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Costa Rica Custom Photo Tour 

February 9 ς 14, 2017 

Report by George Lin 

Photos by George Lin and Lew Scharpf 

Many thanks to Lew for allowing us to include his photos in this report 

 

 

This was a private tour for clients with limited time available, so a custom itinerary was in order. We covered the 

Caribbean Moist Forest, a little bit of the Central American Cloud Forest and the Central American Dry Forest.  Some of 

ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ άŦƛǊǎǘǎέ ς not only for the clients but for me as well.  Just to mention a few favorites, we got 

really nice photos of Thicket Antpitta, Honduran Tent-making Bats, White-collared Manakin, and Broad-billed Motmot.  

This was the first time I had a chance to do multi-flash photography in Costa Rica, and eǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀ 

background, I believe our results were more than satisfying. 

 

 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Costa Rica Custom Photo Journey ɀ February 2017 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                             +1 (409) 515-9110                            info@tropicalbirding.com      
 

 

2/9/2017 

The custom tour started with a foggy drive from the province of Heredia through Braulio Carrillo National Park and into 

the sunny Caribbean side.  As our first stop, we visited Cope at his home west of Guápiles.  His backyard sanctuary has 

both fruit feeders & hummingbird feeders.  While we were there for only an hour, we were able to photograph the 

Gray-cowled Wood-Rail, PasseriniΩǎ and Blue-gray Tanagers, Red-legged Honeycreeper, White-necked Jacobin, Long-

billed Hermit, Crowned Woodnymph, and Chestnut-headed Oropendola. 
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We then headed out to a nearby tract of forest next to a farm.  We photographed a Spectacled Owl and also the ultra-

cute Honduran Tent-making Bats.  We then proceeded along a graveled road and were able to photograph Crested Owl 

and a pair of singing Broad-billed Motmots.  
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The next stop was another farm where a trail enters into a bramble of forest and low bushes into a small clearing.  Here, 

Cope tempted a Thicket Antpitta to come out for some freshly dug worms. After about half an hour of peek-a-boo with 

the antpitta, it was finally gracious enough to come out into the open for us to take photos.  It gobbled up the worms 

and quickly disappeared into the thicket again. 

By the time we were all done, we realized how late it was and had a quick lunch before continuing to Laguna del Lagarto 

Lodge for the night. 
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2/10/2017 

The breakfasts at Laguna del Lagarto are often left partially eaten because of the active fruit feeders next to the dining 

area.  People who come here for the first time, or even repeat visitors like me, ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎƴŀǇ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ 

set up feeders here that attracts mobs of Brown-hooded Parrots, aracaris, toucans, tanagers, and oropendolas. 
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!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ±ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ  .ȅ 

the time we got into the hide, there were already 2 adult King Vultures and 1 juvenile plus a few dozen Black Vultures all 

fighting and grabbing scraps of meat from the meat placed on the ground.  It was another hour of non-stop 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ 
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After the vultures, we had a quick lunch and then a photoshoot with the colorful Strawberry Poison Dart Frog and Black-

and-Green Poison Dart Frog.  There were also several snakes placed on perches for us to photograph, including both the 

yellow morph and green mottled morph of the Eyelash Pit Viper, and a juvenile Fer-de-Lance. 


