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The rare CrimsoRruitcrow waone of the top birds of the tour

For a nature lover, Guyana really is hard to beat. This former British colony has a tiny population, and away from tt
coast isbreathtakinglywild and almostotally pristine, with just a handful of towns andmerindianvillages scattered
about. We had amexcellent 13 day tour that visited many of the best ecolodges and birding sites in the country, enjoying
almost perfect weather along the way, along with all the friendly hosts, guides, drivers, and staff we met along the way
Even though mostf the courry lives near the coast, there is stijreat birding, both outside thecapital city of
Georgetownas well as insidein its large parks and gardenale spent a very productive day here nailing down nice
views ofBlood-colored WoodepeckerRufous CrabHawk, Scarlet Ibis and tons of otherg in fact, more birds than any
other day of the tripFrom there we hopped on a plane, anitiea a shortstop visit to the spectacular Kaieteur Falls, our
pilot set us down at the edge of the vast rainforests that dominate much of the country. Birding these spectacula
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forests gave us colorful cotingas likeuianan Coclof-the-rock, Crimson Fruitcrow and Guianan RedCotinga
seemingly endlesantbirds like the gorgeous-erruginousbacked Antbird large numbers oparrots and macaws the
impressiveCrimson Topazand many, many morés we moved south, rainforest gave way to vast savannas with a very
differentavit dzy @ [ 2y 3 RNAOBSE 2y o6FR NRIFIR&a LIAR 2FF 6AGK ad
Sun Parakeetand unigueRed Siskin along with two highly rangeestricted birds,Rio Branco Antbirdand Hoary
throated Spinetail In this wild regionjt was no surprise that we also had some nice mammal sightings too Gaatfit
Anteater and Brazilian Tapiboth being crowd favorites.
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Our tour started and ended in GeorgetowA few of the group had timen the arrival day to explore the city on their
own, and everyone had arrived by dinner. It was a very auspicious start whgarm Owllanded nearby as we settled
down for our meak the first time | have ever started a tour with an owl! We aresely the next day to drive east out

of the city to the Mahaicdver, with our first of many excellent local guides, Carlos. We got there just past dawn, and
wanting to take advantage of the cooler early morning period, we headed straight out ontosthrebgfore breakfast. It

was a very easy and relaxing way to start the tour and the birds started coming very fast like the Etwaizal near
endemicBlood-colored Woodpecker cute Spotted TodyFlycatcher tiny White-bellied Piculet along with many me
includingLongwinged Harrier Little CuckogWing-barred SeedeaterBlackcrested Antshrike Silvered Antbird Ashy
headed Greenletand Yellow Orioled hdzNJ € ¢S oNBF{FFad o101 Fd GKS o621
curry along with riceand flatbreadg a tasty example of the strong south Asian influence in coastal Guyana. On our way
back to Georgetown, we made various stops to Reetbreasted Meadowlark Rufous Crab Hawkand nice collection

of coastal birds by the sea wall that inclubdthe stunningScarlet Ibis After a siesta, we headed out to the very close
DS2NBS(2¢6y .20FyAO0OFf DIFENRSyas: gKAOK A& Ffglea G@OSNE a
park got us the hopedbr Festive Parrotsa couple of roaing Greathorned Owls and many other bird such &dain

bellied Emerald Pied LapwingBlacknecked AracatiViolaceous Euphonial urquoise TanageOrangewinged Parrof

and Straightbilled Woodcreeper
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Our chartered flight was moved up to an earlier time, so there was no chance to return to the Botanical Gardens. Afte
some iffy looking weather, we were finally cleared for takeoff, and excellent pilot navigated us south over mostly
unbroken forest to a low mountain range at the edge of the lowlands. Kaieteur Falls is usually considered among the tc
10 waterfalls in the world from the combination tlemendous water volume and theinde drop of 741 feet. We
circled over the falls a couple of times to get the Bi@lye view, then setlown on the airstrip.

Aerial view of Kaieteur Falls
Carlos also joined us for today, and he ledbnsa walk to various viewpoint3here was no actity at the cockof-the-
rock lek, but we did see @olden Saki MonkeyA pair ofOrangebreasted Falconsvere circling back and forth most of
the morning, and it was thrilling seeing them fly by at and below eye level later during our walk. Not wanting t g
on Guianan Coclof-the-rock (though we would have another chance later in the trip), Carlos took us to another spot
GKSNBE FAyrfte 6S alg Go2 YI{ESa 02YS Ays 2yS 2F gKAO
around in the way obirds, but we did enjoy seeing the enden@olden Rocket Frog#\fter a packed lunch, we took off
again for the 30 minute ride to Fair View village, where staff from lwokrama River Lodge met us and took us to the lodg
a few miles away. We settled into olovely cabins and took a short break before heading out again in the afternoon,
this time with two local guides, Marcy and James. Out target @aguchinbird a bizarre baldheaded cotinga that
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perhaps should be put into its own family. We could hear thmooing as we walked out, and after some patience
finally spottedthem. As we were doing that, we could heaSpotted Antpittanearby, so had to drag ourselves away
and go look foiit before it stopped singingand having great success at what is oftemoagh bird to seeWe walked

back to the lodge, birding the clearing for a few minutes before calling it a day, ddgmdet (Moriche) OriolE  { LJA E
Guan,Redand-green Macawand few other birds.

We were up early next morning enjoying a sumptuous breakfast as the sky brightened over the Essequibo River. \
boarded boats and motored downstream, enjoying nice bird activity along the way to the start of the trail to Turtle
Mountain. Blackcollared Sw#ows were flitting over the rapids, and baddertailed Nightjar rested on a rock nearby.

A Capped Herorflew over, twoGuianan Puffbirdsvere teed up on snags along with a loBeeen Aracatiand a pair of
Blue-and-yellow Macawswere perched in reallyioe light:

We also had aMarail Guanperched up.The trail itself was rather quiet. Since we had sé&mangebreasted Falcon
yesterday, we did not need to go all the way up, so we took our time to try to get good views of the birds that were
around. Thes included Greenbacked Trogon Yellowbilled and Great JacamarsDuskythroated and Cinereous
Antshrikes Rufousbellied Antwren Brown-bellied Stipplethroat Spotwinged Antbird Chestnutrumped
Woodcreeper andScreaming PihaRedand-black Grosbeaks we calling but eluded us (at least for today). We headed
back to the lodge for a late lunch and siesta, then had some easy birding in the afternoon, findingVeamig
Woodpecker Goldenwinged and Painted Parakeets/ K I LJY ang'Shdrttailed Swifts Black-eared Fairy and a few
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others. After dinner, we did some spotlighting along the river, where the only bird was a sleeping Osprey, though w
had several reptiles in the form of Black Caiman, Amazon Tree Boa, and Emerald Tree Boa:

We left Iwokrama Rer Lodge early in order to get farther down the road before it became too hot and sunny. Our next
local guide, Delon, showed up right on time with the driver Ryan, and we would spectdof the rest of the trip with
them. Soon after setting out, we found a highly anticipated bird near a wooden bridge, the imprEsishaon Topaz
Delon suggested we stop at a known day roostRafous Potogand how could w say no to that? Omy previous tour
GKS O0ANR glayQi GKSNBI odzi GKAA GAYS AG 461 & F2dzyR | dz
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