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INTRODECTION

Thistrip report describes the mainland portiorts our 2010Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe Islands Taur
unforgettable experienceconsidering the riches offered kil the enclaves visited The main aim of the
Gabon mainlandectors (Libreville Lope National Parkylakokou, lvindo River basinthe Bateke Plateau at
Lekoni,as well as LangoNP)were to samplea gamutof enigmatic forest specieglifficult to see elsewhere in
Africa,which in Gabon cabe seen with greater regularityThe dry weg¢her encountered during our triglid
not help much, bird parties were few drbreeding was somewhat stalled ab@ding wasslow. We were
indeed at mercy of all the demands and rigors that birding tropical rainforests necessitate, but degpfeth
the list of pickings was rewardingly impressiaad certainly of the highest quality throughout the trip. We
had a unique chance tuisit some of the beslowland foress in Africa,traipsed endlessly throughealthy
rainforess, cruised some othe conty Sy in6stiremote areas and glided down the most evocative
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waterways inCentralAfrica

The mainhighlights includedWhiteONBS &G SR . AGGSNY X | | NIf | dzo Q& 5 d:
Serpent Eagle, Lovigl At SR I 61X ! @8NBQd SEYRSTI RDaaxry®Ra +ISINd]
Hottentot ButtonquailCA y a OKQ& 'y R [ 0Kl YQa C2NBad CNIyO2ftA
African Skimmer, Rock Pratincole, Gabon Cod¢atkbilled Cuckoo, I 1 S&a Q&> . NP ¢ y-@iled &
Nightjars, Black Spinetad, 2 i 1 f SR | y R Rosy, Bl&keadd, dnd BlaEKIBesmters,Bluethroated
Roller,White-crested, Blackasqued and Black Dwarf HornbilBgrecheeked TrogonBluebreasted, White
bellied, African Dwarf Shinning and colatebackedKingfisher,Damara Tern, Bristieosed, Nakedaced,
Yellowbilled and Blaclo F O1T SR . FNbSGaz {LRGGISR> -tdil&dAHoeggdides, S
al £ 0 NI y G Qaegded, Miporland a@nhg Shemiled Pipits, African andRufoussided Broadbill,Gray
necked RockfowlRedthroated Cliff SwallowRedchested and Whitéhroated Blue SwallowAfrican River
Martin, Blue Cuckooshrike, Gray Ground Thrush, Biattared NeolestegBulbu), Congo Moor Chat, Dja
River Warbler,Fantailed Gr&i a 6 ANRX ¢S1S YR 5FYo2 [/ AaidAaORpalis,>
{If dFR2NAR QA 9bddRed HiGAYellawfoated Flycatdher, Rufol@ Sy G SR Iy R . |
Flycatchers, Whitspotted and Yellovbellied Wattleeyes, Dusky TitWest African and AngolaBatis, Red
capped CrombecViolettailed, Mousebrown Y R W2 K| Yy I Q& { dzy 0 A-bi&agted 4n@ dz
t S NNBusfiShike,Rufousbellied Helmetshrike/ | & & A y Q & @ MglliRbe BlackKihiéd and Loango
Weaver, Blackhinned Quadfinch, Locust Finch, Magpie Mannikin, Bldwaded Waxbill, Blackbellied
Seedcrackeand Blackkaced CanaryMammal highlights includetiumpback WhaledQugong,African Forest
Elephant,Hippopotamus,African Forest BuffaloSitatunga,ChimpanzegBlack ColobusGreycheeked and
Redcapped MangabeyCrowned, Puy-nosed and Moustached Monkeys, Swamp Otter, Giant Squirre
.SSONRTGQa !'y2YFfdz2NB (2 YSyilAiAzy az2vS:

All'in all welogged an impressiv400 bird speciesally. Supported by 81 mammal casover a20-daytrip.
Add to this ourextremely successfidao Tome anBrincipeportion of the tourandyou will understand how
Gabon 2010 will be a tour hard to forgey all who partook on the adventur€heck the STP trip repdd see
how we did on hat sector.

ITINERARY

Saturday 31" July Visit to Bambouchine mangroves and Moka River estuary, near Akanda NP
Sunday i August Birdwatching Mondah Forest, Cap Esterias and transfer to Lope by train.

Monday 2'* August AM walk around Lope Hotelgunds and PM drive into Lope NP

Tuesday 3 August AM Birding in Lope NP and PM birding selected sites near Lope Hotel

Wednesday 4 August AM Birding in Lope NP and PM circular hike in gallery forest at Lope NP

Thursday &' August Depart Lope for Mkoukou via Boue.

Friday 6" August Am Birding at Liboumba River and PM birding at Ipassa Research Station

Saturday 7' August Full day birding at Ipassa Research Station

Sunday & August Full day Grayecked Rockfow! edition

Monday 9" August Full day birding at Ipassa Research Station and short visit to Liboumba River vicinity
Tuesday 18 August Full and long day day drive from Makoukou to Lekoni, via Akieni.

Wednesday 11 August AM birding Gaspier track and PM birding Old canyons tratklkoni

Thursday 12 August AM birding Cirque Rouge Grasslands andoififingthe Edjangoulou track

Friday 13" August AM birding the Old canyons track with noon transfer to Franceville for flight back

Libreville in afternoon.
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Saturday 14 August Early AM flight to Port Gentil and transfer by boat to Ogoue and Loango NP. PM birding
Ste Catherine beach (Loango NP)

Sunday 18 August Full day birding MpiviRiver,Ste Anne Mission, Chemvere lagoon and night boat ride bac
at Mpivie RivefLoanga\P)

Monday 16" August Full day visit to Akaka area (Loango NP)

Tuesday 1% August Opaka Forest and Ste Catherine Estuary (Loango NP)

Wednesday 18 August AM birding at Mpivie River and PM birding around the lodge (Loango NP)

Thursday 18 August AM transfer to Ogoue and Port Gentil with fly back to Libreville in afternoon.

TRIP ACCOUNT
MOKA RIVER

Although the original idea was to be headed for LopeéN@erchanginglight schedules in Gabon forced us to
stay an extra day in Libreville, thwe decided to visit Akanda NP and drift down to the Moka River sin
estuaries and mangroves were poorly represented habitats in this itinerary. A peaceful morning drift alonc
waterways of the Moka River gave us a chance to enjoy soni2lofo 2 pickngs namely Bluéreasted
Woodland Kingfisher and the diminutive Malachite Kingfisher. Flying overhead ResatBeechallenged the
stability and buoyancy of our dugout canoe as everyone cranked their necks and bodies to try get a b
view of this stinningbee-eater. A stunningrellowrcrowned Woodpecker worked a snadgilst we feasted on
the finding. From a sea of roots and mangrove rhizophores we teased out an immaculate Gabon Boubot
a loquacious Yellowreasted Apalis. Closer to the shor@aple-throated Cuckooshrikperched in the open
was called out, later joined by a flock of the unmistakeable Spotted Greenbulflutyhealls of a Common
Wattle-eye eased our chances of finding this handsome bird. Mistletoes and other flowering shrubs
0S02YS 'y ANNBaradraAofS YIFI3IySd d2 02ttt SOGABS
Collared, Greefeaded and the plainer Eastern Olive Greyheaded Negrofinch carrying nesting material
wasalso enjoyed

Due to tide issues we elead to do a short hike towards the edge of Akanda WRh the hot and humid heat
building up relentlessly birding slowed down progressively, nevertheless we still managed to connect w
classy bag of forest and forest edge treats. It took very littlstblmmonup a Redrumped Tinkerbird, a Yellow
throated Tinkerbird, a Yellomumped Tinkerbird and a HaHyreasted Barbet one by one, and enjoy close uy
views of these highly responsive and smartly coloured barbets. Lemon Dove arspB8iigel WWood Dove
cleared the path ahead of us, whilst Little Greenbul called from every tangle we walked past. A small
provided great views of Broweared Woodpecker, Yellovspotted Nicatorand Blackwinged Oriole A shy
Gray Woodpecker never stayed long enough foe thvhole group to enjoyln more open country we
encountered our first large flocks of Rosy Besters, Splendid Glossy Starlings, flocks of the engaging Bl:
and WhiteMannikinsand its morehulky lookingcousinthe Pied Mannikin. A hawk eagle soaringlfaabove
2dzNJ KSFR& g1 a4 LIK2G23INILKSR YR d0GdZRASR Ay RSGlA

PFAGSNI I NI GKSNI K230 NBGdzZNY o6+t 1 6S NBFOKSR (KS Y
boats in the Moka River seems to decline @legirade as years go by and our skip was no exception, plugg
the odd hole with our feet, bilging water every so often and having blindly placed our lives on a local mai
GKFG fTA1TSR G2 NBFSNI KAYaStT Fa a[ Stowhrdtslthé Routh lofLibe {
Moka River. Large sand banks emerging during low tide offer several square mit@smofiddled strata, and
fish trapped pools to swathes of migrating waders, herons, egrets, storks and terns.shargkke Pelicans
were sightel miles before reaching the river mouth, a hard to miss Goliath Heron and the scarcelésoay
were spotted on our approach. The mudflats were well frequented by Western Reef, Little and the ele
Great White Egret. Two unexpected Marabou Storks stogidlike a sore thumb against the horizon and
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several Woollynecked Storks scoured the muds too. A lonely African Spoonbill was the only sighting we |
of this species on this tour.

An Osprey carrying a freshly caught fish flew by whilst hundreds ofnRalfultures were grounded on the
muds, presumably feasting on small craBsurrying about were hordes of Whiteonted Plovers and the off
Common Ringed Plover in the mix. Common Sandpipers and Curlew Sandpipers made up the bulk, but
GreenshankWhimbrel, Curlew and even a Red Knot were teased out. A single fleeting sighting of a Dat
Tern in the distance left us longing for a better one, but there were plenty Royal terns to feast on.

Drizzle, gushing water and spray made the return trip farsteothan we had hoped for, but as soon as we
got back to Libreville, a good warm shower, a cold beer and a delicious menu to choose&®ail that was
needed to revitalise ourselves and so@veryone was back to lickirigeir whiskers after countintpow many
lifers the day had yielded.

MONDAH FOREST

With our train departing in the early evening and extra time in hand to do some birding we scurried off to
nearby forest of Mondah, in the Cape St ClaBarding from the road is reasonably prodivet and given that
successfubirding in Gabons directly proportional to time spent in its slow forests, we were not to delay th
experience any further. En route to the forest we stopped for Hegged Pipits scouring the road verge,
Chattering Cistmlas that called incessantly from rank grass and a displayintpiftd Whydah that brought
the car to a sudden halt, as the driver mesmerised on the birds display. A small kettle of Little Swifts
worth scouring as in the midst two Mottled Spinetailsre milked out.

Reaching the forest Afep Pigeons were seen cruising aboveatiapy,ii K 8ooiigg 2 F 2 S & GnSped/
Pigeon sounded from deep in the forest, and African Green Pigeons were seen feediagonss fruits.A
lonely LizardBuzzardatop a tall tree was scanning the forestedge beléR A & G yi Yt I | aQa

Yy S| Nb & s and \dliage RVéa@er colonies, but it was the distinct call and shape of a different cuckoo
locked all our attention onto a pair of Thitkled Cuckos flying across the road and over us, a royal trea
especially since minutes later we managed to call in a flock of Rbflisd Helmetshrikes which perched
and showed phenomenally well allowing fmrolongedenjoyable scope views for all. Equallyrealling was
following and watching a small group of Reiled Dwarf Hornbills foraging in the canopy, only bettered by :
family of Bluethroated Rollers hawking from a nearby sn&ingletons of Purptaeaded Glossy Starlings flew
over our heads acroghe road.

As the morning warmed up Grdlgroated Barbets and ayamut of inkerbirds and barbets spotted the
previous day puin an appearance. Bulbuls and Greenbuls became more active and vocal and soon we
clocked up Golden, Slendbilled, Little, Common and Swamp. Equally apparent was a battery of gre:
f221Ay3 adzyoANRa fA1S wSA Okbelied, larOukegectdd YiRy ard ILitldy G den
Sunbird.

At an open grassland patch we flushed a Squailed Nightjar and enjoyed gréaiews of Orangeheeked

Waxbills, Bluéreasted Beesaters and close up views of Rosy #agers. But the one sighting that took the
cake was the unexpected and improbable finding of a very large Lowland Gorilla footprint, clearly a y
disperserfromi KS ySIFNb& ! {FYyRI bt XFyR S 6SNB YSNBfeé c

After lunch we returned to the hotel briefly, and soon made way towards the train station. The usual ch
and pandemonium reigned. It took a bit of waiting, queuing and pagetill we eventually boarded the
Transgabonnaise-owever, once comfortably seated in first clagsk S a-NNDDSéE & Y2 G A2y
its toll and we all slumbered. In our sleep the train rolled into the night, across verdant and luxurious, fore
until well past midnight, when we were at Lope, and swiftly transferred to the nearby Lope Hotel, where <
and manager were awaiting our arrival.
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shrubberies in Libreville (right

{ dzy Gsa ddBh ofccd B ® duburbéark A f

LOPE NP

Renewng staff andmanagement seems to be the norm in Gabon, and Lope Hotelalsadeen the exodus
and arrival of an entirely new suite of staff. Fortunately they did not need any priming andene treated
like kings during our stay, witkarly breakfastsand latesupperswhen neededready to gatake away lunches
when requested and resolve when any of our rooms failed to be adeqtmtevhatever plumbing challenge

Our stay could not havéick-started with a greatemplus as we balancedbreakfaston our scopeswhilst
watching a troop of Chimpanes gorge themselves in figs on a large tree across the yallegt a way to start

a day The gardens around usere alive withbirdlife, aflurry of+t A St f 231 Qa |y R h NI y 3
and forth carryingnesting material. Darkapped Bulbuls, African Thrushes and Yellowwated Greenbuls
swirling bywith beals filled withripe fig. Doubletoothed Barbets, African Green Pigeons, Pied, Piping ar
White-thighed Hornbills crowimg the canopies of nearby fruiting trees, and over the lawiitsinfy back and
forth were countless Lesser Striped Swallows (i A (i Q®awwingd, $qa}e¢ailed Sawwings, the odd Red
throated (Cliff) Swallow anda valant white morphAfrican Paradise Flycatcher trailiran impressiveset of
white streamers Every now and then a flashingigpse ofan African Bgmy Kingfishewould spiceup our
meal.

CANRAY3I GKS h32dz2SQa SR3IS |y R eddiasg as al@dyd, vedy prodyidive. Nex
to reception we had our only sighting of Blaelkced Canary, which was all too brief, but luckily followed witt
great views of Olivbellied, Greerheaded and Copper Sunbirds. The mango grove below the hotel prdduc
some goodies such as Shinning Kingfisher and the shy Smowgied RobirChat. More excitingly a skulking
bushshrike of large proportions was spotted moving through the canopy, unlike-btieagted this bird was
not deeply entangled, but in broad opefew, neither neck breaking high but a 4m off the ground. Its yello\
and orange breast stood out, a white lore preceded a bright yellow eye and pale green wing coverts day
its wing (ruling out a yellovoreasted morph of Fiery breasted), instinctivehyst could only be Grelyeaded
Bushshrike, and thus possibly a first record for Gabon and a considerable range extension, or very lost bit

Enjoying the slow rapids of the Ogoue River we scoped African Skimmers, several Rock Pratincoles, 1
White-headed Lapwings, evgresent Hamerkops, Thrdeanded Plovers, patient Pied Kingfishers and
hulking Giant Kingfisher. Fruiting figs along its edge attracted a number of species namely Little
Yellowthroated Greenbuls, Bladlecked Weavers, both Grdlgroated and Bristlenosed Barbets, and carpets
of Orangecheeked Waxbills.
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The mighty Ogoue Rrver and its forested sIopes as its snakes past Lope NP

The traipse through the grasslands was rather successful and got us several great opportunities iiat acc
ourselves with coveted species such as Compact Weaver and several flocks-mfieRe(Blackchinned)
Quailfinch peacefully feeding on the deck, the elegant-Bedated Swallow and much larger Rufectsested
Swallow.Thedshankey Long legged Pipihulky Flappet Lark and sexy Yeltiwoated Longclaw. The taller
grasses were abuzz with a smatteringeafjaging isticolas such as Chattering, Siffling, Croaking, Winding, a
Redfaced Cisticolaas well as the much larger Yellshouldered Widowbird Ever watchful, a pair of
al O1 A Yy 2 yatdhorde& o RlGd&asted Beeeaters, perched and scoured the fresh cut lawns arounc
the lodge.Senegal Lapwings and WafHrick-knees policed the lawns as Forest Buffalo herds cruised acrc
them. High abovemixed flocks of Palrand Little Swifts and the momdender. | { Swiftwvéieeled abouit.

Smart looking Compact Weaver (left) and the diminutive yet ornate Blabknned Quarlfrnch (rrght)

The bridge before the park entrance proved to be a great $pajet great and definitive views on species
such as Bat Hawk, BiieNB I 8 1 SR YA Y 3ITFAAKSNE { KA yBlaékandyWhyfeaShrkeé
Flycatcher, Green Crombec and not quite definitive but very exciting first gisnos Blaclbellied
Seedcracker, but no Finfodterethis year.

A brief drive into the park searching fistandrillsfailed to clock the bluaosed baboorike animalbut we did
encounterthe rather elusive Black Colobus, &strBuffalo (and ensuing entourage of YeHoied Oxpeckers)
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and Forest Elephantsawell as Sitatunga. Bsdvere few in thesavannahdutwe stillmam3 SR (G2 &S
and Dideric CuckopJawnyflanked Prinia, Whistling Cisticola andairpf rather large Marsh CanaRk. We
also enjoyed severaliews of the massive Bladasqued Wattled Hornbill, countle$i®cks ofGrey Parrds,
gliding Pied and Piping Hornbilésyonderful pair of Great Blue Turacos and whilst driving over a small rivu
abig ginger surpris¢ 2 dzNJ FANR G t S @@ an@ whatk gy o ehddhie dag. Excépif@ the fac
that whilst driving out in the dark and with fires burning all over the reserve@edty insect on the wing, a
Brown Nightjar was sighted cashing on the bounty.

On our second day, a highly deatied hike to find Dja River Warbler turned up the goods faster tha
expected, we had merely arrived and positioned ourselves when the first few strophes of playback energi
displaying male to creep up close, flutter, call and perch several times iopée to our surprised delight.
Whilst soaking in this elusiBradypterusa Spotted Honeyguide flew by and all the while darting Black Crak
were seen crossing the wetlandA nest of Regtyed Puffbacks with two chicks wdbeing attended by the
parents,and from the depths of nearbyforest we brought out to the edge a magnificent pair of Guines
Turacos.

As we immersed ourselves into a by patch of gallery forespur senses tuned intthe crashing tell tale of
nearby Forest Elephantsinderfoot wenoticed we were walking past Lowland Gorilla tracks aagery close
troop of agitated Chimpanzeesill of whichset a wonderful atmosphere A movingbird flock high in the
canopy got us merrily stlcfor over an hour as we enjoyed great views of Rufbeied Helmetshrikes,
severalsightings ofFierybreasted Bustshrike,a distant callind-yretailed Honeyguidea pair of the dapper
Chestnut Wattleeyeandcalling Yellowbellied Wattleeye, Greerbacked Woodpecker, Western Blaegaded
Oriole, acrobaticShining Drongos, noisy Splendid and Putmaded Glossy Starlings, Y NI t 22 1
Malimbe, industrious and ubiquitous Icterine Greenbuls anel bulkier Redtailed Greenbul, whilst White
bearded Greenbul and Yellespotted Nicator called deeper ime flock.Our ramble through thigorest was
slow thanks tomeetings withAfrican Forest Flycatcher, a madderinguick White-spotted Wattleeye, a
cryptic Grea Hylia, a frustrated summoningf Longtailed Hawk, smart looks at Bladkeaded Paradise
flycatcher, several stealthy Rufous Flycatcher Thruslzes] glimpseviewsof Lowland Akalat. But the most
enjoyable birds of the day were a very obligiRgfoussided Broadbilthat was founddisplayingand scoped,
gawked afand admired for over half an hoas itperformed its mechanical drill. But alsocreep alongside a
pair of foragingBrown-chested Alethe which we located by the sound thieir rustlingsin the leaf litter.

I O2YLI NI GADS &GdzRe 2F /| aaAgtQapeNPt STuo F yR

Over the following days we targeted a number of different types of forests searching to amass as n
diversity as the Lope forests could deliver, thus through patient rambles, tireless whistling, some playt
stealthy waits and constantdtk tracking we managed to catch up with a handsome list of forest specials s
as Reechested Goshawk, screeching Reshted Parrots, ululating Gabon Coucals, fascinating Sabines'a
Cassins Spinetails, secretive WHitgdlied Kingfishe very accommoding Chocolateébacked Kingfisher and
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White-crested Hornbill, curious Yellehilled Barbet, chunky Nakefdced Barbet, Speckled Tinkerbird, the
RAYAYdziA@S 2Aff 0201 Qa-bile@yokeygdider Bifle Grey Greehbiul NdbrEglidie i
SjostR 1| Q&  DsNsBufkiyigoCdrhimon Bristlebill, better views of WHiksarded Greenbul, smart Rediled
Ant-thrush, responsive Buthroated Apalis, Common Wattleye, Blackheaded Batis, a group of Chestaut
capped Flycatcher, Dusky Tit, funny looking Stdéirldzf § SR { dzy 0 ANR&asx> . I 4S&aQa:
Blackthroated (Cassins) Malimbe, and Forest Weaver to mention some.

However two birds deserve a special mentitme first one was a fine specimen of Gray Ground Thrush th:
approached us as we werstanding motionless calling for Chocokbi#cked Kingfisher. The bird flew in and
perched in front of us, allowing us to scope it and enjoy it just long enough, but as soon as cameras
pointed at it the bird shot off and despite an earnest searchetgight it, all we added to the experience was
the joy of hearing it call a few times. Nevertheless elation reigned as addsegrae and rar&ootherato
Fye2ySQa Glftfeé RSASNISa | Y-aileRGrazsbirdywvpich O somewkakrs
not expecting but managed several good views of along a grassy slope.

Having served justice on the forests of Lope NP, we set off towards the famous Ipassa Research S
located on the banks of the lvindo River, not far from the bustlowgnt of Makoukou. To get there we set off
early towards Boue watching nervously how this poorly frequented road narrowed in on us and at til
barred uspassagedue to fallen limbs. However armed with pangas (machetasgd determination we
chopped and pused our way throughuntil we reachBoue Waiting for the ferry we notched Leaflove, but the
best bird of the day was undoubtedly a small flock of African River Martins wheeling over the rapids of
Ogoue River, six birds were hardly the flocks we wemgeeting, but despite the shortcoming numbers
everyone was very pleased to have this flagship species under the belt. Idtedinidsthat spiced up the
day included Whitghroated Blue Swallow, Wirgiled Swallow and a small flock of Forest Swalltvas was
encountered along the way sallying low over the gravel road. Afep Pigeons were also seen flying over, &
as several Bladiellied Seedcrackers, Whitgeged Hornbills, Mottled Spinetails and Scaly Francolins crossi
the road. A solitaryICa a A y CEagle Wasaigihted flying high above our heads and at Boueneeuntered
several Speckled Mousebirds, a strangely sparse species in Gabon. Darting back and forth the road next
lunch spot aRedthighed Sparrowhawhried to secure its bonty, but soon enough glatoon of Swamp
Greenbuls managed to get rid of him.
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The enigmatic African River Martirigft) already paired up, and Whit¢hroated Blue Swallow(right) arguably one of
' TNRAOFQa aYlMNiw§ad t221Ay3 agl

We reached Makoukou in the late afternoon, and after a lamg fruitlesswait for a Spotbreasted Ibis fly
over the nearby LiboumbaRver, none was seen but delicate Whiteroate Blue Swallows kept us well
entertained. i finally retired to oumaccommodations ithe heart of Makoukou.

MAKOUKOU6E™-9™ August 2010)

The aftermath of an unexpected and apparently unprecedented dry spell presented us a very different loc
and feeling forest at the Ipassa Research Station. Trepidation isajgrie feeling | get when | stand in front
of this chunk of forest bordering the massive lvindo NP, however this geapite our besefforts to churn
out the goodiestheywhere just not enough. We slogged every possible hour, chased every distantapdr
tracked down just about every worthwhile species calling. But a dry and crunchy Ipassa seemed to have
into some sort of aestivation mode. Bird activity was poor even in the early morning hours and whilst we v
there we never experienced thdightestsignalof rain.

Neverthelesghe trail network of Ipassa continues to be one of the more exciting sites to bird in Africa (wf
birds are calling and moving) but that was not the case this year. Still our stealthy rambles turned 1
handsome bagf species such as Black Goshawk and broken views ofiLbng t SR |1 I g1 | yF
Eagle tearing past over the canopy. A stately flock of Black Guineafowl was surprised roosting above our
providing several views of them flying and at one stagerched on a high branchMassiveGreat Blue
Turacosand exquisite Yellowilled Turacos bouret from branch to branch.Hornbill traffic was prolific and

it was rae not to see over five or sixombill species in any one day with Blazdsqued, White¢highed,and
Blackand White casqued, Whiterested, Pied and Piping, Rbidled Dwarf and the rarer Black Dwarf Hornbill
all recorded.

A special paragraph needs to be dedicated to the constant efforts sapped by thémmassible Lyreailed
Honeyguide which on repeated occasions stalled any pursuits we were on, drawing all our attention ¢
AAPGAY3I dza y2GKAYy3 odzi 2yS ayvYlt{-P2rBMRPONEOOSRRAL & 3
but regardless all our efforts no decent views wereaated a testimony to the mythical elusiveness of this
bird. Thickbilled and Spotted Honeyguides were however somewhat easier to see.

Antsg  NY¥a ¢gSNBE (GKS o6Sad FyR S KIFEIR f2FR&a 2F 7Tdzy
watching speies such as Fierested AletheForest Robin, Whitgailed Antthrush, Common and Lesser

Bristlebill, Yellowspotted and Yellowhroated Nicator (the latter only heard)Vhite-bearded Greenbul and
the distant presence of Lowland Akalat and Brown llladopsong others.
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e . E
Bristle-nosed Barbet (left) feasting on figand Banded Prinia (right) in a bursting performance

The scrubby verges of the main trail, streams and tracks produced Gesied Camaroptera, Yelleovowed
Camaroptera, Olivgreen Camaroptera, Blaetaced RufousWarbler, African Bgmy Kingfisher,Yellow
Longbill, Blueshouldered Robin Chat (h), Btheaded Qrested Flycatcher, African Blue Flycatch@reen
Sunbird,Scarlettufted Sunbird, Violetailed SunbirdBluethroated BrownSunbird, Cameroon Sunbird, Sooty
Boubou (h)Blacknecked WeaverBlackheaded Waxbill, andhany a Blackellied SeedcrackerBulbuls and
Greenbuls moving in canopy and natfata flocks offered endless entertainment and challenges to the rathe
slow mornngs and afternoons in Ipassa. With time and dedicationt®@sed out a lavish bag consisting of
[AGGE ST [AGGES Doliedg YellowsyKAZNIENBIRS {DI2SYRREYNT | 2y S8
Simple, Yellowhroated, Yellownecked, Swamp, Whitthroated, Icterine and Xavi@ Greenbuls.

The canopy of selected fruiting and flowering trees often were attended by a welcome visitors suct
Chocolatebacked Kingfisher, Yellegpotted Barbet, Gabon and Yellowcrowned Woodpeckers,Blue
CuckooshrikeBlackcapped Apalis, Buthroated Apalis, Rufousrowned Eremomelas, Violsacked Hyliota,
Yellowfooted Flycatcher, Grajit-Ct & OF G OKSNE . F §S&aQa t I NI RA & Swhiet &
eye, Velvetmantled Drongo, Narrowailed Starling, Bickthroated Malimbeandw F OK St Q& al f A

Every afternoon was spent overlooking the mighty Ivindo river snaking away from us, and from this var
point we overlooked a sea of tree canopies, the perfect setting to track do@moabreasted Ibis headm
towards its roost, but unfortunately we had to content ourselves with only hearing them in the distance ¢
poor light conditionsBut as dusk fell a 150+ flock of Rock Pratincoles and squads of fishing African Skim
took to the wing over the glassydek waters of the lvindo River, which was a beautiful sight to witness. At
YySIENbe FASER | . FdSaQa b A dfdouiolan that one dan §evt€ &pr&ite Hod
huge this species is, almost as large as a European Nightjar andnueh smaller than most other African
nightjars.

Birding some degraded logging trails near the Liboumba River we garnished our list with excellent vie\
Banded PrinialL.owland Masked ApalisSooty Flycatcher, Green Crombaed scope views of Bladlelied
Seedracker, plus a fleeting and far too fast look at a Western Bluebill that would not grace us with a n
prolongediook.
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Gray-necked Rockfowt The Prince of Darknes§l! Fulton)

With Ipassa being as torpid as it wasir Rockfowl excursion became much anticipated, and indeed as
turned out this day was to become one that will indeed linger in our memory for many years to come. -
aspects of it will certainly never be forgotten, namely coming upon a cave throbhihgnilions of bats and
no less than eight Gref SO1{ SR w201 F2¢ftazx |yR 2dzNJ £ 20Ff 3dzA
Picathartes in the Makoukoareaare several hours away by car and treacherous roads, but by leaving e:
we managedto do seweral stops en route and a pick up a number of gooeitiser by the side of the road or
Oft SINAY3 (GKS gFe& | KSFR 2F dzad® D2afAy3aQa ! Ldfdrlg &
easily near the Zadieirr, here too we had great views bbngcrested Eagle, the elegant Mosque Swallow
and delicate Tambourine Dove, but a streaming flock of Biatilared Lovebirds stopped for no one. Scurrying
Forest and Scalyrancolins an®lumed Guineafowl crossed the road ahead of us.

The walk to thecave was nodifficult, but felt like it took forever as the pressurmounted Our timing was
unorthodox, despite our early start and great progress we did not manage to get to the cave sooner |
13h00. Mid day is in my books possibly the worse houexpect a Rockfowl anywhere near a cave, especial
on a clear day. Technique is crucial when approaching a sacrosanct haven where this elusive birds
silence is paramount and a steajtapproach obligateSoall my hopesevaporatedas our burlesque wde
started whistling and screaming outside the cave in order to locate his tracker. | honestly thadteghtours

of investment,we had blown every possible chance we could have ever hadiforise theRockfowl. As it
turns out, we were thdirst birders to visit this cave, and judging by the confused look and comméteviours

of the eight Rockfowl we came upon at the cave, it must have been the first time for them as well to share
dome with humans. From hopelessness we sprung back to elatiom dssa than eight Rockfowl bounded
back and forth over a mound of bat guano, inspecting us, checking us, tracking our position and even
squeezing past us and heading back into the forest via their normal escape route. At close quarter it
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exhilarding to be able to monopolise views ofdbe awesome creatures, in full light, mere meters away
and with reciprocated curiosity. Without a shadow of a doubt this wasBE& Rockfowl sighting | have ever
had after 10 years of showing this bird to fellowrders. The walk back was spiced up with brief looks at
Yellowbellied Wattleeye.

Our departure from Makoukou was delayed by a flat tyre, but we were soon on our way and the LONG
south through to Lekoni via Akieni. Birding stops had to be casifiselected due to timing issues, although
we still managed to clock Blatlee-eater, Darkchanting Goshawklong the way. We encountered too many
pestering gendarmes, police and half baked unifedbuffoonsvying for a dose of respect that demanded
our passports for checking, and slowing our progress dramatically.

LEKONI

A Barn owl hissing across the gardens woke me up at 0400 and after that there was no falling asleep ag:
make things worse the new management was so damn effective | couldwastuse this insomniac hours
doing the routine coolchasearoundtown to secure somebdreakfast asit had becomeroutine in previous
years. This time breakfagtasalready laid2 dziT | YR NBI R& FRNJ dza X NHzf & |

Lekoni igruly a remote andiascinding place pretty much an outpost that is perched on the Bateke Platea
and wedgedin the south east corner of Gabon bordering Congjois blessed with magnificent rolling
grasslandsteeming with good birdsand vilrant gallery forests that holdistfuls of exciting specials and
endemics.Locals commute through vast landscapes bringing cassava, manioc and charcoalsiemingly
barren landscape.

This timeround we had to work extra HdR F2 NJ RSOSy (i @A Sga 2F CAYAPK
than 9 different birds on different occasions, fieally tracked down a covey that was reasonably relaxed an
responsiveio our playback We slunkupon themcommando styleuntil it was no longer safe to even breathe
Snce they were not gettingny closer to usandhad also became progressively quieter, we opted take one
more step. Well aare of where they werewe securedsplit second views of thieirdson the groundfollowed

by an explosion offrancolinsall around us. Bing so close little dethwas missed and node than 6 birds
erupted in all directions one by one, ailing for repeated views. Coqui FrancpllRedneckedand Scaly
Francolin were also recorded during our searchAinsO K. Q &

Grasslands of the Bateke Plateau neaekoni (Barbara Greatorex)

The open grasslands en route to tepectacularCirque Rouge were prolific and productive as always. Tr
main targets were found effortlessly as we strolladd zigzaggedaaoss expansive grasslands. A Joy | ¢
Sunbird, Yellowronted Canary, Fawrbreasted Waxbill and Browerowned Tchagra greeted us at the edge of
the grasslandsCruising theskiesaOl £ £ A y 3 LJ A Ghurgefs callethdessanylydri@agsannoyedby

a soaring Redecked Buzzard. Congo Moor Ghatthough ubiqutous, kept their distancavhilst Sooty Chats
were somewhat more obligingPlainbacked Pipits taunted us until wanally flushed our first talless Shor
tailed Pipit. We spent some time witheHatter, trying to pin him down on the grounfibr better scope views
but almost like a seasonedeteromirafrait managed to melt into the grass no matter how accurately we
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narrowed its landing. On two occasions the bird flushedt as wehad spotted it slinking through the
tussocksthankfully though iwwvould move only a short distancand we wereall able to enjoy its detail at close
quarters.

Another interestingsightingwas provided by several Rufenaped Larks, alsknown asMalbrani Q.ark, a
very likely split considering hodisjointand isolatedthese Rufousnaped populationsre. Flappet Larks were
commoneE I YR { K S AGKledytite fail drdluifsl iusiThaipsing abouyielded two long and enjoyable
bursts of Blackrumped or Hottentot Buttonquajland allthe while Whited St f A SR . dzd) dalledR
around us. Most of the morning was spent targeting different micabitats in the grasslands and teasing
LI GASyGte | 3AFYdzi 2F avltf aoOwad} 62which s veyadikar in
looks but calls differentlyfo Shortwinged CisticolaDambo (a far more richly colouredariant of Cloud
scraping) Pectoralpatch and Zitting Cisticolas. A confiding flock of Blaokated Canaries showeektremely
well, as did several individuats Yellowshouldered WidowbirdsA surprise flock of 15 Locustinchesflew
right by us our but continued going beyond our rea@anded Mrtins werealso sightedn several occasions
as theydrifted past over the grasslands.

al f 0 NJ vy (fef) a hahdsoik split waitingo happen and a chance encounter with Blackinned Weavergright)

At Cirgue Rouge we soaked in great views of Whidated Beeeatersand Little Beesatersand were soon
drawn to a flock of Horus Swifts milling over the crags in the canyonaltblack swift that was of the same
size, shape and flying habits as the rest of Hemifts, yet donning a completely dark rump and flasga tiny
white throatwas noticed perhaps theéoulsoniraceof Horus Swiftlescribed from NW Angola.

Birding the galled F2NBad | NRdzyR (KS / ANJdzS g-§hriké inadtlzs jveryA
responsive and eager to investigate us, on several occasions he sheslless he negotiated a dark set of
tanglad lianas giving goodut darkviews However, hours |l& we bumped into another one next to the road
Sy NRdziS ok Ol G2 [S12yAXBES ¥R NHEeRIRERNGND D ahHtesotkell {
Barbet, Darkbacked Weaver and Squatailed Drongothe latter a potential split if one believesy { K|
Drongo.The search for Bladkeaded Beesater was fruitless and heavy on our hearts, but fortunately shor
lived as we would find these birds breeding in Loahdgdater on the trip. A highlycoveted bird that we all
relished chasing was Afao Broadbillthis we managed to entice and lure in to do its quizzical, mechanic
G2es aFtAdaeéd RIYOS 02@0S 2dz2NJ KiSde¢pane. s KAt 4G 6 S

The matrix of scrub and grasslands filling the gaps between swathes of gallesy fare by far the most
enjoyable to bird and it is here that we scored some great looks at a range of miltkebgpecies such as
Woodland Pipit, Redapped Crombec, YelewSt €t ASR [ @t A20F 3 /I 0l y-heddad
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Batis, Black Scimitaitl, Whitewinged Black Tit, Yellothroated Petronia, Western Violdiacked and
Amethyst Sunbirds, Pale Flycatcher, Greapped Eremomelas, Shewinged, Tinkling (Gray), Piping, Red
faced and Whistling Cisticola, Violeicked Starlings, Browimooded and Striped Kingfishers and the elusively
ONE LJi A O { 2 dzl -tollaged Ne&ldsies] (Butbul) weré dornjon yet they drew our undivided attentic
every time they appeared, and the truth be told they are remarkably clean and handsome birds to wa
Fram the gallery forests we teased out other goodies such & IRISNQa . dzZaKaKNR | S=
only heard this time. Blaerowned Tchagra was seen but once calling from the forest edge.

t SNNRA Yy Qa . dz&d Ka K NR& ]cSrulydasightit&kogholdh RS 2 F (G KS NI

Hours of dedicated focus were monopolised duyr search for the highly localised Blachkinned Weaver, a
species only known from the Bailundu highlands of western Angola, the Congolese side of the Bateke P!
and Lekoni. Sheer persevece paid off and we finally bumped into a flock of two perched males and tw
females, which were scoped and relished until they parted. Whitgtagginghe countryside we also came
across a mint pair of Bladkacked Barbets taking a rest between fig fggaa Rufousecked Wryneck and an
Fff G22 O0NAST &aAi 3K myddsk apbtlightlinthantl \Reited patientp 066 Nighty &ntl |
scored great views of Swamp Nightjar, FHeecked Nightjar and also Lotgjled Nightjar.

With a successfulag of goodies we returned to Franceville to fly back to Libreville and get ready for the fi
portion of the trip down south in Loango NP.
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Playful Congo Moofthats on the Bateke Plateau (I. Fulton)
LOANGO NP

The internalbickerird (hétween government angbrivate airlines havenade access to this part of the world
more epic by the day. After reaching Port Gentil we boarded a lacheonertype craft, powered by two
massive 120 hp out boards and set off across estuaries and bvasetways towards Omboue. The 3h ride
down was peppered with sightings of Royal Terns, Palmnut Vultures, Piping and Pied Hornbills, Gray P
African Darter

Interestingly, several Little Terns in breeding plumage were seen fishing and resting dranisy they were
seen fishing and flyingackforth with fry dangling in their beaks suggesting they were either breeding «
O2dzNIAYy 3P ¢ KSeguitede 2 ¥ SRLISQA SIKSTNHdzy R Yzadafte 2y
rivers between Gabon an@hana. Asuggestionthat this form should soon be split has been proposed
Apparently, it is as distinct from the Little Tern complex as the recently split LeastS.entillarum group,
and it could soon be seen doning tBé&ernulagenusepithet.

FromOmboue to the edge of the Iguela Lagoon we proceeded by car and once there visits to the neighbo
forest patches and excursions to sites such a€&therine, Akaka, Mpivie River and Petit Loango where dor
on motorised crafts.

At the beaches oftSCatherine we had a fruitful and enjoyable encounter with a large flo¢kros basking in
the sand at high tide. Buttdbilled Royals andoral-billed/ | a LI&tboy shaulder to shoulder allowing for
great comparison. Bleached Sandwich Terns glarednaga background of dark and brighitled African
Skimmers, whilst a bunch dPomicQterns posed quite a challenge which was eventually resolved :
6senegalensis F 2 NI & k & dz0 & LIS OA S Zese gr@yrchesgd tér@syfoolédSENgligmturalist nd
collector Swainson in 1837 to believe he was onto a new spesies)a senegalensisthen he first saw them
at the mouth of the MunRiverin Equatorial Guinea. However, o#ituggetind for the afternoon came about
as we took a stroll along the shorecabumped into a flock of 230 Damara Terns, mostly in néaneeding
plumage with the exception of a few ready adults.
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Damara Tern (left) roosting at S€Catherine and a Royal pooping Tern scouring the surf (I.Fulton)

August offered the chance skeing on several occasions the backs of HumpWétiles cresting over choppy
seas, and on one occasion smacking the water with their large flippers. Cruising back to thedokgsthe
lagoon wehad a number of all too brief encounters with AfricAaogongs (Seeows, Manatees). These would
promptly dive down into their deep and black tannin water safe haven, showing little more than their fluk
f SFGAYy3I 0SKAYR y2 Y2NB GKIFYy | aY220K {dzND dzZ SWHO
L2R 2F 1 ALIRa ¢l & AAIKISR 2FF GKS f2R3ISQa eSide

The forests behind the lodge were fairly dry and bird activity was npaelicularly busyduring our stay.
Birding the edge proved the most effective and yielded species such as-lvtwted Forest Flycatcher,
9YSNI f R /dz01 2232 ! FNR Gleghbut ahdalBaboit CaudlhthatshofveidriingsheR G
sparsely as it scrambled for safety across the road and into a roadside brush tangle. The better find of a
indeed Blackheaded Beeeater, possibly one of the most wanted birds in this leg of the trip. The findir
became all the more interesting by the fact that Wweund its nest. The nest was on the ground
gallery/tunnel excavatin much like the ones oMalagay ground rolers. The pair was then scoped and
GARS2SR (2 2dzNJ KSIFNIa O2yaGSyid KFE@Ay3a Y2OSR gl @

Blackheaded BeeS | 1 SNJ Xg 2 NI K S@SNE dzf OSNJ I f 2y 3

An excursion down to the heat of Loango NP, Akaka, took us down endless lagdamnanauil waterways.
The day produced several enjoyable encounters both avian and mammalian. Male and female African Fir
were seen on a number of occasions, Shinning and Malachites Kingfishers zipped across the bow of ou
with demystifying recMNBy OS® 2 KA f &l [/ I & &hkogt€dBlueCIwallans Gdorkes Aldy sngk
providing a vantage perch for their pickings. Large flocks of foraging Gray Parrots would burst above our |
when surprised by our presence, as we appeared round traec. African Pgmy Geese and Whiaced
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Whistling Ducks and brightly coloured African Jacanas added to the atmosphere, with  Gabon Boubous :
Winding Cisticolas calling and perching along reedbanks. A chance to visit a monospecific Purple Heron
(80+ nests!!) was a unique experience, and similarly, enjoying@0 S@rongPink backedPelican colony on a
Kapok tree proved was quite a spectacle.

African Finfoot (left}-dzd G SNX @ RSY&&AGATASR Ay DlIo2ys I@e® | | NI

¢2L) 0ANR 2F (GUKS RIF& ¢l a aSgSNI grasslandslndxt tHeom@ia chandeO |
A total of eight birds were enjoyed on the way up and down at exactly the same spots. We also welcc
several flocks of African Riveraklins gathering momentum and building in numbers as the day progresse
The birds were already paired up, their distinctive calls were now easy to pick up and we were lucky enou
watch them very close by as they wheeled and flocked over the watexcabeour stern for a sip and a dip.

The best birding we had in Loango was undoubtedly staged along the slow, black water tributaries feedin
lagoon complex. Here, where no wave action, sound or huptesenceS S NJ RA & dzZNba (KS
iconic, wanted and desired species gathered to feed. It took but the first 20 minutes on the water to get
to cracking views of not one but countless African Finfoots. Dazzling and endearingthibeiied Blue

Swallows stared at us as we glided lagdgt their perches. Fladlast Shinning Kingfishers, raucous Giants an
the nearly impossible White St f ASR YAY3IFAAKSNI RSO2NI GSR GKS N
Ducks, a widely distributedfrican duckyet common nowhere, were sigbdl more than once. Buthe main

draw of our presence here transcended ambition, the retiring and cryptic \Ainésted TigeBittern was

NEEDED. Our devotion and dedicated efforts were eventually rewarded, but not after putting the hours
hiking a larning curve figuring out how to best approach this species. After several flushed attempts, fruit
approaches and nerve racking all too brief encounters, on the last day, we located one well ahead of our
approached and followed it downstream egjag an adult bird that had no issues showing and sharing itse
F2NJ Fa f2y3 a S O02dzZ R KIS SOSNI RNBIFY(HD 2Fo Ly
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White-crested Bittern¢ A surreal encounter of Kharma&nd cosmic proportions

Other Guinea Forest specials enjoyed from the boat included {taited Hawk, Bludeaded Wood Dove,
Barecheeked Trogon, Reukllied Paradise Flycatcher,

Meetind dzLJ 6 A G K t St Qadiff@rdéntiokcasipasn tné day, a6 a phenbrBenal lifetime FIRST
being able to enjoy them in broad day light and in the spotlight later at night was truly a treat. BUT, notl
prepared us for thegluttonous sighting of no less than 14 Vermiculated Fishing Owls, spotted on our w:
backhome under cover of darknesshi$ spectacle truly exceeded my wildest expectations, seha daunting
precedent | very much doubt will ever bepeated
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Y i
Over 14 different Vermiculated Fishing Owlsft) | y Ry
SAY NO MORE!

RA T T S NB yright)tindte Sine @ihgic K A y

Mammal wise we thoroughly enjoyed a sedate group of Regpbped Mangabeys feeding on dates at a grove
of palm trees. A pod of three Hippos, two females and one calf, showed us in no uncertain terms that
presence was not appreciadein that stretch of river. Two Forest Elephants were sighted from the wat
foraging on the banks, both fully engrossgl G KSANJ RASG yR SOSNE y2¢ |
our presence and intentiongCapping it off, aBeecroft'sAnomalure gtled over our heads and across the
spotlight beam landing in an impossible canopy over our hBadsonally, | was most excited to come across
pair of mating African Sofhelled TerrapingTryonyx triunguisa rarely seen turtle that can often grow into

gigantic dimensions!!

\L—"

Dt ARAYd R26y &2YS 2F | TNR O Q& aWehyibus expaNader TA O o |
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The lodge itself produced a few interesting sightings namely squadrons ofdggeg Pipits commanding

thS

froyas | &aKe FyR &2t AGFNE {SyS3lt

Sunbird. A lonely Forbes Plover was relished on our drive back to Omboue.

[ LAY 3S

Forbes Plover an erratidtle chap with a fascination for flooded grasands

BIRD LIST
Taxonomy and nomenclature folloWlements, James F. 20Mirds of the World: A Checkliskifth Edition.

Vista, CA: Ibis Publishing Clmcludes recent updateall the birds on this list were seen by at least one person in

the group oher than the leaderexcept those marked wita WID Q Guideonly or 'HO' = heard only.
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PELECANIFORMES: Pelecanidae

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens
PELECANIFORMES: Anhingidae

Darter Anhinga melanogaster
CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae

Gray Heron Ardea cinerea
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Great Egret Ardea alba
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Western Reef-Heron Egretta gularis
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Striated Heron Butorides striata
White-crested Bittern Tigriornis leucolopha
CICONIIFORMES: Scopidae

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta
CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis

TROPICAL
BIrRDING
Gabon Lower Guinea Forest Rarities

31% July19™ August

b



