinae  
 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea  
 THRUSHES: Turdidae   
 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus  
 Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina  
 Clay-colored Robin Turdus grayi  
 MIMIDS: Mimidae   
 Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis  
 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos  
 Long-billed Thrasher Toxostoma longirostre  
 Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre  
 STARLINGS: Sturnidae   
 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris  
 WAXWINGS: Bombycillidae   
 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum  
 NEW WORLD WARBLERS: Parulidae   
 Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus  
 Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina  
 Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata  
 Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla  
 Northern Parula Parula americana  
 "Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica c. coronata  
 Black-throated Gray Warbler Dendroica nigrescens  
 Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica  
 Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus  
 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia  
 Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii  
 Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla  
 Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis  
 Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus  
 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas  
 Hooded Warbler Wilsonia citrina  
 Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla  
 EMBERIZIDS: Emberizidae   
 White-collared Seedeater Sporophila [t.] morelleti 
 Olive Sparrow Arremonops rufivirgatus  
 Cassin's Sparrow Aimophila cassinii  
 Bachman's Sparrow Aimophila aestivalis illinoensis 
 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina  
 Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida  
 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus  
 Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata  
 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis  
 Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii  
 Nelson's Sparrow Ammodramus nelsoni  



 Seaside Sparrow Ammodramus maritimus  
 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii  
 Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana  
H White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  
 CARDINALIDS: Cardinalidae   
 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra  
H Crimson-collared Grosbeak Rhodothraupis celaeno  
 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis  
 Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus  
 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus  
 "Eastern" Blue Bunting Cyanocompsa p. parellina  
 Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea  
 Painted Bunting Passerina ciris  
 ICTERIDS: Icteridae   
 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus  
 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna  
 Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus  
 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus  
 Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula  
 Boat-tailed Grackle Quiscalus major 
 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus  
 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus  
 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater  
 Orchard Oriole Icterus s. spurius  
 Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus  
 Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii  
 Altamira Oriole Icterus gularis  
 Audubon's Oriole Icterus graduacauda  
 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula  
 FINCHES: Fringillidae   
 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus  
 Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus  
 OLD WORLD SPARROWS: Passeridae   
 House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


