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INTRODUCTION
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yetis, revered monarchy, and vast forests is one such place. In birding terms, this means that virtually every tour make:
an interesting discovery or two, while taking in the fascinating culture, beautiful scenery, tasty food, andsef tbaur
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Himalayan Monal and Satyr Tragopan, wieh 6 6 f SNE 3| f 2 NB 3 -nécketlRofaill, Bladi@iedXyake, w dz
five species gparrotbills and fourteen of laughingthrushes, and all of the possible rosefinches, including the rare
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improved itinerary found many interestindpirds that are very poorly known in Bhutan near Gelephu, where we

crossed into the country from India.
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the great Kaziranga National Pamkhe Indian state of AssamlLocated not far from our Bhutaiour starting point of
Guwabhati, it makes a natural pieNRA L) ¢ KSNB ¢S &l ¢ 20SNI mnn aLISOASa GKI
most famous for its mammals (and we saw elephamitimos, buffalo, and others megafauna in abundance), the birding

is extraordinary as well. This includes many of the birds that make Kaziranga fasspesially declining wetland

species like Spditilled Pelican, Greater and Lesser Adjutant, BlestkedStork, Blackeaded Ibis, Swamp Francolin,
Grayheaded and Pallas Fiffagles, and River Tern. The raptors are also incredible lzen®ng the 19 species here

were Slendeilled Vulture, Imperial and Greater Spotted Eagle, Black Baza, and Pied Falcditienalty, we got in

some quality forest birding, finding some tough birds like fehiened Flycatcher, Blé¢ F NER . F Ndb SG > | yR
We also run this trip before the Bhutan tour so that migrants are still around in abundanaewaterfowl, rapta, and
shorebirds lists are a testament to this.

'q

2 2 . - A i =
One of the five species of parrotbills we saw this trip was WHiteasted Parrotbill, an eastern Himalayan endemic
which we had excellent views of multiple times.
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TOUR REPORT

Part 1: Kaziranga Nation&ark (pretrip extension)

We left the city of Guwahati to head east towards the great Kaziranga National Park, in the Indian state of Assam. We
made sure to leave early enough that we had time to stop along the way when we saw birds but still have eime fo
afternoon drive in the park. We did pick up some nice birds en route, but things heated up when we got to the edge of
the park. We saw many great birds along the road, including the critically endangkerederbilled Vulture, Himalayan
Griffon, andgreat views of &hangeablddawk-Eagle ADollarbird sat for us at eye level, ar@riental Pied-Hornbills

sat out while everyone got onéellowvented Flowerpecker Our firstrhino was a female with a newborn calf. And we
KFRYQli S@Sy SYyGiSNBR (GKS LIN)] &SiH C2N 0KS FFiSNyz22y=>
Kaziranga is rightfully famous foindian RhinocerosIndian Elephant SwampDeer, HogDeer, Indian Wild Boar, and a
beautiful EuropeanOtter. The birds were excellent too, with resident waterbirds Botbilled Pelican Greater

Adjutant, BlackneckedStork, andBlackheadedlbis mingling with abundant migrant&wampFrancolinand both
Grayheadedandt | f FidhBaflesvere great to pick up on our first day as well.
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There is no better place in Asia to see large mammals than Kaziranga, which provides critical habitat and protection
to many endangered species. This includes Indian Rhinocerbigh we saw dozens of during our visRhoto by Josh
Engel.
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For the second day, we started in the Eastern Range. This area of the park is the least visited, but contains the best
birding. Migrant songbirds abounded, includibgh O |L8dFWasbker, DuskyWarbler, andBrown Shrike Rain severely
hampered our efforts, but thelephantsRA Ry Qi YAYRZ | yR ¢S &l g | 42y RSNFdA
carefully guarded by its elders. For the afternoon, we returned to the Central Range. Agairdtoffand-on, but we

had point blank views of @restedSerpentEagle many ducks and shorebirds, and a gorgeBusatHornbill. Several
SambarDeercame out in the evening as well.

= Y L N

Kaziranga offers outstanding birding. Is best known for its bidpirdst raptors, waterbirds, parrots, storks, and the
liket but its forests and grasslands offer excellent birding for passerines as well, like thistRifited Babbler.Photo
by Josh Engel.

We started our second morning in a forest adjacent to the paain Rept things quiet for a while, but once the rain
stopped activity picked up. Frugivores were out taking advantage of the abundant fruit supply, inGueaigiornbill,
Blue-earedBarbet, andAsianFairyBluebird. As the morning warmed up, raptors gied coming out, including a pair of
the rareWS NREAgAQat conveniently perched right where we could put them in the scope. We also saw some
excellent mammals, the enormotiimalayanGiant Squirreland a troop ofCappedLangur Our walk back to theegp
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was punctuated by a pair @ommonCuckoos After a few new birds at our hotel at lunchtime, includiRgfous
cappedBabbler, we returned to the park for the afternoon, visiting the Western Range. After some gegdtantand

rhino photo ops, we entezd a wooded area where the toudtalechinnedFlycatchershowed nicely. A malRed
Junglefowlmodeled for photos on our way out of the park. Perhaps the best sighting of the day, however, was when the
rest of the tour participants finally joined us!

We had an early start, with our nefull group, for an elephanback safari. It was great getting extremely close views of
YIye 2F (GKS LI N)JIQa YIrYYlIfas S@Sy GK2dzaAK . Sy3lf Cf 2NR(
displayingBengalBushlak along the way. After breakfast at the hotel (punctuated HyuvousbreastedWoodpecke)

and picking up our day permits (punctuated bRiadFalcone}, we returned to the park. Besides finding the key
waterbirds for our newly arrived trimates, the wamer weather induced thermals to develop, and we found a great
diversity of raptors, including | f fahd&m@yheadedFishEaglesGreaterSpotted Imperial, andSteppeEagle
HimalayanGriffon, ChangeabldHawk-Eagle and others, often soaring with adpnts, storks, and pelicans. Our drive
through the forest was also productive, picking@peatHornbill and our firstLesserYellownape We found a beautiful
MonacledCobraon our way out of the park (from the safety of our jeep), which even spread itd fusais to show us

the monocle pattern for which it is named.

Part 2: Bhutan

It was finally time to make our way towards the Himalayasitirely obscured by clouds the entire dagnd into

Bhutan. ABlackrumped Flamebackvas a nice bonus during the journey while we waited at the Indian immigration
checkpoint. The Bhutan border was full of birds, including great loo&sestnimperial-Pigeon nestingRedrumped
Swallows and some showglexandrineParakeets We checked ito our hotel and chowed down a delicious dinner, full
of excitement for the Bhutan adventure to come.

River Lapwings are characteristic birds of the many rushing rivers in Bhutan. Photo by Josh Engel.
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Ouir first morning birding started in a rather hutanese way birding in flatland. We visited a river near town where

S al ¢ YlLye o0ANR&E GKIFIG 6SNB ySg F2NI ¢NRLAOFE . ANRAY 3
Cinnamon Bittern Sand LarkSmall PratincoleandGreat Thickknee. ACommon HawkCuckooalso showed incredibly

well, andPintailed Pigeongreeted our return to town. After breakfast we started heading up the mountains. Among

the first birds we saw wasPRale Blue Flycaherthat posed in the scope. Frugivores were gorging themselves on the
abundant fruit, and we got great looks Gred and Goldenthroated BarbetsandLongtailed Sibiathis way. A pair of
Wreathed Hornbillsflew over, whileRufousnecked Hornbillsvere more cooperativelLittle Forktailshowed well, but

its larger cousin th&potted Forktailplayed hardto-get.

We started the next morning walking from camp. We quickly found a shy p8iatyblue Flycatcherand an equally

shy pair oBlue-winged Laugingthrush We arrived at our breakfast spot but were immediately distracted by the birds

in the vicinity, which included a wonderful groupWhite-breastedParrotbills We spent much of the rest of the day
birding the excellent forest along the road. Weand aBeautifulNuthatchs 6 dzi A G ¢2dzZ Ry Qi 02YS
seeSpotted Elachura (WreiBabbler) now considered to belong in its own family, flockRoktyfronted Barwings all

four of the locaminivets, a stunning malélimalayan CutiaYellow-cheeked TitGolden BabblerandYellow-throated
Fulvetta

We quickly got distracted leaving camp the next morning by several understory flocks. We had spectacular views of the
uncommonGrayheaded Parrotbil] but Greater Necklaced Laughingthrushpeoved less showy. Among the mixed

flocks we encountered along the road waBlackeared ShrikeBabbler While we took some time to rest at camp, we

were visited by a flock @potwinged GrosbeaksAfterwards we walked from camp, enjoying tBeldenLangirsand a
surpriseWild Boar.

Today we had a whole day to explore the Tingtibi area. The morning started out welRwufdhsnecked
LaughingthrushSquaretailed Drongo-Cuckog and a cooperativEpeckledPiculetamong the rush of birds, but things
guieted down after breakfast. At least raptors were out, including our Risfousbellied Eagle We spent the afternoon
on a quiet side road near our camp. A female of the locally PanerianRedstartshowed wonderfully, as did Blue-
beardedBeeeater and tio of KalijPheasantghat wandered across the road and into an adjacent field.

The next morning started out well, with a showy paiGstaterNecklaced.aughinghthrushes much different than

our first experience with the speciesalong with a pair oWhite-browed ScimitarBabblers We spent the rest of the
morning birding along our short commute to the next camp, which gave us plenty of time for birding on the way. Our
first Little PiedFlycatchersand Blackthroated Prinialivened up the drive. As we crossed a relatively low pass, we
enjoyed a flock oSpotwinged Grosbeakgorging themselves on fruit, andvdledgetailed Green Pigeoshot past us.

We also finally found our fir&@hutanLaughingthrusha very cooperative paat that, while at the same spot we found
our firstl 2 R 3 &Regst@rtand a large party dRedbilled Leiothrix.
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The only bird with Bhutan in its name is Bhutan Laughingthrush, which is nearly endemic to the country. Fortunately
AGQa St aréadside@scrabAnyfhe agkiofiltural areas of BhutaPhoto by Josh Engel.

We started the last leg of our northward journey towards Trongsa in a forest famous Bwdtgiful Nuthatch. The first

bird on this dreary morning was a pair of lov8lyotted Forkails feeding in a small stream. Our search was

nuthatchless, but we found a lot of great birds otherwise, includiagedCuckoeDove LargeNiltava, a perched

Besra and a cooperativAsianEmeraldCuckoo It was strange to see a flock of €reatCornorants migrating high
overhead. After breakfast, we continued on our way, pausing for an amazingly stexWgcedLiocichlahopping

around the roadside, BimalayanGiant Squirrel anUltramarine Flycatcher and a pair oHimalayanBulbuls We made
itto¢ NPy 3al = gKSNB 2dz2NJ K2GSt KI R &d-degefvedaierngohfesia 2F GKS

We took a short, productive prereakfast walk from our hotel. Several new birds greeted us, including very good views
of StreakbreastedScimitarBabblerand GoldenspectacledWarbler. After breakfast we continued our climb up the
Himalayas, eventually passing over Yotongla. It was our first foray into higher elevetations, and new birds came fast ar
furious. Among them were three species of Byff-barred Warbler, and outstanding viewBlackfaced

Laughingthrush Eventually we reached the dry valleys of central Bhutan, where we fOuiedtal Skylarkand other

species typical of the area, as well as visiting a local weaving shop. Reaching Jakar,dxse MBicentury palace that is
azz2y (G2 0SS O2y@SNISR Ayid2 | YdzaSdzyz odzi Al glHESHIQG dzy
that we had been searching for, three of them foraging in the river.
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We left Jakar in the morning and dorued heading east, towards the famed Thrumsingla National Park. The morning
was wet and dreary, with snow along the higher portions of the road. It made for beautiful scenery as we climbed and
crossed Thrumsingla, but birds were few and far between. Wdinld some cooperativBlood Pheasantsear the

pass. We stopped for lunch in Sengor, the weather cleared, and, like us, the birds were out celebrating. We found flock
after flock in the forests past Sengor, coming across some excellent birds, indfiagdingthroated Barwing a male
Gold-napedFinch RedheadedBullfinch, Firetailed and numerous 2 dzf SBr@idls and brief looks aMlaroon-backed
Accentor. Best, however, was an incredible m8atyrTragopan After flushing it off the road as we drovegtawe

waited patiently, eventually hearing it sing, then watching it slowly climb the slope, cross the road, and continue up the
20KSNJ aARS® 2SS 0O2dzZ RyQild KI @S RNBFIY(l 2F 0SGGSNI gASsad

We eventually reached our campground in the lower reaches of the LifgmgtRd. in the national park. Our first
morning here we began walking from camp, trying for but not findtarkisHoreastedBabbler. We did, however, find
many other new birds, including unbelievable looks &udiousthroated Wren-Babblerjust feet away right in the open.
No binoculars necessary. We also found a par@rafy-sided Laughingthrushestwo parties of the adorablBlack
throated Parrotbill, and many parties diVhite-naped Yuhina We went upslope in the afternoon, for a firsi gt

2 | NJRrmagon Amazingly, one responded right away, and after several tense minutes of looking a beautiful female
popped into view! It even sat so that everyone got scope views. We also flushidldPartridgehere, which some

people got to see as #curried across the ground.

Endemic to the eastern Himalayas, the skulking Rufdlui®ated WrenBabbler gave us superb wies in Thrumsingla
National Park. Photo by Josh Engel.
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We returned upslope the following morning. We finally had looks at ourtéssé, aGray-bellied, so close that

binoculars were hardly necessary. Other highlights incli8teadylaughingthrush much improved views ddray-sided
LaughingthrushandMountain Tailorbird. We also took a break from birding to buy a freshly woven tas&et from a

local weaver. The basket was intended for a neighbor, but he could make another one for her and was happy to have
another customer. We headed downslope from camp in the afternoon, soon coming across a very impressive mixed
flockt | counted laer and it contained no fewer than 27 species! The only new bird for the trip among them Dag-a
sidedFlycatcher but had great views of many other birds, includBgtanTit, LesserYellownape and a variety of

warblers. We also enjoyed photographiogr first Capped_angurds Bhutan.

We started our final morning on the Lingmethang Road early, searching hard for B@adki&hl a 4§ SR . | 66 f SN
to be. As we made our way to our final camp of the trip, we did find other skulking birds, irgchidih good looks at a

Slaty-bellied Tesiathat we could see its orange mouth lining. We also had stunning look®Vdite-browed Piculet

pecking away on bambo@&lackEaglesarried on a territorial battle right over our heads, full of impressive aerial

maneuvers. We carried on to higher elevations, finding several new birds, incRidicigbrowed Tit, Yellow-billed Blue

Magpie, Little Bunting particularly cooperativedQossbills freshly arrived_argebilled LeafWarbler, and, briefly,

Golden Bush RobimAnOrangeheadedThrusha | y3 gl & O2yiSyiSRfeé FNBY GKS ¥

We finished up the day with incredible looks at a ntaéyrTragopanfor the second time.
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