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Tour Leader : Crammy Wanyama 

Report and photos by Crammy Wanyama 
 

 
  Rock Pratincole seen on  the rocks at the base  of Murchison Falls  

 
Tour Summary  

 
This tour was set to cover the traditional Uganda birding circuit, which starts 
and ends at Entebbe.  Considering the habitats covered and the biomes 
encompassed, this is by far one of the best birding circuits in the region, indeed, 
the world!  We did very well scoring 555 bird species, of which 537 were seen 
and 18 heard only, 53 mammals including two great apes and 10 Reptiles. The 
weather was generally great except for one day that we birded Mabamba in 
pursuit for the Shoebill. The scenery never disappointed and the people were 
welcoming at all points. A fantastic trip in brief.   
 
The group arrived quite late the evening of November 2 2, 2017, making the day 
a no birding activity. We headed straight to our hotel in Kampala for a quick 
sleep prior to first birding the next day. 
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November 23,  2018: Birding Mabira Forest  
 
The morning was introducing the group to tropical forest birding at Mabira 
Forest , which is basically a mid-elevation forest habitat with an impressive 
collection of typical lowland forest specialties of the Guinea-Congo forest biome.    
We were set for the short drive to Mabira forest by the time the African Thrush 
and White-browed Robin-chat started making their territorial announcement 
before the daybreak. Driving through the Kampala eastern suburbs, we recorded 
flocks of Cattle Egrets ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÅÁÄÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÆÅÅÄÉÎÇȟ ÏÎÅ African 
Thrush  singing on top of one of the roadside buildings and another in a jack fruit 
tree, Common Bulbul  which we would see daily through out the trip, Marabou 
Stork  individuals owning every vantage spot along the way, RuppÅÌÌȭÓ 3ÔÁÒÌÉÎÇ 
just to mention but a few.  
 
Upon arrival at Mabira, I can say we had quite an exceptional start; getting tuned 
into forest bird calls all around us, good looks at *ÁÍÅÓÏÎȭÓ 7ÁÔÔÌÅ-eye, White -
spotted Flufftail  which although is the commonest in the region, can be a piece 
of hard work in most cases. We also got good looks at the areaȭs popular skulkers 
like Lesser Bristlebill, Yellow -browed Camaroptera, Scaly -breasted 
Illadopsis, the small and spectacular Forest Robin  and White -headed Wood-
hoopoe  and some really magnificent ones like Great Blue Turaco  and Black-
and-white Casqued Hornbill  among the many.  
 

 
         We saw two Shoebills, both very wary hence not the be st views.  
 
November 24, 2017: Birding Mabamba Marshes and Transfer to Lake 
Mburo National Park . 
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We experienced the worst weather throughout the trip on this day, which was 
bad in all aspects considering the fact that we were going out to look for the 
3ÈÏÅÂÉÌÌȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ %ÁÓÔ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ avian resident. The drive added a 
few new birds to our list and reaching the landing, regular birds like Hamerko p, 
Malachite Kingfisher, Viello ÔȭÓȟ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ, and Black-headed Weavers awaited 
us. The weather turned the Shoebill search into hard work for sure! It started 
raining, a few minutes later we approached our first Shoebill  and this individual 
was as wary as the second one we encountered minutes later. This is usually not 
the case.  
 
Two individual seen on grounds and in flight but not the sighting I can describe 
as a classic, although some members managed to get some record shots. 
Mabamba being one of the only two places that offer up to 80% chance for this 
prehistoric-looking bird, it proved this but the weather on this day did not 
comply in our favor.   
 
A few other classic waterfowl were seen during the boat ride including a least 
expected Caspian Tern picked out of flocks of White -winged  and Gull-billed 
Terns .  From the waters, we proceeded to Lake Mburo National Park, doing a 
lunch stop at the famous Uganda equator stop for the equator experience. 
Several birds were added along the way, and a collection of scrub habitat 
Cisticol as at the turn towards the park and our lodge. Before we took our seats 
for dinner, we quickly scanned around the ÌÏÄÇÅȭÓ ÃÏÏÌ-looking boulders for 
some nightjars and managed to add Freckled  and a distant Greater Galago, 
which is one of the !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÒÉÍÁÔÅÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ referred to as Bush Babies  
 

 
   Red-faced Barbet, an East African Endemic at Lake Mburo National Park  
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November 25, 2017: Birding Lake Mburo National Park  
 
This day, we explored the woodland and thickets, which lay on the rolling hills of 
Uganda smallest National Park. This is furthest north for some specialties of the 
Zambezi biome, and you can be in serious business when birding and pick up 
your Red-faced and Crested Barbets  here, just like we did.  
Our early breakfast in preparation for a boat ride was enjoyed in the company of 
a number of birds, among which were Violet -backed Starling, Baglafecht,  
(ÏÌÕÂȭÓ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ, and Little Weavers and Purple -banded Sunbir d. The boat 
ride was a success; we got excellent views of three African Finfoot  individuals 
and the skulky Papyrus Gonolek  among many others.  A pair of the gigantic 
6ÅÒÒÅÁÕØȭÓ %ÁÇÌÅ-Owl was spotted at a temporary day roost they had chosen, 
and Common Scimitarbil l  was also among other birds and game seen on the 
afternoon to the evening drive. 
 
November 26, 2017: Birding All Way to Ruhija of Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park  
 
Before proceeding southwest into the Albertine rift ranges, we took a morning 
wÁÌË ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÃÅ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÈÔÅÄ Á ÐÁÉÒ ÏÆ 
stunning Green-headed Sunbird , very vocal and displaying Tropical Boubou  
and a pair of duetting White -browed Robin -Chats who did not cooperate to our 
appreciation. Continuing with the walk, we got very good views of Crested 
Francolin, Brown Babbler, Chin -spot  Batis , a very sweet African Pygmy 
Kingfisher  and Sulphur -breasted Bush -shrike  plus White -winged Black - Tit    
which was a target on this walk. We went for our breakfast, which we enjoyed 
amidst excellent views of a pair of Yellow -throated Greenbuls , White -headed 
Barbets  and much better views of other birds.  
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                    Herds of Plains Zebra and other game were enjoyed  
 
We exited the park with Plains Zebra , Common Eland and Impala among other 
game seen but these three we would not show again for the rest of the trip. Our 
birding lunch stop, which was only a few minutes after Mbarara city, added 
Little Rush Warbler  and Red-faced Cisticola to our growing list. We continued 
to Ruhija of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, driving though the ranges to an 
ÅÌÅÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ςσππ ÍÅÔÅÒÓ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÓÅÁ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȭÓ ρσππȢ On the way to 
Ruhija, we added Northern Fiscal,  a pair of extremely tough to observe White -
winged Swamp-warble r , Wire -tailed  Swallow , Streaky Seedeater and 
Montane Nightjar  among others.  
 
November 27, 2018: Mountain Gorilla Tracking and Optional Afternoon 
Birding.  
 
From the morning of this day, we had one of the most exciting days of the trip 
because not many compare to the Mountain Gorilla  tracking experience. Every 
one looks forward to seeing some of the worldȭs only remaining eight hundred 
and sixty odd individuals of this threatened kingdom. The briefing for the activity 
started at 08:00hrs and everything was done by the book, we then started the 
walk into the forest 45 minutes later, getting to the Gorillas at about 10:15hrs. 
We first encountered Kabandize a young male referred to as a black-back who 
was laying on his back chilling after the early feeding session. After reasonably 
enough photos, we continued ahead to see more individuals; we met Happy and 
his father Rukara who is also the dominant Silverback male of Kyaguriro 
group/ family.  
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            Rukara the dominant  Silverback of Kyaguriro Gorilla family  
 
Our day was perfect when you meet the gorillas lazing about without too much 
frenetic activity, this is the best because you watch them grooming, turn all parts 
of their bodies, the lovely orange in the eyes especially when the sun shines in 
them and an overwhelming moment with five months old Mujulizi doing 
everything she could around her mother.  What a moment! 
 
After our designated ÈÏÕÒȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȟ ×Å had to leave them to enjoy their 
day by themselves, which is the at most time, a tourists group spends with these 
very graceful and endangered apes. On our way back, we ate our nice packed 
lunch as well as adding every possible bird that showed up. The morning 
revealed  a couple of #ÈÕÂÂȭÓ #ÉÓÔÉÃÏÌÁ, Northern Double -collared  Sunbird, 
Northern  Puff-back, and a pair fly-by African Grey Parrots at breakfast, 
White -necked Raven, Black Sawing, 7ÁÌÌÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÔuhlmannȭÓ 3ÔÁÒÌÉÎÇÓ, 
Rameron Pigeon , and Chestnut -throated  Apalis  before the tracking 
experience. Blue-headed and Purple -breasted Sunbird , -ÁÃËÉÎÎÏÎȭÓ 3ÈÒÉËÅ, 
Montane Oriole,  0ÅÔÉÔȭÓ #ÕÃËÏÏ-shrike, Bar -tailed Trogon , the incomparably 
beautiful Regal Sunbird , 'ÒÁÕÅÒȭÓ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ, Rwenzori Batis, Red -faced 
Woodland Warbler,  ,ÕÈÄÅÒȭÓ "ÕÓÈ-shrike , Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater,  
African Hill -Babbler , were all added during after the tracking session tracking. 
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November 28, 2017 : Birding  Mubwindi Swamp  For Tougher Albertine Rift 
Endemics 
 
This is quite challenge, but also one of the best birding walks on the African 
continent. Despite the tough parts of the trail, the birds keep coming from the 
beginning to the end of the walk and yet the weather is always perfect for the 
birding activities. The walk mainly targets several of the rarest Albertine 
endemics with some endangered species among them being two mega 
highlights; 'ÒÁÕÅÒȭÓ 3×ÁÍÐ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ and 'ÒÁÕÅÒȭÓ Broadbill ; luck was on our 
side for both key birds!.  
 

'ÒÁÕÅÒȭÓ "ÒÏÁÄÂÉÌÌȟ a prime target for the challenging hikes to Mubwindi 
Swamp 
 
November 29, 2017: Birding To "ÕÈÏÍÁ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÅÃËȱ 
 
We continued with our birding in  Bwindi Impenetrable Forest but heading to a 
much lower elevation section called Buhoma. We birded through the famous 
ȰNeckȱ ÁÎÄ along the Ruhija forest main road for some unfinished business. We 
needed to find the Handsome Francolin another Albertine Rift endemic which 
never showed up despite the effort. But we did add a few other specialties like 
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler , Barred Long -tailed Cuckoo , Mountain Yellow 
Warbler , along with other new ones that showed up. )Î ÔÈÅ Ȱ.eckȱ we managed 
to easily add Dusky-blue Flycatcher , Brown -throated Wattle -eye, 3ÈÅÌÌÅÙȭÓȟ 
Slender-billed and Gray Greenbul , Black Bee-eater , Green Sunbird , and 
more. The tour continued to Buhoma and when approaching our lodge, we 
stopped at a favorite roost spot for African Wood -owl , and nailed it! . We 
checked in at our accommodation then went for a 2-hour evening birding session 
at the Buhoma secondary forest section. Here we added Many-colored  and 
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Grey-green Bush-shrike s, Green-throated Sunbird , the skulky Grey-winged 
Robin -chat, and Black-faced Rufous-Warbler .  
 

 
 Many-coloured Bush -Shrike and African Wood -Owl were seen at Buhoma  
 
November 30, 2017: Birding Buhoma Another Section of Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park  
 
Doing a little of secondary forest and into the primary. A small flock early on 
yielded Pink -footed Puffback , and Grey-throated Tit -Flycatcher . We added 
Dusky Long-tailed Cucko o, Red-throated Alethe  and not the best views of 
.ÅÕÍÁÎÎȭÓ 7ÁÒÂÌÅÒ. 7ÉÌÌÁÒÄȭÓ 3ÏÏty Boubou  ÁÎÄ /ÂÅÒÌÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ-
Thrush  were only heard. We also enjoyed good views of White -bellied  Robin -
Chat, Bar-tailed Trogon, White -tailed Ant -thrush,  and displaying African 
Broadbill . 
 
December 1, 2017: Birding to Queen Elizabeth National Park  
 
We started heading north after a quick morning walk in the secondary forest at 
Buhoma to add a few birds that did not get on our list the previous day. The first 
corporative ones were CabanisȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎÂÕÌs as they loudly announced their 
presence. Good views of Tambourine Dove, African Emerald Cuckoo, Gray 
Apalis, Black -billed Weaver, and Buff -spotted Woodpecker , all showing up in 
a mixed flock that brought several others. We proceeded to Queen Elizabeth 
National Park after five days of forest birding and here; we were heading into 
open country and a little warmer weather.  
We birded all the way through the Ishasha sector picking up a few raptors, 
Cisticolas, and other grassland plus woodland birds.  
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     Great Blue Turaco, of the members of its family seen on a few occasions  
 
December 2, 2017: Birding Queen Elizabeth National Park and a Boat Ride 
Along the Kazinga Channel  
 
Queen Elizabeth National Park at approximately 1900 square kilometers is 
UgandaȭÓ second largest National Park, but with the highest game and avifauna 
diversity , all attributed to its variety of habitats. A mammal list of over 100 
species and a still growing list of over 620 bird species, no protected area 
compares to it in the in the region. Our morning birding game drive of December 
2, 2017, took us to Kob lekking grounds where we saw huge herds of African 
Buffalos  while we looked for the mighty lions, here, we ticked off some of our 
bird families like larks. We added several pipits, raptors , African Bush 
Elephants  herds, and other game and grassland birds to our list before 
lunchtime. And after a fantastic packed lunch amidst big game, we headed for the 
very productive Kazinga Channel boats cruise from which we enjoyed huge and 
unusual bird ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ observations. The Palearctic migratory shorebirds 
being in the country at this time of the year, we added several of them to our list 
during cruise.  
 
December 3, 2017: Transfer to Kibale National Park and Birding Bigodi 
Wetland Sanctuary 
 
We took a leisurely morning bird walk around our lodge before we sat for 
breakfast and managed to get acceptable views of the Near-threatened Papyrus 
Gonolek, Marsh Tchagra and Black-chinned Quail -finch . The walk amidst the 
best early morning light was a huge advantage to the photographers in the 
group. After breakfast, we proceeded to Kibale National Park reaching our 


