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Arizona: Birding Tour 
Tour Leader: Ben Knoot 

*A majority of these photos were taken by guest John. John had a camera with him and was 
able to capture some great images of the birds seen on this tour. I (Ben) didn’t photograph 

too much on this tour to make sure everyone got great looks at their targeted species. 
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Introduction 

 What an interesting tour! This was a personal first for me. And what I mean by 
that is not my first Arizona birding tour but simply the conditions on which the tour 
occurred. Every guest on this tour had visited Arizona in the past and were very good, 
experienced birders. This meant that aside from getting away from their house for awhile, 
they really just had a few targets they needed to see to boost up their life lists. They made 
it very clear they wanted to see all of the species they could and they held true to their 
word and enjoyed the beautiful local but common birds that most people come on this 
tour specifically to see. And so, with that in mind, I made a few adjustments to try and get 
the best for my guests. 

 The plan was simple, travel to the same general areas but instead of spending time 
in locations that gave us a large species list like we would have normally done, we would 
travel to places that held a new species for a member of the group. In total, there were 
about 25 new birds we had to find over the duration of the tour. Some were local 
specialties like Red-faced Warbler and Elegant Trogon and some were more rare, like the 
season dependent Berylline Hummingbird, White-eared Hummingbird and Rose-throated 
Becard. We aimed to complete our mission via a combination of eBird Rare Bird reports, 
my personal experience and locations, as well as  local knowledge. I am happy to report 
we were able to find almost of the species on my guests wish-list. We missed two species 
(Flame-colored Tanager and Tufted Flycatcher) because the area to look for them 
(Ramsey Canyon) was closed this year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Another missed 
bird was the very difficult Flammulated Owl which unfortunately had already vacated the 
area for the year. Other than those few the one that really got away was the Mexican 
Whip-Poor-Will. Though we heard the bird clearly and we were right on top of it at one 
point, it proved a bit too elusive. Oh well, a reason to come back! 

 It was also amazing that even though we were sort of on a “target-chase” we still 
managed to see most of every bird that we would have normally seen on the regularly 
scheduled tour so it all worked out which is always fun! But anyway, I hope all of the 
guests will agree the tour was a great success and it is always a pleasure to bird in 
southeast Arizona, surrounded by the stunning “Sky-Islands”. 
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Top Five Birds 

1. Berylline Hummingbird 

2. Buff-collared Nightjar 

3. Plain-capped Starthroat 

4. White-eared Hummingbird 

5. Rose-throated Becard 

  

Top Three Other Animals 

1. White-nosed Coati 

2. Gila Monster 

3. Desert Tarantula  
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Itinerary 

July 29th    Day 1: Arrival Day/Afternoon in Tucson area 

July 30th    Day 2: Green Valley 

July 31st    Day 2: Green Valley to Rio Rico 

August 1st    Day 3: Patagonia/California Gulch area 

August 2nd    Day 4: Patagonia to Sierra Vista 

August 3rd    Day 5: Sierra Vista 

August 4th    Day 6: Sierra Vista to Portal 

August 5th     Day 7: Portal 

August 6th    Day 8: Portal 

August 7th    Day 9: Portal to Mt. Lemmon/Departures 
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Tour Summary Day-to-Day 

Day One (July 29th) - After a personal pick up by myself in our rental van, the group got settled 
into their hotel rooms before our first outing of the trip. During this time of year, the afternoons 
are generally quite hot so I usually like to start any afternoon activity around 3:30pm. And so, at 
precisely 3:37pm, we were off towards our first stop, Reid Park and Zoo. Don’t let the name 
fool you, yes, there is a zoo here but that is not what we were her for. Here we were chasing a 
rather uncommon Arizona bird, a Snow Goose. Not only did we find the stray but we also found 
some of the more common Arizona birds like: Vermillion Flycatcher, White-winged Dove, 
Mourning Dove, Mexican Duck, Mallard, Neotropic Cormorant, Western Tanager, Black-
chinned Hummingbird, Verdin, Lesser Goldfinch, Cooper’s Hawk, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, 
House Sparrow and House Finch. I saved the best for last as we headed east, and there right on 
the eastern border of Tucson lies Saguaro National Park (east-end) is a perfect place to nail 
some of the Sonoran specialties, including two of the first trip lifers. Here we saw; Gila 
Woodpecker, Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Cactus Wren, Pyrrhuloxia, Northern Cardinal, Curve-
billed Thrasher, Black-throated Sparrow, Purple Martin and the two first lifers, Rufous-winged 
Sparrow and Gilded Flicker. One highlight was an incredible spot by one of the guests, a roosting 
Lesser Nighthawk! Epic first afternoon. We returned to town for some grub and then prepared for 
our first night out. 
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Well…this was an interesting night to say the least. We started our evening in Madera Canyon. 
This location is fantastic for night birding with all night targets (aside from the range restricted 
Buff-collared Nightjar) being possible here. We began by walking the road listening for the most 
time sensitive of our evening targets, the Mexican Whip-Poor-Will. This is when tragedy 
struck…I was hot on the trail of a calling bird when behind me came a little shriek and one of the 
guests saying “Uh-oh, we’ve had an accident.” Well without getting into specifics, there was an 
accident involving a ditch, and a then fractured foot! The guest remained on the tour, walking 
well for the most part, a real tribute to their toughness and dedication to seeing their lifers. But 
anyway, after we had moved past everything we needed to do after that, the whip-poor-will had 
stopped calling so I moved the group down the road to Whitehouse Picnic Area. Here we got 
great looks at Elf Owl and Whiskered Screech Owl. After a pretty successful first night, we 
retuned to our hotel for a good nights rest. 

Day Two (July 30th) - Today our road lead us into another Santa Rita mountain range hotspot, 
Florida Canyon. Here we had one specific target, another lifer for a member of the group, the 
Black-capped Gnatcatcher. We started making our way up the trail and ran into birds like; 
Canyon Towhee, Broad-billed Hummingbird, Bells Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Western Tanager, 
Hooded Oriole, Scott’s Oriole, House Wren, Verdin, Western Kingbird and Cassin’s Kingbird. 
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We hiked up to a good turn around spot, still not having seen our target. But then, on the way 
down, I heard a familiar and welcome call, the chatter call of a male Black-capped Gnatcatcher. 
Just minutes later we had an encounter with a White-nosed Coati “troop”. That was very fun 
seeing 10-12 of these large raccoon like mammals scaling the rocks and interacting. 

We were able to get some really nice looks at him and his family unit. Awesome find for the 
morning. At this point it was time to head over to another hotspot in this sensational set of 
mountains, Box Canyon. Here we saw more of the same but added, Rock Wren, Canyon Wren, 
Western Wood Pewee, Varied Bunting, Violet-crowned Hummingbird, Acorn Woodpecker, 
Mexican Jay and Ash-throated Flycatcher. The highlight of this location was another lifer, the 
gorgeous Five-striped Sparrow. The light wasn’t great for photos but the group got and excellent 
look at this increasingly easy bird. Now that it was quite hot, we retreated back to the hotel for a 
nice brunch and a good nap before our afternoon outing. 

With everyone fully rested we left for our first chase of the afternoon, a Black-bellied Whistling 
Duck and Painted Bunting that had been seen at nearby Amado WTP. Unfortunately, we found 
neither but we did add, Lazuli Bunting, Ruddy Duck, Redhead, Great-tailed Grackle, Turkey 
Vulture and Swainson’s Hawk to our ever growing list. After this nice stop, we made our way 
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south just a few miles to our main location for the afternoon, De Anza Trail, Tubac. Here we had 
another lifer target, the neotropical Rose-throated Becard. This is one of the only places in the 
country to see this bird as it has nested here reliably for the last 5+ years. The trail is about a half 
mile to the nesting area and there were some great birds along the way. To start, we had an 
absolutely sensational view of Yellow-billed Cuckoo sitting low down over the water out in plain 
view for more than several minutes…awesome! 

We continued on towards the nesting area picking up more of the same species and adding great 
ones like: Gray Hawk, Bewick’s Wren, Anna’s Hummingbird, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Lucy’s 
Warbler, Ladder-backed Woodpecker and Song Sparrow. We arrived in the nesting area and just a 
few minutes of searching and listening later, the male Rose-throated Becard flew over and gave 
us a decent (straight up, but decent) showing. A nice lifer grab for a member of our group! 
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While walking out, the sharp eyes of one of the guests spotted a Great-horned Owl sitting right 
out in the open. So cool! 

A pretty sweet ending to the the walk. We started back towards the car but another spot caught 
my eye, the bridge near the parking area. Here we had excellent looks at three spectacular 
species; Tropical Kingbird, Yellow-breasted Chat and Painted Bunting. The Yellow-breasted 
Chat is pretty common and chatty during this time of year but getting them out in the open for a 
photo and a good long look can be tricky. The Tropical Kingbird is a bird that comes into 
Arizona every year and can be found with a little bit of work but this one was posing right out in 
the open and it was just awesome to get one with such ease. Now the big surprise was indeed the 
Painted Bunting. A beautifully bright male flew right passed us and landed out in the open for 
great views and even a quick photo opportunity. 
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Day Three (July 31st) - Today we had a big walk planned to find an iconic southeast specialty. 
But before all of that, we started by visiting a spot for Cassin’s Sparrow, Botteri’s Sparrow and 
Blue Grosbeak. Our journey up Carrie National Trail was riddled with new common species 
like: Black-throated Gray Warbler, Brown Creeper, Bridled Titmouse, Painted Redstart, Sulphur-
bellied Flycatcher and Black-headed Grosbeak. A good ways up the trail we ran into our first 
target, the gorgeous, Red-faced Warbler. We got good looks but it took off pretty quickly so we 
continued on and just minutes later we ran into our next amazing target, the Elegant Trogon. We 
had a great look at a beautiful male, out in the open and fairly close. Great stuff and a great hike. 

We sat around the feeders at Santa Rita Lodge and added several great birds to the list. Birds 
like: Hepatic Tanager, Wild Turkey, Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Rivoli’s Hummingbird, Black-
chinned Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hummingbird, Lesser Goldfinch, Arizona Woodpecker, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, and Lesser Goldfinch. We left Madera Canyon quite content and 
ventured onward towards Rio Rico for the afternoon. 
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Having checked into our hotel and enjoyed our mid-afternoon break, we prepared for the long 
and arduous journey down to California Gulch. This road isn’t that long, only about 22-miles 
from start to our end point but 17 of those miles are unpaved, horribly maintained road that takes 
about an hour and a half to travel down but, as you will read in a bit, it is well worth it. The early 
evening began with a bit of angst as the storms grew around us. Purple lighting, dark and 
looming clouds caused swirling wind and a bit of a drizzle which meant that even though we 
were able to hear Common Poorwill, Buff-collared Nightjar and Western Screech Owl we could 
not get eyes on. We were able to get another great look at Five-striped Sparrow. Of course, I felt 
terrible but unfortunately weather is weather. We started our two hour trek back to our hotel in 
Rio Rico and called it an evening. It was a pretty epic lightning storm on the way back and it was 
a terrific showing of what makes this time of year so special. 
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Day Four (August 1st) - The plan for today was to stop in at the Patagonia Rest Stop to see if 
we could locate a nice target. the Thick-billed Kingbird. It was a pretty quiet morning so we left 
for another fantastic destination, the Paton’s Center for Hummingbirds. Here we had a surprise 
lifer for a majority of the group, a rare Plain-capped Starthroat. This is another great reason for 
visiting southeast Arizona this time of year. We also managed Yellow-breasted Chat, Rufous 
Hummingbird, Violet-crowned Hummingbird, Bewick’s Wren, Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Inca 
Dove. 

Paton’s Center for Hummingbirds lies on Blue Haven Road which so happens to also be a pretty 
amazing birding destination. Notably, we added the beautiful Rufous-capped Warbler we missed 
in Florida Canyon a few days ago. It’s always nice to reconnect with a bird you thought you 
might’ve missed. 

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Plain-capped Starthroat - Photo by guide Ben Knoot

mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com
http://www.tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Arizona Birding Tour July 29th - August 7th, 2020

After this great success, we went for another target bird during the heat of the day. We stopped 
off at the Kino Springs Golf Course for a beautiful family of Black-bellied Whistling Duck. We 
also managed great looks at Inca Dove, Gray Hawk, Western Kingbird, Black Phoebe, Barn 
Swallow, Vermillion Flycatcher and Black Vulture. On our way to lunch, we finally ran into a 
fantastic raptor, the Zone-tailed Hawk. After a spectacular lunch, and a quick break, I took the 
group to Patagonia State Park for a nice walk around the lake and riparian trails. Here we added 
a few nice birds like: Mexican Duck, Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Yellow 
Warbler, Warbling Vireo, Summer Tanager, Abert’s Towhee, Yellow-breasted Chat, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Gray Hawk, Verdin, and Lucy’s Warbler. We then went over to the boat ramp and due to 
the sharp eyes of a few of the guests, we ran into our last and most difficult raptor, the Common 
Black Hawk. 
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As the sun started to sink I dropped off all of the guests with the exception of one and he and I 
went back to California Gulch. Everyone besides this one guest had seen the Buff-collared 
Nightjar previously so it was very kind of the guests to take the afternoon off so he and I could 
give this another shot. And boy oh boy did we have a great night! On the way to the gulch, we 
stopped off for Hepatic Tanager, Swainson’s Hawk and a beautiful Gray Hawk. By far the 
highlight of the ride in was a pair of Montezuma Quail that gave the two of us a lovely display. 
As the night sky darkened, we began our search and at first we were getting absolutely 
humiliated by this bird. We followed it’s call and even though it would be somewhere right in 
front of me, I couldn’t find it! It was getting incredibly frustrating but then I was able to spot it 
flying, got my flashlight on it and we got great looks at it flying. To make things even better, it 
then landed right in the road and we were able to get a fantastic look and a great photo of the 
Buff-collared Nightjar! Awesome adventure. We also managed some good photos of Common 
Poorwill. 
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What a fantastic evening! It always feels good to catch missed species. We got back to our hotel 
in a down pour but and went to bed extremely satisfied with our evening. 

Day Five (August 2nd) - Today we ventured over to Sierra Vista, specifically, the gorgeous 
Ramsey Canyon. Here the target was simple, a Berylline Hummingbird I had seen reported on a 
Facebook group a few days prior. Nearly all of the guests needed this bird for their life list so we 
gave this bird a lot of effort. After several hours of waiting, we called it a morning, fully intent 
on returning another day. We then spent the mid morning at another fantastic location, Battiste’s 
Bed and Breakfast. Here we found  Anna’s, Black-chinned, Rufous, Violet-crowned and 
Calliope Hummingbird. We also saw Acorn Woodpecker, Curve-billed Thrasher, Northern 
Cardinal, Lesser Goldfinch, Cactus Wren and Mexican Jay. After this lovely morning, we 
returned to Sierra Vista for our brunch. After a lovely meal, and our short afternoon break, we 
ventured up Carr Canyon for our afternoon. 

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

Common Poorwill - Photo by guide Ben Knoot

mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com
http://www.tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Arizona Birding Tour July 29th - August 7th, 2020

We had several targets on this mountain and luckily we were able to get them all. This included: 
Buff-breasted Flycatcher, Grace’s Warbler, Virginia’s Warbler, Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay, Hermit 
Thrush, Spotted Towhee, Pygmy Nuthatch and Western Wood Pewee. Dark skies and the threat 
of a massive storm sent us on our way, content with our afternoon. 

Day Six (August 3rd) - Today was a big day so we started early in Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary. 
There weren’t really any new birds here for anyone but everyone enjoyed the main target, the 
gorgeous Lucifer’s Hummingbird. Here we also picked up; Costa’s, Broad-billed, Rufous, 
Anna’s and Black-chinned Hummingbird. With a nice pick up here we returned to our stake-out 
for the Berylline Hummingbird, Ramsey Canyon Inn. Again, we waited and waited but 
unfortunately, after hours of no luck we had to move on. 
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Content with our effort here for the morning we left towards Beatty’s Guest Ranch, Miller 
Canyon. Here we had one target that was a life bird for a guest. And boy, did we get it! In fact, 
we were able to see two White-eared Hummingbirds, a lovely adult male and a juvenile male that 
were frequently visiting the feeders. We also added two new hummingbirds to our list, the 
stunning Rivoli’s Hummingbird and the unique sounding Broad-tailed Hummingbird.  

Once we had seen these extraordinary little hummingbirds, one of guests wanted another target 
bird that was possible by hiking the trails above the feeding area. So, we set off in search of this 
high elevation specialty. We went up one trail, no luck. Then, up another and just a few minutes 
in, I spotted a gorgeous Greater Pewee, perfectly perched out in the open and fairly close to the 
trail. With great success, we also managed great looks at Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher. We ventured 
down the trail to meet up with the rest of the group for our daily brunch in Sierra Vista. After a 
nice brunch, we returned to our hotel for our afternoon nap. 
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At this point, there were no other targets left in Sierra Vista, besides the Berylline Hummingbird 
that eluded us previously. We opted to leave that for the next morning and went in search of 
another lifer for a majority of the group. This was a chase pure and simple so we ventured up to 
the town of St. David. However, on the way up lies the dramatic and famous town of Tombstone. 
I stopped here and treated the group to some ice cream and a quick walk around this historic 
town, known mostly for its movie appearance as an  “The Old Western Town”. A very fun stop. 
When we arrived in St. David, we had our eyes peeled to the sky and just as we entered the town, 
the sharp eyes of one of the guest spotted it, a Mississippi Kite. A pair have been nesting here for 
some time and we spent a few minutes watching them as they hunted on the wing. Our next stop 
lead us to chase a few more rare/lifer birds for a few members of the group. We arrived at Lake 
Cochise in Wilcox and ran into the following birds: White-faced Ibis, Green-winged Teal, 
Western Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Baird’s Sandpiper, Wilson’s Phalarope, Mallard, Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Greater Yellowlegs, Black-necked Stilt, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Long-billed 
Curlew and our target, the Stilt Sandpiper. The nearby pond and surrounding area also yielded 
some great birds like, Mexican Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Gambel’s Quail and Scaled Quail. This 
was a great end to a terrific day. 
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Day Seven (August 4th) - Well, since we had found all of our targets with the exclusion of one, 
the choice for the mornings location was pretty obvious, Ramsey Canyon. Again we waited but 
unfortunately, no luck on the Berylline Hummingbird. We did add the beautiful and newly named 
Blue-throated Mountain Gem. We gave it our best go but we had to move on the our next 
location. We hit the road and just before our arrival we strolled down Stateline Road. This 
location is technically in New Mexico and Arizona so it is quite a treat. The biggest surprise on 
this road was a huge (approx. 300 birds) flock of Lark Bunting. We continued on towards our 
overnight halt in Portal, Cave Creek Ranch. Here we saw more of the common birds we had 
already seen and added Arizona Woodpecker and a lot more Blue-throated Mountain Gem. 

We enjoyed our normal mid-morning meal and break and prepared for our afternoon searching 
Herb Martyr Road for…mmm…maybe you guessed it? Yep, one last place for our Berylline 
Hummingbird! We searched and searched the road until the sharp eyes of one of the guests 
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spotted something small and “hummingbird-like” flying across the forest. We kept our eyes out 
and a few minutes later I spotted a very odd looking hummingbird hovering over the creek. Upon 
further investigation it turned out to be our Berylline Hummingbird! Funny enough, it lacked a 
tail! Which is why I struggled with it for a few seconds but none the less, we got great looks at 
this wonderful little hummingbird. Especially since it gave us such a difficult time. Also along 
the road, we found: Plumbeous Vireo, Bushtit, Brown Creeper, Black-throated Gray Warbler, 
Bridled Titmouse, Hutton’s Vireo, Bewick’s Wren, Spotted Towhee and we were able to great 
vocalizations of a Northern Pygmy Owl, but no look unfortunately. We drove the road as the sun 
set hoping to see another Montezuma Quail, as I have often seen them here but as we were in the 
middle of nesting season, it wasn’t meant to be. We had planned to do some more owling this 
night but unfortunately heavy rain kept us in our lavish accommodations for the evening. 
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Day 8 (August 5th) - The morning had us chasing two main targets. We ventured back down 
Stateline Road and after a bit of searching we were able to find, Curve-billed, Crissal and 
Bendires Thrasher, Cassin’s Sparrow, Loggerhead Shrike, Swainson’s Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, 
Greater Roadrunner, Black-throated Sparrow, Lark Bunting, Northern Mockingbird and Cactus 
Wren. 

After we had exhausted Stateline Road, we went up the road towards Paradise. The big surprise 
here was a stunning adult and rather large Gila Monster. We were able to spend some time with 
this prehistoric looking beast and then we left him be and continued up to Paradise Cemetery. 
This juniper forest is a great habitat and location for a very cute and underrated bird, the Juniper 
Titmouse. We were able to find a family group and got some great looks at this plain, nondescript 
bird. 
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Now for our afternoon outing. One of the coolest (both literally and figuratively) places in Portal 
is a lovely little spot called Pinery Canyon. This high elevation pine forest is perfect for a few 
specific birds and we managed to see all of them quite well! These included, Mexican Spotted 
Owl, Mexican Chickadee, Grace’s Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Pygmy Nuthatch, House Wren, 
Western Wood Pewee, Lesser Goldfinch, Hermit Thrush and Western Tanager. We continued up 
the mountain and arrived in Rustler Park. Here we ran into some great warbler flocks that 
included; Hermit Warbler, Plumbeous Vireo, Oliver Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, and Grace’s Warbler. We quickly then checked Barfoot Park and didn’t find anything 
new except a few Western Bluebird. On the way down and back to Cave Creek Ranch we 
stopped off to see one of Portal’s true and unique gems, the Thick-billed Kingbird which was 
waiting for us on a wire in it’s usual place. 
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Day 9 (August 6th) - We walked South Fork, Cave Creek this morning and unfortunately, it 
seemed as though my timing was a bit off as it was pretty quite, likely due to the early morning 
coolness. Another few hours of driving around for Montezuma Quail (again to no avail) saw us 
having an early brunch and a relaxing few hours before returning back up the mountain for the 
afternoon. We started this time by visiting Barfoot Park where a great group of guys pointed out 
a Northern Pygmy Owl they had found just minutes before we had arrived. 

After this great start to the afternoon we continued on towards Rustler Park. We were still 
looking for another look at Red-faced Warbler so we were searching for a mixed flock and 
though we found plenty of mixed flocks, we were not able to get on a Red-faced Warbler. 
Though we had all seen one already, it is still a nice bird to see so we pressed on and while 
looking, we ran into a surprise, an absolutely stunning and cooperative Buff-breasted Flycatcher! 
To make things even sweeter, it then landed on a little daisy…I mean, the stuff of dreams! 
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What a wonderful way to end our day. On the way down to Cave Creek we ran into a few more 
nice birds that included, Yellow-eyed Junco, Red-tailed Hawk and Band-tailed Pigeon. We hit the 
hay and called it an evening. 

Day 9 (August 7th) - Today was the last day and the earliest departing guests didn’t leave until 
about 2:00pm so we had a good morning to spend birding. Unfortunately, the start of our tour 
was altered dramatically due to the Big Horn Fire that was taking place in the Catalina 
Mountains. This mountain range hosts Mt Lemmon, one of the best birding destinations in all of 
Tucson. It was a real bummer. But, during the day previous, I had received notice that the 
mountain road had opened! What a relief. So, we left very early and took the two and a half hour 
trip and arrived in Mt. Lemmon. Even though the side roads and trails were closed we ended up 
doing quite a bit of great birding in Marshall’s Gulch. We found a lot of great birds and added a 
few more species like: Red-faced Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Hermit Warbler, House 
Wren, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Olive Warbler, Mountain Chickadee, Wilson’s Warbler, 
American Robin, Hairy Woodpecker, and Northern Flicker. This was a truly epic way to end our 
adventure. We had our final lunch and said our goodbyes to those departing early. 

Day 10 (August 8th) - Some guests departed this day. 
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Bird List 

*Seen: The bird was seen by at least one member of the group and the guide 

*Lifer: The bird was a life bird for a least one member of the group 

Summary: 

 - 205 Bird Species Seen 

 - 25 Lifers (at least, it’s very possible I forgot a few) 

Species Seen Lifer

Ducks, Geese and Swans

Black-bellied Whistling Duck

Snow Goose

Blue-winged Teal

Cinnamon Teal

Northern Shoveler

American Wigeon

Mallard

Green-winged Teal

Redhead

Lesser Scaup

Ruddy Duck

New World Quail

Scaled Quail

Gambel’s Quail

Montezuma Quail

Species
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Partridges, Grouse, Turkeys and Old World Quail

Wild Turkey

Grebes

Pied-billed Grebe

Cormorants

Double-crested Cormorant

Neotropical Cormorant

Herons, Bitterns and Allies

Great Blue Heron

Black-crowned Night Heron

Ibis and Spoonbill

White-faced Ibis

New World Vultures

Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture

Kites, Eagles and Hawks

White-tailed Kite

Mississippi Kite

Golden Eagle

Northern Harrier

Cooper’s Hawk

Northern Goshawk

Common Blackhawk

Seen LiferSpecies
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Harris’s Hawk

Gray Hawk

Zone-tailed Hawk

Swainson’s Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Caracaras and Falcons

Peregrine Falcon

American Kestrel

Rains, Gallinules and Coots

American Coot

Lapwings and Plovers

Killdeer

Stilts and Avocets

Black-necked Stilt

American Avocet

Sandpipers, Phalaropes and Allies

Greater Yellowlegs

Lesser Yellowlegs

Spotted Sandpiper

Long-billed Curlew

Baird’s Sandpiper 

Western Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Seen LiferSpecies
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Stilt Sandpiper

Wilson’s Phalarope

Pigeons and Doves

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)

Band-tailed Pigeon

Inca Dove

Common Ground Dove

Eurasian-collared Dove

White-winged Dove

Mourning Dove

Cuckoos

Greater Roadrunner

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Owls

Whiskered Screech Owl

Western Screech Owl

Great Horned Owl

Northern Pygmy Owl

Elf Owl

Mexican Spotted Owl

Goatsuckers

Lesser Nighthawk

Common Poorwill

Seen LiferSpecies
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Buff-collared Nightjar

Swifts

White-throated Swift

Hummingbirds

Rivoli’s Hummingbird

Blue-throated Mountain Gem

Black-chinned Hummingbird

Costa’s Hummingbird

Anna’s Hummingbird

Rufous Hummingbird

Broad-tailed Hummingbird

Broad-billed Hummingbird

Calliope Hummingbird

Lucifer’s Hummingbird

Berylline Hummingbird

Violet-crowned Hummingbird

White-eared Hummingbird

Plain-capped Starthroat

Trogons

Elegant Trogon

Woodpeckers

Acorn Woodpecker

Gila Woodpecker

Seen LiferSpecies

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com

http://www.tropicalbirding.com
mailto:info@tropicalbirding.com


Tropical Birding Arizona Birding Tour July 29th - August 7th, 2020

Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Arizona Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker

Gilded Flicker

Tyrant Flycatchers

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet

Greater Pewee

Western Wood Pewee

Gray Flycatcher

Cordilleran Flycatcher

Buff-breasted Flycatcher

Say’s Phoebe

Black Phoebe

Vermillion Flycatcher

Ash-throated Flycatcher

Brown-crested Flycatcher

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher

Tropical Kingbird

Cassin's Kingbird

Thick-billed Kingbird

Western Kingbird

Tityras and Allies

Seen LiferSpecies
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Rose-throated Becard

Shrikes

Loggerhead Shrike

Vireos

Bell’s Vireo

Hutton’s Vireo

Plumbeous Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Crows and Jays

Steller’s Jay

Woodhouse’s Jay

Mexican Jay

Chihuahuan Raven

Common Raven

Larks

Horned Lark

Swallows

Purple Martin

Tree Swallow

Violet-green Swallow

Barn Swallow

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Seen LiferSpecies
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Chickadees and Titmice

Mexican Chickadee

Mountain Chickadee

Bridled Titmouse

Juniper Titmouse

Penduline Tits

Verdin

Long-tailed Tits

Bushtit

Nuthatches

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Pygmy Nuthatch

Creepers

Brown Creeper

Wrens

House Wren

Rock Wren

Canyon Wren

Bewick’s Wren

Cactus Wren

Gnatcatchers

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Seen LiferSpecies
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Black-capped Gnatcatcher

Thrushes

Western Bluebird

Hermit Thrush

American Robin

Mockingbirds and Thrashers

Cruve-billed Thrasher

Bendire’s Thrasher

Crissal Thrasher

Northern Mockingbird

Starlings

European Starling

Silky-Flycatchers

Phainopepla

Olive Warbler

Olive Warbler

Wood-Warblers

Lucy’s Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Virginia’s Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Yellow Warbler

Orange-crowned Warbler

Seen LiferSpecies
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Yellow-rumped Warbler (Audubon’s)

Grace’s Warbler

Black-throated Gray Warbler

Hermit Warbler

Wilson's Warbler

Red-faced Warbler

Painted Redstart

Rufous-capped Warbler

New World Buntings and Sparrows

Rufous-winged Sparrow

Botteri’s Sparrow

Cassin’s Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Black-throated Sparrow

Five-striped Sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Lark Bunting

Yellow-eyed Junco

Song Sparrow

Canyon Towhee

Abert’s Towhee

Rufous-crowned Sparrow

Spotted Towhee

Seen LiferSpecies
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Yellow-breasted Chat

Yellow-breasted Chat

Cardinal, Piranga Tanager, and Allies

Hepatic Tanager

Summer Tanager

Western Tanager

Northern Cardinal

Pyrrhuloxia

Black-headed Grosbeak

Blue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

Painted Bunting

Varied Bunting

Troupials and Allies

Eastern Meadowlark

Red-winged Blackbird

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Hooded Oriole

Bullock’s Oriole

Scott’s Oriole

Bronzed Cowbird

Brown-headed Cowbird

Great-tailed Grackle

Seen LiferSpecies
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Fringilline and Cardueline Finches

House Finch

Lesser Goldfinch

Pine Siskin

Old World Sparrow

House Sparrow

ADDITIONAL SPECIES

White-nosed Coati

Desert Tarantula

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake

Black-tailed Rattlesnake

Antelope Ground Squirrel

Desert Cottontail

Jack Rabbit

Cous Deer

Gila Monster

Seen LiferSpecies
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