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TROPICAL

BIRDING

A Tropical Birding 18 Days Uganda Birding, Primates and
Wildlife Tour
November 22 z December 9, 2017 Custom Tour

Tour Leader : Crammy Wanyama
Report and photos by Crammy Wanyama
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Rock Pratir‘i'cl éeen on the;robks at the base of Murchisoh Falls
Tour Summary

This tour was setto coverthe traditional Uganda birdingcircuit, which starts
and ends atEntebbe. Considerig the habitatscovered and the biomes
encompassed, this is byar one of the best birdng circuits in the region, indeed,
the world! We did very well scoring 555 birdspecies,of which 537 were seen
and 18 heard only, 53 mammals including two great apes and 10 RRdes. The
weather was generally great except for onday that we birded Mabamba in
pursuit for the Shoebill. The scenery never disappointed and the people were
welcoming at all points. A fantastic trip in brief.

The grouparrived quite late the evening ofNovember 22, 2017, making the day
a no birding actvity. We headed straight to our hotel in Kampal for a quick
sleep prior to first birding the next day.
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November 23, 2018: Birding Mabira Forest

The morning was introducing the group to tropical forest birding at Mabira
Forest, whichis basically a midelevation forest habitat with an impressive
collection of typical lowland forest specialties of the Guine&ongo forest biome.
We were set for the short drive to Mabira forest by the time the African Thrush
and White-browed Robin-chat started making their territorial announcement
before thedaybreak. Driving through the Kampalaeasternsuburbs, we recorded
flocks of Cattle EgretsAO OEAU EAAAAA 1 OO Af@anOEA
Thrush singing on top of one of the roadside buildingand another in a jack fruit
tree, Common Bulbul which we would see daily through out the trig Marabou
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Stork individuals owning every vantage spot along the wayRuppAl 1 6 O 3 OAOI ET C

just to mention but a few

Upon arrival at Mabira, | can say we had quétan exceptional start; getting tuned

into forest bird calls all around us, good looks at A1 AOT T 8 @yeWhi@O1 A

spotted Flufftail which although is the commonest in the region, can be a piece
of hard work in most cases. We also got good looks at tlaeea® popular skulkers
like Lesser Bristlebill, Yellow -browed Camaroptera, Scaly -breasted

llladopsis, the small and spectaculaForest Robin and White -headed Wood-
hoopoe and some really magnificent ones lik&reat Blue Turaco and Black-
and-white Casqued Hornbill among the many
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We saw two Shobills, both véry wary hence not the be st views.

November 24, 2017: Birding Mabamba Marshes and Transfer to Lake
Mburo National Park .
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We experienced the worst weathethroughout the trip on this day, which was

bad in all aspects considering the fact that we were going out to look for the

3EIT AAEI T h xEEAE EO &AnQ&ident/HOdAdaidedd | OO EAI T
few new birds to our list and reaching the landingregular birds like Hamerko p,

Malachite Kingfisher, Viello 06 Oh ,GukiBlaciki@dded Weavers awaited

us.The weather turned the Shoebill search intdard work for sure! It started

raining, a few minuteslater we approached our firstShoebill and this individual

was aswary as the second oneve encounteredminutes later. This is usually not

the case.

Two individual seen ongrounds and inflight but not the sighting | can describe
asa classicalthough some members managed to get some recostiots.
Mabamba being one of the only twplacesthat offer up to 80% chancefor this
prehistoric-looking bird, it proved this but the weather on this day did not
comply in our favor.

A few other classic waterfowl were seen during the boat ride including least
expectedCaspian Tern picked out of flocks ofWhite -winged and Gull-billed
Terns. From the waters, weproceededto Lake Mburo National Park, doing a
lunch stop at the famous Ugandaquator stop for the equator experience
Several birds were addedilong the way, and a collection afcrub habitat
Cisticol as at the turn towards the park and our lodge. Bfore we took ou seats
for dinner, we quickly scannecaround thel T A C A 8o6kind\ bolilders for
somenightjars and managed to addrreckled and a distantGreater Galago,
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which is one ofthe! £ZOEAAS8 O OI Al 1 rmeferied tda3 Budh Balids AOET AO
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Red-faced Barbet, an East African Endemic at Lake Mburo National Park
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November 25, 2017: Birding Lake Mburo National Park

This day, weexplored the woodland andthickets, which lay on the rolling hills of
Uganda smallestNational Park. This is furthest north for some specialties of the
Zambezibiome, and you can be in serious busings when birding andpick up
your Red-faced and Crested Barbets here, just like we did

Our early breakfast in preparation for a boat ridevas enjoyed in the company of
a number ofbirds, among which wereViolet -backed Starling, Baglafecht,

(T 1 OAB O,andLittld Weavers and Purple -banded Sunbir d. The boat
ride was a success; we got excellent views thiree African Finfoot individuals
and the skulkyPapyrus Gonolek among manyothers. A pair of the gigantic

6 AOOA A O a0\ was ApGttedhat a temporary day roost they had chosen,
and Common Scimitarbil | was also among other birds and game seen on the
afternoon to the evening drive.

November 26, 2017: Birding All Way to Ruhija of Bwindi Impenetrable
National Park

Before proceeding southwest into theAlbertine rift ranges, we took a morning
wAl E AOI OT A OEA TEAA AAAT I 1 TAAOQEITT OB
stunning Green-headed Sunbird , very vocal and displayinglropical Boubou

and a pair of dueting White -browed Robin -Chatswho did not cooperateto our
appreciation. Continuing with the wak, we got very good views o€Crested
Francolin, Brown Babbler, Chin -spot Batis, a verysweet African Pygmy
Kingfisher and Sulphur -breasted Bush -shrike plus White -winged Black - Tit
which was a target on this walk We went for our breakfast, whichwe enjoyed
amidst excellent views ofa pair of Yellow -throated Greenbuls , White -headed
Barbets and much better views of other birds.
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Herds of Plains Zebr and other game were enjoed

We exited the park with Plains Zebra, Common Eland and Impala_amongother
gameseen but these three we would not show again for the rest of the triQur

birding lunch stop, which was only a few minutesfter Mbarara city, added

Little Rush Warbler and Red-faced Cisticola to our growing list. We continued

to Ruhija of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park driving though the ranges to a

AT AGAOGET T 1T £ ¢conn 1 AGAOO AAT GdthéOdaptol AOAI
Ruhija,we addedNorthern Fiscal, a pair of extremely tough b observeWhite -

winged Swamp-warble r, Wire -tailed Swallow, Streaky Seedeater and

Montane Nightjar among others

November 27, 2018: Mountain Gorilla Tracking and Optional Afternoon
Birding.

From the morning of this day, wehad one of the most exciting dgs of the trip
because not many compare to th&lountain Gorilla tracking experience Every
one looks forward to seeing some of the wdd® only remaining eight hundred
and sixty odd individuals of this threatened kingdom Thebriefing for the activity
started at 08:00hrs and everything was done by the bookwethen started the
walk into the forest 45 minutes later, gettingto the Gorillasat about10:15hrs.
We first encounteredKabandizea young male referred to as black-backwho
was laying on his backchilling after the earlyfeedingsession After reasonably
enough photos, we continued ahead to see monedividuals; we met Happy and
his father Rukarawho is also the dominantSilverback male of Kyaguriro
group/ family.
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Our day wasperfect when you meet the gorilladazing about without too much
frenetic activity, this is the best because you watch thegrooming, turn all parts
of their bodies, the lovely orange in the eyes espedilawhen the sun shines in
them andan overwhelming moment with five months old Mujulizi doing
everything she could around her mother.What a moment!

After our designatedET 008 O OE | A hadioOdae thenAd ehjoy shéir

day bythemselves, whichis the at mosttime, a tourists group spends with these

very graceful and endangered ape$n our way back, weate our nice packed

lunch as well as addingevery possible bird that showed up. The morning

revealed a couple oft EOAAS O MNé&tbBebnEDolble Aollared Sunbird,

Northern Puff-back, and apair fly-by African Grey Parrots at breakfast,

White -necked Raven, Black Sawing,7 A1 1 AO6 thimainB O3 ®OAOI ET C¢O
Rameron Pigeon, andChestnut -throated Apalis before the tracking

experience Blue-headed and Purple -breasted Sunbird,- AAEET 11180 3 EOEE/
Montane Oriole, 0 A O E O 6 Osh#iké) B italled Trogon , the incomparably

beautiful Regal Sunbird," OA OA 06 O, RivédngbA BaBisDRed -faced

Woodland Warbler, , OE A A O &-éhrike @idriamon -chested Bee-eater,

African Hill -Babbler ,were all added during after the tracking sessiorracking.
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November 28, 2017 : Birding Mubwindi Swamp For Tougher Albertine Rift
Endemics

This is quite challenge but alsoone of the best birding walks on the African
continent. Despite the tough parts of the trail, the birds keep coming from the
beginning to the end of the walk and yet the weather is always perfect for the
birding activities. The walk mainly targets severabf the rarest Albertine
endemicswith some endargered species among them beingvo mega
highlights;' OAOA 06 O 3 x Adn®D AAGEYAHED ; luck wason our
side for both key birds!.
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OAOA ' to Mubwindi
Swamp

November 29, 2017: Birding To' OET i A 4EOI OCE OEA O. AAES

We continued with our birding in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest but heading to a
much lower elevation section called Buhoma. We birded through tifamous
Oleckd  Aalorfythe Ruhija foreg main road for some unfinishedbusiness We
needed to find the Handsome Francolin another Albertine Rift erenic which
never showed up despite theeffort. But we did adda few other speciaties like
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler ,Barred Long -tailed Cuckoo , Mountain Yellow
Warbler , along with other newones that showed up) 1T Odeldweldnanaged
to easily add Dusky-blue Flycatcher , Brown -throated Wattle -eye,3 EAT I AU& Oh
Slender-billed and Gray Greenbul, Black Bee-eater, Green Sunbird , and
more. The tour continued to Buhoma and when pproaching ourlodge, we
stopped at afavorite roost spot for African Wood -owl, and nailed it! . We
checked in at our accommodation themvent for a 2-hour evening birding session
at the Buhoma secondary forest section. Here we add&thny-colored and
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Grey-green Bush-shrike s, Green-throated Sunbird , the skulky Grey-winged
Robin-chat, and Black-faced Rufous-Warbler .

N

Many-coloured Bush -Shrike and African Wood -Owl were seen at Bu:)ma

November 30, 2017: Birding Buhoma Another Section of Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park

Doing a little of secondaryforest andinto the primary. A small flockearly on

yielded Pink -footed Puffback , and Grey-throated Tit -Flycatcher. We added

Dusky Long-tailed Cucko o, Red-throated Alethe and not the best views of

. AOI AT 1 60 .mRAIOAA AipBadbo8 AT A / AAOIT AT AAAOG6 O ' O O1
Thrush were only heard.We alsoenjoyed good views oiWhite -bellied Robin-

Chat, Bar-tailed Trogon, White -tailed Ant -thrush, and displaying African

Broadbill .

December 1, 2017: Birding to Queen Elizabeth National Park

We started heading north after aquick morning walk in the secondary forest at
Buhoma to add a few birds that did not get on our list the previouday. The first
corporative oneswere Cabanisd O ' O A dsithAy@dudly announced their
presence. Good views ofambourine Dove, African Emerald Cuckoo, Gray
Apalis, Black -billed Weaver, and Buff-spotted Woodpecker , all showing up in
a mixed flock thatbrought several others. We proceeded to Queen Elizabeth
National Park after five days of forest birding andhere; we were heading into
open country and a littlewarmer weather.

We birded all the way through the Ishasha sector picking up a few raptors,
Cisticolas and other grassland plus woodland birds.
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Great Blue Turaco, of the members of its family seen on a few occasions

December 2, 2017: Birding Queen Elizabeth National Park and a Boat Ride
Along the Kazinga Channel

Queen Elizabeth National Park at approximately 1900 square kilometers is
Ugandad €@cond largest National Parkbut with the highest game and avifauna
diversity, all attributed to its variety of habitats. A mammal list of over 100
species and a still growing list of over 620 bird species, no protected area
compares to it inthe in the region. Ourmorning birding game drive of December
2, 2017,took us toKob lekking grounds where we saw hugéderds of African
Buffalos while we looked for the mighty lions, here, weticked off some of our
bird families like larks. We added severgbipits, raptors, African Bush
Elephants herds,and othergame and grassland birds to our list before
lunchtime. And after a fantastic packed luncamidst big game we headed for the
very productive Kazinga Channeboats cruisefrom which we enjoyed huge and
unusualbird AT T C O A QolAsérizatiohs5The Palearctic migratory shorebirds
being in the country at this time of the year, we added severaf themto our list
during cruise.

December 3, 2017: Transfer to Kibale National Park and Birding Bigodi
Wetland Sanctuary

We took aleisurely morning bird walk around our lodge before we sat for
breakfastand managed to geaicceptable views of the Neathreatened Papyrus
Gonolek, Marsh Tchagra and Black-chinned Quail -finch . The walk amidstthe
best early morninglight was a huge advantage to the photographers in the
group. After breakfast, we proceeded to Kibale Nationald&k reaching our
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