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Introduction 

 Southeast Arizona is one of those birding destinations that can be good at any time of 
year, although, it is arguably at its best during the monsoon season, usually its wettest and 
greenest. I have been birding in this wondrous state for for over 8 years now and each time has 
something different and exciting to offer. During this specific time of year, neotropic birds and 
“standard” U.S residents are common and are beginning or in the midst of their breeding season, 
meaning that males are actively singing and defending territory. This time of year also brings in 
some great fall migrants, especially warblers. And just where are these birds? Well, they are 
surrounded by a vast array of habitats – the iconic rocky desert dotted in saguaros, arid 
grasslands, oak covered foothills and a few verdant oases wreathed in wetlands. 

 As the monsoons come with winds and rain that breathe new life into the arid desert, 
many bird species are at their most beautiful. This is especially true of the hummingbirds, one of 
the key groups visiting birders wish to spend time with, and there is no better area for this on the 
continent. On this tour we will focus on an array of hummingbirds like, Broad-tailed, Rivoli’s, 
Broad-billed, Lucifer, and many more are all possible, in addition to North America’s largest 
species, the bold Blue-throated Mountain-Gem. This area is also fantastic for species that just 
reach into the states. Birds like the gorgeous Five-striped Sparrow, White-eared Hummingbird, 
Elegant Trogon and the elusive Mexican Whip-Poor-Will. These rare and range restrictive birds 
really make this trip something unique and special for the guests and the guide. All of the special 
birds are surely found in very special locations. 

 Among the hallowed mountain destinations that will feature are Miller Canyon in the 
Huachuca’s, Cave Creek Canyon in the Chiricahua’s, and Madera Canyon in the Santa Rita’s, 
which all have high value birds to photograph both at feeders and in the field. The forests in 
these sky islands are home to vibrant species like Elegant Trogon, Red-faced Warbler, and 
Painted Redstart, while the desert areas below host Gambel’s Quail, Greater Roadrunner, Gila 
Woodpeckers, Varied Bunting and the difficult to pronounce, Pyrrhuloxia. This part of Arizona 
provides plenty of stunning landscapes in which to enjoy too, an often missed feature of this 
destination. This tour should appeal to those from the east, wanting to experience the vastly 
different western birds, but also those who have visited Arizona in a different season, or in a 
different year. There is so much to offer in Arizona it justifies multiple visits, for no two single 
seasons are the same and neither the years. 

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

http://www.tropicalbirding.com
mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

Itinerary 

August 3rd    Day 1: Arrival / Saguaro NP (east loop) 

August 4th    Day 2: Mount Lemmon to Green Valley/Santa Rita Mtns. 

 August 5th    Day 3:  Santa Rita Mountains/ Rio Rico and Area 

August 6th    Day 4: Patagonia Area/Las Cienegas and Area 

August 7th    Day 5: Patagonia Area/Sierra Vista/Huachuca Mtns. 

August 8th    Day 6:  Huachuca Mountains 

August 9th    Day 7:  Huachuca Mountains/Portal/Chiricahua Mtns. 

August 10th    Day 8:  Portal Area/Chiricahua Mtns/Wilcox 

August 11th    Day 9:  Chiricahua Mountains 

August 12th    Day 10:  Wilcox/ AND DEPARTURES 
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Tour Summary Day 

Day One (August 3rd) - For the first day of the tour, I met the group in the hotel and after a 
quick introduction, we went out for our first meal, a classic “hole-in-the-wall” Mexican 
restaurant. After a delicious meal, we went to our first location; Saguaro National Park (east 
loop). Here we have several targets and after a few hours of searching around we were able to get 
see; Lesser Nighthawk, Curve-billed Thrasher, Cactus Wren, White-winged Dove, Purple Martin 
(Desert), Rufous-winged Sparrow, Gila Woodpecker, Gilded Flicker, Black-throated Sparrow, 
Pyrrhuloxia, Bell’s and Warbling Vireo and Verdin. On the way out of the park, we were treated 
to a lovely surprise, a Sonoran Desert Tortoise. These creatures usually venture our on a “walk-
about” when the rains hit and hit hard they have this monsoon season. After a very successful 
evening, we went back to the hotel for an evenings rest. 
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Day Two (August 4th) - Today was to be a long day. It started off with one of my favorite parts 
of these tours and of Arizona in general. We began our trip up Mount Lemmon with a brief stop 
at Molino Basin Overlook. Here we found, Lesser Goldfinch, Northern Cardinal, Blue 
Grosbeak, Cooper’s Hawk, House Finch, and a few Brown-headed Cowbirds. It was a bit slow in 
this beautiful riparian habitat so instead of lingering, I moved the group along to aim for a pretty 
difficult and often shy little sparrow. We arrived at our next stop up the road and here, at Geology 
Vista, we were able to locate our target, the Black-chinned Sparrow. This is a bird I have missed 
on previous tours and on my own so it was a real treat to nail this guy for the group. We 
continued up the road to our next destination; Rose Canyon Lake. Here we managed to find all 
of our targets; Red-faced Warbler, Virginia Warbler, Grace’s Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Olive 
Warbler, Plumbeous Vireo, Bushtit, Stellar’s Jay, Common Black Hawk, Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird, Rufous Hummingbird, Pygmy Nuthatch, Hepatic Tanager and Red-tailed Hawk. 
After this fantastic stop, we were off to our next spot, a ridge-line where a recently reported 
Short-tailed Hawk had been seen. While we couldn’t find that bird, we did locate a Zone-tailed 
Hawk. 

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Sonoran Desert Tortoise - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Archives, 2021”

mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com
http://www.tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Red-faced Warbler - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Custom Arizona Photo Tour, 2021”

Zone-tailed Hawk - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Archives, 2016”

http://www.tropicalbirding.com
mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

As brunch time approached, I pushed the group to the end of the road and as far up the mountain 
as we could drive. Here we added a Mountain Chickadee and we were close to adding a Calliope 
Hummingbird but I could not be 100% confident with any of the possible sitings. As the day 
warmed up, we called it a morning and went to brunch. After a great meal, we meandered back 
down the mountain before checking into the hotel, we visited a nearby canyon for more specialty 
birds. We arrived in Montosa Canyon during the heat of the afternoon so the birding was quite 
slow. We managed a Varied Bunting, Canyon Towhee and White-winged Dove. Not what I was 
hoping for but frankly, when its 100+ degrees, what else can you expect. So, we called it a 
morning, checked into our hotel and after a quick break, spent the afternoon around Madera 
Canyon. 
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In Madera Canyon, we were able to locate a few good birds but a brewing storm had us turn in 
for the evening. As always, the hummingbirds at Santa Rita Lodge put on a good show. We 
added, Black-chinned, Broad-billed and Rivoli’s Hummingbirds to our growing list of birds. We 
also saw some good birds at the feeders. Birds like, Black-headed Grosbeak, Hepatic Tanager, 
Bewick’s Wren, Mexican Jay, White-breasted Nuthatch, Wild (Gould’s) Turkey and the ever 
popular Acorn Woodpecker. Unfortunately, the weather started getting really bad and just barely 
gave us time to find a Mexican Whip-poor-will. Then at some point the weather prevented us 
from doing any more owling on this night. The Santa Rita Mountains in general are very good 
for owls so when possible I always recommend we spend some time here looking for our little 
nocturnal friends. 
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Day Three (August 5th) - This morning we returned to Montosa Canyon to pick up two species 
(possibly three) that we missed the afternoon previous. Upon arrival, we immediately picked up 
Five-striped Sparrow and Northern Beardless Tyrannulet. The third possibility was a rare Black-
capped Gnatcatcher that had been reported a week before. This bird is variable from year to year 
but this year, not that many had come into Arizona, possibly due to drought conditions or 
wintering ground conditions, who knows. One thing is for sure, it was not a good year in Arizona 
for them. 

After picking up these two highly sought after birds, we went to the Amado Water Treatment 
Plant (WTP). Here we were able to pick up; Ruddy Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Black-bellied 
Whistling Duck, Cassin’s Kingbird, Great-tailed Grackle, Yellow Warbler, Vermilion Flycatcher, 
Mourning Dove, Lark Sparrow, Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow and Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow. One of the real highlights of this stop was a distant but decent look at Tropical 
Kingbird. A bird we really wanted but missed here was the Mexican Duck so we would check 
this spot again in the future. 

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Five-striped Sparrow - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Photo Tour, 2021”

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Photo Tour, 2021”

http://www.tropicalbirding.com
mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Lark Sparrow - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Birding Tour, 2020”

Vermilion Flycatcher - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Arizona Archives, 2018”

mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com
http://www.tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

We then returned to Madera Canyon in order to see if we could find an Elegant Trogon. 
Unfortunately, we had no such luck so we settled for a Botteri’s Sparrow and Scaled Quail before 
going to brunch. After our meal, we went for a nice walk in one of the most famous riparian 
stripes in southeast Arizona, the DeAnza Trail, Tubac. Here we went searching and were able to 
find all of targets, including; Gray Hawk, Rose-throated Becard, and another Tropical Kingbird. 
The Rose-throated Becard we saw unfortunately did not have a “rose-throat”, something I would 
try to remedy for the group on the next day. For the afternoon we visited California Gulch where 
let’s just say, adventure awaited us. Stunning scenery and a variety of birds we have already seen 
greeted us as we made our way down the road. We managed a few new non-bird species like; 
Arizona Blonde Tarantula and Black-tailed Rattlesnake. Toward the end of the road, we picked 
up a Rock Wren and as the sun set and darkness surrounded us, we made our way out of this 
incredibly bumpy and slow road. We got back to the hotel fairly exhausted and since the next day 
didn’t require an incredibly early start, I gave the group a nice long sleep for evening.  
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Day Four (August 6th) - Today I aimed at giving the group a better view of the becard. We made 
our first stop of the day in Patagonia Rest Stop. Here we were able to find Phainopepla, 
Northern Cardinal, Varied Bunting, Cassin’s Kingbird and finally, a brilliant male Rose-throated 
Becard. We then stopped in the lovely little town of Patagonia. Recently, a Ruddy Ground Dove 
had been reported at a house so we went to check in to see if we could see that little lady. After 
some time waiting, we voted to continue on and moved just down the street to The Paton’s 
Center for Hummingbirds. Here we added the stunning Violet-crowned Hummingbird, Anna’s 
Hummingbird, Costa’s Hummingbird and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
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After a great brunch in Patagonia, we visited the infamous Las Cienegas Grasslands. There are 
three targets here and we were able to pick up two without too much trouble. Cassin’s Sparrow 
and Eastern (Lillian’s race) Meadowlark appeared to us relatively quickly but the third target, the 
Lark Bunting was seen briefly by me, only flying-by so we ended up missing that bird here but 
as with all birds on this trip, I don’t give up on them too easily so I would try again for this 
species in the future. As we exited the grasslands, a massive storm started to brew. As is the 
pattern with this season, afternoon storms are violent and scattered. Essentially, we spent the 
afternoon trying to dodge the rain. Our first stop was again, Amado WTP, in search of our 
Mexican Duck. Huge rain kept the group in the van while I searched the pond for our target. No 
sign of the duck kept us moving. With nearly everywhere covered in rain, I took the group to 
somewhere I have never been, Conoa Historic Ranch. This turned out to be a lovely and most 
importantly, DRY location, We found; Redhead, Great Blue Heron, Kildear, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Vermilion Flycatcher, Lesser Nighthawk, Blue Grosbeak, Bronzed Cowbird, Purple Martin 
(Desert) and then a surprise Sora at the end of the evening.  
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Day Five (August 7th) - Today we started early and “hiked” the Patagonia Lake SP Birding 
Trail. Here we found; Mexican Duck, Lucy’s Warbler, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black Phoebe, 
Yellow Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Pied-billed Grebe, Mallard, Turkey and Black Vulture, 
Neotropic Cormorant, Green Heron, Common Yellowthroat, Summer Tanager and some had 
fleeting glimpses of Common Ground Dove. Over the past few months, southeast Arizona has 
been getting some much needed rain but it does mean a lot of trails, roads and areas are flooded. 
The trail was no exception. We were forced to turn back due to trail conditions. I took the group 
down the back road to see what else we could find but at this point during the morning it was 
nearly 90+ degrees and the activity was starting to really die down. We did manage to add Ash-
throated Flycatcher and American Kestrel. We made another quick stop in Patagonia to look for 
the Ruddy Ground Dove. This time, just upon our arrival, I saw the bird in the grass but before 
anyone could get eyes on, it flew up into the trees and out of sight for the rest of the morning so 
finally, we had to move on from our attempts at this guy. We then walked one of the newer trails 
around The Paton Center for Hummingbirds and picked up Lazuli Bunting and Abert’s Towhee. 
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On the way over to Sierra Vista, I decided to try the southern entrance of Las Cienegas 
Grasslands to give us another shot at Lark Bunting. Unfortunately, we had no luck again. We did 
manage Western Kingbird, Cassin’s, and Botteri’s Sparrow as well as Eastern (Lillian’s) 
Meadowlark once again. We moved on to make our rendezvous in Sierra Vista. Our afternoon 
target was the beautiful Lucifer Hummingbird at the lovely Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary which 
appeared after a bit of a wait time. We also managed, Costa’s, Anna’s, Black-chinned, and Broad-
billed Hummingbirds. We returned to Sierra Vista for a nice dinner after a successful day and a 
lovely afternoon of birding. Tomorrow’s outing would have us going up one of the many 
canyons of the Huachuca Mountains. These roads are often bumpy and very slow so it does take 
a lot out of you so I advised everyone to get a lot rest. So, we skipped owling for the evening (it 
was looking a little dodgy anyway) and turned in nice and early for a good nights rest. 
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Broad-billed Hummingbird - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Day Six (August 8th) - This is one of my favorite mornings of the tour. I really love Carr 
Canyon. Yes, the road is really bumpy, slow and rough but what an amazing place to bird and 
just hang out…especially when the day gets hotter. Our time in Carr Canyon added the following 
species; Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Spotted Towhee, American Robin, Hermit Thrush, Canyon 
Wren, Bridled Titmouse, Arizona Woodpecker, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Northern Flicker, 
Hutton’s Vireo, Yellow-eyed Junco, Woodhouse Scrub Jay, White-throated Swift, Brown 
Creeper, and Black-headed Grosbeak. Unfortunately, two of the main targets for this destination, 
the Greater Pewee and Buff-breasted Flycatcher, eluded us, but no matter, I’d try for those again 
the next morning. 
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After our short break, we came outside to yet another dreary afternoon. This time however, we 
couldn’t outrun the rain so instead, I treated the group to some nice ice cream and an early 
evening. This was an especially important evening as we had a pretty difficult hike to do the next 
morning and I wanted everyone well rested to hunt for five BIG targets. 

Day Seven (August 9th) - Missing the Buff-breasted Flycatcher in Carr Canyon is a rare 
occasion and not something I have actually ever had happen to me before. The same sort of 
situation applies to the Greater Pewee. Luckily, both of these birds can be found throughout the 
higher elevations in the Huacucha Mountains. And so, bright and early, we started our hike up 
Miller Canyon Trail. Though we had two targets to pick-up from missed outings, the big reason 
for our trek up this canyon was for a very special little hummingbird. This trail is pretty steep, 
rocky and slippery. I would estimate it is about a 6-8% grade non-stop until a certain point at 
which it gets really steep. Luckily, all of our birds are found just before that really steep bit. A 
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few minutes into our hike, I heard the song of our first target, the Painted Redstart. Then, not 
moments later, we found two Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers. Two out of the five targets in the first 
10-minutes…a good start but if I am honest, the easiest of the five. We had to go some distance 
further and then just about 1 mile up the trail, we found our first of the three harder targets, the 
Greater Pewee. Now on a great role, we kept searching and a few hundred meters up the trail, I 
heard the unmistakable fast “ticking” of our smallest target, the White-eared Hummingbird. Sure 
enough, a beautiful male was hanging out by a beautiful patch of pink Salvia. Now with four out 
of the five targets secured it was time to locate the surprise miss of Carr Canyon. I took the group 
up another fifth of a mile and then, out of nowhere, he appeared, a beautiful Buff-breasted 
Flycatcher. Five out of five, a great morning hike! 
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Greater Pewee - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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We then went quickly down to Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and were treated to a stunning 
Greater Roadrunner, surprisingly, a first for the trip. After a nice brunch we set off for our last 
destination of the tour, the far corner of southeast Arizona (and in some cases, New Mexico) the 
Chiricahua Mountains. We made our way from Sierra Vista and based on the time, I chose to 
come over the mountains, rather than around them. We started by visiting a nearby canyon for 
Mexican Spotted Owl but unfortunately, we had no such luck but we did run into a very excellent 
species, another Mexican Whip-poor-will, this time on a day roost! This bird on a day roost is 
not a guarantee on the tour but it is something I spend a little bit of time searching for and luckily 
on this occasion, I was able to find one for the group while searching for the owls. We also ran 
into American Robin, Cordilleran Flycatcher, Yellow-eyed Junco and another Hermit Thrush. On 
the way down to Portal I took Portal to Paradise Road, with hope of titmouse, gnatcatchers and 
orioles but again, a poor weather afternoon saw us going down the road without too much action. 
We checked into our accommodations in New Mexico and turned in for the evening. 
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Day Eight (August 10th) - It is imperative for today that we get an early start to the morning as 
our targets were early risers and not very active more than an hour or so past sunrise. Within 
minutes however, we were able to see Bendire’s and Crissal Thrasher. We continued down 
Stateline Road and found, Lark Sparrow, Bullock’s Oriole, Western Kingbird, Scaled Quail, 
Gambel’s Quail, Verdin, and finally, though it was a female or winter plumage bird, a Lark 
Bunting! We then continued onward and into portal to meet up with one of the most sought after 
species of the tour and indeed, southeast Arizona. After just a few minutes of waiting down 
South Fork of Cave Creek Canyon, we had a wonderful male and female Elegant Trogon fly 
into their nesting site, delivering much desired insect nutrition to an eager chick. We hung out 
with the pair for a little while until the group was ready to go. We quickly checked Herb Martyr 
road for a recently reported Beryline Hummingbird but unfortunately, though we waited, we had 
no such luck. We did manage another Violet-crowned Hummingbird, Painted Redstart, Dusky-
capped Flycatcher, Plumbeous Vireo, Grace’s Warbler, and Western Wood Pewee. 
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After our break, guess what…yep, another storm was brewing over the Chiricahua Mountains. I 
looked at our radar and though those are more predictive than an indication of what will really 
happen, I decided that we should gamble and try something else. I brought my idea to the group 
and thankfully, they agreed. So, we settled in for the long hour and a half drive north to Wilcox, 
specifically, Twin Lakes Golf Course Pond (a.k.a Wilcox Lake). This was a big gamble…
recently, I knew the pond hadn’t been filled by the city and the few times I had checked the pond 
in the recent month, it was dead. However, the recent rains and the progressing migration season 
gave me hope but still, I didn’t really know what was going to happen. Luckily the gamble paid 
off and not only was it cloudy with no rain, but the lake was PACKED with birds. I got out of 
the car and after an immediate sigh of relief, got to work with the scope. Here we were able to 
locate; Blue-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Mexican Duck, Mallard, Western Sandpiper, Least 
Sandpiper, Baird’s Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semi-palmated Sandpiper, Red-necked 
Phalarope, Wilson’s Phalarope, Black Tern, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Short-billed Dowitcher, Long-billed Dowitcher, Killdear and a Great Blue Heron…
WHEW! A massive species grab to end a wonderful day. 
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American Avocet - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Day Nine (August 11th) - Today was our last full day and we had a mission. High elevation birds 
were on the list so bright and early we ventured up the mountain, again traveling up Portal to 
Paradise Road. Our first real stop was a pull off on the way up to Barfoot Park. The stop was 
made for a few of the birds commonly found at this elevation such as; Stellar’s Jay, Western 
Bluebird, Hairy Woodpecker, Western Tanager, Common Raven, Pygmy Nuthatch, Band-tailed 
Pigeon, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, and Bushtit were treating our optics. The rare bird of the 
stop came in the form of a beautiful Olive-sided Flycatcher. Awesome. 

When we finally arrived in Barfoot Park proper we essentially had four birds to find…all 
small…all quick and thankfully, all present! Within minutes we picked up a flock of warblers 
easily 100+ birds dense and within that flock our targets; Mexican Chickadee, Hermit Warbler, 
Townsend’s Warbler and Black-throated Gray Warbler were enjoying the feast with their travel 
companions. 
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Black-throated Gray Warbler - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Western Bluebird - Guide: Ben Knoot 

“Custom Arizona Photo Tour, 2021”

Band-tailed Pigeon - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Very content with our success here, we hopped into the van and ventured back down the road. I 
stopped briefly at the sight of a House Wren and was delighted to then hear, and eventually 
locate a beautiful little female Calliope Hummingbird. As we traveled back down towards portal 
we ran into more warbler flocks, that included many of the same birds we have already seen but 
we picked up a splendid little Hutton’s Vireo in one of them near the split of Forest Road 42 and 
42B. We checked in briefly at the George Walker House to try and see the Juniper Titmouse but 
as the light was going dim, we decided to ditch that idea and go back down the mountain and go 
searching once again for our spotted owl. After loads of searching, the sharp eyes of one of the 
guest spotted the juvenile Mexican Spotted Owl starting to mature and grow in its feathers. A 
very cute and cuddly way to end our time in Portal. 
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Calliope Hummingbird - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Day Ten (August 12th) - Afternoon departures for the day meant another early start and I 
decided to once again take advantage of migration season and visit Twin Lakes Golf Course 
Pond (a.k.a Wilcox Lake). However, this time, based on one of the vocal desires (which I greatly 
appreciate) a Golden Eagle was on the wishlist. And so, I took a bit of a roundabout route 
towards Wilcox and luckily, my local nesting pair of Golden Eagle were still around their 
favored cliff face. We continued on towards the lake and upon arrival, we found that a lot of the 
same birds were present but this time, we were able to add; Long-billed Curlew, White-faced 
Ibis, Stilt Sandpiper, Northern Shoveler, Black-crowned Night Heron, Northern Harrier, and a 
wonderful little Semi-palmated Plover. After we left the pond and had a nice and relaxed brunch, 
I dropped the first guest off at the airport for their flight, dropped the rest of the guests off at their 
hotels and we called it a great trip. 
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Mexican Spotted Owl - Guide: Ben Knoot 
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Bird and Other Sightings List 

Summary: 

 - 190 Birds Seen 

Species Seen

Ducks, Geese and Swans

Black-bellied Whistling Duck

Mexican Duck

Blue-winged Teal

Cinnamon Teal

Northern Shoveler

Mallard

Redhead

Ring-necked Duck

Ruddy Duck

New World Quail

Scaled Quail

Gambel’s Quail

Partridges, Grouse, Turkeys and Old World Quail

Wild (Gould’s) Turkey

Grebes

Pied-billed Grebe

Cormorants

Neotropical Cormorant

Herons, Bitterns and Allies

Species
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Great Blue Heron

Black-crowned Night Heron

Cattle Egret

Green Heron

Ibis and Spoonbill

White-faced Ibis

New World Vultures

Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture

Kites, Eagles and Hawks

Golden Eagle

Northern Harrier

Cooper’s Hawk

Common Blackhawk

Harris’s Hawk

Gray Hawk

Zone-tailed Hawk

Swainson’s Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Caracaras and Falcons

American Kestrel

Rains, Gallinules and Coots

American Coot

SeenSpecies
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Sora

Lapwings and Plovers

Killdeer

Semi-palmated Plover

Stilts and Avocets

Black-necked Stilt

American Avocet

Sandpipers, Phalaropes and Allies

Lesser Yellowlegs

Spotted Sandpiper

Long-billed Curlew

Baird’s Sandpiper 

Western Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Semi-palmated Sandpiper

Stilt Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Wilson’s Phalarope

Red-necked Phalarope

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers

Black Tern

Pigeons and Doves

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)

SeenSpecies
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Band-tailed Pigeon

Inca Dove

Eurasian-collared Dove

White-winged Dove

Mourning Dove

Cuckoos

Greater Roadrunner

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Owls

Western Screech Owl

Great Horned Owl

Mexican Spotted Owl

Goatsuckers

Lesser Nighthawk

Mexican Whip-poor-will

Swifts

White-throated Swift

Hummingbirds

Rivoli’s Hummingbird

Blue-throated Mountain Gem

Black-chinned Hummingbird

Costa’s Hummingbird

Anna’s Hummingbird

SeenSpecies

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

http://www.tropicalbirding.com
mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

Rufous Hummingbird

Broad-tailed Hummingbird

Broad-billed Hummingbird

Calliope Hummingbird

Lucifer’s Hummingbird

Violet-crowned Hummingbird

White-eared Hummingbird

Trogons

Elegant Trogon

Woodpeckers

Acorn Woodpecker

Gila Woodpecker

Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Arizona Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker

Gilded Flicker

Tyrant Flycatchers

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet

Greater Pewee

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Western Wood Pewee

Cordilleran Flycatcher

SeenSpecies
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Buff-breasted Flycatcher

Say’s Phoebe

Black Phoebe

Vermillion Flycatcher

Ash-throated Flycatcher

Brown-crested Flycatcher

Dusky-capped Flycatcher

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher

Tropical Kingbird

Cassin's Kingbird

Western Kingbird

Tityras and Allies

Rose-throated Becard

Shrikes

Loggerhead Shrike

Vireos

Bell’s Vireo

Hutton’s Vireo

Plumbeous Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Crows and Jays

Steller’s Jay

Woodhouse’s Jay

SeenSpecies
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Mexican Jay

Chihuahuan Raven

Common Raven

Larks

Horned Lark

Swallows

Purple Martin

Violet-green Swallow

Barn Swallow

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Chickadees and Titmice

Mexican Chickadee

Mountain Chickadee

Bridled Titmouse

Penduline Tits

Verdin

Long-tailed Tits

Bushtit

Nuthatches

White-breasted Nuthatch

Pygmy Nuthatch

Creepers

SeenSpecies
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Brown Creeper

Wrens

House Wren

Rock Wren

Canyon Wren

Bewick’s Wren

Cactus Wren

Thrushes

Western Bluebird

Hermit Thrush

American Robin

Mockingbirds and Thrashers

Cruve-billed Thrasher

Bendire’s Thrasher

Crissal Thrasher

Northern Mockingbird

Starlings

European Starling

Silky-Flycatchers

Phainopepla

Olive Warbler

Olive Warbler

Wood-Warblers

SeenSpecies
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Lucy’s Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Virginia’s Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Yellow Warbler

Grace’s Warbler

Black-throated Gray Warbler

Hermit Warbler

Townsend’s Warbler

Wilson's Warbler

Red-faced Warbler

Painted Redstart

New World Buntings and Sparrows

Rufous-winged Sparrow

Botteri’s Sparrow

Cassin’s Sparrow

Black-chinned Sparrow

Black-throated Sparrow

Five-striped Sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Lark Bunting

Yellow-eyed Junco

Song Sparrow

SeenSpecies
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Canyon Towhee

Abert’s Towhee

Rufous-crowned Sparrow

Spotted Towhee

Yellow-breasted Chat

Yellow-breasted Chat

Cardinal, Piranga Tanager, and Allies

Hepatic Tanager

Summer Tanager

Western Tanager

Northern Cardinal

Pyrrhuloxia

Black-headed Grosbeak

Blue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

Painted Bunting

Varied Bunting

Troupials and Allies

Eastern Meadowlark (Lillian’s)

Red-winged Blackbird

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Hooded Oriole

Bullock’s Oriole

SeenSpecies
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Bronzed Cowbird

Brown-headed Cowbird

Great-tailed Grackle

Common Grackle

Fringilline and Cardueline Finches

House Finch

Lesser Goldfinch

Pine Siskin

Old World Sparrow

House Sparrow

ADDITIONAL SPECIES

Sonoran Desert Tortoise

Ornate Box Turtle

Desert Blonde Tarantula

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake

Black-tailed Rattlesnake

Harris’s Antelope Squirrel

Cliff Chipmunk

Desert Cottontail

Jack Rabbit

Cous Deer

Rock Squirrel

American Spade Foot Toad

SeenSpecies

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com
http://www.tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Tours Arizona Birding Tour August 3rd - August 12, 2021

Great Plains Toad

Coyote

SeenSpecies
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