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OAXACA and the 
ISTHMUS of TEHUANTEPEC 

16Ð31 January 2010 
 

Leader: Michael Retter 
Photos by Michael Retter 

 

Exquisite food, a rich artisan tradition, amazing 
ruins, incredibly diverse habitats, and over 700 
bird species-- Oaxaca is truly a microcosm of 
all things Mexico. This fund- raising trip for the 
Illinois Ornithological Society combined our 
Oaxaca set- departure tour with the Isthmus 
Extension. 
 
I love this photo. For me, itÕs symbolic of Mex-
ican culture and religious thought. The im-
pressive church was built from and atop the 
ancient Zapotec ruins of Mitla, and what was 
left of the ruins were allowed to remain.  

Itinerary 
16 Jan  Arrival in Oaxaca 
17 Jan  Teotitl‡n del Valle (Oaxaca Valley thornforest ) 
18 Jan  Cerro San Felipe/La Cumbre (Sierra Madre Ori ental: high pine-fir-oak forest) 
19 Jan  North to Tuxtepec  (Sierra Madre Oriental: Gulf slope cloudforest near Valle Nacional) 
20 Jan  Around Tuxtepec (Gulf-slope lowland rainforest) 
21 Jan  Around Tuxtepec (Gulf-slope lowland rainforest) 
22 Jan  South to Oaxaca (Sierra Madre Oriental: Gulf- slope montane rainforest near V.N.) 
23 Jan  Monte Alb‡n and Yagul (Oaxaca Valley thornfore st) 
24 Jan  Oaxaca to San JosŽ del Pac’fico (Sierra Madr e del Sur: high pine-oak forest) 
25 Jan  Sierra de Miahuatl‡n (Sierra Madre del Sur: p ine-oak forest & Pacific- slope cloudforest) 
26 Jan  Zipolite and the Pacific Ocean (Pacific-slope  thornforest and Pto. çngel pelagic trip) 
27 Jan  Traversing the Isthmus of Tehuantepec (Pacific -slope thornforest near Tehuantepec) 
28 Jan  Mapastepec to El Sumidero (Pacific-slope ra inforest & Chiapan thornforest) 
29 Jan  El Ocote Biosphere Reserve (Gulf-slope montane  rainforest) 
30 Jan  La Sepultura to Oaxaca (Pacific-slope thornfo rest and gallery forest) 
31 Jan  Departure 



. 

.                                   Oaxaca & the Isthmus of Tehuantepec   16Ð31 January 2010   - 2 -  

Summary  
 

The array  of habitats visited (and thus, birds seen) on this 

tour makes it an ideal excursion for anyone who has 

never visited Mexico, or the Neotropics for that matter.  

The main part of the tour was based in Oaxaca City, 

which is located in the dry interior Oaxaca  Valley. Here 

we saw most of the regionÕs associated dry -forest 

endemics, like Gray-breasted Woodpecker , Bridled 

Sparrow , and Ocellated Thrasher . Most of the regionÕs 

ÒcultureÓ is here, so itÕs a good location to take a no n-

birding spouse. We visited three  ruins sites: Monte Alb‡n, 

Mitla, and Yagul. We watched a very enjoyable rug -

making demonstration in Teotitl‡n del Valle ( photo at 

right ). And we also had time to visit OaxacaÕs bustling 

main market, where you can buy seemingly anything. 

Fried grasshoppers  and chili-spiked hot chocolate are 

local favorites, but most tourists go for the colorfully -

painted wooden animals and black pottery. Crossing the S ierra Madre Oriental to the north 

provided opportunities to bird a few radically different h abitats. We had  amazing luck with Dwarf 

Jay  in the high, chilly, pine-fir forest. Further down in the dripping- wet cloudforest we found 

endemics like Unicolored Jay , Bumblebee Hummingbird , and Cinnamon- bellied Flowerpiercer . 

Some friendly locals stopped by our picnic site to tell us  that weÕd just missed a jaguar crossing the 

road 50 meters around the corner! Dropping 

further in altitude into montane rainforest, we 

were treated to a flyover of a screaming 

Black Hawk-Eagle  (photo at left ), a displaying 

White-collared Manak in, and a tame feeding 

flock of Spotted Wood-Quail , a bird IÕd only 

heard in my prior 10 years of birding the 

country. The sky was surprisingly clear, and we 

were thus treated to a view of the spectacular 

Pico de Orizaba a few hundred kilometers to 

the nor th. A couple days based in the Gulf-
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slope lowlands gave us time to explore a 

nice tract of lowland karst rainforest, 

where SumichrastÕs Wren and Mexican 

Antthrush  were spied on the dark forest 

floor. A memorable evening of owling 

produced an amazing 5 spe cies: 

Spectacled, Mottled, Vermiculated 

Screech- , and Central American and 

Ferruginous Pygmy- Owls. We spent 

another couple days in Oaxaca City, the 

highlight of which for me was a restaurant 

that lets diners taste their 10 magnificent moles  before ordering . Everyone loved staying in log 

cabins high in the Sierra Madre del Sur, where we picked  up all of the expected endemics. Blue-

capped Hummingbird  was, understandably, a crowd favorite. Our first morn ing birding the Pacific 

thornforest was quite productive:  Red-breasted Chat (photo above ), Orange- breasted Bunting , 

Lesser Ground -Cuckoo . We found all of our targets by 8 a.m., when we board ed a boat for a 

pelagic trip into the Pacific. Calling the bird activity fren zied would be an understatement. Tens of 

thousands of shearwaters swarmed above huge flocks o f feeding tuna, and thanks to our 

wonderful captain, we found ourselves in the middle of t he action on many occasions ( photo  

below ). Further east on the wetter Pacific slope of Chiapas we easily found Giant Wren  and 

stopped by an active Long-tailed Manakin lek. The breathtaking El Sumidero Canyon was home 

to a couple Belted Flycatchers . At El Ocote, a NavaÕs Wren sat out on an exposed stick for us for a 

few minutes, occasionally singing and calling. All the while, we  were serenaded by a couple of 

the countryÕs best songsters: Slate-

colored Solitaire  and Nightingale Wren . 

Finally, we birded foothills on the Pacific 

slope of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 

RositaÕs Bunting appeared right on cue, 

along with Green -fronted Hummingbird 

and Russet-crowned Motmot . Having a 

botanist along was a special treat for me, 

and the company was great all -around. 

We had quite a successful trip, scoring 

418 species  for the two weeks!  
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Photo Gallery (in chronological order) 
 
 

  
Business end of a Black-vented Oriole. They 

really like the red flowers of the coral bean tree . 
Thankfully, there are many at Teotitl‡n del Valle.  

Bridled Sparrows proved to be quite numerous in 
the dry, interior ÒOaxaca ValleyÓ scrub above 

Teotitl‡n. What a looker!  
 
 
 

 

  
This Ocellated Thrasher was pretty 

uncooperative, but as you can see, it did briefly 
come out to play. One of the most sought- after 

Oaxaca Valley specialties.  

We found this adorable Tufted Flycatcher in a 
riparian area just outside Oaxaca City.  
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One female Yellow- throated and two Elegant 

Euphonias at a mistletoe. The former ( lower 
center ) was a 3 rd record for the Oaxaca Valley.  

This neat butterfly is Diaethria bacchis , the White-
patched Eighty -eight. Can you see the subdued 

88 pattern on the underside of the hindwing ? 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Dwarf Jays seldom give good looks, but this one 

came in right overhead at La Cumbre.  
A Red Warbler entered the same binocular view 

while we were viewing the jays!  
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Apparently, this is the best way to see a 
flock of White-collared Swifts and Violet- 

green Swallows swirling overhead.  

Collared Towhees live beneath the Dwarf 
Jays, in the dense thickets of the high- 

elevation pine-fir-oak forests.  
  

 
 

  
The pendulous flowers of this beautifu l orchid 

were hanging off the trunk of a pine tree.  
Golden- browed Warblers seem to glow from 

within the understory.  
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We had splendid views of 18,490-foot (5636m) Pico de Oriz aba. ItÕs the 3rd tallest moun- 

tain in North America. (ItÕs snow-capped in the distance; thatÕs not a whit e cloud!) 
 
 

  
The steep cliff faces along the highway were 

covered with the orchid Epidendrum radicans . 
Cinnamon- bellied Flowerpiercers make short 

work of the extensive Salvia thickets along the 
road. Hummingbirds love them too.  
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Okay, it's a horrible photo, but it's a 

Spotted Wood-Quail. This was the first 
I'd ever seen, and what looks we had 

as the covey fed mere feet away!  

Emerald Toucanet taxonomy is cur- 
rently a mess, but this is the real 
deal--the nominate subspecies.  

  
 
 

  
One of a few wicked-looking Greater 

White-lined Bats ( Saccopteryx bilineata ) 
we found in a small karst cave.  

Check its cool twin lighting bolts! Shortly 
after this we saw SumichrastÕs Wren.  
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This Blue-diademed [Blue- crowned] Motmot was 

completely undeterred by our presence.  
The slow song of the Collared Trogon is a 

characteristic sound of Gulf-slope rainforest.  
 
 

  
White-edged Red-ring ( Pyrrhogyra otolais ). Chestnut-colored Woodpecker.  
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We found a flock of Red-throated Ant- 
tanagers attending an army ant swarm 

with some Hooded Warblers.  

Black-throated Shrike-Tanagers elude even 
veteran travelers to Mexico, so seeing one on  

an exposed branch was a real treat!  
 
 

  
 Northern Barred-Woodcreeper.  Gray-crowned Yellowthroat, also 

known as the Ground-chat.  
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Crimson-collared Tanagers really 

like these white bromeliad flowers.  
The aptly-named Thick-billed 

Seed-finch. This oneÕs a female.  
 
 
 

 
This male White-collared Manakin gave us prolonged views at  point-blank range. 
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Bananaquit stealing a sip from a 

huge morning glory flower.  
The Spectacled Foliage-gleaner is the 
oversized xenops of the cloudforest.  

 
 

 
The ruins of Monte Alb‡n, above Oaxaca City. We had great  views of Blue Mockingbird here. 
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This impressive jaguar headdress sculpture was excavated  from Monte Alb‡n 
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The elegant Gray Silky is thankfully quite common in the Sie rra Madre del Sur. (male on left)  

 

 
Yellow-eyed Juncos are always hopping around the cabin s in San JosŽ del Pac’fico. 
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This male Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo perched motionless and sang 10 feet over the 
highway for 20 minutes in the Sierra Madre del Sur. We ev entually had to walk away! 

 
 
 

  
WaglerÕs Emerald-Toucanet is one of 
the Sierra Madre del Sur endemics.  

As is ÒWhite-frontedÓ Common Bush- Tanager.  
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The Cloud-forest Monarch ( Anetia thirza ) 

is quite an impressive insect. 
 

We happily watched as this 
Chestnut-capped Brush-finch fed in 

the leaf-strewn path just ahead of us.  
 
 
 
 

  
Tucked into the Sierra Madre del Sur is the 
charming town of San Miguel Suchixtepc.  

When in bloom, the DevilÕs Hand Tree is drip-  
ping with orioles, hummingbirds, and warblers.  
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Red-billed Tropicbirds nest on a stack just off Zipolite. 

 
 

  
This Brown Booby isn't quite sure what 

to make of the Green Sea-Turtle 
lurking under the water to its left.  

We saw tens of thousands of Wedge- 
tailed Shearwaters on the pelagic trip. 
Most were pale morphs (like this one).  
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We saw lesser numbers of 

Black-vented Shearwaters.  
And Gal‡pagos Shearwaters.  

 

 
Lesser Ground-Cuckoos have an amazing song of loud, r ollicking whistles. 
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Giant Wren is the only bird completely 

endemic to Chiapas, where it lives on the 
Soconusco Plain.  

The incomparable NuttingÕs flycatcher!  

 
 
 

  
Yellow-billed Caciques are usually 
terribly difficult to see, but for some 
reason, they're always in the open 

at a particular spot in Chiapas.  

The Rufous-browed Peppershrike is an 
oversized Vireo. And a neat one at that.  
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El p‡jaro reloj --the clock bird--is called such in Spanish because of th e 

Turquoise-browed Motmot's habit of "ticking" its tail back  and forth horizontally. 
 
 

  
El Sumidero Canyon is the only reliable 

location in Mexico to see the 
handsome Belted Flycatcher.  

ItÕs also a good spot at which to see 
Blue-and-white Mockingbird  
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The awesome El Sumidero Canyon is just outside 

Tuxtla GutiŽrrez, the capital of Chiapas. 
 

  
Varied Buntings are common in the 

dry forest at El Sumidero.  
This Nava's Wren sat on a log for a good 2 

or 3 minutes at El Ocote, allowing everyone 
ample time to enjoy his subtle beauty.  
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Long- tailed Sabrewings may be relatively dull, 

but they make up for it with imposing size and a 
very odd and impressive voice.  

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaners arenÕt 
usually quite so photogenic.  

 
 
 
 

  
Undoubtedly the most sought-after Isthmus 

endemic: the stunning RositaÕs Bunting.  
Also present at La Sepultura Biosphere Reserve 
was this handsome Russet-crowned Motmot , 
pictured here singing and in full Òtail-swingÓ.  
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The endemic Green-fronted Hummingbird 
is like a green version of the better-known 

Violet-crowned Hummingbird.  

White-lored Gnatcatchers are common 
and noisy in their thornforest habitat. 

This bird is a male.  
 
 
 
 
 

  
Short-tailed Hawks were common on the 
drive across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 

This individual is a dark morph bird.  

If you like Passerina buntings, this is 
certainly the trip for you! This is a male 

Orange-breasted Bunting.  
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The Zapotec ruins at Mitla are famous for these intricat e wall designs. 

These same patterns are utilized by the Zapotec rug-mak ers of Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
 
 
 

  
A pair of White-throated Towhees 

had taken up residence in the court- 
yard of our Oaxaca hotel.  

From which we enjoyed a gorg- 
eous view of the city in the soft 
golden light of the setting sun.  
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BIRD LIST 
 
This list includes all the bird species that were recorded  by at least one of us. Taxonomy and 
nomenclature closely follow Howell's Checklist of the Birds of Mexico and all subsequent AOU 
supplements, but some IOC decisions are also included. In any case, scientific names are 
included to leave no doubt. Quotation marks denote a po ssible future split.  For instance, "Plain-
breasted" Chestnut -capped Brush-finch  means that the Òplain- breastedÓ form may one day be 
split from Chestnut -capped Brush-finch. Brackets denote the larger taxon from which a species 
has been split. For instance, Stripe-throated [Little] Hermit  means that Stripe- throated Hermit was 
once considered a subspecies of Little Hermit (and may still be by some authorities).  Parentheses 
denote an alternate name used by some checklists. For example, RositaÕs (Rose-bellied) Bunting. 
 
Total:  418 bird species, of which 30 were heard only. 

 
Annotations:  
H = heard only 
L = tour leader only 
^ = endemic to northern Middle America 
* = endemic to Mexico 
(E) = endemic to the non-peninsular Gulf slope of northern Middle America 
(SW) = endemic to interior southwestern Mexico 
(W) = endemic to the Pacific (western) slope of northern Middle America 
(SMS) = endemic to the Sierra Madre del Sur of Mexico 
(I) = endemic to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
 
 
TINAMOUS: Tinamidae  
  
H Great Tinamou  
Tinamus major 
One heard near Tuxtepec. 
 
H Slaty-breasted Tinamou  
Crypturellus boucardi 
Multiples heard at El Ocote  
 
WATERFOWL: Anatidae  
  
Black -bellied Whistling-Duck  
Dendrocygna autumnalis 

A large flock along the highway on the Isthmus. 
 
Muscovy Duck  
Cairina moschata 
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One flying along the R’o Valle Nacional. 
  
Blue -winged Teal  
Anas discors 

Multiple locations, both inland and coastal. 
  
Green-winged Teal  
Anas crecca 
 A dozen or so on the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
 
Ruddy Duck  
Oxyura jamaicensis 
 Many on the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
 
CRACIDS: Cracidae  
  
Plain Chachalaca  
Ortalis vetula 
 Uncommon in the Gulf-slope lowlands. 
 
West Mexican Chachalaca* (W)  
Ortalis poliocephala 
 Common in the Pacific-slope lowlands north of the Isthmus; also at Monte Alb‡n.  
 
Crested Guan  
Penelope purpurascens 
 One seen in the Gulf-slope cloudforest above Valle Nacional. Others heard calling there. 
  
NEW WORLD QUAIL: Odontophoridae  
  
H Long-tailed Wood-Partridge*  
Dendrortyx macroura 
 Heard in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Spotted Wood -Quail  
Odontophorus guttatus 

We first heard these birds calling very softly and eventually found a covey of them feeding on a 
white fungus under some elephant ears on the side of the highway. After hearing perhaps a 
hundred, this was my first time seeing one! 

  
GREBES: Podicipedidae  
   
Least Grebe  
Tachybaptus dominicus 
 Many on the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
TYPICAL TUBENOSES: Procellariidae  
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Pink -footed Shearwater  
Puffinus creatopus 
  One on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater  
Puffinus pacificus 
 ~22,500 on the Puerto çngel pelagic.   
 
Townsend's Shearwater*  
Puffinus auricularis 
 Two on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
 
Black -vented Shearwater  
Puffinus opisthomelas 
 ~35 on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
 
Gal‡pagos [Audubon's] Shearwater  
Puffinus [lherminieri] subalaris 
 ~500 on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
  
STORM-PETRELS: Hydrobatidae  
  
Black Storm -Petrel  
Oceanodroma melania 
 Nine on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
 
TROPICBIRDS:  Phaethonidae  
  
Red-billed Tropicbird  
Phaethon aethereus 
 Six on the Puerto çngel pelagic.    
 
GANNETS and BOOBIES: Sulidae  
  
Blue -footed Booby  
Sula nebouxii 
 One on the Puerto çngel pelagic. 
  
"Brewster's" Brown Booby  
Sula leucogaster brewsteri 

Hundreds seen on the Puerto çngel pelagic. The males of this distincti ve Pacific taxon have white 
heads and bluish bills. 

 
PELICANS: Pelecanidae  
  
American White Pelican  
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Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 
 A small flock along the highway on the Isthmus. 
  
Brown Pelican  
Pelecanus occidentalis 
 Common on the Pacific coast.  
 
CORMORANTS: Phalacrocoracidae  
  
Neotropic Cormorant  
Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
 Common near water. 
  
DARTERS: Anhingidae  
  
Anhinga  
Anhinga anhinga 

Small numbers along the R’o Tuxtepec. 
  
FRIGATEBIRDS: Fregatidae  
  
Magnificent Frigatebird  
Fregata magnificens 
 Common on the Pacific coast.  
 
HERONS: Ardeidae  
  
Great Blue Heron  
Ardea herodias 

A couple at the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
 
Great Egret  
Ardea alba 

Abundant. 
 
Snowy Egret  
Egretta thula 

 Abundant. 
 
Little Blue Heron  
Egretta caerulea 

 A few seen on the Isthmus. 
 
Cattle Egret  
Bubulcus ibis 

 Abundant. 
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STORKS: Ciconiidae  
  
Wood Stork  
Mycteria americana 

 Common near Tuxtepec and also on the Isthmus. 
 
NEW WORLD VULTURES: Cathartidae  
  
Black Vulture  
Coragyps atratus 

Abundant. Seen every day except one. 
 
Turkey Vulture  
Cathartes aura 

Abundant. Seen every day. 
 
TYPICAL RAPTORS: Acciptridae  
  
Osprey  
Pandion haliaetus 

One at Zipolite. 
  
White -tailed Kite  
Elanus leucurus 

Uncommon around Oaxaca City and Tuxtepec. 
 
  
Double -toothed Kite  
Harpagus bidentatus 

 One in Gulf-slope montane rainforest near Valle Nacional. 
 
Sharp -shinned Hawk  
Accipiter s. striatus group 

 One at La Cumbre. 
 
Cooper's Hawk  
Accipiter cooperii 

One at Yagul. 
 
Harris's Hawk  
Parabuteo unicinctus 

 Uncommon in the Oaxaca Valley. 
 
Roadside Hawk  
Buteo magnirostris 

 Common near Tuxtepec. Also on the Isthmus. 
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Broad -winged Hawk  
Buteo platypterus 

 Oddly, one at La Cumbre. 
 
Gray Hawk  
Buteo nitidus 

 Common in the lowlands. 
 
Short -tailed Hawk  
Buteo brachyurus 

 Common in the lowlands of the Isthmus. 
 
White -tailed Hawk  
Buteo albicaudatus 
  Uncommon in the Oaxaca Valley and on the Isthmus. 
 
Red-tailed Hawk  
Buteo jamaicensis 

Uncommon in drier habitats. 
 
Black Hawk -Eagle  
Spizaetus tyrannus 

We had amazing luck with this species, seeing it every one of the 5 days we were in Gulf-slope 
forest. Two of the views were of soaring, singing birds at very close range. 

 
FALCONS and CARACARAS: Falconidae  
  
Collared Forest -Falcon  
Micrastur semitorquatus 

 One seen near Valle Nacional. Another heard near Tuxtepec. 
 
Crested Caracara  
Caracara cheriway 

 Abundant. 
 
American Kestrel  
Falco sparverius 

 Common. 
 
Aplomado Falcon  
Falco femoralis 

Great views of up to 7 birds as they fed at a burning sugarcane field and perched nearby. 
 
RAILS, GALLINULES, and COOTS: Rallidae  
  
H Ruddy Crake^  
Laterallus ruber 
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Heard near Mapastepec. 
 
H Gray-necked Wood-Rail  
Aramides cajanea 

 Heard near Mapastepec. 
 
American Coot  
Fulica americana 

Many on the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
LIMPKIN: Aramidae  
  
Limpkin  
Aramus guarauna 
 One seen near Tuxtepec. 
  
STILTS and AVOCETS: Recurvirostridae  
  
Black -necked Stilt  
Himantopus mexicanus 

Seen near Tuxtepec and on the Isthmus.  
 
American Avocet  
Recurvirostra americana 

 A large flock in salt ponds on the Isthmus.  
 
JA‚ANAS: Jacanidae  
  
Northern Ja•ana  
Jacana spinosa 

 A handful near Tuxtepec.  
 
SANDPIPERS: Scolopacidae  
  
Spotted Sandpiper  
Actitis macularius 

Uncommon but widespread.  
  
Least Sandpiper  
Calidris minutilla 

A couple dozen on the reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle.  
  
GULLS: Larinae  
  
Laughing Gull  
Leucophaeus atricilla 

Abundant on the Pacific coast.  
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TERNS: Sterninae  
  
Caspian Tern  
Hydroprogne caspia 

A dozen or so flying over the R’o Tuxtepec.  
  
Common Tern  
Sterna hirundo 

Numbers on the pelagic.  
  
Royal Tern  
Thalasseus maximus 

Common on the Pacific coast.  
  
JAEGERS and SKUAS: Stercorariidae  
  
Pomarine Jaeger  
Stercorarius pomarinus 

Nine seen on the pelagic.  
  
PIGEONS and DOVES: Columbidae  
  
Rock Pigeon  
Columba livia 

Abundant in towns.  
  
Red-billed Pigeon  
Patagioenas flavirostris 

Common in the lowlands.  
  
Band -tailed Pigeon  
Patagioenas fasciata 

Seen in the Sierra de Miahuatl‡n. Heard at La Cumbre. 
 
H Short-billed Pigeon  
Patagioenas nigrirostris 

Heard near Tuxtepec and at El Ocote.  
 
L Eurasian Collared-Dove  
Streptopelia decaocto 

I saw one while driving on the Isthmus, but no one wanted to turn around to tick it!  
  
White -winged Dove  
Zenaida asiatica 

Abundant.  
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Mourning Dove  
Zenaida macroura 

Extremely local in the region. One at Teotitl‡n del Valle and a pair at Yagul. 
  
Inca Dove  
Columbina inca 

Abundant.  
  
Common Ground -Dove 
Columbina passerina 

A pair at Yagul.  
  
Ruddy Ground -Dove 
Columbina talpacoti 

Common in Gulf-slope lowlands and on the Isthmus.  
 
H Blue Ground-Dove  
Claravis pretiosa 

One heard singing its neat boop song near Tuxtepec.  
  
White -tipped Dove  
Leptotila verreauxi 

Common in the lowlands.  
 
H White-faced Quail-Dove^  
Geotrygon albifacies 

Heard in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional.  
 
L Ruddy Quail-Dove  
Geotrygon montana 

I flushed one off a trail near Tuxtepec.  
  
PARROTS: Psittacidae  
   
Green/Pacific Parakeet^  
Aratinga holochlora/strenua 

Unidentifiable in the field. We saw a flock at La Sepultura, where both species occur. What a mess! 
  
Aztec [Olive -throated] Parakeet  
Aratinga [nana] astec 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
 

Orange -fronted Parakeet (W)  
Aratinga canicularis 

Common in Pacific-slope lowlands. 
  
Orange -chinned Parakeet (W)  
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Brotogeris jugularis 
A pair flew over near Mapastepec. 

  
Brown -hooded Parrot  
Pyrilia haematotis 

Fly-overs near Tuxtepec. 
  
White -crowned Parrot  
Pionus senilis 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
  
White -fronted Parrot (Amazon)  
Amazona albifrons 

A pair perched up nicely at Zipolite. Common near Mapastepec. 
  
Red-lored Parrot (Amazon)  
Amazona autumnalis 

Small numbers near Tuxtepec. 
  
Mealy Parrot (Amazon)  
Amazona farinosa 

Very loud on our hike near Tuxtepec. 
  
Yellow -naped Parrot (Amazon)  
Amazona auropalliata 

We had great views of this species both perched and in flight, as dozens flew by heading to roost 
with the White-fronteds for the evening near Mapastepec. 

  
CUCKOOS: Cuculidae  
   
"Common" Squirrel Cuckoo  
Piaya cayana thermophila group 

Common near Mapastepec and Tuxtepec. This is the widespread black-tailed taxon. We missed the 
endemic rufous-tailed ÒMexicanÓ Squirrel Cuckoo at Zipolite. These two taxa have remarkably 
different voices and are not known to intergrade. 

  
Lesser Ground -Cuckoo (W)  
Morococcyx erythropygus 

Wonderful views of one singing at eye level at Zipolite. Also heard near Tehuantepec and at La 
Sepultura. 

  
Lesser Roadrunner*  
Geococcyx velox 

One seen near Tehuantepec. 
  
Groove -billed Ani  
Crotophaga sulcirostris 
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Abundant near Tuxtepec. Also seen on the Isthmus. 
  
OWLS: Strigiformes  
  
H Pacific Screech-Owl  
Megascops cooperi 

One heard near Mapastepec. 
 
H Vermiculated Screech-Owl  
Megascops guatemalae 

A couple heard near Tuxtepec. 
 
H Spectacled Owl  
Pulsatrix perspicillata 

A pair duetted for us near Tuxtepec. 
 
H Mountain [Northern] Pygmy-Owl  
Glaucidium gnoma gnoma 

One heard at La Cumbe. 
 
H Central American Pygmy-Owl  
Glaucidium griseiceps 

Half a dozen heard near Tuxtepec. 
 
H Colima Pygmy-Owl* (W)  
Glaucidium palmarum 

One heard near Zipolite. 
  
Ferruginous Pygmy -Owl  
Glaucidium brasilianum 

Common in the lowlands. 
 
H Mottled Owl  
Ciccaba virgata 

One heard near Tuxtepec. 
  
NIGHTJARS and NIGHTHAWKS: Caprimulgidae  
  
Lesser Nighthawk  
Chordeiles acutipennis 

Flying birds seen near Tuxtepec and on the Isthmus. 
  
Pauraque  
Nyctidromus albicollis 

A handful seen on the road near Valle Nacional one evening, and another flushed from the side of 
the trail during the day near Mapastepec. 
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H "Mexican" Whip-poor-will  
Caprimulgus vociferus arizonae 

A few singing at the cabins at San JosŽ del Pac’fico. 
  
SWIFTS: Apodidae  
   
White -collared Swift  
Streptoprocne zonaris 

Widespread. Numbers seen on 4 days at varied elevations. 
  
Vaux's Swift  
Chaetura vauxi 

Common near Tuxtepec. Also seen at the hotel in Oaxaca. 
  
Lesser Swallow -tailed Swift  
Panyptila cayennensis 

A handful near Tuxtepec. 
  
HUMMINGBIRDS: Trochilidae  
  
Long -billed [Long-tailed] Hermit  
Phaethornis [superciliosus] longirostris 

A few near Tuxtepec. One curious bird hovered in front of a participant to check out her pink jacket. 
  
Mexican [Long -billed] Hermit* (W)  
Phaethornis [longirostris] mexicanus 

One cooperative bird at a Heleconia stand in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Stripe -throated [Little] Hermit  
Phaethornis striigularis 

Uncommon near Valle Nacional and near Tuxtepec. 
  
Long -tailed Sabrewing* (E)  
Campylopterus excellens 

Common and responsive at El Ocote. 
  
White -necked Jacobin  
Florisuga mellivora 

One uncooperative male near Tuxtepec. 
  
Green Violetear  
Colibri thalassinus 

Common at higher elevations of the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Green-breasted Mango  
Anthracothorax prevostii 

A couple near Mapastepec. 
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L Emerald-chinned Hummingbird^  
Abeillia abeillei 

I briefly saw a female feeding in some roadside Salvia in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Canivet's Emerald^  
Chlorostilbon canivetii 

A pair at El Sumidero. 
  
Dusky Hummingbird* (SW)  
Cynanthus sordidus 

Common in the Oaxaca Valley, including our hotelÕs courtyard and patio. 
  
Doubleday's Hummingbird* (W)  
Cynanthus [latirostris] doubledayi 

Common at Zipolite. 
  
White -eared Hummingbird^  
Hylocharis leucotis 

Common in pine forest of both the Sierra Madre Oriental and del Sur. 
  
White -bellied Emerald^  
Amazilia candida 

Common in lower elevations on the Gulf slope. 
  
Azure -crowned Hummingbird^  
Amazilia cyanocephala 

Common at a particular kind of white flower above Valle Nacional. 
  
Berylline Hummingbird^  
Amazilia beryllina 

Uncommon at higher elevations. 
  
"Sumichrast's" [Berylline] Humming bird  
Amazilia b. sumichrasti 

A couple in the foothills near Mapastepec. 
  
Blue -tailed Hummingbird^  
Amazilia cyanura 

One bird seen in the foothills near Mapastepec. 
  
Rufous -tailed Hummingbird  
Amazilia tzacatl 

Common near Tuxtepec, including at the hotel. 
 
Cinnamon Hummingbird  
Amazilia rutila 
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Pacific-slope lowlands. Common at Tehuantepec and uncommon near Mapastepec. 
  
Green-fronted Hummingbird^  
Amazilia viridifrons 

Two birds seen at La Sepultura. 
  
Stripe -tailed Hummingbird  
Eupherusa eximia 

Uncharacteristically common in Gulf-slope rainforest. 
  
Blue -capped Hummingbird* (SMS)  
Eupherusa cyanophrys 

Multiple birds in the Sierra Madre del Sur cloudforest. 
  
Amethyst -throated Hummingbird^  
Lampornis amethystinus 

One bird seen well in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
"Violet -throated" Hummingbird* (SMS)  
Lampornis [amethystinus] margaritae 

Multiple birds, including a very obliging singing male in the Sierra Madre del Sur cloudforest. 
  
Blue -throated Hummingbird  
Lampornis clemenciae 

Uncommon in pine-oak forest. 
  
Garnet -throated Hummingbird^  
Lamprolaima rhami 

One very cooperative female at a Chiranthodendron (DevilÕs Hand Tree) in the Sierra Madre del Sur 
cloudforest. 

  
Magnificent Hummingbird  
Eugenes fulgens 

Uncommon at La Cumbre. Also near San JosŽ del Pac’fico. 
  
Beautiful Hummingbird (Sheartail)* (SW)  
Calothorax pulcher 

Great looks at a female feeding at pipe cactus at Yagul. Both sexes seen near Tehuantepec. 
  
Ruby -throated Hummingbird  
Archilochus colubris 

Widespread in the interior and on the Gulf slope. 
  
Bumblebee Hummingbird*  
Atthis heloisa 

Amazing views of displaying males above Valle Nacional. Females were also seen well as they fed 
at Salvia alongside the road. 
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Broad -tailed Hummingbird  
Selasphorus platycercus 

A couple above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
Rufous Hummingbird  
Selasphorus rufus 

One above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
TROGONS and QUETZALS: Trogonidae  
   
Black -headed Trogon  
Trogon melanocephalus 

A couple near Tuxtepec. 
  
Citreoline Trogon* (W)  
Trogon citreolus 

Uncommon at Zipolite and La Sepultura. 
  
Gartered [Violaceous] Trogon  
Trogon violaceus caligatus 

Common in lowland rainforest near Tuxtepec and Mapastepec. 
  
Mountain Trogon^  
Trogon mexicanus 

Uncommon in pine-oak forest. Seen at La Cumbre and below San JosŽ del Pac’fico. 
  
Collared Trogon  
Trogon collaris 

Decent numbers seen in lowland rainforest near Tuxtepec and Mapastepec. One particularly 
cooperative male posed near the car at the former location. 

  
MOTMOTS: Momotidae  
   
Russet -crowned Motmot^ (W)  
Momotus mexicanus 

This very cool endemic was seen quite well both at Zipolite and La Sepultura. 
  
Blue -diademed [Blue-crowned] Motmot  
Momotus momota lessonii group 

Birds were seen in lowland rainforest near Tuxtepec and Mapastepec. A bird at the former location 
seemed completely unconcerned by us as it flew down from a barbed wire to the road to feed. 
ÒBlue-crowned MotmotÓ taxonomy is undergoing a significant revision. This is the widespread, black-
crowned, Middle American taxon. Just split by IOC. 

  
Turquoise -browed Motmot  
Eumomota superciliosa 
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Common near Mapastepec. A fan favorite. 
  
KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae  
  
H Ringed Kingfisher  
Megaceryle torquatus 

One bird heard near Mapastepec. 
  
Belted Kingfisher  
Megaceryle alcyon 

One bird perched on the stack off Zipolite during the pelagic. 
  
Green Kingfisher  
Chloroceryle americana 

One bird perched on a rock in the middle of the river near Mapastepec. 
  
TOUCANS and NEW WORLD BA RBETS: Ramphastidae  
  
Northern Emerald -Toucanet^  
Aulacorhynchus [p.] prasinus 

A small flock seen very well in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. Like Blue-crowned Motmots, 
the Emerald Toucanet group is currently undergoing a massive split. 

  
Wagler's Em erald-Toucanet* (SMS)  
Aulacorhynchus [p.] wagleri 

We saw a pair of this highly-sought-after endemic in the Sierra Madre del Sur. It differs from 
Northern in bill pattern and underpart coloration. 

 
H Collared Ara•ari  
Pteroglossus torquatus 

Heard near Mapastepec. Since everyone in the group had seen the bird in Central America, we 
didnÕt bother tracking them down. 

 
H Keel-billed Toucan  
Ramphastos sulfuratus 

Multiples heard near Tuxtepec. See Collared Ara•ari. 
  
WOODPECKERS: Picidae  
  
Acorn Woodpecker  
Melanerpes formicivorus 

A few in the oak forest well above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
Black -cheeked Woodpecker  
Melanerpes pucherani 

A pair near Tuxtepec. 
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Golden -cheeked Woodpecker* (W)  
Melanerpes chrysogenys 

This handsome endemic was seen very well in Zipolite. 
  
Gray-breasted Woodpecker* (SW)  
Melanerpes hypopolius 

Great luck with this often difficult  bird. Multiple birds at Teotitl‡n del Valle, Monte Alb‡n, and Yagul. 
  
VelasquezÕs [Golden-fronted] Woodpecker^  
Melanerpes [aurifrons] santacruzi group 

Common in wet lowlands. Lacking the golden front and nape, this population looks more-or-less like 
a Red-bellied Woodpecker with very thin barring on the back. Just split by IOC. 

  
Yellow -bellied Sapsucker  
Sphyrapicus varius 

One bird well above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
Ladder-backed Woodpecker  
Picoides scalaris 

A pair at Yagul. 
  
Hairy Woodpecker  
Picoides villosus 

Uncommon in pine forest. This subspecies is very brown, which gave some in the group pause. 
 
H Smoky-brown Woodpecker  
Veniliornis fumigatus 

Heard in the foothills near Mapastepec. 
  
Golden -olive Woodpecker  
Colaptes rubiginosus 

Uncommon in lowland rainforest. Seen remarkably well near Tuxtepec. Heard near Mapastepec. 
  
Gray-crowned Woodpecker* (W)  
Colaptes auricularis 
 One bird responded to playback in the Sierra Madre del Sur cloudforest. 
 
H "Red-shafted" Northern Flicker  
Colaptes auratus cafer group 

 Heard many times in pine-oak forest. As everyone was from the U.S., we didnÕtÕ look for them. 
 
Chestnut -colored Woodpecker  
Celeus castaneus 

A pair near Tuxtepec. 
  
Lin eated Woodpecker  
Dryocopus lineatus 
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Uncommon in lowland forest. Seen near Tuxtepec and at Zipolite. 
  
Pale-billed Woodpecker  
Campephilus guatemalensis 

Uncommon in lowland forest. Seen near Tuxtepec and heard (the double rap) near Mapastepec. 
  
FURNARIIDS (incl. WOODCREEPERS): Furnariidae  
 
Rufous -breasted Spinetail^  
Synallaxis erythrothorax 

Multiples near Tuxtepec. Great scope views of one as it sat motionless in a tangle. 
  
Spectacled (Scaly -throated) Foliage-gleaner  
Anabacerthia variegaticeps 

One very confiding individual in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Buff -throated Foliage-gleaner  
Automolus ochrolaemus 

One very responsive bird at El Ocote. 
  
Plain Xenops  
Xenops minutus 

A small number seen in understory flocks near Tuxtepec. 
 
H Tawny-throated Leaftosser  
Sclerurus mexicanus 

Heard in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Tawny -winged Woodcreeper  
Dendrocincla anabatina 

Nice views of a few with the understory flocks near Tuxtepec. 
  
Olivaceous Woodcreeper  
Sittasomus griseicapillus 

A couple seen at mid-elevations in the Sierra Madre del Sur and Oriente. 
  
Strong -billed Woodcreeper  
Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus 

A pair came through the tall pines at La Cumbre. 
  
Northern Barred -Woodcreeper  
Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae 

A few near Tuxtepec and at El Ocote. 
  
Ivory -billed Woodcreeper  
Xiphorhynchus flavigaster 

Common in lowland forest. 
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Streak -headed Woodcreeper  
Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 

Common near Mapastepec. 
  
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS: Thamnophilidae  
  
H Great Antshrike  
Taraba major 

Heard near Tuxtepec. 
  
Barr ed Antshrike  
Thamnophilus doliatus 

Common and confiding near Mapastepec. 
  
Dot -winged Antwren  
Microrhopias quixensis 

A flock of a dozen or more blasted right through the group near Tuxtepec. Unfortunately, they didnÕt 
linger. 

  
ANTTHRUSHES: Formicariidae  
  
Mexican [Black -faced] Antthrush^  
Formicarius [analis] moniliger 

A couple seen well by a few near Tuxtepec. Multiples heard. 
 
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: Tyrannidae  
   
Northern Beardless -Tyrannulet  
Camptostoma imberbe 

Uncommon in the Oaxaca Valley and near Mapastepec. 
  
Greenish Elaenia  
Myiopagis viridicata 

Seen near Oaxaca City and in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Yellow -bellied Elaenia  
Elaenia flavogaster 

One in an agricultural area near Tuxtepec. 
  
Northern Bentbill  
Oncostoma cinereigulare 

Lowland rainforest. Multiples seen close and well near Tuxtepec. Also heard near Mapastepec. 
  
Yellow -olive Flatbill (Flycatcher)  
Tolmomyias sulphurescens 

Many seen in lowland rainforest edge near Mapastepec and Tuxtepec. 
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H Stub-tailed Spadebill  
Platyrinchus cancrominus 

Heard near Tuxtepec. 
 
Sulphur -rumped Flycatcher  
Myiobius sulphureipygius 

A couple were attending understory flocks near Tuxtepec. 
  
Belted Flycatcher^  
Xenotriccus callizonus 

Three or four birds at El Sumidero, including a very cooperative pair. 
  
Tufted Flycatcher  
Mitrephanes phaeocercus 

Common and conspicuous at higher elevations. 
  
Greater Pewee  
Contopus pertinax 

See Tufted Flycatcher. 
  
Tropical Pewee  
Contopus cinereus 

 One bird seen very well near Mapastepec. 
 
Yellow -bellied Flycatcher  
Empidonax flaviventris 

Common in lowland rainforest. 
  
Willow Flycatcher  
Empidonax traillii 

One near Mapastepec. 
  
Least Flycatcher  
Empidonax minimus 

Abundant in the lowlands. 
  
Hammond's Flycatcher  
Empidonax hammondii 

Common at higher elevations. 
  
Gray Flycatcher  
Empidonax wrightii 

Single birds seen in the dry interior near Oaxaca City and in the valley below Gueletao de Ju‡rez. 
  
Dusky Flycatcher  
Empidonax oberholseri 
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Common in the dry interior valleys. 
  
Pine Flycatcher^  
Empidonax affinis 

One bird in the pines well above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
"Western" Flycatcher  
Empidonax difficilis/occidentalis 

Common along wet draws in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Black Phoebe  
Sayornis nigricans 

Widespread. Always near water. 
  
Vermilion Flycatcher  
Pyrocephalus rubinus 

Common in the dry interior and on the Gulf slope. 
 
H Bright-rumped Attila  
Attila spadiceus 

Heard near Mapastepec. 
  
Dusky -capped Flycatcher  
Myiarchus tuberculifer 

Widespread. 
  
Ash -throated Flycatcher  
Myiarchus cinerascens 

Single birds noted near Oaxaca City and Tuxtla GutiŽrrez. 
  
Nutting's Flycatcher (W)  
Myiarchus nuttingi 

Common. Noted near Zipolite, Tehuantepec, and at La Sepultura. We even saw the orange mouth 
lining of one of them! 

  
Brown -crested Flycatcher  
Myiarchus tyrannulus 

A couple at lower elevations in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Great Kiskadee  
Pitangus sulphuratus 

Common and widespread in the lowlands and along watercourses in the dry interior. 
  
Boat -billed Flycatcher  
Megarynchus pitangua 

Common in the lowlands. 
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Social Flycatcher  
Myiozetetes similis 

Abundant in the lowlands. 
  
Tropical Kingbird  
Tyrannus melancholicus 

Abundant in the lowlands and the dry interior. 
  
Couch's Kingbird  
Tyrannus couchii 

Common in the Gulf-slope lowlands. 
  
Cassin's Kingbird  
Tyrannus vociferans 

Common in the dry interior. 
  
Thick -billed Kingbird  
Tyrannus crassirostris 

Common and conspicuous roadside bird of the dry interior and the Isthmus. 
  
Western Kingbird  
Tyrannus verticalis 

One bird on the Isthmus. 
  
Scissor -tailed Flycatcher  
Tyrannus forficatus 

A common roadside bird on the Isthmus. 
  
genera INCERTAE SEDIS 
   
Rufous Piha  
Lipaugus unirufus 

A couple very responsive birds in nice lowland rainforest near Tuxtepec. 
  
Rose-throated Becard  
Pachyramphus aglaiae 

Uncommon in the lowlands and at mid-elevations. 
 
L Masked Tityra  
Tityra semifasciata 

Unbelievably, only seen by me while driving, but everyone had seen it on previous trips, so we didnÕt 
go after it. 

 
Black -crowned Tityra  
Tityra inquisitor 

How we managed wonderful views of this relatively scarce species and not the other tityra I donÕt 
know. They were feeding in a fig tree with Crimson-collared Tanagers near Tuxtepec. 
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MANAKINS: Pipridae  
   
White -collared Manakin  
Manacus candei 

One very cooperative male just above Valle Nacional. 
  
Long -tailed Manakin  
Chiroxiphia linearis 

About three birds at a lek in the foothills near Mapastepec. Patience pays off! 
  
VIREOS: Vireonidae  
   
White- eyed Vireo  
Vireo griseus 

 Common near Tuxtepec. 
 
Bell's Vireo  
Vireo bellii 

A few at Zipolite and near Mapastepec. 
  
Dwarf Vireo* (SW)  
Vireo nelsoni 

 One heard and seen briefly by a couple in the dry valley below Gueletao de Ju‡rez. 
 
Yellow -throated Vireo  
Vireo flavifrons 

One seen near Tuxtepec. 
  
Plumbeous Vireo  
Vireo plumbeus 

Uncommon in the dry interior and drier highlands north of the Isthmus. 
  
Cassin's Vire o 
Vireo cassinii 

Uncommon in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Blue -headed Vireo  
Vireo solitarius 

Surprisingly, only one and it was not really where it should have been. Seen near La Soledad in the 
lower elevations of the Sierra Madre del Sur. 

  
Hutton's Vireo  
Vireo huttoni 

 Common in high pine-oak forests. 
 
"Western" Warbling Vireo  
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Vireo gilvus swainsoni group 
Uncommon in the dry interior and around Mapastepec. 

  
Lesser Greenlet  
Hylophilus decurtatus 

Uncommon near Mapastepec. 
  
Chestnut -sided Shrike-Vireo^  
Vireolanius melitophrys 

Wonderful prolonged views of a bird near El Manzanal in the Sierra Madre del Sur. Two more heard 
at La Cumbre. 

 
H Green Shrike-Vireo  
Vireolanius pulchellus 

 One bird singing near Mapastepec. 
 
Rufous -browed Peppershrike  
Cyclarhis gujanensis 

A few seen near Mapastepec. 
  
CORVIDS: Corvidae  
  
ÒBlue-crestedÓ Steller's Jay  
Cyanocitta stelleri coronata group 

This taxon has blue underparts and short, blue crest. Common in high-elevation pine forest. 
  
White -throated Magpie-Jay (W)  
Calocitta formosa 

Abundant in the Pacific-slope lowlands and Chiapan interior. 
  
Green Jay  
Cyanocorax [yncas] luxuosus 

Common in the lowlands on the Gulf slope and at mid elevations on both slopes and in the Chiapan 
interior. 

  
Brown Jay  
Cyanocorax morio 

Annoyingly abundant and loud in the Gulf-slope lowlands. All we saw well were pale morphs. 
  
Dwarf Jay* (E)  
Cyanolyca nana 

A small group preformed very nicely for us at La Cumbre. 
  
"Sumichrast's" [WoodhouseÕs/Western] Scrub -Jay* 
Aphelocoma c. sumichrasti group 

Common in dry interior oak scrub above Teotitl‡n del Valle and uncommon in high pine forest at 
San JosŽ del Pac’fico.  
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Unicolored Jay^  
Aphelocoma unicolor 

A small group was seen well in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Common Raven  
Corvus corax 

Uncommon but conspicuous at the highest elevations of the Sierra Madre Oriental. 
  
SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae  
   
Gray-breasted Martin  
Progne chalybea 
 A couple dozen at the hotel in Puerto çngel. 
  
Mangrove Swallow  
Tachycineta albilinea 

Common flying over the R’o Tuxtepec. Also noted on the Isthmus. 
  
Violet -green Swallow  
Tachycineta thalassina 

Abundant at higher elevations. We watched a large flock Òplunge-bathingÓ while we ate lunch at the 
reservoir above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 

  
Northern Rough -winged Swallow  
Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

A few in the Oaxaca Valley and on the Pacific slope of the Isthmus. 
  
Ridgway's [N.] Rough -winged Swallow^  
Stelgidopteryx [s.] ridgwayi 

Noted on the R’o Tuxtepec, at El Sumidero, and at El Ocote. 
 
L Barn Swallow  
Hirundo rustica 

I saw one driving across the Isthmus, but everyone agreed it wasnÕt worth a turn-around. 
  
TITS: Paridae   
  
Mexican Chickadee  
Poecile sclateri 

Uncommon in pine forest north of the Isthmus. 
   
Bridled Titmouse  
Baeolophus wollweberi 

A small flock in the large oaks well above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
LONG-TAILED TITS: Aegithalidae  
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Bushtit  
Psaltriparus minimus 

Common in oak scrub that rings the Oaxaca Valley. 
  
CREEPERS: Certhiidae  
   
Brown Creeper  
Certhia americana 

Uncommon in the high pine forest of the Sierra Madre Oriental. 
  
WRENS: Troglodytidae  
   
Band -backed Wren  
Campylorhynchus zonatus 

Fairly common around Tuxtepec and at El Ocote. A family group came to dust bathe in the road 
ahead of us at the former location. 

  
Gray-barred Wren*  
Campylorhynchus megalopterus 

Uncommon at La Cumbre. 
  
Giant Wren* (W)  
Campylorhynchus chiapensis 

Uncommon near Mapastepec. Endemic to the Soconusco Plain of Chiapas. A real beast! 
  
ÒSclaterÕsÓ Rufous-naped Wren* (W)  
C. rufinucha humilis 

Common and quite responsive at Zipolite. 
   
"Rufous -backed" Rufous-naped Wren^  
C. r. capistratus group 

This Òmini Giant WrenÓ is uncommon near Mapastepec. Much larger than SclaterÕs and lacks its 
obvious spots and stripes. 

  
Boucard's Wren* (SW)  
Campylorhynchus jocosus 

A pipe cactus specialist of the dry interior. Present above Teotitl‡n del Valle and at Monte Alb‡n and 
Yagul. 

  
Rock Wren  
Salpinctes obsoletus 

Quite noticeable in the ruins at Monte Alb‡n. 
  
Canyon Wren  
Catherpes mexicanus 

Found four days in varied habitats with steep cliffs. 
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Sumichrast's Wre n* (E) 
Hylorchilus sumichrasti 

This species was seen by most over two days near Tuxtepec. Its loud song was certainly heard by 
everyone. 

  
Nava's Wren* (I)  
Hylorchilus navai 

All had fabulous views of a male as he sang from an exposed branch right on the edge of the road 
at El Ocote. 

  
Spot -breasted Wren  
Thryothorus maculipectus 

Common on the Gulf slope. 
  
Banded Wren  
Thryothorus pleurostictus 

Common near Mapastepec and at El Sumidero. 
  
Happy Wren* (W)  
Thryothorus felix 

A couple showed themselves near Zipolite, right at the ÒsouthernÓ edge of their range. 
  
Plain Wren  
Thryothorus modestus 

Common near Mapastepec. 
 
H "Brown-throated" Wren  
Troglodytes a. brunneicollis 

Heard in the pine forests of the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
 
H "Southern" House Wren  
Troglodytes a. musculus 

Heard at the hotel in Oaxaca. 
  
White -bellied Wren^  
Uropsila leucogastra 

We saw a few of these near Tuxtepec, including one way up in a fig tree. 
  
White -breasted Wood-Wren  
Henicorhina leucosticta 

Common near Tuxtepec. Great looks at a couple. 
  
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren  
Henicorhina leucophrys 

Common but hard-to-see resident of dense thickets in high elevation forest. With effort we did 
manage to see a couple. 
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H Nightingale Wren  
Microcerculus philomela 

One serenaded us at El Ocote, but it was too far away to be interested in playback. Still, IÕd rather 
hear one than see ten. What an amazing song! 

  
KINGLETS: Regulidae  
   
Ruby -crowned Kinglet  
Regulus calendula 
Common at higher elevations. 
  
GNATCATCHERS & GNATWRENS: Polioptilinae  
   
Long -billed Gnatwren  
Ramphocaenus melanurus 

Everyone had marvelous views of one near Tuxtepec. 
  
Blue -gray Gnatcatcher  
Polioptila caerulea 

Abundant. Only missed one day. 
  
White -lored Gnatcatcher  
Polioptila albiloris 

Common in dry forest of the Pacific-slope and the Chiapan interior. 
  
THRUSHES: Turdidae  
  
L Eastern Bluebird  
Sialia sialis 

I saw one high in the Sierra Madre Oriental, but the load of Illinois birders was more interested in 
looking for flowerpiercers. 

  
Brown -backed Solitaire^  
Myadestes occidentalis 

Common at high elevations. The characteristic sound of the Mexican highlands. 
  
Slate-colored Solitaire^  
Myadestes unicolor 

He was a bit of a sneak, but most had decent views of one near TuxtepecÑ a rather low elevation 
for the species. Those who didnÕt see it certainly heard its magnificent and haunting song. 

  
Orange -billed Nightingale-Thrush  
Catharus aurantiirostris 

One was seen above Valle Nacional. 
  
Ruddy -capped Nightingale-Thrush  
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Catharus frantzii 
One person had excellent views of a single bird near Tuxtepec. 

  
"Russet -backed" Swainson's Thrush  
Catharus u. ustulatus 

Uncommon but widespread in relatively moist habitats. 
  
Wood Thrush  
Hylocichla mustelina 

A couple fed on the trail near Tuxtepec. Also noted at El Ocote. 
  
Clay-colored Thrush (Robin)  
Turdus grayi 

Abundant on the Gulf slope and near Mapastepec. 
  
White -throated Thrush (Robin)  
Turdus assimilis 

Uncommon in moist habitat at mid-lower elevations on the Gulf slope and in the Sierra Madre del 
Sur. 

  
Rufous -backed Robin* (W)  
Turdus rufopalliatus 

Present but a bit tricky in the hotelÕs courtyard in Oaxaca. Persistence paid off. 
  
American Robin  
Turdus migratorius 

Abundant at the highest elevations north of the Isthmus. 
  
MIMIDS: Mimidae  
  
Gray Catbird  
Dumetella carolinensis 

A few near Tuxtepec. 
  
Northern Mock ingbird  
Mimus polyglottos 

Fairly common in the Oaxaca Valley. 
  
Ocellated Thrasher* (SW)  
Toxostoma ocellatum 

One bird seen well by most and two birds heard by everyone above Teotitl‡n del Valle. Another 
couple were heard at Monte Alb‡n. 

  
Curve -billed Thrasher  
Toxostoma curvirostre 

Locally common in the Oaxaca Valley. 
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Blue Mockingbird*  
Melanotis caerulescens 

A pair showed quite well at Monte Alb‡n. Also noted in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Blue -and-white Mockingbird^  
Melanotis hypoleucus 

Fantastic views of one feeing in leaf litter at El Sumidero. 
  
PIPITS and WAGTAILS: Motacillidae  
   
American Pipit  
Anthus rubescens 

A small flock on the flats of the Teotitl‡n reservior. 
  
WAXWINGS: Bombycillidae   
  
Cedar Waxwing  
Bombycilla cedrorum 

A dozen or so flew by while we were admiring the WaglerÕs Toucanets in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
SILKY-FLYCATCHERS: Ptilogonatidae  
  
Gray Silky( -flycatcher)^  
Ptilogonys cinereus 

Abundant at mid-to-upper elevations. 
  
OLIVE WARBLER: Peucidramidae  
   
Olive Warbler  
Peucedramus taeniatus 

Uncommon in pine forest of both sierras. 
  
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: Parulidae  
   
Tennessee Warbler  
Vermivora peregrina 

Fairly common in the wetter foothills on the Pacific slope. 
  
Orange -crowned Warbler  
Vermivora celata 

Common in the dry interior. 
  
Nashville Warbler  
Vermivora ruficapilla 

Common and widespread. 
  
Virginia's Warbler  
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Vermivora virginiae 
Uncommon in the Oaxaca Valley. 

  
Crescent -chested Warbler^  
Parula superciliosa 

Fairly common in pine-oak forest. 
  
Northern Parula  
Parula americana 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Tropical Parula  
Parula pitiayumi 

One bird near Tuxtepec. 
  
Chestnut -sided Warbler  
Dendroica pensylvanica 

One bird in the montane rainforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Magnolia Warbler  
Dendroica magnolia 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
  
"Audubon's" Ye llow-rumped Warbler  
Dendroica c. auduboni group 

Abundant in the Oaxaca Valley. Also present in the high sierras. 
  
Black -throated Gray Warbler  
Dendroica nigrescens 

Fairly common in the dry interior. 
  
Black -throated Green Warbler  
Dendroica virens 

Common in moist forest at mid-to-low elevations. 
  
Townsend's Warbler  
Dendroica townsendi 

Common in pine and pine-oak forest. Uncommon at middle elevations on the interior and Pacific 
slopes. 

  
Hermit Warbler  
Dendroica occidentalis 

Uncommon in pine forest. 
  
Black -and-white Warbler  
Mniotilta varia 

Common and widespread. 
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American Redstart  
Setophaga ruticilla 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Ovenbird  
Seiurus aurocapilla 

One at El Ocote. 
  
MacGillivray's Warbler  
Oporornis tolmiei 

Fairly common in thickets in the interior and at middle elevations of interior and Pacific slope of the 
sierras. 

  
Common Yellowthroat  
Geothlypis trichas 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Gray-crowned Yellowthroat  
Geothlypis poliocephala 

Uncommon near Tuxtepec and at El Sumidero. We had great views of one at the former location. 
  
Hooded Warbler  
Wilsonia citrina 

Abundant at mid-to-lower elevations on the Gulf slope. 
  
Wilson's Warbler  
Wilsonia pusilla 

Abundant and widespread in all but the driest habitats. 
  
Red-faced Warbler  
Cardellina rubrifrons 

One at La Cumbre. 
  
"White -eared" Red Warbler*  
Ergaticus ruber ruber group 

Fairly common in pine forest and cloudforest north of the Isthmus. One of a kind! 
  
Painted Whitestart  
Myioborus pictus 

A couple in the stunted oaks above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
Slate-throated Whitestart  
Myioborus miniatus 

Fairly common in moist habitats at middle and high elevations. 
  
H Fan-tailed Warbler^  
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Euthlypis lachrymosa 
Heard at El Sumidero. 

  
Golden -crowned Warbler  
Basileuterus culicivorus 

Uncommon at lower elevations on the Gulf slope. Also in cloudforest in the Sierra Madre del Sur.  
  
Rufous -capped Warbler*  
Basileuterus rufifrons 

Common on brushy slopes. 
  
Chestnut -capped [Rufous-capped] Warbler^  
Basileuterus [r.] delattrii 

Common near Mapastepec.  
 

Golden -browed Warbler^  
Basileuterus belli 

Fairly common in dark tangles of high elevation forests. 
  
Yellow -breasted Chat  
Icteria virens 

Uncommon but widespread. 
  
genus INCERTAE SEDIS 
  
"Common" Bananaquit  
Coereba flaveola 

A few feeding with the Azure-crowned Hummers above Valle Nacional. 
  
TANAGERS: Thraupidae   
  
"Brown -headed" Common Bush-Tanager* (E)  
Chlorospingus o. ophthalmicus 

Abundant in Gulf-slope cloudforest. 
  
"White -fronted" Common Bush-Tanager* (SMS)  
Chlorospingus o. albifrons 
 Uncommon in cloudforest of the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Black -throated Shrike-Tanager^  
Lanio aurantius 

We had incredible luck with the species. Seemingly out of nowhere, a male appeared in a dead tree 
near Tuxtepec, and the next day, we saw a female up close and personal above Valle Nacional. 

  
Crimso n-collared Tanager  
Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 

Uncommon near Tuxtepec. 
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Blue -gray Tanager  
Thraupis episcopus 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec, including at the hotel. 
  
Yellow -winged Tanager^  
Thraupis abbas 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Red-legged Honeycreeper  
Cyanerpes cyaneus 

Abundant near Mapastepec. Many of the males were molting into breeding plumage. 
  
genus INCERTAE SEDIS 
   
"Eastern" Grayish Saltator  
Saltator c. coerulescens 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Buff -throated Saltator  
Saltator maximus 

A few near Tuxtepec. 
  
Black -headed Saltator  
Saltator a. atriceps 

Common in wet forest at lower elevations. 
  
EMBERIZIDS: Emberizidae  
   
Blue -black Grassquit  
Volatinia jacarina 

Abundant near Tuxtepec. 
  
Variable Seedeater  
Sporophila aurita 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Cinnamon -rumped Seedeater* (W)  
Sporophila torqueola 

A dozen or so in the dry valley below Gueletao de Ju‡rez. 
  
White -collared Seedeater  
Sporophila [t.] morelleti 

Abundant near Tuxtepec and Mapastepec. 
  
Thick -billed Seed-finch  
Oryzoborus funereus 
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A few near Tuxtepec. 
  
Yellow -faced Grassquit  
Tiaris olivaceus 

A couple near Tuxtepec. 
  
Cinnamon -bellied Flowerpiercer^  
Diglossa baritula 

A few seen in the cloudforest and high pine forest above Valle Nacional, including a male that sat 
motionless on a bare twig for a good 5 minutes. TheyÕre usually anything but motionless! 

 
L White-naped Brush-finch^  
Atlapetes albinucha 

I saw one fly across the road in the cloudforest above Valle Nacional, but there was nowhere safe to 
pull off the road. 

  
Rufous -capped Brush-finch*  
Atlapetes pileatus 

Nice views of a couple in the Sierra Madre del Sur cloudforest. 
  
Chestnut -capped Brush-finch  
Arremon brunneinucha 

A few in cloudforest of both sierras. 
  
Olive Sparrow  
Arremonops rufivirgatus 

A pair near Tuxtepec. 
  
Collared Towhee*  
Pipilo ocai 

Nice views of a singing male in pine-fir forest at La Cumbre. 
  
Spotted Towhee  
Pipilo maculatus 

Common in the dry interior. Also at San JosŽ del Pac’fico. Howell & Webb shows the latter location 
to be out-of-range, but IÕve seen them there half a dozen times. 

  
White -throated Towhee* (SW)  
Pipilo albicollis 

Abundant in the dry interior, including at the hotel in Oaxaca. 
  
Bridled Sparrow* (SW)  
Aimophila mystacalis 

Uncommon in the dry interior. 
  
Sumichrast's (Cinnamon -tailed) Sparrow* (I)  
Aimophila sumichrasti 
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Common but hard to see near Tehuantepec. Persistence paid off. 
  
Rufous -crowned Sparrow  
Aimophila ruficeps 

One showed off at Monte Alb‡n. 
  
Rusty Sparrow  
Aimophila rufescens 

One in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Oaxaca Sparrow* (SW)  
Aimophila notosticta 

Frustratingly, two people had great views of this very uncooperative bird near Oaxaca City. 
  
Chipping Sparrow  
Spizella passerina 

Uncommon in the dry interior. 
  
Lark Sparrow  
Chondestes grammacus 

 A few near Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
 
Lincoln' s Sparrow  
Melospiza lincolnii 

Uncommon but widespread. 
  
Yellow -eyed Junco  
Junco phaeonotus 

Common in pine forest. 
  
CARDINALIDS: Cardinalidae  
   
Hepatic Tanager  
Piranga flava 

Uncommon in pine forest. 
  
Summer Tanager  
Piranga rubra 

Common and widespread on moist, coastal slopes. 
  
Western Tanager  
Piranga ludoviciana 

Common and widespread. Abundant in pine forest of the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
Flame-colored Tanager  
Piranga bidentata 

A couple in the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
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Red-headed Tanager* (W)  
Piranga erythrocephala 

One female at La Cumbre. Good thing, because, amazingly, we missed it in the Sierra Madre del 
Sur. 

  
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager  
Habia rubica 

Fairly common near Tuxtepec and El Ocote. 
  
Red-throated Ant-Tanager  
Habia fuscicauda 

Common in lowland rainforest. 
  
Black -faced Grosbeak  
Caryothraustes poliogaster 

A nice flock near Tuxtepec. 
  
Northern Cardinal  
Cardinalis cardinalis 

A pair near Tuxtepec. 
  
"Long -crested" Cardinal* (W)  
Cardinalis c. carnea 

A pair of this well-named taxon at Zipolite. This neat-looking population is completely allopatric from 
other Northern Cardinals, but curiously it isnÕt mentioned in Howell & Webb. 

  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  
Pheucticus ludovicianus 

Common in moist, middle-to-lower elevation forest. 
  
Black -headed Grosbeak  
Pheucticus melanocephalus 

Uncommon in the dry interior. 
  
Red-breasted Chat* (W)  
Granatellus venustus 

One exhibitionist male near Zipolite. What a show! 
  
"Eastern" Blue Bunting^  
Cyanocompsa p. parellina 

One male near Tuxtepec. 
  
"Western" Blue Bunting* (W)  
Cyanocompsa p. indigotica 

A pair at Zipolite. 
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Indigo Bunting  
Passerina cyanea 

Common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Rosita's (Rose -bellied) Bunting* (I)  
Passerina rositae 

Half a dozen at La Sepultura, including scope views of both sexes. This has to be one of MexicoÕs 
coolest birds, and its miniscule range only adds to the allure. 

  
Orange -breasted Bunting* (W)  
Passerina leclancherii 

WOW! Another bird I never tire of. Common in Pacific-slope thornforest. 
  
Varied Bunting  
Passerina versicolor 

One male at El Sumidero. ItÕs a purple bird! 
  
Painted Bunting  
Passerina ciris 

Uncommon in what was formerly lowland rainforest. 
  
ICTERIDS: Icteridae  
  
L Eastern Meadowlark  
Sturnella magna 

Another bird I saw in transit on the Isthmus that the Illinoisans didnÕt want to go after. 
  
Melodious Blackbird  
Dives dives 

Common near Tuxtepec. Also noted near Mapastepec and in coastal Oaxaca near Huatulco. The 
species has rapidly expanded ÒnorthÓ along the Pacific coast in the past couple decades. It now 
occurs in Guerrero. 

  
Great -tailed Grackle  
Quiscalus mexicanus 

Abundantly abundant. 
  
Bronzed Cowbird  
Molothrus aeneus 

Fairly common and widespread in the flatlands. 
  
Black -vented Oriole^  
Icterus wagleri 

Common in the dry interior. A number of them were feeding in coral beans above Teotitl‡n del Valle. 
  
Black -cowled Oriole  
Icterus prosthemelas 
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Fairly common near Tuxtepec. 
  
Orchard Oriole  
Icterus spurius 

Uncommon but widespread in the flatlands. 
  
Hooded Oriole  
Icterus cucullatus 

One feeding in the huge blooming Pseudobombax trees at the hotel in Oaxaca the first morning. 
  
Yellow -tailed Oriole  
Icterus mesomelas 

A couple near Tuxtepec. 
  
Streak -backed Oriole  
Icterus pustulatus 

Abundant in the Pacific-slope lowlands. 
  
Bullock's Oriole  
Icterus bullockii 

Common in the interior and the Sierra Madre del Sur. 
  
hybrid Black -backed x Bullock's Oriole  
Icterus bullockii x abeillei 

One male feeding in the DevilÕs Hand Tree with the Garnet-throated Hummer in the Sierra Madre 
del Sur cloudforest. 

  
Spot -breasted Oriole  
Icterus pectoralis 

A few near Mapastepec. 
  
Altamira Oriole  
Icterus gularis 

Fairly common in coastal lowlands. 
  
Dickey's [Audubon's] Oriole* (W)  
Icterus [g.] dickeyae 

One bird near Oaxaca City. A couple more in the Sierra Madre Oriental. 
  
Baltimore Oriole  
Icterus galbula 

A couple near Mapastepec and at El Ocote. 
  
Scott's Oriole  
Icterus parisorum 

A few feeding in DevilÕs Hand Trees in the Sierra Madre Oriental. 
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Yellow -billed Cacique  
Amblycercus holosericeus 

Great luck with this skulker. Seen above Valle Nacional two different days, near Mapastepec, and 
again at El Ocote. Also heard near Tuxtepec. For whatever reasons, the Mapastepec birds continue 
to defy the stereotype year after year. 

  
Yellow -winged Cacique^ (W)  
Cacicus melanicterus 

Abundant in the Pacific slope lowlands. 
  
Chestnut -headed Oropendola  
Psarocolius wagleri 

One fly-by in montane rainforest above Valle Nacional. 
  
Montezuma Oropendola  
Psarocolius montezuma 

Common in Gulf-slope rainforest. 
  
FINCHES: Fringillidae  
   
Scrub Euphonia  
Euphonia affinis 

Uncommon near Tuxtepec and Mapastepec and at La Sepultura. 
  
Yellow -throated Euphonia  
Euphonia hirundinacea 

Common near Tuxtepec in lowland rainforest edge. A trio of birds we found near Oaxaca City 
seems to have been the 3rd record for the Oaxaca Valley. 

  
Elegant [Blue -hooded] Euphonia^  
Euphonia elegantissima 

Uncommon in mistletoes within the oak scrub that rings the dry interior. 
  
Olive -backed Euphonia  
Euphonia gouldi 

A couple near Tuxtepec. 
  
House Finch  
Carpodacus mexicanus 

Common in the dry interior, including at the Oaxaca hotel. 
 
H Red Crossbill  
Loxia curvirostra 

Fly-overs heard in the pines at La Cumbre. 
   
Black -headed Siskin^  
Spinus notata 
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Great views of birds feeding in native sunflowers in the Sierra Madre del Sur cloudforest. 
  
Lesser Goldfinch  
Spinus psaltria 

Common in the dry interior and the Gulf-slope lowlands. 
  
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: Passeridae  
  
House Sparrow  
Passer domesticus 

Common around human habitation. 
 


