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THAILAND

SET DEPARTURE

Set Departure: March 27 18, 2013
Thai Peninsula Extension: March 18 24, 2013
Tour Leader: Scott Watson

Report and Photos by Scott Watson

Green-tailed Sunbird, beautiful and comma on the summit of Doi Inthanon.



Introduction

Thailand is one of those countries that is so diverse, you always have the feeling of something new waiting fc
you around every corner, whether it be a bird, a mammal, or a delicious Thai dish. This tour was highly
successful with a bird list of 487 alpmvith 22 species of mammals.

Starting off in the salt pans of Pak Thal e we
yet critically endangered, Spodilled Sandpiper. We then made it to Kaeng Krachan National Park where we
watched Bathroated and Scalpreasted Partridge compete at the same waterhole against a less than sizable
Lesser Mous®eer, all from a new bird hide close to the lodge. This site also got us a few gems such-as Long
tailed Broadbill, Whitefronted Scop<Owl, Dusky Broalbill, Rachettailed Treepie, Kalij Pheasant, and even
the tricky Grey PeacoeRheasant.

On to the famous Khao Yai National Park, land of the modern day Pterodactyl or Great Hornbill of
which we saw many. Amazing targets here included Blue Pitta and sidfireback, and seeing both turned
out to be easy this trip, forgetting both, impossible. We journeyed north from here to the mountains of-the nor
west but first stopping of at Thail andds | anarghe st
birds on an enjoyable boat ride. The mountains were productive this tour, given some great weather and a gr
of sharp eyed birders we saw amazing species such as; Rufouso at ed Par t r i d-pellied Jer
EagleOwl, Silverbacked Nedétail, Blackheaded Woodpecker, Collared Falconet, 6 species of Minivet,

Giant Nuthatch, 13 species of Phylloscopus warbler,-Braztsted Parrotbill, Crested Finchbill, and the
blushing Reefaced Liocichla at Doi Lang, near the Burmese border.

This touralso included the extension to the south of Thailand were we again cleaned up the targets. W
started at the coastal tourist town of Krabi which also happens to have a huge mangrove estuary, meaning w
picked up a whole host of mangrove specials incluMaggrove Pitta. In the hot forests of Khao Nor Chuchi
we found the very famous, and main target -Pitar t h
among dozens of other broadbills, bulbuls, and babblers. Our final stop was at Krung Cposgsiloly some
of the greatest finds of the tour including the extremely difficult MalaysianBdibler.

Now | am just mentioning the birds, | could go on and on about the very warm and welcoming people,
the incredible food, the great infrastructure, trelcold beer. Need | say more? Thailand really is the perfect
introduction into the diverse wildlife of tropical Asia.
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Pak Thale to Kaeng Krachan National Park
Kaeng Krachan National Park

Kaeng Krachan to Khao Yai National Park
Khao Yai National Park

Khao Yai National Park

Khao Yai to Bueng Boraphet

Bu eng Boraphet to Doi Inthanon National Park
Doi Inthanon National Park

Doi Inthanon National Park

Doi Inthanon to Doi Chiang Dao

Doi Chiang Dao

Doi Chiang Dao to Doi Ang Khang

Doi Ang Khang

Doi Lang to Thaton

Chiang Rai airport flight to Bangkok. End of main tour.

Bangkok to Krabi

Krabi to Khao Nor Chuchi

Khao Nor Chuchi

Khao Nor Chuchi to Tha Sala
Krung Ching

Nakhon Si Thammarat to Bangkok
eparture
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March 3 i Bangkok to Pak Thale to Kaeng Krachan NP

This morning was a very early start in order to try and findadrtee major targets for this tour right off the bat,
Spoonbilled Sandpiper. Two hours south of Bangkok we found ourselves at the salt pans of Pak Thale, world
famous for wintering shorebirdk first light we could see afeBe r ma n 6 sflying aroufd tosn. Driving
along a dyke and into the true flats we were surrounded by flocks of shorebirds. First was a large flock of
Lesser Sandploverf which we were able to pick out a couf@deeater. This morning was all about scanning
for something differentPicking through the plentifiMarsh, andCurlew Sandpiperswe found a few
beautifulBroad-billed Sandpipersquietly foraging amongsg&ingles ofSpotted RedshankandAsian

Dowitcher were found while looking through good numbersoéat Knot, andBlack-bellied Plover.

Although, we still needed to get to work scanning through the thousaRisiafecked Stints and by doing

that within 10 minutes we found the grand shorebird p8peonbilled Sandpiper!! In total we found at least

3 individuals of these ttically endangeredandpipers and were able to get fairly close with tantalized scope
views. This is a very important wintering ground for them, and the protection of this area is of extreme
importance. Once we calmed down from the Spoiiad excitementve found a singld e mmi nandkedes
alLong-toed Stint. Looking further into the flats we could see bhtlrasian andFar Eastern Curlews, and a
few Ruff. Overhead a ferahminy Kites we also scanning, whiBrown-headed Gull, Little, andGull -

billed Terns glided by.

We enjoyed great views of Spocbilled Sandpiper in nice morning light at Pak Thale.

Unfortunately we were stild]l mi ssing Nordmanndés G
day, it still eluded us. Next we made our wiaylLaem Pak Biavhere a boat, and our expert local guide and
boatman, Mr. Daengyas waiting for usWe were quickly whisked away through the mangroves where
Collared andBlack-capped Kingfishersperched near the banks. Further along we came acfaskldn-

bellied Gerygonedoraging in the mangroves. We thiamded on the deserted beach wheteok little time

before we were ontour two main target ploveidalaysian and future splitwhite-faced Plover On the way



back into the mangroves the tide wapidlly receding, exposing the mud flats. This brought out the birds in
numbers, namely Egrets, and with some careful searching we fdbith@se Egrets a threatened and scarce
species. Back in the harbour, and after a great lunch we were off to owlelstiaktion for the day, Kaeng
Krachan National park.

WatchingtheﬁWthtaecedc‘)Plovr, a soon to be spl it

Upon arrival at the lodge we quickly dumped our bags and headed out to a nearby hide next to a
drinking pool.This pineering project encourages local hunters to stop hunting and instaaadgeand make
money of these hides that are fantastic places for wildlife viewing and photograpisymust be one of the
best hides in Thailand, and the action never died aftdrdigs. Only the fading light made us leave. The
following species were highlights at the hi@ar-backedandScaly-breasted Partridge, Red Junglefowl,
Emerald Dove, Laced Woodpecker, Blackhaped Monarch, Rackettailed Treepie, Greater & Lesser
NecklacedLaughingthrushes, manyBrown-cheeked Fulvettas, Abbott's% Puff-throated Babblers, Pin
striped Tit-Babbler, andWhite-rumped Shama There were also some cool mammal highlightanely the
rarely seen wellLesser MouseDeer. This tiny deer is classified d@ise worlds smallest hoofed mammal, and
indeed the wild Red Junglefowl seemed a bit bigger than this full grown deer. Alas the sunset and was the er
of our action packed, species rich, and very long first day of the tour.
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White-browed Scimitar-Babbler checking us out at'tﬁe‘hide in Kaeng Krachan.



Clockwise from top left; Laced Woodpecker, Whitefronted ScopsOwl, Green magpie, and Barbacked
Partridge.

March 4: Kaeng Krachan National Park

A pre-dawn starhad us getting into our 4WD vehidier our full day in Kaeng Krachan NH his mountainous
tropical and subtropical park is the largest National Park in Thailand, and is right on the border of Burma. Eve
before getting into the park some of the open habitat prod@edn-eared Barbet, Great Hornbill, Greater
Flameback, Greater Rackettailed Drongo, and aRed-wattled Lapwing. Once in the park we made our way
to the i3 streams areaodo i n Beopeave knew it wg wetetinio thg thickioft o
things, and the morningould prove one of the most productive couple hours of the entire tour. The first great
bird was a pair obusky Broadbill, a prize family for this tour, and one of the toughest species toliadalso
found a small party dbilver-breasted Broadbillsquietly foraging nearby, more like cartoon characters than
birds, they are one of my favourite species in Asia. One flock we got into held target Sultan Tits gs well as
Flavescent, Grayeyed Bulbul, Ashy Bulbul& Mountain Bulbuls, Yellow-bellied & Sulphur-breasted
Warblers, Pin-striped Tit- & Rufous-fronted Babblers, Black-winged Cuckooshrike andDark-sided, Hill

Blue- & Verditer Flycatchers and even a codlack Giant Squirrel. Nearby we even watchdrusty-

cheeked Hornbillsattending to their nest cavity @passing what looked like a lizard inside. Hoping back into
the truck we started to climb, making our second stop at an ariee fetunnind-ong-tailed Broadbill, which

we quickly found.



