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Summary  

The Black Hills of South Dakota lie at the crossroads between the eastern and western United States. A last 

lonely outpost of the Rocky Mountain bird community, these rugged and spectacular granite peaks are home 

to all sorts of avian wonders. Combine this with the surrounding prairies, marshes and badlands and the area 

is a major destination for birding as well as great location for scenery, history and mammals.  

 

We spent several days in the spruce and ponderosa cloaked Black Hills – the site of an infamous gold rush and 

some of the most notorious towns in the Old West. These days you’re more likely to find a nice diner and a 

good photo opportunity than a duel but things were thrilling nonetheless. We enjoyed close encounters with 

Black-backed, Lewis’s and Red-headed Woodpeckers, spent time with American Dippers and Canada Jays 

and took time to track down Canyon Wrens, Pygmy Nuthatches, Red and White-winged Crossbills at the edge 

of their range. Mammals put on a good show as well with a cooperative family of Mountain Goats and a few 

fastidious Yellow-bellied Marmots being highlights.  

 

Heading out in the prairies and pothole wetlands to the north of the Black Hills we saw some of the richest 

and most intact grasslands the continent has to offer. All expected specialties were present and on full display. 

Lark Buntings, Chestnut-collared Longspurs and Bobolinks gave impressive flight displays while Upland 

Sandpipers stood watch over nearly every field. A Baird’s Sparrow gave spectacular views and we later found 

another individual visiting a nest! Sprague’s Pipit was the most impressive songster of the lot, hovering high in 

the sky in a nearly 30 minute long bout of song before plunging to earth right in front of us!  

 

Out in the wetlands every small puddle seemed packed with birds. Marbled Godwits, Willets and Wilson’s 

Phalaropes loudly chased off intruders while Virginia Rails, Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Sedge Wrens sang 

from within the marsh. American White Pelicans, Redhead, Canvasback, Franklin’s Gull, Eared, Western and 

Clark’s Grebes all floated on the open water, many with large family groups. We even had a few unexpected 

surprises in the forms of White-faced Ibis, Leconte’s Sparrow and American Bittern! 

 

Finally, Badlands National Park provided some unearthly scenery and vast grasslands teeming with American 

Bison and Black-tailed Prairie Dogs. Burrowing Owls, Dickcissels, Rock Wrens, and a Golden Eagle provided 

the avian entertainment in this indescribable park. It was a week jam-packed with birds in the full throes of 

mid-summer. The days were long, activity was high and the possibilities were endless. There are few places 

better to the peak of nesting season than the Dakotas in summer and they more than lived up to expectations.  

 

Trip Report 

Day 1: 

As the sun rose and dappled the Black Hills we found ourselves birding in the looming shadow of Mount 

Rushmore. While things were slow to start a trickle of song began that built over the next hour into a pleasant 

sonic stream – cheery Yellow-rumped Warblers, squeaky Cordilleran Flycatchers, trilling (White-winged) 
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Dark-eyed Juncos and wheezy Western Wood-Pewees all greeted us as we strolled around the monument. 

White-throated Swifts cackled and circled the rocky edifice – whether or not they emerged from 

Washington’s nose is up for debate. As we readied ourselves to proceed down the road we heard the flat pik 

call of a Black-backed Woodpecker that was working on a tree at eye-level in the parking lot! There are few 

places where Black-backed and American Three-toed Woodpeckers are as simple to come by as the Black Hills.  

 

A few miles down the road we stopped to bird around Sylvan Lake. Surrounded by rocky granite spires and 

cloaked in dark green conifers, this area was as packed with jaw-dropping scenery as it was with birds. Violet-

green Swallows swarmed around us at the lake edge, Pine Siskins whined overhead and Western Tanagers 

sparkled in the mid-morning sun. Along the trail a large stand of dead conifers provided some nice perches for 

brilliant Mountain Bluebirds and a Swainson’s Thrush giving an overture – both of which gave nice scope 

views. A pair of American Three-toed Woodpeckers drummed on a far slope but didn’t budge. With the 

morning whizzing by we headed to the rugged outpost turned tourist haven of Custer.  

 

Following a relaxed lunch, some coffee and some quality time with a pair of dimunitive Pygmy Nuthatches we 

made a short drive downslope to Wyoming. Lush grasslands lined the valley bottom with sparse burned pines 

above – a perfect location to check for a whole new set of birds. A Grasshopper Sparrow perched on the 

roadside – bill stuffed with caterpillars for nearby nestlings. Brown Thrasher and Eastern Kingbird gave the 

valley a distinctly eastern feel, a sense that was soon overturned by the appearance of a Rock Wren and 

several Lewis’s Woodpeckers! These pink, crimson and oily green-black freaks of the family Picidae swooped 

around the hillside, hawking insects giving both great scope views and panoramic action shots! Our last stop in 

the valley proved to be a bonanza and each time we headed back to the car another fantastic bird appeared! 

First a pair of Yellow-breasted Chats sang and even gave their odd, labored, flight display, clumsily floating by 

in mid song. Then a gorgeous male Lazuli Bunting perched up point blank and sang. Finally, as dark clouds 

amassed on the horizon the buzzy rasp of a Dickcissel drifted from a wrought iron ranch gate. The Dickcissel 

sang in full view until the first fat raindrops fell and gave way to hail and strong gusts, drawing to a close our 

first day in the magical Dakotas.  

 

Day 2: 

Our second morning found us travelling north through the seemingly endless prairies of North Dakota. As 

dawn broke we were surrounded by rolling lush green hills, blue skies, puffy white clouds and ….. howling 

wind. Not what we were hoping for but an aspect of the prairies that the avian residents are used to dealing 

with. Cruising towards Dakota Prairie National Grassland we were greeted by a plump pair of Gray Partridges 

more concerned with sheltering from the wind than with our presence.  

Despite the high winds, the prairie was alive with birds. A Marbled Godwit wandered up and down the road, 

flanked by Horned Larks. A nearby hilltop served a suitable display ground for a pair of Upland Sandpipers 

which hovered and sang before descending to the ground, sometimes only feet away from us. Chestnut-

collared Longspurs and Grasshopper Sparrows lined the barbed-wire fence. Some low lying wet areas held a 



Tropical Birding - Trip Report  South Dakota: Black Hills and Badlands June 19-26th, 2022 

  

www.tropicalbirding.com                          +1-409-515-9110                         info@tropicalbirding.com   p.4 

smattering of waterfowl including Blue-winged Teal and Northern Pintail as well as a few Wilson’s Phalaropes 

diligently spinning in the shallows.   

 

Continuing across the vast grasslands we could hear the robotic squeaks, whistles and buzzes of a field full of 

Bobolinks! Back from a winter in Argentina, a dozen or so of these goofy, piebald blackbirds squared off on 

the plains with plenty of flight displays and the occasional high speed chase of a rival. The area also featured 

another monochromatic marvel - Lark Buntings – which were stunningly obvious against the bright green 

backdrop. Presiding over all of this was a shockingly pale Merlin of the prairie race – vastly different from the 

boldly patterned Merlins many of us are used to. Despite the success of the morning we were still missing a 

few key targets – hampered by the ceaseless gusts. As the afternoon wore on and we were losing hope, the 

distant song of a Baird’s Sparrow filtered through the gusty winds. A few minutes of triangulation led us to an 

incredibly cooperative individual singing from a low, sheltered strand of barbed wire. We watched it for nearly 

ten minutes at point blank range before it disappeared back into the grass. A truly shocking experience with 

this shy and sought-after endemic. An excellent way to end the day.  

 

Day 3:  

Today we returned to the Black Hills – this time visiting the riparian woodlands and spruce-covered hills of 

Spearfish Canyon. The morning provided the dizzying collision of eastern and western birds that makes this 

area so interesting. The dogwood and willow lined streams were absolutely loaded with birds, as riparian 

areas of the west often are. Dozens of American Redstarts were joined by Yellow and Yellow-rumped 

Warblers. The thickets were full of less confiding songsters that took some work to tease out – Veery, Gray 

Catbird, Swainson’s Thrush and Black-headed Grosbeak were among the prizes. While driving up to a little 

side canyon for a hike we were met by a family of Mountain Goats, including a young kid, who spent the next 

half an hour bounding up the hillside before sliding back down to the road to lick salt from the surface. They 

couldn’t have cared less about our presence!  

 

Venturing up the side canyon we were treated to an American Dipper – busy preening itself to ensure a 

watertight coating before plunging into the frigid streams! Canyon Wrens sang from high up on the cliff walls 

as Red-eyed Vireos warbled from the cottonwoods – a truly bizarre juxtaposition of birds.  A flock of Cedar 

Waxwings awaited us in the parking lot upon our return. Nearby we entered an area of dense spruce forest 

that had a distinctly northern set of birds. Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were seemingly 

everywhere – moving rapidly through the treetops. Red-naped Sapsuckers were common in the aspen lined 

streams and a MacGillivray’s Warbler obligingly sat up an sang in full sunlight. Our final bird of the morning 

signaled its arrival with a series of long wheezy whistles before gliding in on ghostly wings. A troop of 

inquisitive Canada Jays came in to check us out but upon realizing we had no snacks, departed for more 

productive feeding grounds.  

 

Following our own lunch we left the mountains behind for the extensive Belle Fourche reservoir, hoping to 

pick up some waterbirds during the midday lull. We were not disappointed as our efforts were rewarded with 
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Clark’s, Western and Eared Grebes, a large colony of California and Ring-billed Gulls, and a late lingering 

Franklin’s Gull. A pair of Forster’s Terns were followed by a pair of Caspian Terns, both cruising the lakeshore 

in search of fish. While not a rare bird, a Spotted Sandpiper may have been the highlight of the afternoon as 

we got to watch it attend to a chick that was only a few days old. Despite its young age, the fluffy hatchling 

bobbed, teetered and bounced along, just like its concerned parent. A quick pass through the campground 

provided a stunning Orchard Oriole as the last bird of the day!  

 

Day 4: 

 

South Dakota holds a truly stunning mix of habitats in a small area and the endless variety continued today as 

we visited the awe-inspiring Badlands National Park. Before even reaching the park, we stopped at a large 

marsh along the side of the road – never pass up a chance to check a wetland in the west. Blue Grosbeaks 

sang from the trees while the pond itself held nearly a dozen species of waterfowl, many with groups of fuzzy 

ducklings. Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, Canvasback, Ruddy Duck, Green-winged Teal, American Wigeon, 

Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal and Ring-necked Duck were all present in 

good numbers on this small body of water! In addition to the ducks we enjoyed point-blank looks at Yellow-

headed Blackbirds which thankfully are more pleasant visually than they are aurally (a song to inspire 

confidence in even the worst of singers). The real surprise came in the form of an American Bittern which flew 

right in front of us before settling into the marsh to commence its odd, glugging, display.  

 

With lots more to see we drove to into the national park itself. Badlands combines vast stretches of pristine 

grassland with some of the most other-worldly geological formations the country has to offer. The grasslands 

themselves provided a stage for large herds of towering American Bison and populous colonies of Black-tailed 

Prairie Dogs – two of the quintessential residents of the North American prairies. Among these mammalian 

icons we found Wild Turkeys, Field Sparrows and numerous Burrowing Owls making their homes in unused 

prairie dog burrows. The prey-rich plains also provide a great location for finding raptors and we quickly 

located several Northern Harriers and Swainson’s Hawks as well as a massive Golden Eagle – the latter of 

which sent all of the prairie dogs diving for cover. The badlands themselves held few birds but the scenery was 

spectacular – an intimidating labyrinth of spires, pinnacles, knife-edge ridges, and plateaus. We took plenty of 

time to soak in this alien and hostile landscape and pick up a few birds as well including Black-billed Magpie, 

Spotted Towhee, Common Nighthawk and Say’s Phoebe. The badlands are also an incredibly rich area for 

fossils and we took a little time out of our day to watch an active excavation site where a group of 

paleontologists were slowly exposing the remains of an Oreodont (a small pig-like relative of camels that 

existed 40 million years ago).  

 

Day 5:  
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We had a small group on this tour with few targets overall, one of the principle targets – Sprague’s Pipit – we 

had missed the other day due to the relentless winds. With that in mind, we opted to visit Grand River 

National Grasslands near Lemmon, South Dakota to give it another go.  

 

An early morning Ferruginous Hawk gave extended scope views on the drive up, giving us a chance to stretch 

our legs alongside this massive and regal raptor. We also made a quick stop to check out a few of the many 

Ring-necked Pheasants that lined the roads – a somewhat dubious choice for South Dakota’s state bird. 

Reaching the grasslands we were greeted by a familiar cast of characters – Lark Buntings, Grasshopper 

Sparrows, Chestnut-collared Longspurs and Upland Sandpipers were all abundant and in full song. We keyed 

in on several exposed hill-tops overlooking the uniform expanse of prairie – a preferred display site for 

Sprague’s Pipit. These hilltops have sparse grass, plenty of bare ground and even a few cactus and yucca – a 

distinctly different microhabitat from the lush grasses below. Climbing up, we were soon treated to the 

cascading songs of several Sprague’s Pipits! Some scanning and we saw them hovering high above the prairie, 

singing without rest for well over 30 minutes. Responding to some unknown cue, the pipits suddenly plunged 

straight down towards the ground, briefly chasing each other low over the hill before vanishing into the short 

grass. The vast flowering prairies, the endless song, and spectacular display flights – time amongst Sprague’s 

Pipits is more than just a tick – it’s an experience.  

 

With our main target in the bag, we spent the remainder of the day exploring the vast Prairie Pothole 

wetlands that dot this region. We encountered all of the ducks we had seen previously, along with a few pairs 

of dapper Redheads – all of which remained wary under the distant but threatening gaze of a Bald Eagle. 

Soras, Marsh and Sedge Wrens, Wilson’s Snipes and Virginia Rails all called and displayed from deep within 

the marsh, though several gave us satisfying looks. Enormous American White Pelicans occupied tiny ponds, 

seemingly too small for such massive beasts. Sharing these small puddles were large numbers of phalaropes 

and grebes, a few White-faced Ibis, Willets, and even a singing Leconte’s Sparrow! Dipping into a large stand 

of cottonwoods on the drive home added Least Flycatcher, Eastern Bluebird and Bullock’s Oriole to our 

growing list before we called it a day. 

 

Day 6:  

 

Our final day was spent soaking in the rugged landscapes of the Black Hills and picking up a few remaining 

targets. We started with sunrise over the beautiful Needles Highway – tall pillars of granite bathed in early 

morning light. We followed this up by visiting a pair of equally spectacular Red-headed Woodpeckers 

excavating a nest.  

A leisurely stroll netted us a group of Red Crossbills voraciously extracting seeds from Englemann Spruce 

cones while a flock of their smaller relatives, White-winged Crossbill passed overhead. Cassin’s Finch sang 

from the tree-tops and a pair of sleek Townsend’s Solitaires made a brief appearance as well.  While Clark’s 

Nutcracker eluded us, we were glad to spend some more time with another group of Canada Jays and plenty 
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of other great birds besides. All around us birds were busy building nests, feeding young and tending to the 

next generation of avian treasures that call this isolated mountain outpost home.  

 

From the endless prairies to the spruce cloaked mountains to vibrant marshes and desolate badlands – South 

Dakota provided us with a truly boggling array of birds, landscapes and experiences.  

 

Gallery 

 
Dickcissels are an abundant splash of color out on the prairie.  
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Lark Buntings take to the sky in impressive displays during the summer months. 

 

                                         
                                        Baird’s Sparrow is a prime target in the Dakota prairies and did not disappoint. 
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This young Mountain Goat was already sure footed and nimble on the rocky slopes. 

 

              
             This Mountain Goat came down to the road in search of salt – a valuable resource at high elevations 
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Orchard Orioles are part of the eastern flavor in this          Upland Sandpipers are common and charming. 

region. 

                        
        Black-tailed Prairie Dogs are an important engineer of prairie ecosystems and endlessly entertaining. 
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      Burrowing Owls live among large colonies of Black-tailed Prairie Dogs during the summer months. 

 

 
                                                     The Badlands have to be seen to be believed!  
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                 Cordilleran Flycatchers reach the eastern extent of their range in the Black Hills. 
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BIRD LIST 

 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows eBird/Clements (available here: 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/) 

 

(H) indicates a species that was HEARD only. 

(G) indicates a species recorded by the GUIDE ONLY. 

 

Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl) 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

Wood Duck Aix sponsa 

Gadwall Anas strepera 

American Wigeon Anas americana 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 

Canvasback Aythya valisineria 

Redhead Aythya americana 

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 

Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies) 

Gray Partridge Perdix perdix 

Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 

Podicipedidae (Grebes) 

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/
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Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 

Clark’s Grebe Aechmophorus clarkii 

Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves) 

Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 

Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and Allies) 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 

Apodidae (Swifts) 

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 

White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis 

Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)  

Sora Porzana carolina 

Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 

American Coot Fulica americana 

Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings) 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 

Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies) 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 

Willet Tringa semipalmata 

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 

Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 

Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata 

Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 

Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers) 
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Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

California Gull Larus californicus 

Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags) 

Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 

Pelecanidae (Pelicans) 

American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns) 

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 

Cathartidae (New World Vultures) 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

Pandionidae (Osprey) 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites) 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis 

Strigidae (Owls) 

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 
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Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 

Picidae (Woodpeckers) 

Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis 

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 

Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 

Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus 

American Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides dorsalis 

Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 

Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras) 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius 

Merlin Falco columbarius 

Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers) 

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 

Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 

Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 

Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis 

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 

Vireonidae (Vireos, Shrike-Babblers, and Erpornis) 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 

Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus 

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 

Laniidae (Shrikes) 

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
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Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies) 

Canada Jay Perisoreus canadensis 

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 

Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia 

American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 

Paridae (Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice) 

Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus 

Alaudidae (Larks) 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 

Hirundinidae (Swallows) 

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 

Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina 

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 

Regulidae (Kinglets) 

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 

Sittidae (Nuthatches) 

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 

Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea 

Troglodytidae (Wrens) 

Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 

Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
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Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris 

Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis 

Cinclidae (Dippers) 

American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus 

Sturnidae (Starlings) 

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Mimidae (Mockingbirds and Thrashers) 

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 

Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies) 

Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 

Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 

Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 

Veery Catharus fuscescens 

American Robin Turdus migratorius 

Passeridae (Old World Sparrows) 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Bombycillidae (Waxwings) 

Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 

Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits) 

Sprague's Pipit  Anthus spragueii 

Fringillidae (Finches, Euphonias, and Allies) 

Cassin's Finch Haemorhous cassinii 

White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
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Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 

American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 

Calcariidae (Longspurs and Snow Buntings) 

Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus 

Passerellidae (New World Sparrows) 

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 

Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 

Baird's Sparrow Centronyx bairdii 

Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 

Leconte’s Sparrow Ammospiza leconteii 

Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 

Icteriidae (Chats) 

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 

Icteridae (Troupials and Allies) 

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 

Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 

Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 

Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 
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Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 

Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii 

Parulidae (New World Warblers) 

MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei 

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 

Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 

Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 

Cardinalidae (Cardinals and allies) 

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 

Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 

Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 

Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 

Dickcissel Spiza americana 

MAMMALS 

Black-tailed Prairie-Dog Cynomys ludovicianus 

Least Chipmunk Tamias minima 

Wyoming Ground-Squirrel Spermophilus elegans 

Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel Ictidomys tridecemlineatus 

Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus 

Black-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus 

American Black Bear Ursus americanus 

Racoon Procyon lotor 

Pronghorn Antilocapra americana 
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Elk Cervus canadensis 

Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus 

White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus 

Mountain Goat Oreamnos americanus 

American Bison Bison bison 

 


