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This year we started our Photo Tour with a pre-tour 
extension to Kirindy. Our flight departed from 
Antananarivo to Morondava, a city that is located on the 
west coast of the Island, in front of the Mozambique 
Channel. Here we spent one night since one of the main 
attractions of this part of the island are the famous 
Baobab trees. Baobab in Malagasy is Reniala, which 
means Rani = Mother and Ala = Nature, the species 
photographed was Grandidier’s Baobab. These trees are 
considered the tallest among the six species of Baobabs 
that exist in Madagascar, they can reach up to 40 meters 
high. The site is called the Avenue of the Baobabs, also 
known as the Way 8th. To have a better opportunity to 
photograph them we did two sessions one in the 
afternoon and another first thing the next day, waiting for 
dawn. 

Grandidier’s Baobab - PC 



Grandidier’s Baobab - PC 



After our photo session of these spectacular trees, we 
went to Kirindy, located approximately 100 minutes from 
the city of Morondava. 

We made a small stop in the town of Andranomena 
where one of its inhabitants caught our attention with 
her colorful clothing and unusual makeup, made with a 
mixture of Tamarind wood with water, which they use as 
sunscreen and skin moisturizer. 

 



Kirindy was our base for three days. We were twice able 
to photograph the unexpected Fosa, along with Narrow-
striped Mongoose, several species of vanga such as 
White-headed, Rufous, and Blue Vangas, Giant Coua, 
Crested Coua, and Coquerel's Coua. As always, the 
jumping Verreaux's Sifakas were some of the attractions 
in this part of the country. The night walks allowed us to 
find species such as Pale Fork-marked Lemur, Red-tailed 
Sportive Lemur, Gray Mouse Lemur, and others. 

 

Fosa- PC 



Pale Fork-marked Lemur- PC Red-tailed Sportive Lemur- PC Verreaux’s Sifaka- PC 



Red-fronted Brown Lemur- PC 

Madagascar Ground Gecko- PC 

Madagascar Sparrowhawk- PC 

Giant Coua- PC 



Crested Drongo- PC 

Lesser Vasa Parrot- PC 

Long-billed Tetraka- PC 

Coquerel’s Coua-PC 



Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher- PC 

Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher- PC 



White-headed Vanga - PC 

Rufous Vanga- PC 

White-breasted Mesite-PC 



We returned to Tana to start the main tour, and the next 
day we flew to Fort Dauphin, also known as Tolanaro, a 
city located in the south-east of Madagascar. After 
driving approximately 3.5 hours, we arrived at the 
Berenty reserve, where we’d spend the next 3 days 
photographing the areas birds, mammals, and other 
wildlife.  

 

Octopus Tree- PC 



The Ring-tailed Lemurs were undoubtedly the main 
attraction, followed closely by White-footed Sportive 
Lemurs and dancing Verreaux’s Sifakas. Photos of 
Crested and Giant Coua also came out nice, along with 
shots of owls like White-browed Owl and Madagasar 
Scops Owl. A Duméril's Ground Boa caught our attention 
along with a Warty Chameleon, a group of Helmeted 
Guineafowl, Madagascar Nightjar, and Gray-brown 
Mouse Lemur, all of which were an important part of 
our photography tour. 

 

Crested Coua- PC 



Gray-brown Mouse Lemur- PC Ring-tailed Lemur- PC White-footed Sportive Lemur - PC 



Verreaux’s Sifaka- PC 

Madagascar Kestrel- PC 

White-browed Owl- PC 

Warty Chameleon- PC 



Pied Crow- PC 

Flatid Leaf Insect - PC 

Madagascar Nightjar- PC 



Madagascar Bulbul - PC Frances’s Goshawk- PC Madagascar Scops Owl - PC 



Thicktail Day Gecko - PC 

Three eyed Lizard - PC 

Spider Tortoise- PC 

Radiated Tortoise - PC 



After flying back to Tana, our next destination was Perinet and 
the nearby Andasibe - Mantadia National Park. This was the 
highest place we visited, at about 1000 m. (3300 ft). Our 
morning, afternoon, and evening walks here produced photos 
of the famed lemurs including Indri, Eastern Woolly Lemur, 
Goodman's Mouse Lemur, and Crossley's Dwarf Lemur. Frogs 
like Madagascar Fringed Frog, Mascarene Ridged Frog, Tomato 
Frog, and Golden Mantella also made great subjects along 
with strange chameleons including Brown Leaf, Parson's, 
Jeweled, Canopy, Band-bellied, Big Nose, Elephant eared, and 
others. Pitta-like Ground-Roller, Scaly Ground-Roller, Short-
legged Ground-Roller, Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher, 
Madagascar Grebe, and Madagascar Rail were some of the 
avian highlights of this rich region. 

Mantandia National Park - PC 



Black-crowned Night Heron- PC 

White-throated Rail - PC 

Madagascar Coucal - PC 

White-faced Whistling-Duck & Red-billed Teal - PC 



Collared Nightjar- PC 

Madagascar Scops Owl - PC 

Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher - PC 

Spectacled Tetraka - PC 



Madagascar Malachite Kingfisher -PC 

Brown Bamboo Lemur -PC 

Giraffe-necked Weevil -PC 

Panther Chameleon -PC 



Common Brown Lemur -PC 

Diademed Sifaka -PC 

Baron’s Mantella -PC 

Big Nose Chameleon -PC 



Ankarafantsika was our final destination, accessed by a flight 
from Tana to Majunga and then a two hour drive. Our first 
walk got us Madagascar Buttonquail, Red-capped Coua, 
Coquerel’s Coua, Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, Schlegel’s 
Asity, and Sickle-billed and Van Dam’s Vangas. Coquerel’s 
Sifakas seemed to be following us as we photographed these 
great birds. The nearby Lake Ravelobe hosted a Madagascar 
Fish Eagle, which was luckily close enough to photograph, 
along with Madagascar Pond Heron, Black Heron, Purple 
Heron, Squacco Heron, and Allen’s Gallinule. A night walk 
inside the park was great for nocturnal creatures like 
Madagascar Nightjar, Golden-brown Mouse Lemur, Fat-tailed 
Dwarf Lemur, Rhino Chameleon, and others. A big surprise 
was finding a Madagascar ButtonquaIl sleeping next to the 
trail. The last day we went in search of Painted Snipe, which 
we photographed after a long search. We then flew back to 
Tana at the end of the tour. 

Ankarafansika National Park - PC 



Hook-billed Vanga-PC 

Coquerel’s Sifaka -PC 

Schlegel’s Asity -PC 

Red-capped Coua-PC 



Broad-billed Roller -PC 

Madagascar Buttonquail -PC 

Madagascar Fish Eagle -PC 

Merrem’s Madagascar Swift -PC 



Bet Sibila River -PC 







Contact Us to: 
info@tropicalbirding.com 
www.tropicalbirding.com 

Thanks to all our partiipants for joining us on this trip 
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