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Guided by lain Campbell and George Lin
Report and photos byseorge Lin
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10/14/2017 ¢ Quito to the Galapagos (Baltra &anta Cruz)

After a night in Quito, we boarded our plane to Galapagos and flew west over the Pacific. The excitement irageased
we approached Baltra, the gateway island to the Galapagos. It's located in the center of the archipelago and has one
the two mainairports serving the islands.

The turquoise waters came into view with the inhospitable landscape unfolding before us, promising excitogters
with the wildlife that evolved to survive here. After landing and sorting out our luggage andraagear, we got on a
ferry and made a short trip across the channel onto the island of Santa Cruz and headed into the highlands.
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The habitat changed from the dry costal scrub to
moss drenched weScalesidorest. We got out anc
started scouring theF 2 NS &ad F2NJ (K
Finches. Thé&alapagos Mockingbirdjreeted us at
the parking lofand we continued through the fores
The treeswere laden with lichens and the tra
carpeted with volcanic ashes.
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“ MEDIUM GROUND-FINCH (Geospiza fortis)
Santa Cruz Island - Galapagos - Ecuador - 2017.10.14
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Soon, a Galapagos Flycatcheflew into view; we
continued oursearch and foundvegetarian Finch
Woodpecker Finch, Green Warbliinch, Largeand
Small Treerinckes Medium GroundFinchand even
a fewYellow Warblers

GALAPAGOS FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus magnirostris) “
Santa Cruz Island - Galapagos - Ecuador - 2017.10.14
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j\ SANTA CRUZ GALAPAGOS TORTOISE (Geochelone nigrita)
Santa Cruz Island - Galapagos - Ecuador - 2017.10.14
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After the initial excitement ofeeingour first Galapagoendemics we headed t&El Chatdor lunch. El Chatas a ranch
that is also the home of hundreds 8fanta Cruz Giant Tortoise Ths was a sight to behold and it was great observing
these ancientreatures grazing on the grass

After lunch, we headed tBuertoAyora which is the biggest town on the Galapagmsboard theReina Silviaour home
for the next sevemights. We cruisal through the nighto the island oEspdiola.
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10/15/2017 ¢ Espdiola (AM- Gardener BayPM ¢ Punta Suarez)

It was a great start in the morning when a pod of more than B6@le-nosed Dolphins greeted us around the boat,
splashing and cutting through the waves. Our first stop this morning wa3andener Bayvith its immaculate white
sandy beaches.

There wee severalGalapagos Sea Liorleunging around on the beacthat didn't seem botheredat all when we
approacted for some photos.TheEspdiola Mockingbird an endemic to the islandyas plentiful orthe beach and very
inquisitive. They hopped within a famches of our shoesearchingor food and water.
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b R
ESPANOLA (HOOD) MOCKINGBIRD [E] (Mimus macdonaldi) j‘
Espanola Island - Galapagos - Ecuador - 2017.10.15
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Another curious sight to behold was teimble Yellow Warblerhopping around theGalapagos Sea Lioneoking for
flies andother insects to eat. There werealso Galapagos DovesGray WarblefFincltes, Galapagos Haws and

Espdiola CactusFincheson the beach There werealso some interesting shorebirds as well liBaird's Sandpiper
SanderlingandWandering Tattler
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WAVED ALBATROSS (Phoebastria irrorata) j\
Espanola Island - Galapagos - Ecuador - 2017.10.15 DAL
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After lunch onboard the ship, we returned tbe island, but this time t@®®untaSuarezvhich is loated on the southern
end. Here we witnessed our first iconitMarine Ilguana. There werananyof them basking in the sun and swimming in

the ocean off the beach.

Punta Suarers also the location wher@aved Albatrossnests and wegot to see them flying majestically across the
skies and clumsily taking off as well. There w@sdapagos Lava Lizardsd Naza Boobiesand our firstBlue-footed
Boobyon the island as wellA Galapagos Hawkestwas also seenyith a juvenilewithin it that was flgppingits wings,
no doubtpracticing forits first flight in the near future.
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