
Tropical Birding Trip Report  Lesser Sundas (including Bali and Eastern Java extension): Sept. 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

1 

	
A Tropical Birding set departure tour 

INDONESIA: Lesser Sundas 
(Including Bali and Eastern Java Extension) 

Birds and Dragons in the Endemic Capital of the World 
31st August – 23rd September 2018 

 
The runaway winner of the BIRD-OF-THE-MAIN-TOUR competition was this Flores Scops-Owl, one of 9 owls seen.  

 
Tour Leaders: Keith Barnes and Sam Woods (main tour report written by Sam, extension report by Keith) 

 
The species photographed in this report are highlighted in red. All photos by Sam Woods unless stated;  

special thanks to Lesley Cornish and Neal Miller who contributed photos for this report (individually indicated) 
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TOUR SUMMARY: 

Indonesia boasts the highest number of endemic bird species of any nation, and anyone looking to get a good percentage of 
these will ultimately look to come to the distinctive Lesser Sundas region of the country, where over 90 species are found 
(taxonomy dependent). It forms one of four distinctive subregions within Indonesia (the others being Sulawesi, the Greater 
Sundas and West Papua), and lies to the east of “Wallace’s Line” and so sits within Wallacea, an area where the avifaunas 
of the Orient transition to those of Australasia. This could be seen first-hand on the tour, with honeyeaters being more 
prominent on the eastern islands (revealing the Australasian influence), and woodpeckers only present on the western ones 
(displaying the closeness of them to the avifauna of the Oriental region). We birded five islands in on the main tour, starting 
in Sumba, then moving east to Timor, before spending a short, (though very productive) time on the tiny island of Rote, before 
returning to Timor, then visiting Flores, and finally taking a day trip out to Komodo, where its famous dragons took center 
stage, upstaging birds for that day. Before the main tour, a short, extension visited the islands of Java (concentrating on the 
eastern side), and Bali, where this very different, Sundaic region of Indonesia added a significant number of birds, and some 
Oriental groups not present on the main tour, like babblers, bulbuls, and nuthatches. Extension highlights included displaying 
Green Peafowl, a tame Javan Banded Pitta, an equally cooperative Blue Nuthatch (below, Keith Barnes), and Javan 
Hawk-Eagle, Black-banded, Little and Flame-fronted Barbets, Javan Frogmouth, Pink-headed Fruit-Dove, Javan and 
Small Blue (Cerulean) Kingfishers, Trilling and Pied Shrike-Babblers, Orange-spotted Bulbul, Bali Myna, and Black-
winged Starling. 91 birds were added on this part, including about 40 endemics, bringing the trip total to 348 species. 
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On the main tour, endemics came thick-and-fast, as they dominate the avifauna of the Lesser Sundas, and therefore provided 
most of the highpoints. 257 species were recorded on the main tour, and over 80 endemics;  (using the taxonomy adopted 
by the current field guide to the country). It is impossible to talk about this tour without mentioning nightbirds; we had good 
views of all 8 owls possible on the tour, with the observations of the normally difficult Flores and Wallace’s Scops-Owls 
being both unexpected, and much valued, during our productive time on the island of the former Portuguese colony of Flores.  

 
This poorly studied region offers many endemics, some of which are still awaiting formal recognition as distinct species, 

 like the vocally-distinct Rote Boobook, which is currently listed under the very different Southern Boobook. 

On our first main island, Sumba, the birding was relatively trouble-free, with much-wanted species like Sumba Hornbill, 
Sumba Green-Pigeon, Red-naped Fruit-Dove, and Cinnamon-banded Kingfishers all starring. Nightbirds also  played 
their part on that island, with the diminutive Least (Little Sumba) Boobook being tracked down one evening, and the 
significantly larger (Great) Sumba Boobook found during an early morning outing. The small island of Rote provided its 
landmark species, the scarlet-headed Rote Myzomela, which had only one month earlier been formally recognized as a 
distinct species, while another, Southern (Rote) Boobook (above) that was seen at night still awaits formal description.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Lesser Sundas (including Bali and Eastern Java extension): Sept. 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

4 

Timor, as expected, provided the most challenging birding, but still yielded stellar endemics like the smart Black-banded 
Flycatcher, excellent views of the typically elusive Buff-banded Bushbird (Timor Thicketbird), as well as around a dozen 
Timor Sparrows heading to roost one evening. Few Indonesian islands come without endemic nightbirds, and Timor provided 
both a boobook and a nightjar of its own, although like many of the forms in the region they are still awaiting  formal recognition 
as species. Moving on to our final large island, Flores, we were pleased to see plenty of forest intact, and had a much easier 
time with the birds too, with the stunning White-rumped (Glittering) Kingfisher seemingly attending every chorus, and was 
seen well several times too, and an Elegant Pitta behaved impeccably there, (unlike earlier on Sumba), and performed for 
all. One of the main targets in the forested hills of Kisol was the critically-endangered Flores Hawk-Eagle, which we had been 
prepared to wait substantial time for. However, we were very fortunate to have a single gleaming-white bird within 90 minutes 
of trying, which flew into a tree, and hopped up onto an open branch to be scoped by all, before flying overhead on its massive 
wings leaving us all stunned at these rare views. Other highlights on Flores included, two extended observations of male 
Wallace’s Hanging-Parrots actively foraging in flowering trees; several perched Flores Green-Pigeons, multiples of the 
very local Flores Monarch, 3 species of Heleia, regular Flores Minivets, the inconspicuous Chestnut-capped Thrush, and 
the incredible vocal repertoire and appearance of a male Bare-throated Whistler. Lastly, we made a side trip by boat to the 
island of Komodo, which provided a relaxed end to the tour, as well as super looks at the critically endangered Yellow-crested 
Cockatoo, which was arguably overshadowed by the island’s namesake dragons (below), the largest reptile on the planet… 

 
The island of Komodo was visited during a private boat trip from Labuan Bajo in Flores; while there our main avian target, 

the critically endangered Yellow-crested Cockatoo was seen. However, this day trip was as much about this animal,  
the mighty Komodo Dragon, as it was about the birds. 
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DETAILED TOUR SUMMARY: EXTENSION (Bali and Eastern Java) 
31st August – 23rd September 2018 

Tour Leader: Keith Barnes 

 
We didn´t just see Green Peafowl, we saw it doing this! (Keith Barnes) 

These were the favorite picks of the tour, as voted for by the tour participants and guide combined: 

Top Five Birds of the EXTENSION (Bali and Java): 

1 Blue Nuthatch    Mount Ijen, JAVA 

2 Pink-headed Fruit-Dove   Mount Ijen, JAVA 

3 Green Peafowl    Alas Purwo, JAVA 

4= Javan Frogmouth    Mount Ijen, JAVA 

4= Bali Myna (Starling)    Bali Barat NP, BALI 
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Bali is one of those places whose very mention evokes a tropical island paradise, and for good reason. This island does 
indeed have wonderful beaches, snorkeling, diving, and hospitable people. But in combination with eastern Java, just the 
other side of a narrow strait, it also offers some excellent birding. Although Bali lies in close proximity to the Lesser Sundas, 
it is on the ‘Asian’ side of Wallace’s Line, which coincides with a deep oceanic trench. This means that in periods of low sea 
levels, it was connected with Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Asian mainland, rather than to the Lesser Sundas and Moluccas. 
This has resulted in an avifauna at family level with strong Asian tropical affinities, including a rich set of near-endemics. 
These were our main targets on a 6-day extension that took us to Bali Barat NP, (Bali) Alas Purwo NP and Gunung Ijen in an 
attempt to get a few key Bali and East Java specialties before the main tour.  

 

BALI (31st Aug) 

As everyone had arrived into Denpasar the day before the tour kicked off, we made our way out of the city early, and headed 
for a highland locality that offered us a great opportunity to open our account. On arrival, having disembarked from our vehicle, 
the mist was so thick that it was difficult to even locate the other members of our group, never mind see any birds. Plenty 
were heard, but eventually views of Scarlet Minivet, Ruddy (Parduzki’s) Cuckoo-Dove, endemic Flame-fronted and Little 
(Blue-eared) Barbets, Olive-backed (Javan) Tailorbird, Gray-cheeked (Melodious) Bulbul, and Javan (Heleia) Gray-
throated (Mees’s) White-eyes made the stop worthwhile. Then we dropped below the mist and skirted some rice paddies, 
getting great views of multiple stunning Javan Kingfishers (above, Keith Barnes) in the process. The long drive to Permuteran 
was then undertaken, but with a few opportunistic stops for localized grass-eating species that were not seen again on the 
extension, including Streaked Weaver, and Javan, White-headed and Scaly-breasted Munias.  
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BALI – Bali Barat NP (1st September) 

Bali Barat protects the largest and wildest tract of land left on Bali. It includes a fat peninsula, which is covered in dry deciduous 
forest, while it grades into rainforest farther inland. In combination with a coastline of sandy beaches, mudflats, and 
mangroves, it’s no surprise that this park supports a diverse mix of birds. We were out at dawn and ran into our first of many 
Green Junglefowl before seeking out the two main targets in the park: the spectacular, crested, white, critically endangered 
Bali Myna, and also the slightly more widespread but equally critically endangered Black-winged Starling. After half-an-hour 
of intense scanning a few Bali Mynas (Starlings) were seen in flight, and then perched up in some nearby trees, and then 
the Black-winged (Myna) Starlings were located with much excitement from Hery, our local guide, who told us that they had 
been very difficult recently, and he had missed them a few times. Luckily not with us. The final threatened Sturnid was the 
Javan Myna that also presented itself well. We were rather pleased to have scored the trio of threatened mynas so early on  
our trip. A male Scarlet-headed Flowerpecker dazzled us during our breakfast stop.  

 

Some drier forest yielded Zebra Dove, Gray-cheeked (Green) Pigeon, and Black-naped Fruit-Dove. Another nearby stop 
in some coastal scrub produced the vocal Bar-winged Prinia. Next location was the mangroves, that are known to hold a 
few sought-after species and they delivered excellent views of the Indonesian-endemic Small Blue (Cerulean) Kingfisher, 
(above, Keith Barnes) and the sweet-singing Golden-bellied Gerygone, and monotonous Mangrove Whistler.  
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A small gully held the stunning Rufous-backed (Oriental) Dwarf-Kingfisher too. As the heat picked up, we changed gears 
and headed for a series of blinds that are known to deliver some delightful goodies. The rewards came thick-and-fast and 
included pale-grey-eyed Racket-tailed Treepie, stunning views of both male and female Javan Banded Pitta (below, Keith 
Barnes) that were too close to photograph! Laced Woodpecker, Horsfield’s (Wren) Babbler, and Fulvous-chested Jungle-
Flycatcher rounded out the blind’s impressive cast. Leaving the forest, we encountered Lineated Barbet and both Banded 
Bay and Plaintive Cuckoos. And as we headed for our lunch stop we checked a Sunda Scops-Owl roost, and were quickly 
rewarded with our first of ten owls recorded on this tour (combined with the main tour). We spent lunch at a nice little café and 
then made our way towards a small nearby stream that held a close-and-spectacular Blue-eared Kingfisher (page 13, Keith 
Barnes), our fifth kingfisher for the day! Working the coastal scrub as the late afternoon wore on, we came up with excellent 
looks at Savannah Nightjar, and brief but satisfactory looks at Freckle-breasted Woodpecker. As dusk approached, we 
worked some fishponds scoring Sunda Teal, Javan Plover, Pied (Black-winged) Stilt, and a good variety of migrant 
shorebirds. At dusk we returned to the lovely hotel that we had unfortunately only seen at night for a great meal! It had also 
been a bumper day for mammals, with us seeing the sizable Black Giant Squirrel that is grey-and-brown (rather than black) 
on Bali, Javan Langur, Wild Boar, and Rusa (Timor) Deer.  
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BALI to JAVA – Alas Purwo NP to Banyuwangi (2nd September) 

Because we had done so well yesterday there was no need to spend any more time in Bali, and so we headed straight for 
the ferry to Java pre-dawn. The coffee was hideously sweet, but that was the only hardship of our crossing as the fear of 
choppy waters came to naught. A few Great Crested Terns were our only avian reward, before hitting Javan soil. Javan 
legend has it that the Earth first emerged from the ocean at Alas Purwo NP, and it is locally called the first forest! This park is 
famous for two unassociated things: its classic world-class surf breaks (one of Asia’s best sites); and the most easily seen 
population of globally Endangered wild cattle - the impressive Banteng (below, Keith Barnes) - which we dubbed the ‘sexy 
cow’. Less than 5000 remain on Earth (in three subspecies), and this part of Java is undoubtedly the best place to see the 
local race. We had at least 25 individuals, which was a lovely surprise.  

 

But our main mission here was the birds, and before long we had a fabulous soaring endangered Javan Hawk-Eagle, our 
main target at Alas Purwo. The plains also had a dozen Green Peafowl (next page, Keith Barnes) traipsing around on it. 
Surely East Java is the best place on Earth to see this magnificent endangered bird. We had 30+ individuals including two 
displaying males before the day was out! We spent the remainder of the day exploring tracks and roads around the park. One 
of the first discoveries was a small flock of endemic Grey-cheeked (Javan) Tit-babbler before we found a fruiting tree. 
Amongst the Black-headed and Cream-vented Bulbuls we teased out a few threatened endemic Ruby-throated Bulbuls.  
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A few bullet-like flyby Yellow-throated (Javan) Hanging-Parrots (another endemic) passed through, before we saw them 
clinging to the tree-trunks and clambering about the fruits. A stunning endemic Black-banded Barbet responded to playback 
and flew in to where everyone could get eye-searing looks at the dagger-like bill and German football-supporter plumage on 
the head (a combo of red, black and yellow that somehow combines to make a powerful but elegant combo). Although we 
kept trying for new birds, we only really managed to add Javan Cuckooshrike, Streaky-breasted (Javan) Spiderhunter, 
Lesser Adjutant and Oriental Pied-Hornbill before the day was out. We made our way to the town of Banyuwangi, the base 
of our next day’s destination, the volcano of Mt Ijen.  

 

JAVA – Mount Ijen (3rd September) 

This is an important East Javan tourist destination. Ijen’s crater is the largest highly acidic crater lake on Earth. But it is most 
famous for the ‘blue fire’; ignited sulphuric gas flames up to 5m tall that dance in the dark. This is why tourists flock here for a 
predawn hike into the crater replete with gas-mask. We were also up pre-dawn, but for a different kind of treasure. It took 
nearly an hour, but eventually we were face-to-face with a magical Javan Frogmouth (next page, Keith Barnes)– endemic 
to the island of Java!  
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A pre-dawn venture out at Mount Ijen got us the endemic Javan Frogmouth, one of the most popular birds of the extension 
 
As dawn approached we had to move fast, and were soon in a purpose-built blind waiting for the local and very skittish Gray-
breasted (White-faced) Partridge (endemic to far East Java). As the dawn arrived we located Scaly (Horsfield’s) Thrush, 
and the local taxon of Large Wren-Babbler. A Wreathed Hornbill passed over the area noisily. Suddenly the partridges 
were calling very close, and by the time they appeared in the open were only a few meters away from the blind. They took 
fright and scuttled into the forest. So those on the right side got close, but brief views. Those on the wrong side saw nothing! 
The trees around our breakfast spot attracted the diminutive local race of Grey-and-Buff and larger Checker-throated (Javan 
Yellownape) Woodpeckers. Both these woodpeckers are split by HBW and the Indonesian field guide and are likely bankable 
birds for Clements listers. We started our regular roadside birding and before long saw a large flock of endemic Sunda 
Minivet. This held a few mixed flock specialists, and then throughout the morning we piled up many species including: Javan 
endemic Pied and Trilling Shrike-babblers; White-flanked Sunbird; White-bibbed Babbler; East Java endemic White-
bellied Fantail; Blood-breasted (Javan) Flowerpecker; Sunda (Javan) Bulbul; Sunda Warbler; Dark-backed Imperial-
Pigeon;  Sunda Cuckoo;  Sunda Cuckooshrike; Rusty-breasted (Tenggara) Whistler; Pygmy Cupwing and Indigo 
(Warbling) Flycatcher.  
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Higher up in the more alpine zone we connected with the endemic Orange-spotted Bulbul and Crescent-chested Babbler 
easily, but the skulking metronomic Javan Bush-Warbler took some work to tease out of the deep scrub, but we were finally 
rewarded with fabulous views. As is typical of these montane zones the afternoon was quiet, but we spent a lot of time 
targeting the unforgettable Pink-headed Fruit-Dove (below, Keith Barnes), which we were eventually rewarded with, with 
magical views. We also bumped into the local yellow-eyed and very different looking Javan-endemic race of (Javan) Banded 
Broadbill, having failed to see it at Alas Purwo the day prior after busting a gut to get one to show. We toddled off to our nice 
hotel and had a superb dinner to celebrate the many lifers for most of the group.  

 
With looks like this, Pink-headed Fruit-Dove was a predictable highlight of the extension at Mt. Ijen, Java (Keith Barnes) 

JAVA – BALI Mount Ijen to Denpasar (4th September) 

We returned to Mt. Ijen for another early morning sojourn, and failed to bring in a vocalizing Javan Owlet. We also got skunked 
trying for better views of the partridge. But we did have some success adding a stunning flock of cooperative Blue Nuthatch 
(page 2, Keith Barnes) of the blue-bellied azurea race restricted to East Java. We also located Snowy-browed Flycatcher, 
Crimson-winged Woodpecker, Chestnut-backed (Javan) Scimitar-babbler and Blue-winged (Javan) Leafbird, but 
before long we had to start the long road back to Denpasar, retracing our steps.  
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However, we made good time and were able to sneak in one last stop at the Bedugal Botanical Gardens just before dusk for 
a final endemic Javan (Sunda) Whistling-Thrush before returning to Denpasar and celebrating a 60th birthday for one of 
the group. We were all knackered and delayed our cake-munching till the following day.  

BALI (5th September) 

Arrival day for main tour. Today was set aside as an arrival day to meet up with the participants arriving for the Lesser Sundas 
tour. Those that had done the extension enjoyed a stunning day of Bali culture, visiting Ubud and the water temple at Pura 
Ulan Danu Bratan amongst the incense and family shrines that pepper this land of reverence. We all joined up in the evening 
for a welcome dinner with the new participants, and prepared for our time on Sumba, Timor, Rote, Flores and Komodo 
dreaming of what was to come: endemics, owls, dragons and crossing Wallace’s line! 

 

 
 

This Blue-eared Kingfisher was seen earlier on the extension in Bali Barat National Park  
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Some images from the extension, by participant Neal Miller… 
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Red-naped Fruit-Dove was an early tour highlight of the main tour, on the island of Sumba 

DETAILED TOUR SUMMARY: MAIN TOUR (Sumba, Timor, Rote, Flores and Komodo) 

These were the favorite picks of the tour, as voted for by the tour participants and guides combined:  

Top Five Birds of the MAIN TOUR: 

1 Flores Scops-Owl     Kisol, FLORES 

2 Wallace’s Hanging-Parrot    Golo Lusang, FLORES 

3 Bare-throated Whistler    Golo Lusang, FLORES 

4 Chestnut-capped Thrush    Puarlolo, FLORES 

5 Timor Stubtail/Oriental Plover/Flores Crow ROTE/ROTE/FLORES  
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Other birds that were mentioned during the voting were: Green Junglefowl, Flores Hawk-Eagle, Bonelli’s (Renshi’s) Eagle, 
Sumba and Flores Green Pigeons, Red-naped Fruit-Dove, White-rumped (Glittering) Kingfisher, Large-tailed (Timor) Nightjar, 
(Great) Sumba and Least (Little Sumba) Boobooks, Sumba Hornbill, Elegant Pitta, Flores Minivet, Lemon-bellied White-eye, 
White-browed (Flores) Shortwing and Tricolored Parrotfinch. 

SUMBA – Yumbo, Lewa, and Manupeu-Tanah Daru NP 

Three full days were spent 
on this island to start our 
tour of the Lesser Sundas. 
Sumba lies to the east of 
Wallace’s Line that  marks 
the start of the zone of 
Wallacea, where the birds 
of the Oriental and 
Australasian regions meet. 
Our time on Sumba 
(following an early morning 
flight from Bali), opened 
well with first some Pale-
headed Munias, (and a 
Short-toed Snake-Eagle 
while viewing these), and 
then a short walk among 
the rocky grasslands of 
Yumbo for Sumba 
Buttonquail that flew up in front of us twice, making us all satisfied enough to leave. Other species that opened our time on 
this island included a male Apricot-breasted Sunbird and a few Yellow-spectacled White-eyes (Wallace’s Heleias) in a 
scrubby area alongside a beach that held a pair of Malaysian Plovers.  

The critically-endangered Yellow-crested (Orange-crested) Cockatoo was our principal target on the first morning in the 
Lewa/Manupeu-Tanah Daru NP area, (where most of our time was spent on Sumba), but a long vigil was necessary before 
we finally caught up with a passing pair in flight. This was also supported by a perched Great-billed Parrot and our first 
Cinnamon-banded Kingfisher (above) of the tour on the same morning. Three different endemic brown flycatchers were 
important to us on this island, and they fell in the anticipated order, (which reflected their relative scarcity), with Flores Jungle 
(Warbling) Flycatchers first, then Sumba Brown, and finally a Sumba Flycatcher thanks to the attentiveness of Carol and 
Ian. The strikingly beautiful Red-naped Fruit-Dove (page 15) was found with little fuss, and posed for us all on several 
memorable occasions, making it a major overall trip highlight for some. Our first night birding opened poorly with not a peep 
from the hoped-for Mees’s Nightjar, (although a vocal pair of Wallacean Cuckooshrikes was chalked up as we waited for  
darkness to come for that), but better luck with a pair of (Little Sumba) Least Boobooks, which the light was trained on for 
all to soak up at length.  
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It took a second attempt to get decent looks 
(beyond eyeshine) of a vociferous Mees’s 
Nightjar, and a very early morning outing to find a 
hulking (Great) Sumba Boobook that rewarded 
our abridged night’s rest!  

The handsome Sumba Hornbill (below, Lesley 
Cornish), was chalked up early after Sonia spotted 
it from the bus (following a successful foray for a 
red-headed male Sumba Myzomela), and was 
seen again later on a morning that also featured 
the only Sumba Green-Pigeon of the trip. More 
straightforward endemics were readily comeby 
too, like Blood-breasted (Sumba) Flowerpecker 
(right) and Wallacean (Sumba Spangled) 
Drongo that were observed regualrly. However, 
not all went to plan; Elegant Pittas frustrated us 
frequently, giving just fleeting views. In spite of this, one foray in after one did see us chance upon a pair of Chestnut-backed 
Thrushes foraging in a fruiting tree overhead, which dampened the poor showing of the pitta somewhat! 
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Rote highlights: Slaty (Black) Cuckoo-Dove (above, Lesley Cornish) and “Rote” Fantail a likely future species 
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ROTE – Lake Sotimore area 

While only one night was spent on this ‘minor’ island, (which lies south of Timor), it ended up being one of the most popular 
periods of the tour. The birding was easy, and the endemics came quickly. Timor Bushchats were numerous and seen time 
and again; the large-billed Timor (Rote) Leaf Warbler (next page) was seen on both days at close range, and the similarly 
yet-to-be-split Southern (Rote) Boobook (page 3) gave us long, lasting looks at night. Perhaps the most anticipated bird on 
this island was the Rote Myzomela (below), which had just been formally recognized as a full species on the 
Cornell/Clements/eBird list just one month earlier. Several bright, scarlet-hooded males featured during our morning on Rote. 
The island not only provided three endemics, restricted to that island, but also a head start on our Timor target list, with Olive-
shouldered (Jonquil) Parrot seen perched, Slaty (Black) Cuckoo-Dove (page 18, Lesley Cornish), Timor Oriole, Green 
(Timor) Figbird, Timor Stubtail, and Orange-banded Thrush (page 21) all being found there too. However, perhaps the 
most memorable was a pair of Tricolored Parrotfinch, which fed in the open for a very long time, and permitted the male to 
be scoped at our leisure. 

 
Rote Myzomela was recognized as a distinct species in August 2018, one month before the tour! 
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Two endemic leaf warblers from the Lesser Sundas: the big-billed Rote Leaf Warbler (above) and Flores Leaf Warbler… 
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The Lesser Sundas is home to some stunning thrushes: Chestnut-capped at Kisol on Flores (above); and Orange-banded Thrush
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TIMOR – Bipolo, Oelnasi and Mount Mutis 

 

Our time on Timor was sandwiched either side of a side trip to the islet of Rote for its three endemics. During our first stint on 
Timor, the most abundant of the endemics was unsurprisingly also the first we saw, with a Streak-breasted Honeyeater 
(Timor Meliphaga) hooked in within the mangroves of Bipolo, an area which also produced Far Eastern Curlew, Timor 
Friarbird and Red-backed Buttonquail during our two visits to the site. We soon picked up our first Drab Swiftlets, the 
“Glossy” Swiftlet that replaces the Tenggara that we’d seen earlier on Sumba. An area of forest patches nearby held our first 
Northern (Timor) Fantails (next page) and Plain (Timor) Gerygones, grasslands and agricultural land held Oriental 
Plovers (particularly popular with Ian), and Australian Pratincoles, and nearby scrub was a landing site for some pre-roost 
Timor Sparrows, which numbered at least twelve different birds; they were also joined at times by the handsome Five-
colored Munia. Our first note on the island closed with another endemic nightbird, with an eventually vocal Southern (Timor) 
Boobook. Another section of Bipolo brought us long looks at a Pink-headed Imperial-Pigeon, a bird that had earlier 
frustrated us on Sumba, and so was much appreciated by then, while Iain got a head start on the rest of us by being the only 
one to lock eyes on the neat Black-banded Flycatcher, one of the islands most-wanted endemics. The same area did though 
produce something for all too, superb views of a calling Buff-banded Bushbird (Timor Thicketbird), above, which we had 
expected to be a lot more difficult than it turned out to be.  
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Another area visited in the hills – Oelnasi – was very productive, with patience, first producing ‘scope looks for all of the tricky 
Timor (Dusky) Cuckoo-Dove, an active party of Spot-breasted White-eyes (Timor Heleias) some good, long looks of 
Rose-crowned Fruit-Doves (next page) and (after dark), the Large-tailed (Timor) Nightjar perched in the telescope for all. 
A return visit there brought us super looks at the sharp Black-banded Flycatcher. Mount Mutis was visited twice also, and 
produced higher species like Yellow-eared Honeyeater, brief views of Timor Imperial-Pigeon in flight for some, and very 
short looks at a red-eared male Mount Mutis Parrotfinch for Sonia and Martin only. Likewise, only a few people got perched 
looks at some Iris Lorikeets, which set off before people could jostle into position, and the same too happened with a male 
Blood-breasted (Timor) Flowerpecker. The birding was tough on Timor, with some of the endemics only seen by some, 
which is sadly typical for this island. More Cinnamon-banded Kingfishers were also chalked up there, and a pair of cruising 
Bonelli’s (Renschi’s) Eagles (page 25, Lesley Cornish) were much appreciated at the summit trailhead. Olive-headed 
Lorikeets were much more cooperative, with plentiful flight views on the mountain, plus a long observation of a perched bird. 
The scenic, boulder-strewn areas of forest on Mutis were home to plenty of Pygmy Cupwings, here with a very distinctive 
voice in spite of unexpected DNA results suggesting it is not a good species; one of which was seen extremely well as it 
hopped in and out of the limestone rocks. Island Thrushes were also noted up on the mountain, as were Black-banded 
Fruit-Dove; Black-fronted (Timor) Myzomelas, Timor Leaf Warbler, and Timor Blue (Warbling) Flycatcher were also 
conspicuous on Timor. 

 
“Timor” Fantails were conspicuous on Timor; another likely future split from Northern Fantail, which it looks quite unlike!  

Photos next page: Timor Bushchat, male, Rote (top); Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, Oelnasi, Timor 
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While most of the time on Timor was spent in 
forested areas in lowland areas or in the hills, (as 
that is where most of the specialties are found); 
we ended our time on the island with a visit to 
some fishponds at Bipoolo. The ponds were 
packed with hundreds of shorebirds, mostly 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Pied Stilts, along 
with Long-toed and Red-necked Stints, 
Common Greenshank, Marsh and Curlew 
Sandpipers, and Red-capped Plovers. 
However, it was the ducks that held the greatest 
surprises, among the more expected hundreds 
of Wandering Whistling-Ducks, Pacific Black 
Ducks, and Sunda Teal was a single White-

eyed Duck (Hardhead), a rarity, along with a single dabbling Green Pygmy-Goose. The ponds also hosted Gull-billed, 
Whiskered and White-winged Terns. However, the standout performance of the afternoon came in the nearby reeds, where 
a pair of White-browed Crakes (below, Lesley Cornish) strolled out into the late afternoon sun. A late showing from a small 
gathering of Pied Herons among the foraging egrets was also popular. This was a good session of relief following the angst 
of difficult forest birding on Timor! 
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FLORES – Danau Rana Mese, Kisol, Golo Lusang, and Labuan Bajo 

 
This Elegant Pitta opened our time in Kisol on Flores  

Flores arguably provided the best birding of all the islands on the main tour; we started out near Danau Rana Mese, where 
we quickly notched up Timor (Flores) Leaf-Warblers (page 20), the first of many Sunda (Scaly-crowned) Honeyeaters, an 
immature male Bare-throated Whistler belting out its powerful chorus in view, and White-browed White-eye (Eyebrowed 
Heleia). On the lake itself, three Little (Tricolored) Grebe were found, while the surrounding hills were a backdrop for our 
first Rufous-bellied Eagles, while on our first watch for the rare Flores Hawk-Eagle. The sparse trees near the lake also 
hosted Cinereous (Great) Tit, Sunda (Pygmy) Woodpecker, and a nesting Golden-rumped Flowerpecker.  

After checking into the simple surroundings of the Catholic Seminary at Kisol, we took to the forest nearby, seeing many 
conspicuous Wallacean (Flores Spangled) Drongos (page 28), before immediately hitting the jackpot with excellent views 
of a rowdy cooperative Elegant Pitta (above). However, the nightbirds were initially not. We tried a spot for Wallace’s Scops-
Owl on our first night but heard nothing, although the repeated croaks of many Moluccan Scops-Owls (next page) 
accompanied our search. These were wanted too, and so once we thought the game was up for the Wallace’s, we set about 
seeing them. In spite of the calls betraying its relative abundance, it took several tried before we could train the spotlight on 
one bird for a long time.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Lesser Sundas (including Bali and Eastern Java extension): Sept. 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

27 

 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Lesser Sundas (including Bali and Eastern Java extension): Sept. 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

28 

The same could not be said of the Wallace’s 
Scops-Owl, which remained unheard at the time 
we set off to return to our lodging. However, after 
trying another, “Hail Mary” site we heard a loud 
response just ahead of us, and before we knew it 
Martin had the bird sitting calmly in the light, not 
something they typically do. It remained there for 
about five minutes leaving us all “gobsmacked” at 
the end of a challenging, but productive first 
nightbird session on Flores. 

This opening performance was arguably trumped 
the next morning in Kisol, with a spectacular period 
that started with our first Flores White-eye (Thick-
billed Heleias) calling regularly from a vine tangle, 
and continued with a Flores Green-Pigeon 
frequenting a fruiting tree that also attracted Black-
naped Fruit-Doves. An excellent, carrot-billed 
White-rumped (Glittering) Kingfisher was seen 
thanks to the persistence of Keith, before we settled 
in for the long haul – the traditional spell looking for 
Flores Hawk-Eagle, overlooking a hillside of forest, 
for the middle hours of the day. We knew this was 
likely to be lengthy. Therefore, it was with some 
relief and surprise that we heard the scream of 
“FLORES HAWK-EAGLE!” within an hour of being 

there, which quickly got us all on to a large gleaming-white bird that quickly disappeared into a dense canopy. We were all 
frustrated that the ‘scopes could not pick it up there, when suddenly it shifted position in the tree, choosing instead the 
uppermost promontory to perch on, and allowed us all scope looks in the process. Then, for the finale, it took off and headed 
towards us, giving us an extended flight view too of this critically-endangered raptor. This was something very special in terms 
of views, and something we were all patently aware of! Other birds at the site included regular encounters with the gorgeous 
Black-fronted Flowerpecker, some brilliant yellow Oriental (Sunda) White-eyes (page 30) of a distinctive local race, and 
some very showy Pale-shouldered Cicadabirds (page 32). While not particularly unfamiliar-looking, the Flores Crows seen 
were appreciated more for their bizarre vocal repertoires. 

Following our time at Danau Rana Mese and Kisol, our next port of call were spots around the higher site of Golo Lusang. We 
started out by trying for one of the trickiest of the higher dwelling endemics, and were again left stunned when a male White-
browed (Flores) Shortwing (page 29) refused to perform to type, and sat in the open for long enough to even train a ‘scope 
on it. Everyone saw it, and saw it well, as the following photos can attest to…We also got a decent showing from a Russet-
capped Tesia, got some good looks at Dark-crowned White-eye (Crested Heleia) previous page, in our early forays there, 
in addition to our first Brown-capped (Trumpeting) Fantail. 
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The higher altitude of Golo Lusang makes it 
a frequent victim to fog or rain, even in the dry 
season; and our opening afternoon was 
testament to this. It was tempting to abandon 
any further birding that day, but we lingered 
until nighttime all the same. Unpredictably, 
the weather cleared, and the evening saw the 
fog lift and rain long gone. We tried for one of 
the toughest birds of the tour; we had three 
nights to try for it, and knew we may need all 
of them to find it. After quite some time with 
no response, suddenly, a Flores Scops-Owl 
(left) uttered its soft call close by. Thoughts of 
leaving vanished in an instant, and what 
unfolded was an extended battle for us all to 
see it. We got info on a regular area that it 
comes into, and in spite of this being proven 
several times, it seemed that someone 
always was blocked. Little-by-little, one after 
another, we got stellar looks at it, as we 
rotated, and the bird would come in after a 
lengthy pause. Finally, as if to mock us all, 
the last showing was of a bird coming in and 

landing in full frontal view of absolutely everyone, leaving us all elated. At that point it was hard to see any other bird winning 
the bird of the tour vote, and so it turned out.  

Returning to Golo Lusang, (and also another site, the Pagal Road brought rich returns, with perched views of foraging male 
Wallace’s Hanging-Parrots at both sites. This, like the owl, was very popular among the group, making the top five birds of 
the main tour. The Pagal Road also yielded great looks at the vividly colored Flame-breasted Sunbird, further White-rumped 
(Glittering) Kingfishers, and more Flores Minivets (previous page). Golo Lusang was also the only site where we 
encountered the Blood-breasted (Flores) Flowerpecker that prefers higher elevations to the more abundant Black-fronted 
Flowerpecker seen earlier at Kisol, several Flores (Warbling) Jungle-Flycatchers and got some low flight shots of a handful 
of Rainbow (Leaf) Lorikeets…Our last day on Flores saw us visit a very special site in Puarlolo, home of the extremely local 
Flores Monarch, and then take a leisurely finish birding the shoreline at Labuan Bajo, the port from which we would launch 
our private boat trip to Komodo for the final birding of the tour. The first site yielded not only around six different Flores 
Monarchs (page 33), but also a pair of Chestnut-capped Thrushes (page 21) foraging in a fruiting tree, and a handsome 
Rufous-chested Flycatcher, which showed very well to all present. Along the coast on our final Flores afternoon, the shore 
was loaded with shorebirds, mostly Javan Plovers and Pacific Golden-Plovers, and the surrounding scrub yielded our first 
Lemon-bellied White-eyes (page 33) mixed in with our final Yellow-spectacled White-eyes (Wallace’s Heleia’s) next page, 
of the tour, which had been one of the first endemics of the tour back on Sumba. The distinctive shape of a circling White-
bellied Sea-Eagle was also noticed high above Labuan Bajo, a bird that would also feature on Komodo the next day. 
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KOMODO  

The island of Komodo lies 50km (30 miles) to the west of Flores, and was accessed by taking a private boat trip for the day 
from Labuan Bajo. We were there for the same reason that many tourists visit, to see one of the anomalies of the natural 
world, the Komodo Dragon, the largest lizard on Earth. It is usually relatively easy to find, as a number of individuals are 
known to local rangers, and use regular spots to loaf during the heat of the day. However, this was not how we encountered 
our first; as we approached Komodo on a bright sunny morning, the mountains of the island framing the first close up vista of 
the island, we noticed a large shape moving awkwardly along the shore. Just in front of a small handful of onlookers, a 
Komodo Dragon passed by, the people in the background making it immediately obvious to us what a large species this is, 
even if it was not the biggest individual we saw that morning. On the crossing over we also noted Red-necked Phalaropes, 
Great Crested Tern, and had all too brief views of a handful of Island (Sunda) Collared-Doves (page 36), as they flushed 
from a small island offshore. We hoped for better views of the latter, and eventually got them, as we arrived at the ranger 
station on Komodo to find an individual sat out in the sun, singing enthusiastically from a prominent perch for ten minutes or 
so. I cannot be accurate on the timing of this as our viewing of the dove was quickly curtailed when we were shown a very 
large Komodo Dragon (below) resting on the ground nearby… 
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After arriving on the island, those who visited the public facilities rapidly ran into some bold Green Junglefowl (below) that 
are known to be quite confiding there, and revealed this to us, even during our short time on Komodo. However, birdwise, this 
was not our main avian objective, which was the critically-endangered Yellow-crested Cockatoo (next page) for which 
Komodo one of the few remaining strongholds in its diminishing range. Thankfully though they were still easy to find, because 
they were noisy and vocal, with a small group seen shortly after arrival, and then another watched perched for some time 
during our “dragon walk”. While on the island, we also ran into a number of Barred Doves (page 37), several confiding 
Orange-footed Scrubfowls foraging by the trail, more Lemon-bellied White-eyes, Green Imperial-Pigeons, and 
Wallacean (Flores Spangled) Drongos, and a single showy Variable Goshawk (page 37). 

We left the island late morning to relocate to a nearby bay to sample the famous snorkeling in the area, taking in a variety of 
technicolor tropical fish and vibrant corals, before we took a delicious lunch in an idyllic bay with parrotfish and pipefish for 
company. After that, we set off for Flores again, but kept it slow, as we still had not seen a Great-billed Heron, as the area is 
usually reliable for the species. As we slowly moved our way back east, Keelin put us out of misery when she noticed a 
prominent figure standing on a rocky spit of land: Great-billed Heron, the final new bird of the tour.  

 
Green Junglefowls were seen on Sumba and Komodo; on the latter island they were particularly approachable. 
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CHECKLISTS:	

BIRDS	

The	taxonomy	of	the	bird	list	follows:	Clements,	James	F.,	White,	Anthony	W.,	and	Fitzpatrick,	John	W.	The	
Clements	Checklist	of	Birds	of	the	World.	Cornell,	2007.		
	
This	list	is	up	to	date	with	the	major	changes	published	by	Cornell	up	until	August	2018.	

As	there	are	many	alternative	names	among	authors	for	some	species-subspecies	now,	I	have	included	these	here	for	
clarity.		

H		 indicates	a	species	that	was	HEARD,	but	not	seen.	
GO	 indicates	a	species	that	was	seen	by	the	GUIDE	ONLY.	
EXT	 indicates	a	species	that	was	ONLY	recorded	on	the	Bali	and	East	Java	Extension.	
	
IE		 indicates	an	INDONESIAN	endemic	that	is	not	confined	to	a	single	island	or	the	Lesser	Sundas	
LS	 indicates	a	LESSER	SUNDAS	endemic	that	is	not	confined	to	a	single	island	
	
BE	 indicates	a	BALI	endemic	
FE	 indicates	a	FLORES	endemic	
JE	 indicates	a	JAVA	endemic	
RE	 indicates	a	ROTE	endemic	
SE	 indicates	a	SUMBA	endemic	
TE	 indicates a TIMOR	endemic	

All	of	the	types	of	endemics	are	highlighted	in	red	(this	includes	birds	that	are	only	split	in	the	field	guide).	
	

DUCKS,	GEESE	and	WATERFOWL:	ANATIDAE	

Wandering	Whistling-Duck	Dendrocygna	arcuate:	Hundreds	were	seen	at	the	fishponds	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Green	Pygmy-Goose	Nettapus	pulchellus:	A	single	was	seen	at	Bipolo	fishponds,	(Timor).	
Pacific	Black	Duck	Anas	superciliosa:	Recorded	twice	on	Timor,	then	Flores.	
Sunda	Teal	Anas	gibberifrons:	A	few	dozen	birds	were	seen	on	Rote,	then	hundreds	were	present	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Also	recorded	on	Bali,	on	the	extension.	
White-eyed	Duck	(Hardhead)	Aythya	australis:	A	single	of	this	rarity	was	seen	at	Bipolo	fishponds	on	Timor.	

MEGAPODES:	MEGAPODIIDAE	

Orange-footed	Scrubfowl	Megapodius	r.	reinwardt:	Three	different	birds	were	seen	during	our	morning	on	Komodo.	

PHEASANTS,	GROUSE	and	ALLIES:	PHASIANIDAE	

Grey-breasted	(White-faced)	Partridge	Arborophila	orientalis	(JE)	EXT: Seen	well	by	some	from	a	blind	at	Mt.	Ijen.	
Green	Peafowl	Pavo	muticus	(EXT):	Some	excellent	views	on	Java	were	a	clear	highlight	of	the	extension.	
Voted	as	one	of	the	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	EXTENSION.	
Brown	Quail	Synoicus	ypsilophorus	pallidor:	Seen	twice	on	Sumba. 	
Red	Junglefowl	Gallus	gallus	(H):	Heard	in	the	forests	on	Mount	Mutis,	Timor.	Also	recorded	on	the	extension.	
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Green	Junglefowl	Gallus	varius:	Decent	views	were	obtained	on	Sumba,	but	tame	birds	were	seen	better	on	Komodo.	
Also	seen	on	the	extension	in	Java.	

GREBES:	PODICIPEDIDAE	

Little	(Tricolored)	Grebe	Tachybaptus	ruficollis	tricolor:	Three	were	seen	on	Lake	Rana	Mese	on	Flores.	
Taxonomy:	This	is	sometimes	split	off	as	a	species,	Tricolored	Grebe,	T.	tricolor	(e.g.	IOC).	

STORM-PETRELS:	HYDROBATIDAE	

Wilson’s	Storm-Petrel	Oceanites	oceanicus:	A	couple	were	seen	from	the	Roti-Timor	ferry.	

SHEARWATERS	and	PETRELS:	FRIGATIDAE	

Bulwer’s	Petrel	Bulweria	bulwerii:	3-4	birds	were	seen	from	the	Timor-Roti	ferry.	

STORKS:	CICONIIDAE	

Lesser	Adjutant	Leptoptilos	javanicus	(EXT):	Seen	in	the	Alas	Purwo	area	of	Java	on	the	extension.	

FRIGATEBIRDS:	FRIGATIDAE	

Lesser	Frigatebird	Fregata	ariel:	Scattered	sightings	on	the	tour,	including	from	the	Rote	ferry	and	on	Komodo.	 	

BOOBIES	AND	GANNETS:	SULIDAE	

Brown	Booby	Sula	leucogaster	plotus:	Quite	a	few	were	seen	from	the	ferry	between	Timor	and	Rote.	

CORMORANTS	&	SHAGS:	PHALACROCORACIDAE		

Little	Black	Cormorant	Phalacrocorax	sulcirostris:	Seen	on	two	days;	on	Rote	and	at	Bipolo	fishponds	on	Timor.	
Little	Pied	Cormorant	Phalacrocorax	melanoleucos:	A	single	was	seen	at	Lake	Sotimore	on	Rote.	

PELICANS:	PELECANIDAE		

Australian	Pelican	Pelecanus	conspicullatus:	One	was	seen	on	Lake	Sotimore,	on	Rote	island.	

HERONS,	EGRETS	&	BITTERNS:	ARDEIDAE		

Black	Bittern	Ixobbrychus	flavicollis:	One	flew	over	the	mangroves	at	Bipolo,	Timor	one	afternoon.	
Great-billed	Heron	Ardea	sumatrana:	This	substantial	heron	was	found	by	Keelin	near	Komodo.	Our	last	new	bird.	
Purple	Heron	Ardea	purpurea:	Recorded	on	Flores,	and	also	on	the	extension	before	the	main	tour	on	Java.	
(Eastern)	Great	Egret		Ardea	alba	modesta:	Scattered	sightings	on	Rote	and	Timor,	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Intermediate	Egret	Mesophoyx	intermedia:	Scattered	sightings	on	Sumba	and	Timor.	
Little	Egret	Egretta	garzetta	nigripes:	Small	numbers	on	Rote	and	Timor	on	the	main	tour;	also	seen	on	the	extension.	
Pacific	Reef-Heron	(Egret)	Egretta	sacra:	A	few	were	seen	from	the	boat	during	our	trip	out	to	Komodo.	
Pied	Heron	Egretta	picata:	At	least	four	birds	were	foraging	with	an	egret	flock	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Cattle	Egret	Bubulcus	ibis:	Numerous	sightings	throughout	(including	the	extension).	
Javan	Pond-Heron	Ardeola	speciosa	speciosa:	A	handful	were	seen	on	Sumba;	others	were	seen	on	the	extension.	
Striated	Heron	Butorides	striata	steini:	A	couple	were	seen	on	Timor.	
Rufous	(Nankeen)	Night-Heron	Nycticorax	caledonicus	australiasiae:	Two	were	seen	at	Lake	Sotimore	on	Rote.	
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IBISES	AND	SPOONBILLS:	THRESKIORNITHIDAE	

Glossy	Ibis	Plegadis	falcinellus:	Around	20	birds	were	seen	at	Bipolo	on	Timor.	
Royal	Spoonbill	Platalea	regia:	Seen	on	Rote	and	Timor.	

HAWKS,	EAGLES	&	KITES:	ACCIPITRIDAE	

Crested	Serpent-Eagle	Spilornis	cheela	bido	(EXT):	Observed	several	times	on	Java	on	the	extension.	
Short-toed	Snake-Eagle	Circaetus	gallicus:	Singles	were	seen	on	Sumba	and	Timor.	
Javan	Hawk-Eagle	Nisaetus	bartelsi	(JE)	EXT:	A	super	soaring	individual	was	seen	at	Alas	Purwo	NP,	Java.	
Flores	Hawk-Eagle	Nisaetus	floris	(FE):	A	single	bird	was	both	‘scoped	perched	and	seen	in	an	extended	flight,	at	Kisol	
in	Flores.	The	excellent	views	(not	typical)	of	this	critically	endangered	raptor	made	this	a	very	popular	bird	on	the	tour.	
Rufous-bellied	Eagle	Lophotriorchis	kienerii:	A	couple	were	seen	at	Danau	Rana	Mese	on	Flores.	
Bonelli's	(Renschi's)	Eagle	Aquila	fasciata	renschi:	Two	gave	good	flight	views	on	Mount	Mutis,	Timor.	
Spotted	Harrier	Circus	assimilis:	A	few	were	seen	shortly	after	arriving	on	Sumba.	
Crested	Goshawk	Accipiter	trivirgatus	javanicus	(EXT):	One	was	seen	in	display	flight	on	Java	(extension).	
Variable	(Varied/Tenggara)	Goshawk	Accipiter	hiogaster	sylvestris	(LS):	A	perched	bird	was	seen	very	well	on	
Komodo.	Taxonomy:	This	small,	pale	race	has	been	suggested	as	a	future	split	by	Eaton	et	al	in	their	recent	field	guide.	
Black	Kite	Milvus	migrans:	A	single	was	seen	on	Sumba.	
Brahminy	Kite	Haliastur	indicus:	Seen	on	Sumba	and	Komodo.	
White-bellied	Sea-Eagle	Haliaetus	leucogaster:	One	at	Labuan	Bajo	on	Flores	and	others	Komodo;	also,	extension.	

RAILS,	GALLINULES	&	COOTS:	RALLIDAE	

Buff-banded	Rail	Gallirallus	philippensis	philippensis	(GO):	One	was	flushed	by	Sam	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
White-breasted	Waterhen	Amaurornis	phoenicurus	leucomelana:	Seen	on	Timor	by	some;	also,	on	the	extension.	
White-browed	Crake	Porzana	cinereal:	Two	showed	very	well	at	Bipolo	on	Timor.	
Ruddy-breasted	Crake	Zapornia	fusca:	A	very	brief	flight	view	was	had	by	a	few	on	Flores.	
Dusky	Moorhen	Gallinula	tenebrosa	frontata:	One	was	present	on	Danau	Rana	Mese,	Flores.	

STILTS	&	AVOCETS:	RECURVIROSTRIDAE	

Pied	(Black-winged)	Stilt	Himantopus	leucocephalus:	Good	numbers	were	seen	on	Rote,	Timor,	and	on	the	extension.	

PLOVERS	&	LAPWINGS:	CHARADRIIDAE	

Pacific	Golden-Plover	Pluvialis	fulva:	Dozens	of	birds	were	seen	on	the	shore	at	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores.	
Lesser	(Siberian/Tibetan)	Sand-Plover	Charadrius	mongolus/atrifrons:	A	few	were	seen	on	both	Timor	and	Flores.	
Greater	Sand-Plover	Charadrius	leschenaultia:	Recorded	on	the	islands	of	Rote	and	Flores.	
Red-capped	Plover	Charadrius	ruficapillus:	A	dozen	were	seen	on	Rote,	and	another	twenty	on	Timor.	
Malaysian	Plover	Charadrius	peronii:	A	male	and	female	were	found	on	their	regular	beach	on	Sumba.	
Javan	Plover	Charadrius	javanicus:	Abundant	on	the	flats	by	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores.	Also	recorded	on	Java	on	extension.	
Oriental	Plover	Charadrius	veredus:	Six	birds	were	present	at	Bipolo	on	Timor.	

SANDPIPERS	&	ALLIES:	SCOLOPACIDAE	

Common	Sandpiper	Actitis	hypoleucos:	Observed	on	multiple	islands	on	the	main	tour,	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Gray-tailed	Tattler	Tringa	brevipes:	One	was	seen	on	the	flats	at	Labuan	Bajo	(Flores).	
Common	Greenshank	Tringa	nebularia:	Seen	at	Bipolo	on	Timor,	with	others	on	Flores,	and	on	the	extension	too.	
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Marsh	Sandpiper	Tringa	stagnatilis:	A	singleton	was	found	in	a	large	group	of	shorebirds	at	Bipolo	fishponds	(Timor).	
Wood	Sandpiper	Tringa	glareola:	Small	numbers	on	Sumba,	Rote	and	Timor;	also	seen	on	the	extension.	
Whimbrel	Numenius	phaeopus:	Several	sightings	on	Timor,	with	others	added	on	Flores	too.	
Far	Eastern	Curlew	Numenius	madagascariensis:	Two	singles	were	noted	on	Rote.	
Sharp-tailed	Sandpiper	Calidris	acuminate:	Hundreds	were	seen	at	the	fishponds	in	Bipolo	(Timor).	
Ruddy	Turnstone	Arenaria	interpes:	Two	birds	were	seen	at	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores;	also	on	the	extension.	
Curlew	Sandpiper	Calidris	ferruginea:	A	singleton	was	found	amongst	the	many	shorebirds	at	Bipolo	(Timor).	
Long-toed	Stint	Calidris	subminuta:	A	dozen	birds	were	present	at	Bipolo	fishponds	(Timor);	also	on	the	extension.	
Red-necked	Stint	Calidris	ruficollis:	Recorded	in	damp	rice	paddies	on	Rote,	and	then	again	at	Bipolo	(40+)	in	Timor.	
Sanderling	Calidris	alba:	Sonia	at	least	had	one	of	these	waders	on	the	beach	at	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores.	
Terek	Sandpiper	Xenus	cinereus:	A	handful	of	these	sandpipers	were	seen	on	the	beach	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Red-necked	Phalarope	Phalaropus	lobatus:	Just	a	few	were	seen	in	flight	at	sea,	between	Flores	and	Komodo.	

BUTTONQUAIL:TURNICIDAE	

Red-backed	Buttonquail	Turnix	maculosus	maculosus:	Three	birds,	including	a	bright	female,	were	seen	on	Timor.	
Sumba	Buttonquail	Turnix	everetti	(SE):	At	least	two	of	this	Sumba	endemic	were	seen	in	flight	at	Yumbo.	

PRATINCOLES	AND	COURSERS:	GLAREOLIDAE	

Australian	Pratincole	Stiltia	isabella:	A	handful	were	seen	in	the	damp	paddies	at	Bipolo	(Timor)	on	both	visits	there.	 	

GULLS,	TERNS	&	SKIMMERS:	LARIDAE	

Bridled	Tern	Onychoprion	anaethetus	anaethetus:	Regularly	encountered	on	the	journey	between	Timor	and	Rote.	
Little	Tern	Sternula	albifrons	sinensis:	A	few	were	seen	near	Kupang	on	Timor.	
Gull-billed	Tern	Gelochelidon	nilotica	macrotarsa:	A	few	seen	on	Timor	were	of	this	larger,	Australian	form.	
Whiskered	Tern	Chlidonias	hybrida	hybrida/javanica:	Recorded	several	times	on	Timor.	
White-winged	(Black)	Tern	Chlidonias	leucopterus:	At	least	two	were	seen	on	Timor,	at	Bipolo	fishponds.	
Black-naped	Tern	Sterna	sumatrana:	Seen	resting	on	rocks	off	Rote,	and	also	on	the	ferry	crossing	to	there.	
Great	Crested	Tern	Thalasseus	bergii	cristatus:	Recorded	on	ferry	rides	on	the	main	tour,	and	also	on	the	extension.	

PIGEONS	&	DOVES:	COLUMBIDAE	

Rock	Pigeon	Columba	livia:	Recorded	around	urban	sites	on	a	number	of	islands.	
Metallic	(Dark-throated)	Pigeon	Columba	vitiensis	metalica:	Recorded	regularly	in	flight	on	Mt.	Mutis	(Timor).	
Island	(Sunda)	Collared-Dove	Streptopelia	bitoquata	bitorquata	(IE):	Excellent	views	of	a	calling	bird	on	Komodo.	
Spotted	Dove	Streptopelia	chinensis:	Recorded	on	Timor	and	on	Komodo,	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Timor	(Dusky)	Cuckoo-Dove	Macropygia	magna	(LS):	A	pair	was	seen	perched	on	our	first	visit	to	Oelnasi	(Timor).	
Ruddy	(Parzudaki's)	Cuckoo-Dove	Macropygia	emiliana	emiliana	(IE):	Seen	by	one	or	two	people	on	Flores,	in	flight	
on	the	main	tour;	also	seen	several	occasions	on	the	extension	in	Java.	
Little	Cuckoo-Dove	Macropygia	ruficeps	orientalis:	One	was	seen	on	Flores.	
Little	(Eucalypyt)	Cuckoo-Dove	Macropygia	ruficeps	orientalis	(LS):	Seen	on	Sumba	and	at	Mt.	Mutis	on	Timor.	
Slaty	(Black)	Cuckoo-Dove	Turacoena	modesta	(LS):	Two	good	views	were	had	during	our	afternoon	on	Rote	island.	
Asian	Emerald	Dove	Chalcophaps	indica:	Seen	first	on	Sumba,	and	then	multiple	times	on	Flores.	
Pacific	Emerald	Dove	Chalcophaps	longirostris:	The	transition	from	Asian	to	Australasian	avifauna	can	be	seen	in	the	
distribution	of	emerald	doves;	this	was	seen	only	on	easterly	islands	of	Rote	and	Timor,	and	occurs	to	Australia.	
Zebra	Dove	Geopelia	striata	(EXT):	Only	seen	in	Bali	Barat	NP,	on	the	extension.	
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Barred	Dove	Geopelia	maugeus	(LS):	This	Lesser	Sundas	endemic	was	seen	on	Rote,	Timor	and	Komodo.	
Gray-cheeked	(Green)	Pigeon	Treron	griseicauda	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	at	Bali	Barat	NP	on	the	extension	only.	
Sumba	Green-Pigeon	Treron	teysmannii	(SE):	A	single	was	found	near	Lewa,	Sumba.		
Flores	Green-Pigeon	Treron	floris	(FE):	This	scarce	bird	was	seen	feeding	in	a	fruiting	tree	with	fruit-doves	at	Kisol.	
Black-backed	Fruit-Dove	Ptilinopus	cinctus	(LS):	Seen	on	several	occasions	on	Timor;	also	heard	on	Flores.	
Red-naped	Fruit-Dove	Ptilinopus	dohertyi	(SE):	This	stunning	island	endemic	was	seen	well	near	Lewa,	Sumba.	
Pink-headed	Fruit-Dove	Ptilinopus	porphyreus	(EXT)	IE:	This	sumptuous	bird	was	seen	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	
It	was	voted	as	one	of	the	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	EXTENSION.	
Rose-crowned	Fruit-Dove	Ptilinopus	regina	flavicollis:	This	Australasian	species	was	recorded	five	times	on	Timor.	
Black-naped	Fruit-Dove	Ptilinopus	melanospilus	melanauchen:	Seen	well	on	Sumba	and	Flores;	also	on	extension.	
Green	Imperial-Pigeon	Ducula	aenea:	Observed	on	Sumba,	Flores	and	Komodo	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Pink-headed	Imperial-Pigeon	Ducula	rosacea	(LS):	Frustrated	by	one	on	Sumba,	we	got	it	later	on	Timor.	
Dark-backed	Imperial-Pigeon	Ducula	lacernulata	sasakensis	(IE):	Seen	only	in	flight	on	Flores;	better	views	on	Java,	
on	the	extension.	
Timor	Imperial-Pigeon	Ducula	cineracea		(TE):	This	shy	species	was	seen	in	flight	by	half	the	group	on	Mt.	Mutis.	

CUCKOOS:	CUCULIDAE	

Greater	Coucal	Centropus	sinensis	(EXT)	H:	Heard	only,	in	Bali	on	the	extension.	
Lesser	Coucal	Centropus	bengalensis	javanensis:	Heard	on	Timor	and	seen	by	Sam	there	too.	
Chestnut-breasted	Malkoha	Phaenicophaeus	curvirostris	deningeri	(EXT):	Recorded	on	the	extension.	
Sunda	Cuckoo	Cuculus	lepidus:	Scoped	up	on	Mount	Mutis,	Timor	on	the	main	tour;	also	seen	on	the	extension.	
Little	(Gould’s)	Bronze-Cuckoo	Chrysococcyx	minutillus	jungei:	One	was	seen	at	Oelnasi,	Timor.	
Banded	Bay	Cuckoo	Cacomantis	sonneratii	musicus	(EXT):	Recorded	at	Bali	Barat	NP,	Bali.	
Plaintive	Cuckoo	Cacomantis	merulinus	lanceolatus	(EXT):	Seen	on	the	extension	at	Bali	Barat.	
(Sunda)	Brush	(Rusty-breasted)	Cuckoo	Cacomantis	variolosus	sepulcralis:	Recorded	on	Sumba	and	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	Rusty-breasted	Cuckoo	is	split	off	under	the	IOC	list,	but	currently	not	on	the	Cornell/Clements	one.	
Asian	Koel	Eudynamys	scolopaceus	malayanus:	One	was	seen	briefly	on	the	island	of	Komodo.	
Pacific	Koel	Eudynamys	orientalis	picatus	(H):	Heard	on	Sumba	and	Timor.	

FROGMOUTHS:	PODARGIDAE	

Javan	Frogmouth	Batrachostomus	javensis	(JE)	EXT:	One	was	seen	pre-dawn	at	Mt.	Ijen	(Java)	on	the	extension.	
One	of	the	clear	highlights	of	the	short	extension;	voted	into	the	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	EXTENSION.	

BARN-OWLS:	TYTONIDAE	

(Eastern)	Barn	Owl	Tyto	alba	(javanica):	The	endemic	sumbaensis	race	was	heard	on	Sumba,	and	one	seen	on	Timor.	

OWLS:	STRIGIDAE	

Flores	Scops-Owl	Otus	alfredi	(FE):	Seen	very	well	by	all	present,	on	two	occasions,	at	Golo	Lusang	on	Flores.	An	
absolute	shoe-in	for	the	BIRD-OF-THE-TOUR	vote,	being	easily	the	most	highly-ranked	bird	of	the	main	tour.	
Sunda	(Collared)	Scops-Owl	Otus	lempiji	lempiji	(EXT):	Seen	in	the	daytime	at	Bali	Barat	on	Bali	on	the	extension.	
Wallace's	Scops-Owl	Otus	silvicola	(LS):	This	notoriously	difficult	owl	was	seen	for	a	prolonged	period	at	Kisol	on	
Flores,	on	the	same	night	we	also	picked	up	Moluccan	Scops-Owl	too.	
Moluccan	Scops-Owl	Otus	magicus	albiventris:	Common	by	voice	at	Kisol	on	Flores,	where	two	were	seen	eventually.	
Javan	Owlet	Glaucidium	castanopterum	(IE)	EXT	(H):	Heard	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	Notoriously	difficult	to	see.	
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(Great)	Sumba	Boobook	Ninox	rudolfi	(SE):	This	hefty	owl	was	seen	close	to	Lewa	on	Sumba.	
(Timor)	Southern	Boobook	Ninox	novaeseelandiae	fusca	(TE):	Seen	very	well	near	Bipolo	on	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	This	is	split	from	the	very	different-sounding	Southern	Boobook	in	the	new	field	guide	to	the	country.	
(Rote)	Southern	Boobook	Ninox	novaeseelandiae	rotiensis	(RE):	One	showed	for	a	long	time	at	night	on	Rote.	
Taxonomy:	A	widely	touted	split	by	virtue	of	its	vocals	in	particular;	not	yet	split	on	the	Clements/Cornell	list.	
Least	(Little	Sumba)	Boobook	Ninox	sumbaensis	(SE):	One	lingered	in	the	scope	near	Lewa,	Sumba	one	night.	

TROGONS:	TROGONIDAE	

Orange-breasted	Trogon	Harpactes	oreskios	oreskios	(EXT)	H:		Heard	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	

NIGHTJARS	&	ALLIES:	CAPRIMULGIDAE	

(Timor)	Large-tailed	Nightjar	Caprimulgus	macrurus	nov.	(TE):	Seen	perched	at	Oelnasi,	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	Split	in	the	recent	field	guide	to	the	country	on	the	basis	of	voice	and	plumage	differences.	
Mees's	Nightjar Caprimulgus	meesi	(LS):	A	couple	were	seen	at	Lewa,	Sumba.	Another	was	heard	at	Kisol	(Flores).	
Savanna	Nightjar	Aerodramus	fuciphagus	dammermani:	Seen	briefly	by	a	few	people	on	Timor.	Also,	on	extension.	

SWIFTS:	APODIDAE	

Brown-backed	Needletail	Hirundapus	giganteus	(EXT):	Seen	on	the	extension	only.	
Cave	(Linchi)	Swiftlet	Collocalia	linchi:	Seen	at	Denpasar	airport	on	the	main	tour,	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Tenggara	Swiftlet	Collocalia	sumbawae	(LS):	This	recently	split	species	was	seen	on	both	Sumba	and	Flores.	
Taxonomy:	This	was	recently	widely	split	from	Glossy	Swiftlet.	
Drab	Swiftlet	Collocalia	neglecta	(LS):	Commonly	encountered	on	Timor.	
White-nest	(Edible-nest)	Swiftlet	Aerodramus	fuciphagus:	Encountered	regularly	on	Flores.	
Pacific	Swift	Apus	pacificus:	Seen	on	several	occasions	on	Timor.	
House	Swift	Apus	nipalensis	subfurcatus:	One	was	seen	at	Bipolo	on	Timor.	
Asian	Palm-Swift	Cypsiurus	balasiensis	(EXT):	Only	recorded	on	the	extension.	

HORNBILLS:	BUCEROTIDAE	

Oriental	(Sunda)	Pied-Hornbill	Anthracoceros	albirostris	(EXT):	Seen	on	one	day	on	the	extension	in	Java.	
Sumba	Hornbill	Rhyticeros	everetti	(SE):	This	handsome	bird	was	seen	twice	near	Lewa.	
Wreathed	Hornbill	Rhyticeros	undulates	(EXT):	Recorded	on	two	days	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java,	on	the	extension.	

KINGFISHERS:	ALDEDINIDAE	

Common	(Cobalt-eared)	Kingfisher	Alcedo	atthis	floresiana:	One	was	seen	in	flight	on	Timor.	
Blue-eared	Kingfisher	Alcedo	meninting	meninting	(EXT):	Seen	very	well	on	the	pre	tour	extension,	at	Bali	Barat.	
Small	Blue	(Cerulean)	Kingfisher	Alcedo	coerulescens	(EXT)	IE:	A	few	were	seen	at	Bali	Barat	on	the	extension.	
Rufous-backed	(Oriental	Dwarf)	Kingfisher	Ceyx	rufidorsa	(EXT):	Seen	at	Bali	Barat	on	the	extension.	
Stork-billed	Kingfisher	Pelargopsis	capensis:	One	was	heard	(and	seen	by	Sonia	only)	at	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores.	
Javan	Kingfisher	Halcyon	cyanoventris	(EXT)	IE:	This	iconic	bird	was	seen	on	Bali	on	the	extension.	
Sacred	Kingfisher	Todiramphus	sanctus:	Recorded	on	at	least	three	days	on	Timor.	Also	recorded	on	the	extension.	
Collared	Kingfisher	Todiramphus	chloris	chloris:	Seen	on	Timor,	Flores	and	Komodo;	also,	on	the	extension.	
Cinnamon-banded	Kingfisher	Todiramphus	Australasia	(LS):	Seen	well	on	Sumba	and	Timor.	
White-rumped	(Glittering)	Kingfisher	Caridonax	fulgidus	gracilirostris	(LS):	Seen	on	three	occasions	on	Flores.	
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BEE-EATERS:	MEROPIDAE	

Blue-tailed	Bee-eater	 	Merops	phillipinus:	Recorded	on	Sumba,	Timor	and	Flores.	
Rainbow	Bee-eater	Merops	ornatus:	Encountered	on	Sumba,	Rote,	Timor,	Flores	and	Komodo.	
Chestnut-headed	Bee-eater	Merops	leschenaulti	quinticolor	(EXT):	Seen	on	one	day	of	the	extension	to	Bali	and	Java.	

ASIAN	BARBETS:	MEGALAIMIDAE	

Coppersmith	Barbet	Psilopogon	haemacephalus	roseus	(EXT):	Recorded	on	one	day	of	the	extension	only.	
Little	(Blue-eared)	Barbet	Psilopogon	australis	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	on	the	first	three	days	of	extension.	
Lineated	Barbet	Psilopogon	lineatus	lineatus	(EXT):	Seen	at	Bali	Barat	on	Bali	on	the	extension.	
Black-banded	Barbet	Psilopogon	javensis	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	around	Alas	Purwo	in	Java.	
Flame-fronted	Barbet	Psilopogon	armillaris	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	on	Bali	only,	on	the	extension.	

WOODPECKERS:	PICIDAE	

Gray-and-buff	Woodpecker	Hemicircus	concretus	concretus	(EXT):		Seen	on	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	
Sunda	(Pygmy)	Woodpecker	Dendrocopos	moluccensis	grandis:	Several	sightings	on	Flores.	
Crimson-winged	Woodpecker	Picus	puniceus	(EXT):	Seen	once	at	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	
Laced	Woodpecker	Picus	vittatus	(EXT):	Recorded	at	Bali	Barat	NP	on	the	extension	only.	
Checker-throated	(Javan)	Woodpecker	(Yellownape)	Chrysophlegma	mentale	mentale	(JE)	EXT:	Recorded	on	Mt.	
Ijen	in	Java.	Taxonomy:	In	the	Eaton	field	guide	a	future	split	as	Javan	Yellownape	C.	mentale	suggested.	
Freckle-breasted	Woodpecker	Dendrocopos	analis	analis	(EXT):	Just	recorded	on	the	extension,	at	Bali	Barat.	

FALCONS	&	CARACARAS:	FALCONIDAE	

Spotted	(Indonesian)	Kestrel	Falco	moluccensis	microbalia	(IE):	Recorded	on	Sumba,	Timor	and	Flores.	

COCKATOOS:	CACATUIDAE	

Yellow-crested	Cockatoo	Cacatua	sulphurea	occidentalis	(IE):	Three	birds	were	seen	well	on	Komodo.	
Yellow-crested	(Orange-crested)	Cockatoo	Cacatua	sulphurea	citroenocristata	(SE):	A	flying	pair	seen	on	Sumba.	

PARROTS:	PSITTACIDAE	

Olive-shouldered	(Jonquil)	Parrot	Aprosmictus	jonquillaceus	jonquillaceus	(LS):	3	birds	were	perched	on	Rote.	
Red-cheeked	Parrot	Geoffroyus	geoffroyi	floresianus:	Seen	on	both	Sumba	and	Flores.	
Great-billed	Parrot	Tanygnathus	megalorynchos	sumbensis:	Three	were	seen	near	Lewa	on	Sumba.	
Iris	Lorikeet	Psitteuteles	iris	iris	(LS):	Sam,	Sonia	and	Keelin	only	managed	a	perched	view	on	Mt.	Mutis,	Timor.	
Rainbow	(Marigold)	Lorikeet	Trichoglossus	haematodus	capistriatus	(LS):	Seen	repeatedly	in	flight	at	Lewa,	Sumba.	
Rainbow	(Leaf)	Lorikeet	Trichoglossus	haematodus	weberi	(FE):	Low	flight	views	were	had	at	Golo	Lusang,	Flores.	
Olive-headed	Lorikeet	Trichoglossus	euteles	(LS):	Excellent	perched	views	were	obtained	on	Mt.	Mutis,	Timor.	
Yellow-throated	(Javan)	Hanging-Parrot	Loriculus	pusillus	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	perched	around	Alas	Purwo	on	Java.	
Wallace's	Hanging-Parrot	Loriculus	flosculus	(FE):	This	tiny	parrot	was	seen	foraging	in	blooming	trees	on	Flores.	
A	very	popular	species,	being	voted	in	the	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR.	
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PITTAS:	PITTIDAE	

Javan	Banded-Pitta	Hydrornis	guajanus	(EXT)	IE:	A	tame	bird	was	seen	at	Bali	Barat,	Bali	on	the	extension.	
This	was	unsurprisingly	one	of	the	most	popular	species	on	the	pre	tour	extension	to	Bali	and	Java.	
Elegant	Pitta	Pitta	elegans	maria	(S)/concinna	(F)	IE:	This	noisy	bird	was	seen	just	briefly	by	a	few	people	on	Sumba,	
but	then	very	well	later	at	Kisol	on	Flores.	Regularly	heard	on	both	Sumba	and	Flores,	where	the	bird	is	locally	abundant.	

ASIAN	AND	GRAUER'S	BROADBILLS:	EURYLAIMIDAE	

(Javan)	Banded	Broadbill	Eurylaimus	javanicus	javanicus	(EXT)	JE:	This	pale-eyed	form	was	seen	at	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	

HONEYEATERS:	MELIPHAGIDAE	

Streak-breasted	Honeyeater	(Timor	Meliphaga)	Meliphaga	reticulata	(TE):	Seen	on	multiple	occasions	on	Timor.	
Sumba	Myzomela	Myzomela	dammermani	(SE):	Two,	including	a	scarlet-headed	male	were	seen	on	the	island.	
Rote	Myzomela	Myzomela	irianawidodoae	(RE):	A	handful	of	males	were	seen	on	our	single	morning	on	Rote.	
Taxonomy:	This	was	only	formally	recognized	as	a	distinct	species	in	the	August	2018	update	to	the	Clements/Cornell	list.	
Black-breasted	(Timor)	Myzomela	Myzomela	vulnerate	(TE):	A	handsome	honeyeater,	seen	regularly	on	Timor.	
Sunda	(Scaly-crowned)	Honeyeater	Lichmera	lombokia	(LS):	Seen	regularly	on	Flores.	
Indonesian	Honeyeater	Lichmera	limbate	(IE):	Recorded	regularly	on	Sumba,	Rote	and	Timor.	
Yellow-eared	Honeyeater	Lichmera	flavicans	(TE):	This	highland	specialty	was	seen	up	on	Mt.	Mutis,	Timor.	
Timor	Friarbird	Philemon	inornatus	(TE):	A	calling	bird	was	located	by	the	mangroves	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Helmeted	(Tenggara)	Friarbird	Philemon	b.	buceroides	(T),	neglectus	(FS):	Seen	on	Sumba,	Timor,	Flores	and	
Komodo.	Taxonomy:	Splitting	of	the	regional	subspecies	into	an	endemic	species,	Tenggara	Friarbird	has	been	suggested.	

THORNBILLS	&	ALLIES:	ACANTHIZIDAE	

Golden-bellied	(Sunda)	Gerygone	Gerygone	sulphurea	sulphurea:	Seen	on	Flores	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Plain	(Timor)	Gerygone	Gerygone	inornata	(LS):	A	common	regional	endemic,	seen	regularly	on	Timor	and	Rote.		

VANGAS,	HELMETSHRIKES,	AND	ALLIES:	VANGIDAE	

Black-winged	Flycatcher-shrike	Hemipus	hirundinaceus	(EXT):	Recorded	multiple	times	on	the	extension.	

IORAS:	AEGITHINIDAE	

Common	Iora	Aegithina	tiphia	scapularis	(EXT):	Seen	a	few	times	on	the	pre	tour	extension	to	Bali	and	Java.	

WOODSWALLOWS:	ARTAMIDAE	

White-breasted	Woodswallow	Artamus	leucoryn	albiventer:	Seen	just	the	once	on	Timor.	

CUCKOOSHRIKES:	CAMPEPHAGIDAE	

Sunda	Minivet	Pericrocotus	miniatus	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	twice	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	
Flores	(Little)	Minivet	Pericrocotus	lansbergei	(LS):	Seen	at	least	five	times	on	Flores,	at	multiple	sites.	 	
Scarlet	(Javan)	Minivet	Pericrocotus	speciosus	siebersi	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	once	on	Bali.		
Taxonomy:	Eaton	suggests	possible	multiple	splits	from	Scarlet,	one	being	this	form	endemic	to	Java,	Bali	and	Lombok.	
Sunda	Cuckooshrike	Coracina	larvata	larvata	(EXT)	IE:	Noted	in	the	mountains	of	Java.	
Javan	Cuckooshrike	Coracina	javensis	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	on	the	extension	at	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Lesser Sundas (including Bali and Eastern Java extension): Sept. 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

46 

Wallacean	Cuckooshrike	Coracina	personata	sumbensis	(IE):	Seen	on	just	one	island,	Sumba,	where	a	pair	was	seen.	 	
White-shouldered	(Lesueur's)	Triller	Lalage	sueurii	(IE):	Recorded	on	five	islands	on	main	tour	and	on	extension.	
Pale-shouldered	Cicadabird	Edolisoma	dohertyi	(LS):	Good	views	were	had	on	Sumba	and	Flores.	

WHISTLERS	&	ALLIES:	PACHYCEPHALIDAE	

Bare-throated	Whistler	Pachycephala	nudigula	(LS):	Good	views	of	an	immature	male	and	full	adult	male	were	had	
on	Flores.	The	raucous	chorus	of	this	bird	was	undoubtedly	one	of	the	tour	highlights.	
This	species	was	voted	in	the	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR.	
Fawn-breasted	Whistler	Pachycephala	Orpheus	(LS):	A	handful	seen	on	Timor,	where	they	were	common	by	voice.	
Rusty-breasted	(Tenggara)	Whistler	Pachycephala	f.	fulvotincta	(F)/fulviventris	(S)	IE:	Seen	on	Sumba	and	Flores,	
and	also	on	the	extension	in	Bali	and	Java.	Taxonomy:	This	species	is	classified	within	larger	Tenggara	Whistler	in	the	
current	field	guide,	although	suggest	more	detailed	splitting	in	the	future,	with	these	forms	perhaps	warranting	further	
splitting	as	Sumba	Whistler,	P.	fulviventris,	and	Bima	Whistler	P.	fulvotincta.	
Yellow-throated	(Timor/Tenggara)	Whistler Pachycephala	macrorhyncha	calliope	(IE):	Seen	on	multiple	times	on	
Timor.	Taxonomy:	In	the	current	field	guide	classified	under	Tenggara	Whistler,	but	they	suggest	may	be	treated	as	a	
monotypic	species	in	the	future,	Timor	Whistler,	P.	calliope.	
Mangrove	Whistler	Pachycephala	cinereal	(EXT):	Recorded	twice	on	the	extension,	at	Bali	Barat	NP.	

SHRIKES:	LANIIDAE	

(Sunda)	Long-tailed	Shrike	Lanius	schach	bentet	(EXT):	Several	sightings	on	the	extension	to	Bali	and	Java.		

VIREOS,	SHRIKE-BABBLERS,	AND	ERPORNIS:	VIREONIDAE	

Pied	Shrike-Babbler	(Shrike-Vireo)	Pteruthius	flaviscapis	(EXT)	JE:	Seen	on	Mt.	Ijen	on	the	extension.	
Trilling	Shrike-Babbler	(Shrike-Vireo)	Pteruthius	aenobarbus	(EXT)	JE:	Another	Javan	endemic	seen	on	extension.	

OLD	WORLD	ORIOLES:	ORIOLIDAE	

Timor	Oriole	Oriolus	melanotis	(LS):	Three	birds	were	seen	while	we	were	on	Rote.	Also	heard	on	Timor.	
Black-naped	(Tenggara	Golden)	Oriole	Oriolus	chinensis	broderipi	(LS):	Observed	on	Sumba	only.	
Taxonomy:	The	field	guide	suggests	a	possible	split	of	this	form	as	Tenggara	Golden	Oriole,	O	broderipi,	a	regional	endemic.	
(Timor)	Green	Figbird	Sphecotheres	viridis	(LS):	A	few	were	seen	on	Rote	and	Timor,	including	one	male.	

DRONGOS:	DICRURIDAE	

Black	Drongo	Dicrurus	macrocercus	javanus	(EXT):	Observed	on	one	day	of	the	extension	in	Java.	
Ashy	(Sooty)	Drongo	Dicrurus	leucophaeus	leucophaeus	(EXT):	Recorded	once	on	the	extension.	
Wallacean	(Sumba	Spangled)	Drongo	Dicrurus	densus	sumbae	(SE):	Three	birds	were	seen	on	Sumba.	
Taxonomy:	Clements	currently	lumps	all	three	drongos	here	under	Wallacean	Drongo,	an	endemic	to	the	region,	while	
Eaton	et	al	in	the	new	field	guide	propose	splitting	of	them	at	the	island	level.	
Wallacean	(Flores	Spangled)	Drongo	Dicrurus	densus	bimaensis	(FE):	Common	and	conspicuous	on	Flores.	
Wallacean	(Timor	Spangled)	Drongo	Dicrurus	densus	densus	(TE):	Two	birds	were	seen	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Greater	Racket-tailed	Drongo	Dicrurus	paradiseus	formosus	(EXT):	Recorded	once	on	the	extension.	
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FANTAILS:	RHIPIDURIDAE	

Northern	(Rote)	Fantail	Rhipidura	rufiventris	tenkatei	(RE):	Conspicuous	on	Rote,	where	striking	plumage	
differences	from	Timor	“version”	very	obvious!	
Northern	(Timor)	Fantail	Rhipidura	rufiventris	rufiventris	(LS):	Encountered	often	on	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	The	current	field	guide	splits	the	morphologically	and	vocally	distinct	local	forms	of	Northern	Fantail	(“Timor	
Fantail”,	“Rote	Fantail”;	this	seems	to	be	a	case	of	taxonomy	lagging	behind,	and	will	likely	be	adopted	by	all	in	time.	
Brown-capped	(Trumpeting)	Fantail	Rhipidura	diluta	(LS):	A	handful	of	these	birds	were	seen	on	Flores.		
Malaysian	(Sunda)	Pied-Fantail	Rhipidura	javanica	javanica	(EXT):	Seen	on	one	of	the	days	on	the	extension.	
White-bellied	Fantail	Rhipidura	euryura	(EXT)	JE:	Recorded	on	two	days	in	the	mountains	of	eastern	Java.	
Arafura	(Supertramp)	Fantail	Rhipidura	dryas	semicolaris	(FT),	sumbensis	(S):	Seen	on	Sumba,	Timor,	and	Flores.	

MONARCH	FLYCATCHERS:	MONARCHIDAE	

Black-naped	Monarch	Hypothymis	azurea	symmixta:	Several	were	found	in	Flores.	Also	seen	on	the	extension.	
Blyth's	(Nusa	Tenggara)	Paradise-Flycatcher	Terpsiphone	affinis	floris	(F),	sumbaensis	(S)	LS:	Noted	on	Sumba	
and	Flores.	Taxonomy:	These	forms	are	split	off	in	the	field	guide	as	a	regionally	endemic	species,	Nusa	Teggara	PF.	
Blyth’s	Paradise-Flycatcher	Terpsiphone	affinis	affinis	(EXT):	Seen	in	Java	on	the	extension.		
Taxonomy:	possibly	a	separate	species	from	the	above	form,	according	to	the	field	guide	to	the	region.	
Flores	Monarch	Symposiachrus	sacerdotum	(FE):	Around	six	birds	were	seen	Puarlolo,	Flores.	
This	is	an	extremely	local	species,	confined	to	the	southwest	of	the	island	only.	
Spectacled	(Wallacean)	Monarch	Symposiachrus	trivirgatus	trivirgatus	(IE):	Two	pairs	were	seen	at	Oelnasi,	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	Eaton	et	al	split	off	Wallacean	Monarch,	an	Indonesia	endemic,	and	suggest	yet	further	splitting	may	occur.	
Broad-billed	Flycatcher	Myiagra	ruficollis	ruficollis:		Observed	on	three	islands,	Sumba,	Timor	and	Rote.	

CROWS,	JAYS	&	MAGPIES:	CORVIDAE	

Racket-tailed	Treepie	Crypsirina	temia	(EXT):	Seen	from	a	blind	in	Bali	Barat.	
Slender-billed	(Sunda)	Crow	Corvus	enca	enca	(EXT):	Noted	a	couple	of	times	on	the	extension.	
Flores	Crow	Corvus	florensis	(FE):	This	bizarre	sounding	bird	was	seen	on	several	occasions	at	Kisol,	Flores.	
Large-billed	(Southern	Jungle)	Crow	Corvus	macrorhynchos	macrorhynchos:		Seen	regularly	on	Sumba,	Timor,	
Flores	and	Komodo.	

SWALLOWS:	HIRUNDINIDAE	

Barn	Swallow	Hirundo	rustica:	A	small	group	were	seen	by	some	at	Labuan	Bajo,	Flores.	
Pacific	(House)	Swallow	Hirundo	tahitica	javanica:	Recorded	regularly	throughout	the	tour.	
Striated	(Red-rumped/Daurian)	Swallow	Cecropis	(daurica)	striolata:	Noted	on	Sumba,	Timor,	Flores,	and	Java.	
Tree	Martin	Petrochelidon	nigricans	timorensis:	Seen	a	few	times	on	Rote	and	Timor.	

FAIRY-FLYCATCHERS:	STENOSTIRIDAE	

Gray-headed	Canary-Flycatcher	Culicicapa	ceylonensis	connectens:	A	handful	of	birds	were	seen	in	Lewa,	Sumba.	

TITS	AND	CHICKADEES:	PARIDAE	

Cinereous	(Great)	Tit	Parus	cinereus	cinereus:	Found	on	Sumba	and	Flores.	
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NUTHATCHES:	SITTIDAE	

Blue	Nuthatch	Sitta	azurea	(EXT):	This	cracking	bird	was	seen	on	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java,	a	major	highlight	of	the	extension,	
being	voted	as	one	of	the	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	EXTENSION.	

BULBULS:	PYCNONOTIDAE	

Black-headed	Bulbul	Brachypodius	atriceps		(EXT):	Recorded	at	Alas	Purwo	in	Java.	
Ruby-throated	Bulbul	Rubigula	dispar	(EXT)	IE:	This	handsome	bulbul	was	seen	in	the	Alas	Purwo	area	on	Java.	
Sooty-headed	Bulbul	Pycnonotus	aurigaster:	Recorded	daily	on	Timor,	where	introduced.	
Orange-spotted	Bulbul	Pycnonotus	bimaculatus	tenggerensis		(EXT)	IE:	Seen	in	the	mountains	on	Java.	
Taxonomy:	This	has	been	split	off	from	the	Aceh	form	in	Sumatra	within	the	current	field	guide.	
(Sunda)	Yellow-vented	Bulbul	Pycnonotus	goiavier	analis	(EXT):	Recorded	on	the	first	two	days	of	the	extension.	
Cream-vented	Bulbul	Pycnonotus	simplex	prillwitzi	(EXT):	Seen	in	Java	on	the	extension.	
Gray-cheeked	(Melodious)	Bulbul	Alophoixus	bres	bres	(EXT)	JE:		Seen	in	Bali	on	the	extension.	
Taxonomy:	Eaton	et	all	split	off	this	form	as	a	Javan	endemic	species,	Melodious	Bulbul,	P.	bres.	
Sunda	(Javan)	Bulbul	Ixos	virescens	virescens	(EXT)	JE:	Seen	in	the	mountains	on	Java.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	with	the	Sumatran	form	in	Clements	and	IOC,	but	split	as	Javan	in	the	current	field	guide.	

CUPWINGS:	PNOEPYGIDAE	

Pygmy	Cupwing	Pnoepyga	pusilla	everetti	(F)/timorensis	(T):	Incredible	looks	amongst	the	boulder	forests	on	
Timor;	another	more	skittish	individual	was	seen	by	some	on	Flores.	Also	recorded	on	the	extension	on	Java.	

BUSH-WARBLER	&	ALLIES:	CETTIIDAE	

Timor	Stubtail	Urosphena	subulate	(LS):	One	gave	some	superb	views	on	the	island	of	Rote.	
This	was	a	very	popular	species,	being	voted	into	the	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR.	
Russet-capped	Tesia	Tesia	everetti	everetti	(LS):	Showed	well	on	one	occasion	on	Flores,	where	commonly	heard.	
Mountain	Tailorbird	(Leaftoiler)	Phyllergates	cucullatus	everetti:	Approached	closely	on	Flores.	
Sunda	(Aberrant)	Bush-Warbler	Horornis	flavolivaceous	everetti:	Heard	and	seen	by	Sam	on	Mount	Mutis,	Timor;	
also	seen	on	the	extension	in	Java.	

LEAF	WARBLERS:	PHYLLOSCOPIDAE	

Timor	Leaf	Warbler	Phylloscopus	presbytes	presbytes	(TE):	Seen	regularly	on	Mount	Mutis,	Timor.	
Flores	Leaf	Warbler	Phylloscopus	presbytes	floresianus	(FE):	A	scattering	of	sightings	on	Flores.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	classified	under	Timor	Leaf	Warbler	on	the	Clements/Cornell	list.	
Rote	Leaf	Warbler	Phylloscopus	sp.	(RE):	This	large-billed	form	was	seen	two	to	three	times	on	Rote.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	classified	under	Timor	Leaf	Warbler	on	the	Clements/Cornell	list.	Form	is	yet	to	be	described.	
Yellow-breasted	(Sunda)	Warbler	Seicercus	montis	floris:	A	few	were	seen	on	Flores.	
Taxonomy:	Yellow-breasted	Warbler	has	been	lumped	with	Sunda	Warbler	(that	is	white-breasted)	in	the	field	guide.	
Sunda	(Javan)	Warbler	Phylloscopus	grammiceps	grammiceps	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	
Mountain	Leaf	Warbler	Phylloscopus	trivirgatus	trivirgatus	(EXT):	Recorded	multiple	times	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	

REED-WARBLERS	&	ALLIES:	ACROCEPHALIDAE	

Australian	Reed-Warbler	Acrocephalus	australis	sumbae:		Seen	a	few	times	in	reeds	by	paddyfields	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
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GRASSBIRDS	&	ALLIES:	LOCUSTELLIDAE	

Tawny	Grassbird	Megalurus	tinquiendus	inquirendus	(H):	Heard	a	few	times	on	Sumba	only.	
Striated	Grassbird	Megalurus	palustris	palustris	(EXT)	H:	Heard	only,	in	Java.	
Buff-banded	Bushbird	(Timor	Thicketbird)	Buettikoferella	bivittate	(TE):	Showed	very	well	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Javan	Bush-Warbler	(Sunda	Grasshopper)	Locustella	montis	montis	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	

CISTICOLAS	&	ALLIES:	CISTICOLIDAE	

(Double)	Zitting	Cisticola	Cisticola	juncidis	fuscicapilla:	2	were	seen	on	Sumba.	
Taxonomy:	Eaton	at	al	suggest	splitting	of	this	species	into	three,	with	Australian,	and	Southern	and	eastern	Asian	ones	
being	listed	as	Double	Zitting	Cisticola,	C.	tinnabulans.	
Golden-headed	Cisticola	Cisticola	exilis	lineocapilla:	Two	were	seen	in	the	paddies	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
Olive-backed	(Javan)	Tailorbird	Orthotomus	sepium	(IE):	One	was	seen	by	Sonia	on	Sumba;	also	seen	on	Java.	
Bar-winged	Prinia	Prinia	familiaris	familiaris	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	at	Bali	Barat,	on	the	extension.	

WHITE-EYES,	YUHINAS	&	ALLIES:	ZOSTEROPIDAE	

Javan	(Heleia)	Gray-throated	White-eye	Lophozosterops	javanicus	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	on	the	island	of	Bali.	
White-browed	White-eye	(Eyebrowed	Heleia)	Lophozosterops	superciliaris	(LS):	Three	observations	on	Flores.	
Dark-crowned	White-eye	(Crested	Heleia)	Lophozosterops	dohertyi	(LS):	Seen	twice	near	Danau	Rana	Mese,	Flores.	
Flores	White-eye	(Thick-billed	Heleia)	Heleia	crassirostris	(LS):	Three	sightings	on	Flores,	including	at	Kisol.	
Timor	(Spot-breasted)	White-eye	(Heleia)	Heleia	muelleri	(TE):	Some	good	looks	at	Oelnasi.	
Oriental	(Sunda)	White-eye	Zosterops	palpebrosus	unicus:	Several	sightings	of	this	yellow-bellied	form	on	Flores.	
Another	race,	melanurus,	was	seen	on	the	extension.	
Mountain	White-eye	Zosterops	montanus	montanus:	Seen	on	both	Timor	and	Flores.	Same	race	seen	on	Java	too.	
Lemon-bellied	White-eye	Zosterops	chloris	intermedius	(IE):	Seen	first	at	Labuan	Bajo	(Flores),	and	also	on	Komodo.	
Ashy-bellied	White-eye	Zosterops	citronella	citronella	(IE):	Seen	multiple	times	on	both	Sumba	and	Timor.	
Yellow-spectacled	White-eye	(Wallace's	Heleia)	Zosterops	(Heleia)	wallacei	(LS):	Observed	on	Sumba	and	Flores.	

TREE-BABBLERS,	SCIMITAR-BABBLERS,	AND	ALLIES:	TIMALIIDAE	

Chestnut-backed	(Javan)	Scimitar-Babbler	Pomatorhinus	montanus	(EXT)	JE:	Seen	at	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	
Taxonomy:	This	form	has	been	split	off	as	a	Javan	endemic,	Javan	Scimitar-Babbler	P.	montanus	by	Eaton	et	al.	
White-bibbed	Babbler	Stachyris	thoracica	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	by	some	on	Java.	
Gray-cheeked	Tit-Babbler	(Javan)	Mixornis	flavicollis	flavicollis	(EXT)	JE:	Found	at	Alas	Purwo	NP,	Java.	
Crescent-chested	Babbler	Cyanoderma	melanothorax	(EXT)	IE:	Observed	at	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	

GROUND	BABBLERS	AND	ALLIES:	PELLORNEIDAE	

Horsfield’s	(Wren)	Babbler	Turdinus	sepiarius	sepiarius	(EXT):	One	was	seen	in	Bali	Barat	NP.	
Large	Wren-Babbler	Turdinus	macrodactylus	lepidopleurus	(EXT):	Seen	at	Mt.	Ijen	in	Java.	

OLD	WORLD	FLYCATCHERS:	MUSCICAPIDAE	

Sumba	Brown	Flycatcher	Muscicapa	segregate	(SE):	Recorded	three	times	around	Lewa	(Sumba).	
Timor	Blue-(Warbling)	Flycatcher	Cyornis	hyacinthinus	hyacinthinus	(LS):	Observed	at	least	four	times	on	Timor.	
Hill	Blue	(Javan	Jungle)	Flycatcher	Cyornis	banyumas	(EXT)	JE:	Recorded	on	one	day	in	Java.	
Taxonomy:	This	has	recently	been	split	off	as	a	Javan	endemic	(“Javan	Jungle-Flycatcher”)	in	the	recent	field	by	Eaton	et	al.	
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Fulvous-chested	Jungle-Flycatcher	Cyornis	olivaceus	(EXT):	Observed	in	Bali	Barat	NP,	Bali.	
Flores	Jungle-(Warbling)	Flycatcher	Cyornis	oscillans	oscillans	(LS):	Encountered	3-4	times	on	Flores.	
(Sumba)	Flores	Jungle-(Warbling)	Flycatcher	Cyornis	oscillans	stressemanni	(SE):	At	least	3	were	seen	at	Lewa.	
Indigo	(Warbling-)	Flycatcher	Eumyias	indigo	indigo	(EXT):	Seen	on	two	days	on	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	
Lesser	Shortwing	Brachypteryx	leucophris	leucophris	(EXT)	H:	Heard	on	the	extension.		
White-browed	(Flores)	Shortwing	Brachypteryx	montana	floris	(FE):	Exceptional	views	of	a	male	at	Golo	Lusang.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	grouped	under	White-browed	Shortwing	on	the	Clements/Cornell	list,	in	spite	of	very	different	
appearance	and	vocals.	Therefore,	split	in	the	recent	field	guide	by	Eaton	et	al.	
Javan	Whistling-Thrush	Myophonus	glaucinus	(EXT)	IE:	The	final	extension	addition	at	Bedugal	Botanical	Gardens.	
Snowy-browed	Flycatcher	Ficedula	hyperythra	vulcani	clarae:	Several	were	seen	on	Timor;	also	recorded	on	Java.	
Little	Pied	Flycatcher	 	Ficedula	westermanni:	A	few	were	seen	on	Timor	and	Flores;	also	recorded	on	Java.	 	 	
Rufous-chested	Flycatcher	Ficedula	dumetoria	dumetoria:	A	male	gave	great	views	at	Puarlolo,	Flores.	 	
Sumba	Flycatcher	Ficedula	harterti	(SE):	Carol	and	Ian	located	a	confiding	bird	near	Lewa,	Sumba.	
Black-banded	Flycatcher	Ficedula	timorensis	(TE):	This	striking	endemic	was	seen	twice;	Ian	first	found	one	at	
Oelnasi,	and	then	we	caught	up	with	another	male	at	another	site	in	that	area	later.	
Pied	Bushchat	Saxicola	caprata	fruiticola	(F)/phyrronotus	(T)/	francki	(S):	Conspicuous	at	many	sites;	seen	on	
Sumba,	Timor,	Rote	and	Flores.	
Timor	(White-bellied)	Bushchat	Saxicola	gutturalis	(LS):	Readily	found	on	Rote,	and	a	couple	on	Timor	too.	

THRUSHES	&	ALLIES:	TURDIDAE	

Scaly	(Horsfield’s)	Thrush	Zoothera	dauma	horsfieldi	(EXT):	Seen	from	a	blind	at	Mt.	Ijen	on	Java.	
Taxonomy:	This	form	has	been	split	from	Scaly	Thrush	in	the	Eaton	et	al	field	guide.	
Chestnut-capped	Thrush	Geokichla	interpres:	Seen	at	Kisol,	but	then	better	views	came	of	a	pair	at	Puarlolo,	(both	on	
Flores).	The	latter	sighting	involved	a	pair	feeding	on	fruiting	figs,	about	8ft	off	the	ground.	
Chestnut-backed	Thrush	Geokichla	dohertyi	(LS):	Less	conspicuous	than	expected,	seen	three	times;	once	on	Sumba	
(a	pair	in	a	fruiting	tree	at	length),	on	Timor	once	by	Sam,	and	then	twice	briefly	on	Flores.			
Orange-banded	Thrush	Geokichla	peronii	(LS):	Good	views	were	obtained	on	Rote;	then	another	was	found	on	Timor,	
and	another	individual	seen	in	Flores	was	presumably	an	escape,	being	outside	of	its	traditional	range.	 	
Island	Thrush	Turdus	poliocephalus	schlegelli:	Fairly	regularly	encountered	in	Mount	Mutis,	Timor.	 	 	

STARLINGS:	STURNIDAE	

Asian	Glossy	Starling	Aplonis	panayensis	(EXT):	Recorded	on	two	days	of	the	extension	only.	
Short-tailed	Starling	Aplonis	minor:	Noted	on	Sumba,	Timor	and	Flores.	
Bali	Myna	(Starling)	Leucopsar	rothschildi	(BE):	Seen	at	its	last	stronghold,	Bali	Barat	NP.	
Black-winged	(Gray-rumped)	Starling	(Myna)	Acridotheres	melanopterus	tertius	(EXT)	IE:	Also	seen	at	Bali	Barat.	
Javan	Myna	Acridotheres	javanicus	(IE):	Observed	on	Sumba	and	Timor;	also	seen	in	its	native	home	on	Java	and	Bali.	

LEAFBIRDS:	CHLOROPSEIDAE	

Blue-winged	(Javan)	Leafbird	Chloropsis	cochinchinensis	cochinchinensis	(EXT)	JE:	Seen	once	at	Mt.	Ijen,	Java.	
Taxonomy:	This	form	is	split	off	as	a	Javan	endemic	in	Eaton	et	al.’s	field	guide.	

FLOWERPECKERS:	DICAEIDAE	

Golden-rumped	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	annae	(LS):	Regularly	encountered	on	Flores.	
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Thick-billed	(Tenggara)	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	agile	obsoleta	(T)/tinctum	(FS)	LS:	Seen	on	three	islands;	Sumba,	
Timor	and	Flores.	Taxonomy:	Eaton	et	all	split	this	form	as	a	Lesser	Sundas	endemic	in	the	recent	field	guide.	
Black-fronted	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	igniferum	(LS):	This	gorgeous	flowerpecker	was	seen	regularly	on	Flores.		
Red-chested	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	maugei	maugei	(LS):	Seen	at	two	different	sites	on	western	Timor.	
Blood-breasted	(Javan)	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	sanguinolentum	sanguinolentum	(EXT)	IE:	Seen	once	on	Java.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	under	different	Blood-breasted	in	Clements	and	IOC,	but	split	in	the	field	guide.	
Blood-breasted	(Flores)	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	sanguinolentum	rhodopygiale	(FE):	Seen	twice	at	Golo	Lusang,	
Flores.	Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	under	very	different	Blood-breasted	in	Clements	and	IOC,	but	split	in	the	field	guide.	
Blood-breasted	(Sumba)	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	sanguinolentum	wilhelminae	(SE):	Six	birds	were	seen	on	Sumba.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	under	very	different	Blood-breasted	in	Clements	and	IOC,	but	split	in	the	field	guide.	
Blood-breasted	(Timor)	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	sanguinolentum	hanieli	(TE):	Seen	by	Sam	and	Sonia	on	Timor.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	under	very	different	Blood-breasted	in	Clements	and	IOC,	but	split	in	the	field	guide.	
Scarlet-headed	Flowerpecker	Dicaeum	trochileum	trochileum	(EXT)	IE:	This	gorgeous	bird	was	seen	at	Bali	Barat.	

SUNBIRDS	&	SPIDERHUNTERS:	NECTARINIIDAE	

Plain-throated	(Brown-throated)	Sunbird	Anthreptes	malacensis	convergens	(F)/rubrigena	(S):	Observed	on	
Sumba	and	Flores,	and	also	on	the	extension.	
Olive-backed	(Ornate)	Sunbird	Cinnyris	jugularis	ornatus:	Recorded	multiple	times	on	Flores,	and	on	the	extension.	
Taxonomy:	Eaton	splits	this	wide	ranging	form	as	Ornate	Sunbird	in	the	field	guide,	which	occurs	west	to	Malaysia.	
Apricot-breasted	Sunbird	Cinnyris	buettikoferi	(SE):	Regularly	encountered	on	Sumba.		
Flame-breasted	Sunbird	Cinnyris	solaris	(LS):	Found	multiple	times	on	Timor	and	Flores.	
White-flanked	Sunbird	Aethopyga	eximia	(EXT)	JE:	Seen	several	times	on	Mount	Ijen	(Java),	on	the	extension.	
Streaky-breasted	(Javan)	Spiderhunter	Arachnothera	affinis	(EXT)	IE:	Recorded	once	in	Java.	(Also	occurs	in	Bali).	

WAGTAILS	AND	PIPITS:	MOTACILLIDAE	

Eastern	Yellow	Wagtail	Motacilla	tschutschensis	(H):	Heard	on	Timor.	
Paddyfield	Pipit	Anthus	rufulus:	Encountered	regularly	on	Timor,	with	a	few	other	sightings	on	Sumba	and	Flores.	

OLD	WORLD	SPARROWS:	PASSERIDAE	

Eurasian	Tree	Sparrow	Passer	montanus:	Recorded	almost	daily	on	the	main	tour,	and	also	on	the	extension.	

WEAVERS:	PLOCEIDAE	

Streaked	Weaver	Ploceus	manyar	manyar	(EXT):	Seen	on	one	day	of	the	extension.	

WAXBILLS	&	ALLIES:	ESTRILDIDAE	

Red	Avadavat	Amandava	amandava	flavidiventris:	A	few	were	seen	in	flight	at	the	Timor	Sparrow	roost	site	on	Timor.	
(Sunda)	Zebra	Finch	Taeniopygia	guttata	guttata	(LS):	Seen	well	on	Sumba,	Timor	and	Rote.	
Taxonomy:	Currently	lumped	with	Australian	forms	on	the	IOC	and	Clements	lists,	but	split	from	them	in	the	field	guide.	
Tricolored	Parrotfinch	Erythrura	tricolor	(LS):	Showed	very	well	on	Rote;	another	few	were	seen	briefly	on	Timor.	
Mt	Mutis	Parrotfinch	Erythrura	sp.	(TE):	This	recently	discovered	species	was	seen	by	only	Martin	and	Sonia.	
Taxonomy:	Although	discovered	in	2012,	this	distinctive	bird	is	yet	to	be	formally	described.	
Javan	Munia	Lonchura	leucogastroides	(IE):	A	large	flock	seen	on	Sumba	(introduced);	also	seen	in	Java.	
Black-faced	Munia	Lonchura	molucca	propinqua:	Seen	on	three	occasions	on	Timor.	
Scaly-breasted	Munia	Lonchura	punctulatablasii	(FT):	Good	numbers	seen	on	Timor;	also	seen	on	the	extension.	
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Five-colored	Munia	Lonchura	quinticolor	(LS):	Double	figures	seen	on	both	visits	to	the	paddies	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	
White-headed	Munia	Lonchura	maja	maja		(EXT):	Recorded	on	Bali,	on	the	extension.	
Pale-headed	Munia	Lonchura	pallida	(IE):	At	least	fifteen	birds	were	seen	with	Javan	Munias	on	Sumba.	
Timor	Sparrow	Lonchura	fuscata	(LS):	At	least	12	birds	were	seen	perched	at	a	pre-roost	site	at	Bipolo,	Timor.	

MAMMALS	

Flying	Fox	sp.	Pteropus	sp.:	A	number	of	these	were	seen	at	various	locations,	but	never	seen	well	enough	to	ID.	
Black	Giant	Squirrel	Ratufa	bicolor:	Observed	on	the	extension	only.	
Plantain	Squirrel		Callosciurus	notatus:	Seen	a	couple	of	times	on	Java.	
Javan	Langur	(Ebony	Leaf	Monkey)	Trachypithecus	auratus:	Seen	on	three	days	of	the	extension	in	Java.	
Long-tailed	Macaque	(Crab-eating	M)	Macaca	fascicularis:	Noted	regularly	on	both	the	main	tour	and	extension.	
Eurasian	Wild	Boar	(Wild	B,	Indian	W	B)	Sus	scrofa:	Observed	on	the	extension	and	the	main	tour.	
Timor	Deer	(Rusa	D)	Cervus	timorensis	floresiensis:	Seen	on	Java	on	the	extension,	and	on	Komodo	on	the	main	tour.	
Banteng	Bos	javanicus:	A	great	mammal	for	the	extension,	while	looking	for	Green	Peafowl.	
 
OTHER	WILDLIFE	

Komodo	Dragon	Varanus	komodoensis:	Four	animals	were	seen	during	our	morning	on	Komodo.	
Tockay	Gecko	Gekko	gecko:	Heard	everywhere	and	seen	within	the	seminary	at	Kisol	on	Flores.	
Common	House	Gecko	Hemidactylus	frenatus:	Seen	at	many	sites	we	stayed	in!	
Boschma’s	Gliding-lizard	Draco	boschmain:	Seen	on	several	occasions	on	the	island	of	Sumba.	

	

 

 
 
 
 
	


