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                              A Tropical Birding SET DEPARTURE tour 
 

 
Upper Texas Coast (including the Hill Country Extension): 

 
Main tour: 19th – 24th April 2022 

Hill Country Extension: 24th – 27th April 2022 
 

 
The magnificent Scissor-tailed Flycatcher featured on the main tour and extension. This is an early migrant species, which had 

arrived well before the start of this tour (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

Guided by Sam Woods 
 

Birds in the photos within this report are denoted in RED. 
 

Thanks to participants Jim DeWitt (Frozen Feather Images) and Cydne Jensen for providing photos for this report. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Texas is one of the 
most diverse states in 
North America, and the 
Upper Texas Coast is 
world famous for its 
springtime diversity, 
when birds move into 
the area and through 
the region, during 
migration from their 
Central and South 
American wintering 
grounds. By combining 
this legendary region 
for passage of birds 
with the drier Texas Hill 
Country, west of San 
Antonio, we were able 
to compile a lengthy 
list of North American 
birds, with more than 
250 bird species in just 
8 days of birding. 
Pockets of coastal 
woodlots were part of 
our focus during the 
main tour, where the 
higher ground in High 
Island and Sabine 
Woods provided rich 
feeding grounds for 
migrants in the Live 
Oak mottes. Warblers 
are always a focus 
there, due to their 
dashing looks, and we 
managed to find 31 
species of warblers on 
this tour, with the extension also, including very obliging Swainson’s, Worm-eating and Yellow-throated 
Warblers, a few Blackpoll Warblers, and an unexpected Black-throated Blue Warbler, which was migrating 
further west of its normal route through Florida. (A fantastically cooperative Tropical Parula – photo page 27 - 
also joined the warbler list on the extension).  
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PHOTO PAGE BEFORE: Red-cockaded Woodpecker in Longleaf Pine Savanna at Angelina National Forest  
(Jim DeWitt/Frozen Feather Images). 

 
However, migrant songbirds were not the only focus of the Upper Texas Coast section, as the region is blessed 
with a multitude of varied birding sites, and we visited freshwater wetlands at Anahuac NWR and Cattail Marsh, 
picking up King Rails (photo page 12) and Least Bitterns in the process, in addition to visiting temporal, flooded 
rice fields and grassy pastures where Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (photo page 1), Dickcissel, Hudsonian Godwit, 
and Buff-breasted and Upland Sandpipers featured; as well as coastal flats too, which were bustling with bird 
activity in this season, yielding 8 species of terns in the process, and more than 30 species of shorebirds all told, 
including Long-billed Curlew, and Piping Plover and Snowy Plover (photo page 6).  

 
We also made a short sojourn into the Longleaf Pine Savanna, or Pineywoods, of East Texas for its own set of 
specialties, finding Bachman’s Sparrow (photo page 16), Red-cockaded Woodpeckers (photo page 2) and Brown-
headed Nuthatches (photo page 15) among the Longleaf Pines, in addition to some southern breeding warblers.   
 

 
Painted Bunting was seen on the main tour, and more frequently on the Hill Country Extension (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 

 
The Hill Country Extension provided markedly different sites and habitats to bird in, and therefore bird 
assemblages.  We added more than 50 new species in these final few days, including specialties of Cedar 
Savanna like Black-capped Vireo (photo page 4) and Golden-cheeked Warblers (photo page 29)  among the 
junipers within this.  
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We also touched on Mesquite Brushland at the northern periphery of the Rio Grande Valley around Uvalde, 
where celebrity species of this habitat included Green Jay, Audubon’s Oriole, Long-billed Thrasher (photo page 
24), and Northern Bobwhite, along with plentiful Painted Buntings (photo page 3). However, the two folks who’d 
opted to partake in the extension were motivated by a non-avian spectacle, the emergence of 10-12 million 
Mexican Free-tailed Bats (photo page 22) from the Rio Frio Bat Cave. It surpassed the hype, with a steady plume 
of these mammals leaving the cave in the evening, where we could not afford to wait the full three hours often 
required for them all to get out of their cave at what is the second largest gathering of non-human mammals on 
Earth! With only 8 days of birding it felt at times like there was no time to catch our breath between the many 
sites that provided us with lots of orioles, vireos, buntings, tanagers, grosbeaks, and the other aforementioned 
bird groups.  
 
This area often gets a rough write up when it comes to dining options, but we managed to enjoy good Cajun 
cuisine, betraying its close proximity to Louisiana to the east, decent Mexican food, as well as authentic Thai 
food in the hill country, and, of course, tasty Texas BBQ too!  
 
This part of North America not only draws people from all over the World, with UK residents and Chinese among 
the nationalities encountered while there, but also lures people into returning, like two of the group, who’d done 
this same tour (minus the hill country) 10 years before with Tropical Birding. Likewise, most of the Tropical Birding 
guides have a long recent history of visiting Texas, and it has not got old yet. Indeed, we fight over this tour and 
long to return every year, for very good reason! 
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PHOTO PAGE BEFORE: Black-capped Vireo on the Hill Country Extension at Lost Maples (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

 
31 Warbler Species were accrued on the main tour and Hill Country Extension, including this singing male Northern Parula in the 

“Pineywoods” of East Texas, at Martin Dies State Park (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 
TOP 10 BIRDS OF THE TOUR: 
 
1 Golden-cheeked Warbler (Lost Maples SNA & Kerr WMA, Hill Country Extension) 
2 Black-capped Vireo (Lost Maples SNA & Kerr WMA, Hill Country Extension) 
3 Snowy, Piping & Wilson’s Plovers together (Rollover Pass, Main Tour) 
4= King Rail (Cattail Marsh, Main Tour) 
4= Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Angelina NF, Main Tour) 
6 Swainson’s Warbler (Sabine Woods, Main Tour) 
7 Tropical Parula (Lost Maples SNA, Hill Country Extension) 
8 Bachman’s Sparrow (Angelina NF, Main Tour) 
9 Yellow-billed Cuckoo (High Island, Main Tour) 
10 Yellow-throated Warbler (Sabine Woods, Main Tour & Neal’s Lodges, Hill Country Extension) 
 
Among the other highlights mentioned by the group were: The rookery experience at High Island, the millions 
of bats experience at the Rio Frio Bat Cave, Northern Bobwhite, Chuck-wills-widow, Hutton’s Vireo, Vermilion 
and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, Seaside Sparrow, Dickcissel, and Painted Bunting. 
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DAILY SUMMARY: 
 
Day 1: 19th April – Houston to High Island (Smith Oaks Sanctuary). 
 
The group met at George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston in the afternoon, and were soon underway 
for the 90-minute drive east to High Island. The late arrival of one of the flights left us with precious little time 
to go birding, and so we headed straight to Houston Audubon’s Smith Oaks Sanctuary for an hour or so. We 
started out checking the Live Oak stands for migrant birds, as that is what the tour was clearly focused around. 
Our first warbler of the tour was found, with a couple of Kentucky Warblers just after we ended the oak motte. 
Another low lying, southern warbler also featured, with several gorgeous Hooded Warblers too. An Ovenbird 
characteristically bobbed its head as it crept through the leaf litter. The woods were quite quiet in terms of 
people, but once we found some small groups, they led us to some stellar birds by following the direction of 
their binoculars. In this way, we got to see a very confiding Prothonotary Warbler and a handsome male Blue-
winged Warbler too. Nancy also noticed a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, one of few migrant cuckoos seen on the entire 
trip. Other, non-warbler, migratory species were also noted in the woods, with Summer Tanager, Veery, 
Swainson’s and Wood Thrushes, one of few White-throated Sparrows seen, and several handsome Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks. We retired to the nearby town of Winnie for the night, where Tia Juanita’s Fish Camp 
hosted us for dinner, where we were able to sample the large, tasty portions of Cajun-influenced cuisine for the 
first time. 
 
Day 2: 20th April – Anahuac, Bolivar Peninsula (Rollover Pass & Bolivar Flats)  
and High Island (Boy Scout Woods & Smith Oaks Sanctuary). 

 
This Snowy Plover greeted us shortly after arrival at Rollover Pass, and was seen in company with Piping and Wilson’s Plovers too. 
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Following a 6am breakfast in Winnie, we drove south towards the coast, where we intended to spend the 
morning.  However, we took a short side trip to the road that leads to Anahuac NWR (road 1985), where some 
flooded fields had recently been attracting a series of “inland/freshwater” shorebirds, not likely on the coast. A 
few other birder’s cars there some confirmed it was still worth a look, and had not yet dried up. These fields in 
spring and very ephemeral, only providing good feeding conditions for birds for just a few days, before they dry 
up and the birds immediately move on somewhere else. Very swiftly, we noted our only Hudsonian Godwits of 
the tour feeding in the field on the south side of the road, a scare migrant that had only just started to come 
through the area. A peep feeding alone was studied later proved to be White-rumped Sandpiper too, also our 
sole sighting of the species of the tour. Several Buff-breasted Sandpipers were there too, typically beavering 
away and foraging constantly. Among the more abundant species present, were hundreds of Whimbrels and 
Pectoral Sandpipers.  
 

 
A white morph Reddish Egret “danced” in the shallows at Bolivar Flats, seemingly oblivious of us close by!  

(Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

Our next stop was on the coast, at Rollover Pass, where a small flock of plovers and a large flock of terns greeted 
us on arrival. Further investigation revealed 6 species of tern present (Royal, Sandwich, Common, Forster’s, and 
Black Terns, and Black Skimmer), but better still, some very approachable plovers, including Piping, Wilson’s 
and Snowy Plovers (latter photo on page 6). A huddle of Marbled Godwits was also noted there.  
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The wonderful views of these plovers made such an impression, that they were discussed by some during their 
bird of the trip vote at the end of the tour. From there, we took a short drive down Yacht Basin Road, where we 
managed to find a pair of Seaside Sparrows as hoped, but also saw some foraging shorebirds, including 10 Stilt 
Sandpipers there too. After that, we continued driving west along the Bolivar Peninsula, visiting another 
Houston Audubon property, Bolivar Flats. Before we reached the flats themselves though, we added another 
tern (number 8 of the tour), with Gull-billed Tern seen resting in the saltmarsh along the entrance road. A 
White-tailed Kite was hunting over the saltmarsh behind the flats. The tides and wind direction, in particular, 
led to only a thin strip of beach being visible on this day, which led to fewer shorebirds than we’d hoped during 
our beach comb, but we gained excellent views of almost all of the possible tern species again there, saw 
thousands of burnt-orange-headed breeding plumage American Avocets, and also spent some time watching 
the comical, dance-style, foraging behaviour of a white morph Reddish Egret (photo page 7) too. Numerous 
dead Portuguese Man ‘o War were seen stranded on the beach and were promptly avoided! Nancy noticed a 
large shorebird flying over us and landing on the beach, which was fortuitous, as it proved to be our only Long-
billed Curlew of the tour. A couple of Horned Larks were also seen feeding amongst the dunes at the top side 
of the beach.  
 

 
 

A tame Yellow-crowned Night-Heron posed alongside Frenchtown Road, while a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher sat on the fence nearby. 
(Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
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Our furthest stop on the Bolivar Peninsula was at Frenchtown Road, at the western end, where a roadside 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher caused us to pull the car over, as it represented our first of this striking and gorgeous 
southern species. It performed perfectly, allowing Cydne, Sam and Jim to spend a lengthy time shooting it as it 
sat in the open, as is their want. The same spot also held a very tame Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (photo page 
before), which was a boon for the photographers among the group too. A pool nearby held Least, Western, 
Semipalmated and Stilt Sandpipers. The marshes also hosted our first Clapper Rail that left us wanting better 
looks (which were to come later). After this non-stop siege of Texan birds, lunchtime had rolled around, and for 
that we visited a long-established taco truck in Crystal Beach, a long-time favourite for locals and tourists like us 
alike. 
 
Following lunch, we checked some fields nearby in the hope of Upland Sandpiper, but found none of them, but 
did find some more Whimbrels and American Golden Plovers, and a very obliging Osprey (photo page 32), 
which was tending to a fish on a perch there. Knowing that the migrant arrivals in High Island normally occur in 
the afternoon, due to the long flight time across the Gulf of Mexico, we returned there for the afternoon. 
However, on the way, we experienced our second “Man ‘o War” of the morning, when Sam noticed a female 
Magnificent Frigatebird soaring above the freeway. This was likely a newly arrived bird, as few/none had been 
previously reported in the area this spring. We started our afternoon in High Island, being greeted by a local 
friend and birder David Swaim, who soon led us to a sleeping Common Nighthawk near the sanctuary parking 
lot.  
We then walked to the kiosk at Boy Scout Woods, where we purchased our season patches, with the warbler of 
year emblazoned on it. 2022’s patch bird was a Nashville Warbler, a species we would have to wait until the Hill 
Country Extension to catch sight of. Beside the kiosk though, Purkey’s Pond held a foraging Northern 
Waterthrush along its edge, and the main water drip, viewable from the bleachers, was lively too, with Blue-
winged, Yellow and Hooded Warblers, American Redstart, Brown Thrasher, Red-eyed Vireo, Indigo Bunting, 
Orchard Oriole, and Rose-breasted Grosbeak also all putting in an appearance in front of the “grandstand”. 
While this action was magnetic, we also were distracted by movements in the newly ripened mulberry trees 
overhead, where Gray Catbirds and Summer Tanagers were tucking into the fruit crop. 
 
Lastly, we made another trip to Smith Oaks Sanctuary a mile away, where we scoured the woods for warblers 
and other migrant songbirds, before settling down at the rookery, to photograph the melee of action of the 
local breeding wetland birds. At Katrina’s Corner, we saw at least one multicolored male Painted Bunting by the 
drip. Scarlet Tanager (photo page 33) was seen from the new Canopy Walkway there. We chose to walk around 
Grackle Pond, which had been recently cleared of invasive scrub by Houston Audubon volunteers, making it a 
food location for viewing migrant songbirds this spring. We encountered Black-throated Green, Black-and-
white and Tennessee Warblers, more Yellow Warblers, another Blue-winged Warbler, our only (late) Yellow-
rumped Warbler of the tour, as well as White-eyed Vireo, Blue Grosbeak (photo page 33), Eastern Wood-
Pewee, Baltimore Oriole, Wood Thrush, and White-throated Sparrow during our walk. Following this migrant 
patrol, we finished off our Smith Oaks visit by using the new Canopy Walkway (that only opened in 2021) to 
access the rookery at Claybottom Pond. This is one of the central attractions on High Island, the nesting colony 
Roseate Spoonbills, Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets, Tricolored Herons and Neotropic Cormorants, all viewable 
through a series of 5 different viewpoints, connected by convenient boardwalks. We had only a small group for 
this tour (3 people), following some late cancelations, and two of them (Jim and Cydne) enthusiastically wielded 
their camera gear at the scenes in front of them, a hive of activity. 
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A swathe of hyper-active large, nesting birds (like this Roseate Spoonbill) were observed during our two visits to the High Island 
rookery at the Smith Oaks Sanctuary (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 

 
 
Roseate Spoonbills (photo above) flapped past the viewpoints daring us to take flight photos, Great Egrets, 
being one of the earliest breeders, attended to their unkempt, ugly-looking, chicks which appeared awkwardly 
out of proportion at this early age of just weeks old. Snowy Egrets called their amusing gobbled call, and 
frequently flared up their plumes in a breeding display, while herons and egrets came and went with sticks to 
adorn their existing nests and used in courtship to bolster pair bonds of breeding birds. There was a constant 
flow of birds coming and going at this evening time, as the breeders move to and from the coasts in foraging 
bouts, but also non-local breeders, fly in to roost on the islands for the night. A Purple Gallinule was also 
watched from one of the rookery viewing platforms. It was a spectacular close to an epic and varied day on the 
Upper Texas Coast, and one we were to witness again a few days later at the behest of the group, who 
thoroughly enjoyed the rookery. We returned to Winnie for the night for more Cajun food. 
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Cattail Marsh was a wonderful site for wetland birds like this Common Yellowthroat. It also brought us King Rail, Sora, Swamp 

Sparrow, Fulvous Whistling-Duck and Fish Crow. (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 
Day 3: 21st April – Cattail Marsh, Sabine Woods, and Anahuac and Winnie area. 
 
By this point of an Upper Texas Coast tour, we would usually have visited Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. 
However, refuge management had drained a lot of the good wetland areas this year to tackle to ongoing battle 
with invasive species, leaving it a shadow of its usual self. Therefore, we visited Cattail Marsh Scenic Wetlands 
and Boardwalk near Beaumont to start our day, in the hope of getting some of those marsh birds there instead. 
This worked out really well. We had this massive marsh all to ourselves for most of the visit, and we had some 
great looks at some of our target species as we walked the bunds through the cattails. We passed through Tyrell 
Park to get there and noted a Red-bellied Woodpecker and a perched Red-tailed Hawk surveying the scene. 
Once at the marsh, we were quick to note the presence of the marsh-loving Boat-tailed Grackles, calling and 
perching all over the place. Early success came with our first Least Bittern (photo page 34), much to Jim’s delight, 
who had put in a request for that species, and we ended up seeing a handful of them, and well at that. Waking 
the trails, we could hear many Marsh Wrens and Common Yellowthroats (photo above), and so we ensured we 
left there with good looks at both wetland species.  
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Walking deeper into the marsh we heard the sounds of several King Rails (photo below) and were gifted some 
great looks at a pair of these bulky rails, a sighting that culminated in them mating right out in front of us! An 
American Bittern briefly left its hiding place in the cattails and lifted up above them, several Little Blue Herons 
were our first, and after careful examination with the ‘scope, a solitary Glossy Ibis was found among the more 
abundant White-faced Ibises on site. A Sora later showed up too, after we had heard a good number of them 
through our visit there. We also managed to see several more Purple Gallinules (photo page 13) stalking out in 
the open. 
 

 
This King Rail was a popular tour bird at Cattail Marsh near Beaumont (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 

 
After that we drove a further hour or so to another woodlot for migrant birds, this time Sabine Woods, close to 
the border with neighbouring Louisiana. This ended up being our single best warbler day of the tour, and our 
best songbird migrant day, period. 18 species of warblers featured and plenty else besides them. The woods 
are run and maintained by the local Audubon chapters, and, (like High Island), are located on raised ground 
(here on a sandy ridge or chenier plain) compared to the surrounding saltmarshes, allowing oaks and other trees 
to grow that provide important habitat for migratory birds. We walked the trails under the pleasant shade of 
the oaks, soon getting some good looks at several Worm-eating and Prothonotary Warblers.  
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Signs of spring: Purple Gallinules had returned to a number of marsh sites we visited on the Upper Texas Coast, like this one at 

Cattail Marsh near Beaumont (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 
At first, the trails were largely quiet of people, but then a small gathering alerted us to something special going 
on, and indeed it was, a Swainson’s Warbler (photo page 34) quietly foraging on the ground in full view of all 
assembled. It gave near continuous looks as it was watched doing its unique “shivering” foraging behaviour. In 
the trees above there, a male Golden-winged Warbler regularly sung, and was seen on one occasion too. The 
main drip created a center of attention for all of us visiting birders, and pretty soon there was quite the crowd. 
Focusing on this area, the drip had some magnetic flurries of birds, when we glued to the action, with birds like 
American Redstart, Yellow-throated, Worm-eating, Yellow, and Blackpoll Warblers all visiting, along with 
Indigo Buntings and orioles. A meadow-like area also held several Painted Buntings and Blue Grosbeaks, and 
Northern Rough-winged Swallows hawked above it. A late, late Hermit Thrush hopped around the woods 
nearby there, and after several attempts, we managed to see a Magnolia and Chestnut-sided Warblers, which 
had been seen by others during our visit. Blue-winged and Black-throated Green Warblers were also 
encountered here and there too, as well as Blue-headed Vireo and Yellow-billed Cuckoo. With the afternoon 
waning, we headed back west to the Winnie area, first checking French Road and Fairview Road for shorebirds, 
and coming up with Greater Yellowlegs, Buff-breasted Sandpipers, lots of American Golden Plovers and 
Whimbrels, and, eventually, a brace of Upland Sandpipers. Regular sightings of Loggerhead Shrike occurred 
there too, plus a few Crested Caracaras and the odd Swainson’s Hawk and Northern Harrier too.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Upper Texas Coast & Hill Country Extension: April 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

14 

We finished our day at another marsh site east of Winnie, where Jim and Nancy made light work of finding our 
main target species there, a pair of stately Whooping Cranes, which have taken up residence there in recent 
years. The same site held Fulvous Whistling-Duck and Northern Shoveler. 

 
Day 4: 22nd April – Anahuac NWR to Jasper and Angelina National Forest (East Texas “Pineywoods”). 
 

 
Dozens of American Alligators were seen in Anahuac NWR (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 

 
This part of Texas provides varied birding experiences all in one day, and this day showcased this well. We 
started out birding the freshwater wetlands in Anahuac NWR, but by the end of the day were surrounded by 
Longleaf Pine woods (i.e., Longleaf Pine Savanna) in the “Pineywoods” region of East Texas. We had not yet 
done Anahuac, but on this morning took several loops around Shoveler Pond. While the wetlands were not as 
bird packed as in some years (due to drainage of them for control of invasives), it was still well worth the visit, 
with plentiful bird species and photo opportunities. Before we made our first circuit, we stopped to admire 
some Cliff Swallows, building their mud nests on the refuge’s visitor center. A small gathering of shorebirds in 
one of the ditches held some Long-billed Dowitchers and Stilt Sandpipers in the mix. A Solitary Sandpiper, 
however, was, suitably all alone. We also got long looks at several Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in the marsh, as well 
as our first decent views of Mottled Ducks, a southern specialty. American Alligators (photo above) were 
especially plentiful and visible on this visit, perhaps due to the drier conditions, and several Purple Gallinules 
were conspicuous too. We soon swapped on marsh for another, revisiting Cattail Marsh again, on our journey 
north towards Jasper.  
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An adult Bald Eagle made a distant appearance, a decent bird in this area, but not much to impress the Alaskans 
in our group, who have lived deep in Bald Eagle territory for years! Some work was required to find a calling 
Swamp Sparrow, although we all eventually were given good looks at this marsh dweller. In the park just outside 
the marsh (Tyrell), we also added our only Eastern Bluebirds of the tour, and heard and saw a definitive Fish 
Crow (only reliably identifiable from its voice). After that, we continued our journey north, taking lunch and 
checking into our new lodging in the town of Jasper for a single night. After that, we headed to the Longleaf 
Pines of Angelina National Forest for the afternoon. Our goal here was to set about finding the three principal 
“Pineywoods” specialties: Brown-headed Nuthatch, Bachman’s Sparrow, and Red-cockaded Woodpecker. 
However, this was met with only partial success. We swiftly found a hyper active group of Brown-headed 
Nuthatches, the most abundant of the “Pineywoods Three”. The other two species proved difficult though 
during a hot afternoon. We spent quite a bit of time in an active colony of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, but left 
with only Sam hearing one, and our lone American Kestrel and Pine Warbler sightings to show for it. Moving to 
another nearby location, we did eventually track down a Bachman’s Sparrows, which was seen up close, but it 
refused to pose for photos, or remain in view for long. A little dishevelled from this chastening experience, we 
went for an excellent dinner of local Texas BBQ to lift our spirits. After that, we continued birding, visiting a 
roadside stop, where one of the other Tropical Birding guides in the area at the time, Ken Behrens, had tipped 
us off about a southern nightbird. We arrived just as darkness was becoming near complete, and almost 
immediately heard the, ”CHUCK-wills-WIDOW” call of our quarry. We repositioned ourselves in relation to the 
sound, and were able to see this large goatsucker doing loops over our heads in the spotlight to finish the day 
in considerable style. This was highlighted as a highlight of the tour later on by Jim and Nancy at least! 
 

 
The easiest of the “Pineywoods Three” - Brown-headed Nuthatch in Angelina National Forest (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Upper Texas Coast & Hill Country Extension: April 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

16 

Day 5: 23rd April – Angelina National Forest and Martin Dies State Park  
(East Texas “Pineywoods”) to High Island. 
 

 
This Bachman’s Sparrow provided lengthy looks in Angelina National Forest, near Boykin Springs   

(Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

This day was another showcase of the diverse habitats and birds of the Upper Texas Coast region, we started 
out in the East Texas “Pineywoods”, before birding some agricultural lands around Winnie, and finished up at in 
High Island, patrolling for migrants and then enjoying one more visit to the bustling Smith Oaks rookery. After 
the disappointment of missing the Red-cockaded Woodpecker the afternoon before, and being messed around 
in our pursuit of Bachman’s Sparrow, these two species were right at the top of our agenda. After another 6am 
breakfast, we journeyed back to Angelina National Forest and walked along the trail to the Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker (photo page 2) colony. We already found two other birders on site, who helpfully for us, were 
already watching 3 woodpeckers, which we soon locked on to and enjoyed some good views of them as they 
spluttered to each other. An immense start to the day. This continued, when a short drive and walk later, we 
pursued the soft sounds of a Bachman’s Sparrow (photo above), which led us to the bird sitting up above us on 
a Longleaf Pine, where it sang in front of us and remained there until we decided to leave. Moving to another 
nearby location, we visited an area with considerably younger and lower growth, just the right habitat for Prairie 
Warbler. However, first, we got some cracking looks at one of the local Yellow-breasted Chats.  
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Then, we watched a Prairie Warbler (photo page 18) sing from low perches around us too. As we homed in on 
the warbler, we heard a nearby party of Brown-headed Nuthatches (photo page 15) that were seen at close 
range too, and provided an upgrade to the previous day’s views. A Red-shouldered Hawk was also found nearby 
too, our only sure sighting of this raptor on the tour. In between there and our last major stop in the 
“Pineywoods” area, we stopped in at an area for Red-headed Woodpecker, finding a pair of these striking birds 
exactly where they were said to be. We had just one more major stop in the area, at Martin Dies State Park, 
where we hoped for some more breeding warbler species to spruce up our list. Several Yellow-throated Vireos 
(photo below) were seen well in this area, some even coming down lower to sing than usual. Warblers were 
also put on the backburner, once we saw our first Tufted Titmouse (photo page 18) of the tour, which was so 
obliging, we spent considerable time photographing one of them… 
 

 
Yellow-throated Vireos were already on territory around Martin Dies SP in East Texas (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 

 
Walking around the same, scenic area of, mixed woodland, we heard the buzzing sound of a singing male 
Northern Parula (photo page 5), which came down low. However, Cydne was just as keen for a Pileated 
Woodpecker that was heard yelping in the area, and gave several close views thereafter. It was then time to 
take lunch, at a local Mexican restaurant, and head south back to the coast and High Island. We took some back 
roads through scrubby agricultural fields with scattered thistles, which hosted several singing, recently arrived, 
Dickcissels, which were watched and photographed for some time. The same roads led us to more stellar views 
of the incredible Scissor-tailed Flycatchers (photo title page), one of which yielded another impromptu “photo 
shoot”. 
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PHOTOS PAGE BEFORE: Prairie Warbler (TOP) & Tufted Titmouse at Martin Dies State Park (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

Arriving back in High Island in the late afternoon, we were greeted with the news of some “Caribbean” birds in 
town, like Black-throated Blue Warbler, Cape May Warbler and Blackpoll Warbler. All species that typically move 
northwards along the flyway further east. We were particularly interested in the first two, being scarcities in the 
region, and ones not usually expected on this tour. We headed to Smith Oaks, where all of them had been seen. 
We only narrowly missed seeing a Cape May Warbler at Katrina’s Corner, and so moved to Grackle Pond, where 
we hoped that we would have better luck with the male Black-throated Blue Warbler that it felt like almost 
everyone had seen by now! We crossed paths with local birder again David Swaim, who helped us in our quest. 
Once again, we were seconds from seeing one of the key birds in the area, the Black-throated Blue, but it slipped 
away just before we could see it. We took a circuit around Grackle Pond, finding Gray-cheeked Thrush, Northern 
Waterthrush and several Yellow Warblers, and then bumped into some birders who led us to a male Cape May 
Warbler, if only briefly. Smarting at the brevity of the sighting, Dave then appeared to alert us that the warbler 
was back, and so we hurried there, and soon after we were peering through the leaves at a preening male Black-
throated Blue Warbler, for celebrations all round. The day’s birding came to a close at the rookery, where Cydne 
and Jim were keen to take further shots at the action, and where we changes had occurred since our last visit 
just day earlier. This time, we could see some newly hatched Roseate Spoonbills too, along with the usual 
revelry at the rookery of Great and Snowy Egrets, Tricolored Herons and others busy in the hectic process of 
breeding. Another Purple Gallinule prowled the edge of the island of egrets and spoonbills, and several 
Anhingas cruised by. However, perhaps our most memorable afternoon sighting at the rookery was a quartet 
of young Nine-banded Armadillos, busy foraging on and alongside the path, sometimes within centimeters of 
Nancy and others! 
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Day 6: 24th April – High Island to Houston and the Hill Country (Neal’s Lodges and Rio Frio Bat Cave). 
 
For Cydne, this was to be her last day, as she was not joining the rest of us on the Hill Country Extension. 
Therefore, we tried to make the most of our final time in the High Island area, before journeying back to Houston 
airport for the drop off in late morning. We started out in Smith Oaks, hoping for some warblers, but finding 
none at all. Therefore, we tried a smaller woodlot right on the coast, Hooks Woods, but sadly the story was the 
same; clear weather through the night had clearly encouraged the birds to leave town and continue on north. 
With the woods seemingly severely limited on what was on offer, we swiftly headed to the coast to try and plug 
some gaps in our list there instead. We stopped in again at Rollover Pass, and soon locked on to an American 
Oystercatcher in the surf, the only one seen on the tour. Then, we had some fun with a few calling Clapper Rails 
(photo page 35), which stomped out into the open on several memorable occasions.  Another late addition to 
our main tour checklist was a single, rosy-breasted, Franklin’s Gulls standing in a mob of Laughing Gulls. Other 
notable birds, before we headed west included Black Terns, Black Skimmers, and some very confiding breeding 
plumage, ruddy, Ruddy Turnstones.  
 

 
This Ladder-backed Woodpecker was nesting at Neal’s Lodges in the Hill Country (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
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After Cydne left for Oregon, the rest of us headed into the Hill Country to the west of San Antonio. It was a long 
journey west, broken up with a BBQ meal at a large smokehouse, and peppered with sightings of Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers. Eventually, in the late afternoon, we arrived at Neal’s Lodges, and spent a decent hour there 
surveying the feeders and checking this arid hilly country for new species, which came thick and fast. The feeders 
held some Painted Buntings, which were not new, but offered our best looks of the tour of both males and 
females. However, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Chipping and Olive Sparrows, Lesser Goldfinches, a tangerine 
male Hooded Oriole, and Black-crested Titmouse were all new at the feeders. While in the surrounding habitat, 
we located a super Green Jay (here at the northern extremity of its range), a splendid male Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker (photo page before) tending to a nest, Orange-crowned and Yellow-throated Warblers, and a 
fascinating parula warbler, which we had initially hoped was the Tropical Parula that had recently featured in 
the area but found it to be a hybrid Northern x Tropical Parula hybrid instead (photo below).  
 

 
The presence of white around the eye indicates this to be a Tropical Parula x Northern Parula hybrid, at Neal’s Lodges in the Hill 

Country. Tropical Parula was also seen at Lost Maples the next day (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

As the clock was approaching 7pm, we left for a very special appointment indeed. We drove ten minutes to 
meet up with a guided tour to the private Rio Frio Bat Cave, home to 10-12 million Mexican Free-tailed Bats, 
(photo next page), which qualifies as the second largest single concentration of mammals on Earth. As we 
walked up to the cane opening, we noted Couch’s Kingbird and heard a Canyon Wren singing in the background, 
along with several Rufous-crowned Sparrows. On reaching the cave, we soon set about getting looks at one of 
the key cave dwellers in the area, a group of Cave Swallows that comprise the main diurnal cave breeders.  
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It was still fully light, when at around 7:45pm the first swirl of bats emerged from the cave, rising like a plume 
of smoke from the hollow. The plume continued, unbreeched, for our entire time there (until around 8:30pm) 
and would likely continue for a further two hours beyond that to allow enough time for the complete emergence 
of the full volume of bats. We were treated to a sunset falling over the rocky hillside scene, which only lent 
further atmosphere to an already incredible wildlife experience. While many birders would join the Hill County 
Extension for the opportunity to see Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo in particular, Nancy and 
Jim were clear on their primary goal – to observe the millions-strong bat plume at the bat cave, and they were 
thoroughly impressed with the experience! Soon after, we retired to Uvalde for the night, stopping for a handful 
of Lesser Nighthawks along the highway there. 
 
 

 
 

Just a fraction of the 10-12 million Mexican Free-tailed Bats that live in the Rio Frio Bat Cave, near Concan  
(Jim DeWitt/Frozen Feather Images). 
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The Hill Country Extension added many more bird species typical of the drier west of the country,  

like this fabulous male Vermilion Flycatcher near Uvalde (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 
Day 7: 25th April – Cook’s Slough, Uvalde, Neal’s Lodges and Lost Maples; to Kerrville. 
 
The evening before we had moved to the Uvalde area, which was entirely strategic for our bird list. This area 
holds mesquite brushland, near the northern extremity of the range of this habitat, this offering some birds 
more typical of sites south of there in the legendary Rio Grande Valley. To get some of these we visited Cook’s 
Slough, just south of town. As we entered there, a Bell’s Vireo was heard calling by the gate. We met another 
group who were on a specific hunt for one of the Rio Grande species we hoped to see, Audubon’s Oriole. As they 
chose to go one way, we picked the other to cover more ground, and we were fortunate as we soon heard the 
call of our target oriole. Just as we were getting our first good looks at a pair, the other birding group arrived 
and got to see and enjoy them too. This was a Hell of a start to our time there. Not long after another of the 
site’s signature species, Green Jay, was seen for the second time of the tour. Walking around the various ponds 
and bunds, we picked up our first Lark Sparrows, got an unexpected Purple Gallinule (a rare species at this site), 
and Nancy found us a brace of kingfishers, with first a Green Kingfisher, then a Belted Kingfisher followed swiftly 
after that one did. Ducks seemed to be in short supply in this part of Texas this year, and so we were pleased to 
add one other species from that group here, with several pairs of Wood Ducks hugging the edges of the ponds.  
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We also added another species of warbler to our checklist, Nashville Warbler, bringing our warbler total to 30 
species so far in the process. This species was seen regularly on the extension, as it is circum Gulf migrant that 
goes around the coast and moves into inland Texas, rather that crosses the Gulf like the trans Gulf migrants that 
mostly occupied the bird lists around High Island and Sabine Woods. On the way out of there, we finally tracked 
down the calling Bell’s Vireo that had been taunting us from a thicket, and Jim managed to get some great shots 
of it in the open. 
 

 
 

Long-billed Thrasher just outside Uvalde (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

After Cook’s, we drove some roads just west of Uvalde, where arid, cactus-strewn habitat was a little different 
from what we’d been on already that morning, and one we hoped would bring us some different, desert species. 
A fence line hosted one of these, a glowing male Vermilion Flycatcher (photo page 23), and soon after we got 
there, we found our only Curve-billed Thrashers hiding out in a cactus stand. This was to be one of two thrasher 
species encountered there, following a pair of Long-billed Thrashers (photo above) that appeared a short time 
later too. Several Ash-throated Flycatchers gave us nice views, and identification was also aided by their song. 
Moving along the road, a movement on the edge of the track had us diverting our gaze down, where we cam 
upon two different groups of Northern Bobwhite, a species that Nancy had not seen for decades, and so was 
rightly popular, even if linger views would have been preferable!  
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A Black Phoebe hawks for insects beside the Nueces River near Uvalde (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

At the end of the road, we scanned the Nueces River, where a solitary Black Phoebe (photo above) was hawking 
insects and singing regularly from the river edge. As we departed, we got several looks at both Couch’s and 
Western Kingbirds. On the way back to town, for lunch, we slipped into the Uvalde Cemetery, and quickly found 
what we were looking for, a Golden-fronted Woodpecker that appeared glued to a stump of its choice. After 
lunch, we attempted to visit Inge Historical Fort, but found out that it was not open on this day. However, some 
Painted Buntings, Clay-colored Sparrows and a single Dickcissel near the entrance provided some 
compensation for the visit.  
 
Even with only limited time to fit in what we had to do, we could not resist a return to Neal’s Lodges, where the 
photography opportunities were so good the evening before. This day was no different, as Painted Buntings 
posed out in the open (photo page 3), along with Black-crested Titmouse, and Lincoln’s Sparrows (that had 
been absent the evening before).  A Northern Parula sung away bedside the store, while a bold Yellow-throated 
Warbler (photo page 26) literally hopped along the roof of the store picking up bugs where it could. We also 
caught up with a Ladder-backed Woodpecker for Jim, who’d been distracted by a Green Jay for our previous 
day’s viewing! 
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This Yellow-throated Warbler picked insects from the cobwebs hanging on the side of the store at Neal’s Lodges. 

 
Our journey continued north from there to one of the most celebrated sites in the Hill Country, Lost Maples 
State Natural Area. It is revered for its flawless scenery, with Ashe Junipers and oak trees interspersed with tall, 
handsome Bigtooth Maples. It is set in canyon country, where the beautiful Sabinal River dissects a rocky valley, 
where the woods on its flanks are home to some very special bird species. We arrived when the visitor center 
was closing and most folks had gone home, a peaceful time of day, when birding was extremely productive, 
making this one of our favorite sites visited on the tour. It did not take long to hear one of our most wanted 
birds at the site, Golden-cheeked Warbler (photo page 29), a species that only breeds in Texas. Thankfully, in 
spite of its local distribution when breeding, it is relatively common at this site, and it was not long down the 
trail before we watched a male hopping around a lichen-covered juniper.  
Jim and Sam were particularly pleased with the photo ops provided by this confiding bird. Even though there 
were few people around, one of the few we encountered in the parking lot at the trailhead was a bird guide 
with plentiful useful information for us.  
 
We moved on to an area indicated, and soon heard the buzzing song of a male Tropical Parula (photo next page), 
exactly where it was advertised to be. Having seen the hybrid parula the evening before, this took on greater 
significance for us, and it was a real treat to see (and photograph) this one equally well and note the complete 
absence of white eye markings unlike the Neal’s Lodges individual we had seen before. 
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Our short visit to Lost Maples State Natural Area was excellent, with this Tropical Parula singing in the open, a male Black-capped 

Vireo seen occupying a nest, our first Golden-cheeked Warbler frequenting an Ashe Juniper, and a pair of Scott’s Orioles  
just before we left! (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours) . 

 
Moving further along the trail, we were on red alert for a Black-capped Vireo nest that we had been fortuitously 
tipped off about, after a chance meeting with another bird guide in the Lost Maples parking lot. The directions 
sounded clear, but finding nest is never easy, and Sam was not confident its position would be clear once we 
reached there. However, Jim made light work of it, and quickly announced he had it. Nancy and Sam argued 
against it, as oddly, in the same small tree there was another nest-like structure that we had both checked 
closely. Once Jim corrected us, and we were all looking at a male Black-capped Vireo blinking back at us from 
point blank range, we were a little red-faced, we had been searching too far away! We had such good views so 
quickly, we soon moved off for fear of disturbing the bird and continued on to another area where the Sabinel 
River crosses the trail and heard the calls of a southern warbler coming from the riverside. Its sweet song was 
heard and all too soon a pair of Louisiana Waterthrushes were seen on several occasions. In the same spot, we 
also enjoyed cracking looks at a Hutton’s Vireo (photo next page), an impressive kinglet impressionist. In spite 
of Tropical Parula, Golden-cheeked Warbler, and Black-capped Vireo all seen well within the same hour, this 
considerably less flashy species was highly rated by all. 
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This popular Hutton’s Vireo was seen during an amazing spell in an amazing landscape at Lost Maples, in an hour long period that 

also featured a male Golden-cheeked Warbler, Black-capped Vireo and a Tropical Parula (Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours). 
 

 
After that, we backtracked towards the parking lot with evening fast approaching. We had intended to walk 
straight back but a calling Scott’s Oriole changed that, and after repositioning ourselves several times, we finally 
got decent looks at a male at the top of a gnarly oak tree. Our last significant find of the afternoon was a Bewick’s 
Wren singing from a snag by the car park, and a White-tipped Dove foraging in front of the blind. We drove 
further north to Kerrville for the night, where we finished off with an amazing and authentic Thai meal, which is 
becoming something of a Tropical Birding tradition on this tour. 
 
Day 8: 26th April – Kerrville, Kerr WMA, and Mitchell Lake Audubon Center to Houston. 

 
With a later breakfast than usual, forced on us by the local hotel schedule, we enjoyed this at the late hour of 
6:30am. After that we visited the picturesque Flat Rock Park on the southeast side of Kerrville. This was for one 
“exotic” species that has only recently been considered countable (i.e. as of 2019) in this part of Texas – Egyptian 
Goose. 31 of these ugly birds were seen resting on the lawn alongside Kerrville Lake, and we did not need to 
leave the car to get good looks and photos! With the goose in the bag, we quickly left for the wonderful Kerr 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA), to the west. The reason for this site being included in the itinerary was that 
it is an easily accessible and reliable site to see Black-capped Vireo in the roadside Cedar Savanna. Kerr WMA 
also provides an additional site for Golden-cheeked Warbler too.  
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Oddly though, we arrived there with good views of both Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo 
already under the belt. However, Jim did make the valid point it would be nice to see a Black-capped Vireo 
outside of a nest, and to view the entire bird! The site also offered some other new species even at this late 
stage, and so we decided to visit all the same, even if it was in the wrong direction for our long return journey 
to Houston for the final night. Before we reached the site, a Wild Turkey parading alongside the road provided 
our first new species for the trip of the final day. Soon after arrival, while talking with the local park staff, a 
Yellow-headed Blackbird landed on the cowbird cage, and another species joined the tour list (more satisfying 
ones, away from a trap, came later).  
 

 
 

Golden-cheeked Warbler, a Texas breeding endemic confined to the Hill Country, was the 30th warbler species of the tour at Lost 
Maples. Another was also seen at Kerr WMA on the final day’s birding (Jim DeWitt/Frozen Feather Images). 

 
Our walks into the Cedar Savanna, at various points along the road, were very productive, with good activity 
through our few hours on site. One of our first stops led us to following the distinctive, jumbled, and varied song 
of a Black-capped Vireo, and we were soon getting looks at both a male and female as they hopped around an 
Ashe Juniper tree.  
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A singing Rufous-crowned Sparrow nearby was wanted, as Jim had not been seen the previous one due to being 
rightly distracted by the emergence of millions of bats in Rio Frio a few days before. A single Woodhouse’s 
Scrub-Jay also popped into view, but was more distant than requested, but it was the only one seen on the tour 
all the same. As we made our short forays into the roadside savanna, we noted double figures of Nashville 
Warblers, a handful of Orange-crowned Warblers, and we also enjoyed another Golden-cheeked Warbler for 
our troubles.  
 

 
Our best views of Green Heron were left until the final day at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center in San Antonio  (Sam Woods). 

 
One lively area held the most confiding Blue-gray Gnatcatchers yet, a very vocal and showy pair of Bushtits 
(photo page 35), and a Spotted Towhee, a Ruby-crowned Kinglet, a male Black-and-white Warbler, a  lone 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and single Red-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireos in the same productive stand of 
oaks. White-crowned and Lark Sparrows, Painted Bunting, Acadian Flycatcher, Carolina Chickadee and Black-
crested Titmouse all also featured at Kerr WMA too.  
 
We had just one more stop planned on our journey back to Houston, one to break up the 300miles+ road trip 
back, but also as the site, Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, holds a diverse array of birds, and possible late 
additions to our trip list.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Upper Texas Coast & Hill Country Extension: April 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

31 

One notable part of this year’s tour was the near total absence of ducks. While this is not the best season, we 
were still down on ducks more than usual. We hoped Mitchell Lake might rectify that. On arrival, a flock of 30 
or so Franklin’s Gulls passed overhead. Arriving at the site at 2pm, we were horrified to discover that it was 
closing within an hour! A birdathon-paced foray around the site then swiftly ensued! The feeders were buzzing 
with Black-chinned Hummingbirds, but a single male Ruby-throated Hummingbird also popped in.  One of our 
other hoped-for targets, roadrunner, failed to appear around the parking lot as hoped though! We quickly drove 
on to our first pond, where a lone male Green-winged Duck boosted our pitiful duck list! A grebe there we 
hoped would be one of the recently reported Least Grebes, turned out to be one of few Pied-billed Grebes seen 
on the tour; few Northern Shovelers were also tallied. The same pond also yielded crackerjack looks at a fishing 
Green Heron (photo page before), a clear upgrade from our previous sightings. Jim was tickled to finally get a 
shot of Carolina Chickadee there, although the real highlight came on the final pond that we were able to reach 
during our limited time there (some of the tracks had been temporarily closed due to short term flooding), 
where a swarm of birds spinning in the center turned out to be 200+ recently arrived Wilson’s Phalaropes, (only 
a dozen had been reported the previous day). Other birds noted during our frenetic foray included Spotted and 
Solitary Sandpipers, more Yellow-headed Blackbirds, and our final new bird of the trip, a soaring Peregrine 
Falcon, which clearly had plenty of prey available! Eventually, we departed for Houston, taking a final night and 
dinner close to the airport for departures out the next day. 
 

 
Nashville Warbler was this year’s Houston Audubon collectible “patch” bird as part of a High Island season pass.  
Ironically, we did not see a Nashville Warbler until we reached the Hill Country, where they are more abundant.  

It was great to see the exciting new birding developments in High Island, courtesy of Houston Audubon and Texas Ornithological 
Society, with a Canopy Walkway now at Smith Oaks, and multiple new drips and viewing areas in Hooks Woods too.  

Good work: thank you to all who made this happen! 
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A selection of other photos from the participants on this tour: 

 
Reddish Egret & Osprey on the Bolivar Peninsula (both Cydne Jensen) 
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Scarlet Tanager & Blue Grosbeak on High Island (both Cydne Jensen) 
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Least Bittern at Cattail Marsh (Cydne Jensen) TOP 

Swainson’s Warbler on the same day at Sabine Woods (Jim DeWitt Frozen Feather Images) 
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PHOTOS PAGE BEFORE: Clapper Rail at Rollover Pass TOP & Bushtit at Kerr WMA (both Jim DeWitt Frozen Feather Images) 
 
CHECKLISTS: 
 
BIRDS 
The taxonomy of the bird list follows Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements 
Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with changes published by Cornell in August 2021.  

H - INCIDATES A SPECIES THAT WAS HEARD ONLY. 
 
GO – INDICATES A SPECIES RECORDED BY THE GUIDE ONLY. 
 
EXT – INDICATES A SPECIES ONLY RECORDED ON THE EXTENSION IN THE HILL COUNTRY. 
 

Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl)  

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis  

Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor  

Wood Duck Aix sponsa EXT 

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors  

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata  

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos EXT 

Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula  

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca  

Odontophoridae (New World Quail)  

Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus EXT 

Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies)  

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo EXT 

Podicipedidae (Grebes)  

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps  

Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)  

Rock Pigeon Columba livia  

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto  

Inca Dove Columbina inca  

Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina  

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi EXT 

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica  

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura  
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Cuculidae (Cuckoos)  

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus  

Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and Allies)  

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis EXT 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor  

Chuck-will's-widow Antrostomus carolinensis  

Apodidae (Swifts)  

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica  

Trochilidae (Hummingbirds)  

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris  

Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri EXT 

Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)  

King Rail Rallus elegans  

Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans  

Sora Porzana carolina  

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata  

American Coot Fulica americana  

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica  

Gruidae (Cranes)  

Whooping Crane Grus americana  

Recurvirostridae (Stilts and Avocets)  

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus  

American Avocet Recurvirostra americana  

Haematopodidae (Oystercatchers)  

American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus  

Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)  

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola  

American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica  

Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus  

Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia  

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus  

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus  
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Killdeer Charadrius vociferus  

Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies)  

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda  

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  

Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus  

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica  

Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa  

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres  

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus  

Sanderling Calidris alba  

Dunlin Calidris alpina  

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla  

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis  

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis  

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos  

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla  

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri  

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus  

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus  

Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata  

Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor EXT 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius  

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria  

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca  

Willet Tringa semipalmata  

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes  

Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers)  

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla  

Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan  

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis  

Herring Gull Larus argentatus  

Least Tern Sternula antillarum  
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Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica  

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia  

Black Tern Chlidonias niger  

Common Tern Sterna hirundo  

Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri  

Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus  

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis  

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger  

Fregatidae (Frigatebirds)  

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens  

Anhingidae (Anhingas)  

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga  

Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags)  

Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum  

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum  

Pelecanidae (Pelicans)  

American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos  

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis  

Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)  

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus  

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis  

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  

Great Egret Ardea alba  

Snowy Egret Egretta thula  

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea  

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor  

Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens  

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  

Green Heron Butorides virescens  

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea  
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Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills)  

White Ibis Eudocimus albus  

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  

White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi  

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja  

Cathartidae (New World Vultures)  

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus  

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura  

Pandionidae (Osprey)  

Osprey Pandion haliaetus  

Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)  

White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus  

Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis EXT 

Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius  

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus  

Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus EXT 

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus  

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus  

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni  

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis  

Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)  

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana EXT 

Picidae (Woodpeckers)  

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus  

Golden-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes aurifrons EXT 

Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus  

Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens  

Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris EXT 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Dryobates borealis  

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus  
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Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras)  

Crested Caracara Caracara plancus  

American Kestrel Falco sparverius  

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus EXT 

Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers)  

Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens  

Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens EXT 

Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans EXT 

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe H/EXT 

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus EXT 

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens EXT 

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus EXT 

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus EXT 

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus EXT 

Couch's Kingbird Tyrannus couchii EXT 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis  

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus  

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus  

Vireonidae (Vireos, Shrike-Babblers, and Erpornis)  

Black-capped Vireo Vireo atricapilla EXT 

White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus  

Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii EXT 

Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni EXT 

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons  

Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius  

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  

Laniidae (Shrikes)  

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus  

Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies)  

Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas EXT 

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata  

Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma woodhouseii EXT 
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American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos  

Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus  

Common Raven Corvus corax  

Paridae (Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice)  

Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis  

Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor  

Black-crested Titmouse Baeolophus atricristatus EXT 

Alaudidae (Larks)  

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris  

Hirundinidae (Swallows)  

Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis  

Purple Martin Progne subis  

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor  

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota  

Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva EXT 

Aegithalidae (Long-tailed Tits)  

Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus EXT 

Regulidae (Kinglets)  

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Corthylio calendula EXT 

Sittidae (Nuthatches)  

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis H 

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla  

Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers)  

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea  

Troglodytidae (Wrens)  

Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus H/EXT 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon EXT 

Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris  

Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus  

Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii EXT 
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Sturnidae (Starlings)  

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris  

Mimidae (Mockingbirds and Thrashers)  

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis  

Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre EXT 

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum  

Long-billed Thrasher Toxostoma longirostre EXT 

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos  

Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies)  

Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis  

Veery Catharus fuscescens  

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus  

Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus  

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus  

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina  

Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

Fringillidae (Finches, Euphonias, and Allies)  

House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus  

Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria EXT 

Passerellidae (New World Sparrows)  

Bachman's Sparrow Peucaea aestivalis  

Olive Sparrow Arremonops rufivirgatus EXT 

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina  

Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida EXT 

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus EXT 

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys EXT 

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  

Seaside Sparrow Ammospiza maritima  

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis  

Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii EXT 

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana  
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Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps EXT 

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus EXT 

Icteriidae (Yellow-breasted Chat)  

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens  

Icteridae (Troupials and Allies)  

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus EXT 

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna  

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius  

Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus EXT 

Audubon's Oriole Icterus graduacauda EXT 

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula  

Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum EXT 

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus  

Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus EXT 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater  

Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula  

Boat-tailed Grackle Quiscalus major  

Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus  

Parulidae (New World Warblers)  

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla  

Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum  

Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla  

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis  

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera  

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera  

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia  

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea  

Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii  

Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina  

Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata EXT 

Nashville Warbler Leiothlypis ruficapilla EXT 

Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa  
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Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas  

Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina  

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla  

Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina  

Northern Parula Setophaga americana  

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi EXT 

Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia  

Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia  

Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica  

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata  

Black-throated Blue Warbler Setophaga caerulescens  

Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus  

Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata  

Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica  

Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor  

Golden-cheeked Warbler Setophaga chrysoparia EXT 

Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens  

Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla EXT 

Cardinalidae (Cardinals and Allies)  

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra  

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea  

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis  

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus  

Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea  

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea  

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris  

Dickcissel Spiza americana  
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OTHER WILDLIFE  

American Alligator Alligator mississippiensis 

Green Anole Anolis carolinensis  

Common Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina 

Nine-banded armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus 

Mexican free-tailed bat Tadarida brasiliensis 

Raccoon Procyon lotor 

Swamp Rabbit Sylvilagus aquaticus 

Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus 

Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger 
 


