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Galapagos Birding and Photo Cruise 

13 ς 22 October 2017 

Guided by Iain Campbell and George Lin 

Report and photos by George Lin 

  

 

10/14/2017 ς Quito to the Galapagos (Baltra & Santa Cruz) 

After a night in Quito, we boarded our plane to Galapagos and flew west over the Pacific. The excitement increased as 

we approached Baltra, the gateway island to the Galapagos.  It's located in the center of the archipelago and has one of 

the two main airports serving the islands. 

The turquoise waters came into view with the inhospitable landscape unfolding before us, promising exciting encounters 

with the wildlife that evolved to survive here.  After landing and sorting out our luggage and camera gear, we got on a 

ferry and made a short trip across the channel onto the island of Santa Cruz and headed into the highlands. 
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The habitat changed from the dry costal scrub to the 

moss drenched wet Scalesia forest.  We got out and 

started scouring the ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ Ψ5ŀǊǿƛƴϥǎΩ 

Finches.  The Galapagos Mockingbird greeted us at 

the parking lot, and we continued through the forest.  

The trees were laden with lichens and the trail 

carpeted with volcanic ashes. 

 

Soon, a Galapagos Flycatcher flew into view; we 

continued our search and found Vegetarian Finch, 

Woodpecker Finch, Green Warbler-Finch, Large and 

Small Tree-Finches, Medium Ground-Finch and even 

a few Yellow Warblers. 
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After the initial excitement of seeing our first Galapagos endemics, we headed to El Chato for lunch.  El Chato is a ranch 

that is also the home of hundreds of Santa Cruz Giant Tortoises.  This was a sight to behold and it was great observing 

these ancient creatures grazing on the grass.   

After lunch, we headed to Puerto Ayora, which is the biggest town on the Galapagos, to board the Reina Silvia, our home 

for the next seven nights.  We cruised through the night to the island of Española. 
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10/15/2017 ς Española (AM - Gardener Bay; PM ς Punta Suarez) 

It was a great start in the morning when a pod of more than 300 Bottle-nosed Dolphins greeted us around the boat, 

splashing and cutting through the waves.  Our first stop this morning was on Gardener Bay with its immaculate white 

sandy beaches.   

There were several Galapagos Sea Lions lounging around on the beach that didn't seem bothered at all when we 

approached for some photos.  The Española Mockingbird, an endemic to the island, was plentiful on the beach and very 

inquisitive.  They hopped within a few inches of our shoes, searching for food and water.   
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Another curious sight to behold was the humble Yellow Warbler hopping around the Galapagos Sea Lions, looking for 

flies and other insects to eat.  There were also Galapagos Doves, Gray Warbler-Finches, Galapagos Hawks, and 

Española Cactus-Finches on the beach.  There were also some interesting shorebirds as well like Baird's Sandpiper, 

Sanderling, and Wandering Tattler. 
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After lunch onboard the ship, we returned to the island, but this time to Punta Suarez which is located on the southern 

end.  Here, we witnessed our first iconic Marine Iguanas.  There were many of them basking in the sun and swimming in 

the ocean off the beach.   

 

Punta Suarez is also the location where Waved Albatross nests and we got to see them flying majestically across the 

skies and clumsily taking off as well.  There were Galapagos Lava Lizards and Nazca Boobies and our first Blue-footed 

Booby on the island as well.  A Galapagos Hawk nest was also seen, with a juvenile within it that was flapping its wings, 

no doubt practicing for its first flight in the near future. 


