
Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    1 

 

Borneo: 
Birding with a Camera 

29th October – 10th November, 2018     
 

Tour leader: Charley Hesse  
Report & photos Charley Hesse  

 

 
 

There are countless reasons to visit Borneo. Many come see its most famous residents, like the Orangutan, 
the outrageous-looking Proboscis Monkey or the forest dwelling Bornean Pygmy Elephants. Others to see 
its strange insect-eating pitcher plants or climb up Mount Kinabalu. We saw all these things but also explored 
the fantastic birdlife with our cameras. We had fantastic photo opportunities of some of the most exciting 
birdlife that Asia has to offer, including the colourful and comical-looking Black-and-yellow Broadbill (pictured 
above) and the dazzling Blue-eared Kingfisher of lowland forest rivers. In fact these 2 birds tied for 1st place 
in our ‘Bird of the Trip’ competition. Of the almost 220 bird species seen on our trip (another 25sp were only 
heard), almost 160 species were photographed, which is a staggeringly high percentage (over 70%). Some 
of our photographic highlights included: Being surrounded by new sunbirds, white-eyes and warblers at eye-
level in the soft light on our first afternoon at Mount Kinabalu; having a close encounter with the Bornean 
Green-Magpie on our final morning at the same site; our drive in to Danum Valley seeing our first pygmy 
elephants and Leopard Cat; finding our first Orangutan there and our amazing night drives and walks in 
search of owls and frogmouths; enjoying our birds-eye views at Sepilok forest canopy walk and last but not 
least exploring the Kinabatangan River and its tributaries by day and night in search of kingfishers, hornbills 
and the rare Storm’s Stork. It was truly an unforgettable adventure.     
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30th October – Kota Kinabalu to Mount Kinabalu 
Our Borneo adventure began with a leisurely breakfast and departure from our luxurious hotel in Kota 
Kinabalu. It was only a 2-hour drive to Mount Kinabalu and we planned a couple of stops along the way. 
Cloud was covering most of the mountain although occasionally the top would poke out for a short time. We 
stopped at a small shop with a view of the mountain but the surrounding tress failed to produce any birds so 
we continued to a popular viewpoint further on. We spent quite some time here walking along the edge 
scanning the nearby trees. We had more luck here and saw quite a few birds. The tiny, flittery Plume-toed 
Swiftlet was common here and we also saw several Gray-rumped Treeswifts, White-breasted 
Woodswallows and a single Oriental Honey-buzzard. In a grassy areas we saw Yellow-vented Bulbul 
and the Bornean endemic Dusky Munia, while in the trees a Little Cuckoo-Dove, Olive-backed Sunbird 
and after some effort, the Bprnean endemic Gold-faced Barbet. It had been a good start and we drove on 
to our hotel for lunch where we found Gray Wagtail and our first good photographic subject, a Scaly-
breasted Munia. After lunch and a rest in our rooms, we set of for the park where we spent the afternoon. 
 

 
The cheeky Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrushes are full of personality. 

 
We had a couple of stops up from the park entrance but it was still pretty quiet, and only when we got to the 
Livagu Restaurant area did it start to pick up. In the trees around the parking lot we spotted a pair of 
Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrushes and an Ochraceous Bulbul. We took a walk behind the restaurant 
and found another little pocket of activity where we found Hair-crested Drongo, Blue-and-white Flycatcher 
and a flyby of the stunning Bornean Green-Magpie. We drove higher up the power station road and had a 
quick stop at a view point over the mountain which was mostly covered in cloud. Here we found and 
photographed the skulking Sunda Bush Warbler, then found Golden-naped Barbet and several Bornean 
Treepies in the surrounding trees. The highlight of the afternoon though was our time spent on the platform 
over the Timpahopn Gate, where treks up Mount Kinabalu start. The mountain had now cleared, the sun was 
out and Bornean Swiftlets were criss-crossing the blue sky. We had fantastic activity and enjoyed taking 
pictures of Blyth's Shrike-Babbler, White-throated Fantail, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Mountain Leaf 
Warbler, Black-capped White-eye and the gaudy Temminck's Sunbird in the warm afternoon light. It had 
been a great first look at the birds of this very special mountain. On the way out, we stopped at a lower 
viewpoint over the clear mountain before heading back to our nearby lodge. 
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Black-capped White-eye & White-throated Fantail on our first afternoon at Mt Kinabalu. 
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31st October – Mount Kinabalu 
We arrived at the gate at dawn and started driving up the winding road up the road to the power station at 
the top. We were on the lookout for birds on the way up and found Eyebrowed Jungle-Flycatcher, Bornean 
Whistling-Thrush and Orange-headed Thrush. We ate our breakfast at the top and then went to the 
platform over the gate, but it was very quiet compared to yesterday. We heard Crimson-headed Partridge 
quite close and had brief views of Little Cuckoo-Dove, then decided to start walking back down the road. A 
Dark Hawk-Cuckoo called loudly which we were able to call in and get photos of. We also had a bit of 
flocking activity with some colourful Gray-chinned Minivets, plus Yellow-breasted Warbler and Chestnut-
crested Yuhina. Lower down we found a great spot with tons of birds. We started off with some skulking 
Gray-throated Babblers and good views of Mountain Tailorbird which we had been hearing all over. Then 
a large flock moved through with Lesser Cuckooshrike, Blyth's Shrike-Babbler, Ashy Drongo, White-
throated Fantail, the popular Velvet-fronted Nuthatch and Ferruginous & Indigo Flycatchers. I heard a 
Whitehead’s Broadbill call, and later one of the clients said they had seen a large green bird fly in, but it 
quickly disappeared. 
   

 
Yellow-breasted Warbler singing its head off. 

 
We continued birding our way downslope and heard a commotion which turned out to be a mixed flock of 
Sunda & Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrushes. We got to the large clearing around the Livagu restaurant 
and birded a little around there before lunch. Plume-toed Swiftlets zipped constantly overhead and we 
added a soaring raptor which we identified as Oriental Honey-buzzard. I found a Gray Wagtail around the 
edge of the building, a female Little Pied Flycatcher up in the trees and great views of the endemic Black-
sided Flowerpecker coming to feed on the low, fruiting Melastome bushes know as ‘Pink Maiden’. After a 
delicious lunch, it started to rain so we waited it out on the balcony. When it stopped, we went back upslope 
to try some of the same spots again. We had both Red-breasted & Crimson-headed Partridges calling 
very close, but they did not show themselves. We took a short walk along a trail and found our first Bornean 
Whistler, but it started to rain so we had to beat a hasty retreat. After driving a few curves, one of the clients 
started feeling a bit motion sick so we took a short walk in the rain with our umbrellas to get some fresh air. 
Good job we did as we picked up the endemic Mountain Wren Babbler which was still active and vocal 
despite the rain. We decided to call it a day and drove out of the park to our lodge. 
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Sunda Laughingthrush & the endemic Black-sided Flowerpecker. Many birds here were banded. 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    6 

1st November – Mount Kinabalu 
Yesterday we left early but today we felt we could do better. I brought a spotlight to scan the road for possible 
partridges and thrushes but in vain. We ate our much improved packed breakfasts on the platform over the 
gate at the trailhead but all was quiet there too and we started thinking that we could have had a bit of extra 
time in bed. On starting our walk back down the road, things improved quickly, and we got off to a great start 
by finding some Red-breasted Partridges close to the road. We had our usual Bornean Whistling-
Thrushes which seemed very fond of perching on the metal crash barriers and several Sunda Bush 
Warblers which seemed fond of hopping around the ferns. Other birds included White-throated Fantail, 
Bornean Treepie and Indigo Flycatcher. After yesterday’s hopeful Mountain Serpent-Eagle had turned into 
an Oriental Honey-Buzzard, so today’s turned into a Blyth's Hawk-Eagle. We had brief views of our first 
Maroon Woodpecker in flight and then found a mixed flock with Gray-chinned Minivet and Ashy Drongo. 
Further on we flushed our first White-crowned Forktail from the middle of the road and it flew up a narrow 
stream not to return. A short walk along a muddy trail in search of Whitehead’s Trogon proved fruitless but 
we final caught up with a Whitehead's Broadbill mixed in a flock of Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrushes, 
although the broadbill quickly made itself scarce and most only saw it dropping out of the tree.  
 

 
Plain-throated Sunbird has stunning iridescence when you see it close up. 

 
We decided to do a nice long trail which was pretty but we with very few birds. We did add the cute 
Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel and a small flock with Yellow-breasted Warbler, Little Pied Flycatcher and 
Temminck's Sunbird before making it to the buildings at the bottom. A pair of Pacific Swallows were perch 
on one of the buildings and a pair of Black-sided Flowerpeckers in a nearby ‘Pink Maiden’ fruiting bush. It 
was lunch time and we enjoyed a great buffet and sat on the balcony outside scanning the nearby trees and 
saw a few Black-capped White-eyes and Bornean Black-banded Squirrels coming to feed on berries. 
After our long trail of the morning, most felt like an easier afternoon, so we visited the botanical garden which 
was easy walking and very pleasant. Birds were conspicuous in their absence at this time of day but we 
enjoyed taking pictures of several species of Pitcher plants. Leaving the gardens, things improved and we 
saw Bornean Treepie and had our best views of Bornean Whistler. It had been an early start, and we were 
ready to call it a day, but we had one more birding stop on the way back, outside a local restaurant where 
we quickly found a nesting Plume-toed Swiftlet, Olive-backed Sunbird plus our target Pygmy White-eye. 
After retiring to our rooms, some of us found a male Plain-throated Sunbird which posed for photos.  
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Pitcher Plants come in all shapes and sizes. 
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2nd November – Mount Kinabalu to Danum Valley 
Sadly, today was our last birding on Mount Kinabalu, and we decided to devote our remaining time to 
exploring the lower areas of the park. We drove only half way up the Power Station Road, and on the way 
spotted another White-crowned Forktail which stayed put for a few seconds allowing us get proper looks. 
We ate our breakfast at a spot that had been productive in the last couple of days. Half way through our fried 
rice, a flock of Chestnut-hooded and Sunda Laughingthrushes showed up and as we checked through 
them, I located our first Checker-throated Woodpecker. After breakfast, we started walking down the road, 
and before long, a Crimson-headed Partridge started calling very close to the road. I scanned the 
vegetation downslope and saw a bright red head and yellow bill sticking out of the leaves and calling 
frantically. I quickly tried to get everybody on the bird but it ducked down, not to reappear. We continued our 
walk and found a few other nice birds, including Bornean Whistler, Eyebrowed Jungle-Flyctacher and 
Pygmy Flycatcher.  
 

 
A pair of Bornean Green-Magpies were the perfect photographic subjects. 

 
Our driver took us down lower, and walking another stretch of road we saw a large, green bird hop out into 
the road ahead of us. On closer inspection we found it to be a Bornean Green-Magpie. A man was walking 
ahead of us along the road and a car coming from behind, so we motioned for both of them to keep still for 
a few seconds so we could photograph the magpies. They finally hopped off the road but stayed close and 
we got even better photos of these stunning birds. This was definitely the highlight of the morning and our 
final walk only produced a bright red Temmink’s Sunbird. We said goodbye to Mt Kinabalu, drove back to 
Kota Kinabalu and after a buffet lunch, checked in to our flights to Lahad Datu. We were me at the other end 
by a driver from out lodge at Danum Valley, and after a short introduction at the office in town we set off on 
the 2 and a half hour drive to get there. The entrance road was great for mammals and we saw Bornean 
Pygmy Elephants 3 times as well as the cute Lesser Mouse Deer, a large Sambar Deer and the highlight, 
a Leopard Cat. The lodge was delightful with gorgeous rooms and a wonderful restaurant. The perfect place 
to base ourselves for the next 3 days. 
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Bornean Pygmy-Elephants & Leopard Cat on our drive into Danum Valley. 
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3rd November – Danum Valley 
Today was our first full day of birding at Danum. There was very little overlap with Kinabalu so almost 
everything we saw was new. We walked along the road with our excellent local guide and started picking up 
lots of birds, including Bornean Blue-Flycatcher, Rufous-winged Philentoma, Bold-striped Tit-Babbler, 
Moustached & Chestnut-winged Babblers and White-crowned Shama. The early morning in the forest 
was fairly dark with limited chance for photos, but it soon brightened up and we got shots of a couple of forest 
gems, with Diard’s Trogon and Rufous-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher. We saw several flowerpeckers, 
including Yellow-breasted, Yellow-rumped & Orange-bellied Flowerpeckers and a couple of raptors, with 
Crested Serpent-Eagle and Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle. We reached an slightly more open area with big trees 
and saw a lot of stuff, with Brown, Yellow-crowned & Blue-eared Barbets, Raffle’s & Red-billed 
Malkohas, Violet Cuckoo, Green Iora, Lesser Green Leafbird and Puff-backed Bulbul. We spent a bit 
of time trying for the endemic Black-throated Wren-Babbler, but only got brief views of this skulker. We 
went down a trail for a while and saw Chestnut-breasted Malkoha and Blue-headed Pitta, but the 
photography was challenging and leeches were a bit of an issue. Walking back along the road, we added 
Sooty-capped Babbler before going back for lunch 
 

 
Sunda Frogmouth was a big hit on our night drive. 

 
After an afternoon rest, we went for an afternoon walk along some trails and found Whiskered Tree-Swift, 
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher, Hairy-backed Bulbul, Brown Fulvetta, Spotted Fantail and the 
skulking Chestnut-backed Scimitar-Babbler. We found some evidence of Orangutans passing through, 
with some chewed up bark. Our guide received word over the walkie-talkie that a herd of Bornean Pygmy 
Elephants was heading our way. We heard them calling in the forest not too far away, so for security we 
walked quickly back to the lodge. After dinner we took a night drive along the entrance road which was 
extremely productive, and we found Lesser Mouse Deer, Sambar Deer, Binturong, Thomas’s & Red 
Giant Flying-Squirrel, and Common Palm Civet. We had more good sightings of Bornean Pygmy 
Elephant, but the highlight of the evening was the weird-looking Sunda Frogmouth which our eagle-eyed 
local guide somehow managed to spot. It had been an amazing day in the Danum Valley. 
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4th November – Danum Valley 
During our dawn breakfast, we had Rhinoceros Hornbills flying over which was a great start to the day. 
Today we drove out in one of the lodge vehicles further along the entrance road than yesterday. The guide 
spotted a perched Barred Eagle-Owl, and we got out to walk a bit closer for photos of this huge owl. A little 
further along we struck gold and found our first Orangutan. It was a young male sat high up on a bare branch, 
but it soon swung down into a fruiting tree and we watched it for almost half an hour. It was a big relief and 
as some clients had been regularly asking me when we were going to see them. In the area we also picked 
up Finsch’s Bulbul, the electric blue Asian Fairy Bluebird and heard some Crested Shrikejays. We drove 
on to a forestry checkpoint with a tall antenna that was a regular perch for White-fronted Falconet. Other 
than the falconets, there were a bunch of other good birds in the area, and we saw Raffles, Chestnut-
breasted & Black-bellied Malkohas, Red-bearded Bee-eater, Green Iora, Lesser Green Leafbird and a 
gorgeous male Crimson Sunbird. On the way back, we stopped to take a walk along a forest trail. We 
picked up some quality forest interior birds, like Banded Kingfisher, Rufous-tailed Shama, Grey-chested 
Jungle-Flycatcher and brief views of a pair of Blue-headed Pittas, but the light was challenging and again 
the leeches were an issue although the group worked well as a team, scanning clothes for intruders.  
 

 
Bornean Banded Kingfisher: A potential split. 

 
We retreated to the entrance road again and picked up a handful of other birds with Chestnut-rumped & 
Scaly-crowned Babblers. I had been on the look out for the endemic Bornean Spiderhunter, and at lunch, 
one actually came into the restaurant, presumably hunting spiders. I didn’t have my camera on me so rushed 
back to the room and luckily it came back to feed in a fruiting tree next to our table, along with a Gray-bellied 
Bulbul. In the afternoon, we drove out along the entrance road again, looking for hornbills. We had good 
views of Bushy-crested & Black Hornbills but only heard Rhinoceros & Helmeted Hornbills. The latter 
now a critically endangered species due persecution for its solid red casque, known as red ivory. On the way 
back, we added a few more things, like Red Leaf Monkey, Orange-backed Woodpecker, Greater Racket-
tailed Drongo and Brown-backed Needletail. After dusk and before dinner, a couple of us hit the trails in 
search of Large Frogmouth. The guide had the bird well staked out, and after a few calls, it flew in to give 
us amazing views. At dinner, some wailing cats turned out to be fighting Malay Civets which we got a good 
view of. A few more joined us for an after dinner night walk, on which we saw a huge Huge Tarantula, a pair 
of Crested Fireback pheasants sleeping in the trees, a Buffy Fish-Owl on the goal post, the beautiful 
Bornean Brown Wood-Owl and even a Bearded Pig feeding behind the staff quarters. Another full day. 
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Borneo’s Brown Wood-Owl is another potential split. A Bearded Pig getting down and dirty. 
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5th November – Danum to Sepilok 
On our final morning at Danum, we were visiting the canopy walkway. Unfortunately, a few months ago, one 
of the trees on the walkway had been hit by lightening and it basically chopped the walkway in half. Now we 
only had half to explore. Of the remaining 3 accessible platforms, the first had by far the most activity with 
fruiting and flowering trees. The first thing we saw when we got up there was Red Langur. They used the 
cabler to run quickly between the trees, and they looked a bit annoyed that we had invaded their home. We 
probably spent a couple of hours here and saw Ruby-cheked, Plain, Red-throated & Crimson Sunbirds, 
Whiskered Treeswift perched on the support wires, the tiny Rufous Piculet, a stunning male Scarlet-
rumped Trogon, Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Blyth's Paradise-Flycatcher, White-rumped Shama 
and Lesser Green Leafbird. The guide was looking for a few targets down below and had an endemic 
Bornean Wren-Babbler just inside the forest. I went for a quick look, but most people were happy to stay 
up in the canopy. Just before leaving we had a family of Black Hornbills and a Blyth's Hawk-Eagle fly by.  
 

 
Striped Wren-Babbler is a forest interior specialist. 

 
The canopy activity died down and we wanted a bit of time inside the forest so we descended and walked 
back along the road to a short loop trail. On this we had great views of Striped Wren-Babbler and also 
called in the universally popular Black-and-yellow Broadbill. The trail rejoined the entrance road but along 
here, we added Maroon Woodpecker, plus both Black-and-red & Banded Broadbills. Three species on 
broadbill in half an hour. They were fast becoming a favourite. It was hot now and most people a bit tired, 
but the hardcore dipped back into the forest to try again for pittas. I soon had a Black-crowned Pitta calling 
but the thing wouldn’t come any closer. I decided that going off the trail would be required. After quite a bit 
of bushwhacking, I located the singing bird and got great photos. At lunch, there was quite a bit of activity a 
fruiting tree just next to the balcony and we had great photo ops of Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, 
Charlotte's & Hairy-backed Bulbul. We checked out of our wonderful lodge and started our long drive to 
to Sepilok. 
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Black-crowned Pitta is a rainforest gem. Rufous Piculet is so tiny you could almost miss it. 
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6th November – Sepilok 
We had been told that the Rainforest Discovery Centre only opened at 8am, so we decided to start our 
birding in the grounds of our hotel where there were a lot of fruiting and flowering trees. Before breakfast we 
had already seen Greater & Lesser Green Leafbirds, Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, Olive-backed & 
Crimson Sunbirds, Thick-billed & Spectacled Spiderhunters and a magnificent pair of Black Hornbills. 
After breakfast, we started the short walk down the hill and found our first Greater Racket-tailed Drongo. 
We paid our entry fees and walked through crowds of Malaysians who seemed to be attending some noisy 
team-building event. It got a bit quieter up on the sturdy canopy walkway, and there we saw Raffles's 
Malkoha, Wallace's Hawk-Eagle, and a small flock with Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Green Iora and 
Black-naped Monarch. The canopy was particularly good for bulbul and sunbird species and we saw 
Spectacled, Gray-bellied, Cream-vented & Red-eyed Bulbuls, plus Ruby-cheeked, Plain & Plain-
throated Sunbirds.  
 

 
The male Crimson Sunbird lends a splash of colour wherever it goes. 

 
After lunch back at the lodge and a rest in the heat of the day, we were back at the canopy to continue our 
search for bristlehead. It started off quiet, but picked up towards dusk, and we saw Red-billed Malkoha, 
Wallace's Hawk-Eagle, Bushy-crested & Black Hornbills, Gray-capped Woodpecker, Blue-crowned 
Hanging-Parrot, Fiery Minivet, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, plus Olive-winged & Streaked Bulbuls. We 
met another group and their local guide was good enough to give us some information about where to look 
for bristleheads and pittas tomorrow. Our last bird on the canopy was the cartoon character-like Black-and-
yellow Broadbill which we had at eye level, just a few metres away. We joined the other group to watch a 
pair of Red Giant Flying-Squirrels coming out of their canopy and do their spectacular flights across the 
clearing. During dinner back at the lodge, I managed to find a Brown Boobook calling just near the 
restaurant and we interrupted our meal to take photos of this handsome bird. 
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Male and female Black Hornbills. The male is the one with the big mouth. 
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7th November – Sepilok to Sukau 
It was our last morning at Sepilok and we wanted to get to the canopy walkway early to give ourselves the 
best chance of the endemic Bornean Bristlehead. After an early breakfast, we walked down to Rainforest 
Discovery Centre. On the way, we saw Common Hill Myna, several pretty Blue-throated Bee-eaters, a 
pair of Orange-backed Woodpeckers and the interesting black-bellied Oriental Magpie Robin. We tried 
to keep our birding to a minimum and we were soon at the canopy walkway and the Trogon Tower, where 
we were told was our best chance of seeing the bristlehead. As soon as we got up to the tower, I spotted a 
White-bellied Woodpecker, which flew towards us giving us the chance to get some flight shots. We spent 
an hour and a half up there and saw a few cool things, like Thick-billed Pigeon, a Green Imperial Pigeon 
flying by, Fiery & Scarlet Minivets, Verditer Flycatcher and Thick-billed Spiderhunter. The highlight of 
the morning though were the raptors. We had both Oriental Honey-Buzzard and Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle 
fly in and have a showdown in a tree directly across from the platform. The hawk-eagle seemed to prevail 
the staring contest and the honey-buzzard flew off with the hawk-eagle in pursuit. There was no bristlehead, 
but the chances were always low. We tried looking for pittas along the Pitta Trail but none were coming in. 
 

 
Rhinoceros hornbill in flight. 

 
After lunch we were picked up by our next guide, who took us to the jetty where we boarded a boat down 
the Kinabatangan river to our next lodge. Pulling out we saw our first Common Sandpiper on the water’s 
edge and a Great-crested Tern feeding a short way out. The ride was particularly good for raptors and we 
had Changeable Hawk-Eagle, White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Brahminy Kite in some numbers. We also 
had Rhinoceros & Wrinkled Hornbills, plus our first Proboscis Monkeys, Bearded Pig, a fairly big 
Saltwater Crocodile and a big flock of Asian Glossy Starlings. After our welcome drink and orientation at 
the lodge, we had a short evening cruise. On the way to the Jetty, our guide pointed out a Bornean Colugo 
or ‘flying lemur’ up in a tree holding a baby. On our short boat ride, we saw more Proboscis Monkeys, 
Silvered Leaf Monkey and Long-tailed Macaques. I had been promising abundant hornbills for days and 
I came through with more Bushy-crested & Oriental Pied Hornbills. The globally threatened Lesser 
Adjutant Stork was our last bird of the day before heading back to freshen up before dinner. 
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Amazing Primates of Borneo: Orangutan & Proboscis Monkey. 
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8th November – Kinabatangan River 
Today we took a morning boat ride up a tributary of the Kinabatangan River called the Menanggol. At the 
start of it we were entertained by a group of Long-tailed Macaques crossing a wire over the river. A little 
further on we saw our first Pig-tailed Macaque. It was nice and cool in the morning and felt great to be on 
the river with the nice quiet electric motor. The birds were active and vocal, and we had White-chested 
Babblers singing away from the undergrowth and a pair of Malaysian Blue Flycatchers fly across the river. 
We had Spectacled Bulbul, Ashy Tailorbird and Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers flitting about but nothing 
to get pictures of until we found a fruiting tree with Little Green-Pigeon and Blue-eared Barbet feeding in 
it. A pair of Maroon Woodpeckers called nearby and we called them in for nice pictures and we also saw 
our first Bornean Black Magpie fly over. Other flyovers were of Green Imperial-Pigeon, Brown-backed 
Needletail, Long-tailed Parakeet and Oriental Pied-Hornbill. People had been asking about kingfishers 
today and we finally got close to a stunning Blue-eared Kingfisher, and we also got great pictures of Black-
and-red Broadbill. One of the major targets along the Kinabatangan was the endangered Storm's Stork. 
We had a distant pair in flight, and further on caught up with them perched next to the river. There was a bit 
of flocking activity, with Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike and Green Iora before it started to rain.  
 

 
The endangered Storm’s Stork 

 
We turned back towards the lodge and put up our umbrellas but it was a deluge and we still got a bit wet. 
We did have Wrinkled Hornbill and our first Stork-billed Kingfishers flying but that was it for the morning. 
It was a relief to get back to the lodge and put some dry clothes and have a rest before lunch. During our 
rest after lunch, I found an Orangutang on the boardwalk behind the lodge. I went to get the clients and we 
all had good views of a mother with her 3-year old offspring. Afterwards some of us also saw Silvered Leaf-
Monkeys. In the afternoon, we took a drive to Gomantong Cave. Half way down the entrance road to the 
cave, we found a fallen tree blocking the road. We felt that we would lose our chance to get to the cave if we 
waited and decided to walk in. It was almost dusk when we got there, but an endless stream of Wrinkle-
lipped Bats were still coming out and there was a Bat Hawk flying high overhead. We walked in and started 
seeing the first nests that belonged to Plume-toed Swiftlet, followed by Mossy-nest, Black-nest and 
White-nest Swiftlets. Also in the cave were centipedes, cockroaches, and a bullfrog. It was a totally unique 
experience, but a little creepy. After dinner back at the lodge, some of us took a night cruise and had great 
views of sleeping White-chested Babbler, Blue-eared & Stork-billed Kingfishers and a Buffy Fish-Owl. 
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Stork-billed & Blue-eared Kingfishers on our night cruise was one of the highlights. 
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9th November – Kinabatangan River 
Today we stuck to the main river in search of hornbills, but the first bird we saw was Stork-billed Kingfisher. 
Unfortunately, our views were only distant and people that hadn’t come on the night cruise last night still 
wanted to see it better. We did have a really good morning though, for hornbills with Wrinkled, Bushy-
crested, Black & Oriental Pied-Hornbills, and raptors too with Jerdon's Baza, Brahminy Kite, Wallace's 
Hawk-Eagle, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Gray-headed Fish-Eagle and Crested Goshawk. Scanning the 
riverside trees, we found Little Green-Pigeon, Greater Coucal, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Dollarbird and 
Common Hill Myna. We also had flybys of Lesser Adjutant and several Purple Herons. One of the biggest 
targets in this area was the Bornean Ground-Cuckoo, an incredibly rare and secretive bird. Our guide took 
us to a spot for it and it responded to our calls but unfortunately didn’t come in. We had to be happy with our 
first Malaysian Pied-Fantail and Malaysian Blue Flycatcher.  
 

 
Saltwater Crocodiles are the biggest threat to young monkeys. 

 
We went back to the lodge for lunch and a rest and went back out for our last boat ride in the afternoon. We 
explored the main river again and saw Little Green-Pigeon and Green Imperial-Pigeon, more great views 
of Black & Oriental Pied-Hornbills and the huge White-bellied Woodpecker. We had the endangered 
Storm's Stork flying over again and we checked Plume-toed Swiftlets nesting under an overhang of a cliff. 
We had good raptor action again, with Crested Serpent-Eagle, great views of White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
and our first Lesser Fish-Eagle of the trip. The best raptor though was a Changeable Hawk-Eagle which 
swooped down to the river’s edge and caught what we figured out later to be a White-breasted Waterhen, 
right before our eyes. It flew up to a tree with its prize and started plucking feathers from it. In the late 
afternoon, we spent some time watching Proboscis Monkeys, Silvered Langurs and Stump-tailed 
Macaques. At one point they were giving alarm calls at Saltwater Crocodile waiting below for any young 
monkeys to fall in. While watching them, a large bright orange bird shot by. We figured it must be a Stork-
billed Kingfisher, so we followed where it had flown and played the tape. It responded nicely and flew up 
into a tree to give good views. It was a great last bird of the day. 
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10th November – Gomantong to Sandakan 
It was the final morning of the trip. We were sad to be leaving our wonderful lodge on the Kinabatangan 
River, and after an early breakfast, we checked out and took a short boat ride to Sukau where we transferred 
to a vehicle. We had a small group of Dusky Munias hopping around in the grass as we set off on the 30-
minute drive to Gomantong. Although we weren’t visiting the cave today, we were birding the paved entrance 
road through forest. There were blue skies so no worries about getting rained on, and we thought we would 
be free of leeches although I found one intrepid little fellow that somehow made it to my camera lens. Our 
local guide was given the brief of finding us brightly coloured birds or hornbills, and he found us Large Green-
Pigeon, Blue-throated Bee-eater and Dollarbird on top of trees. We only heard Rufous-collared 
Kingfisher, Rhinoceros Hornbill and the rare Short-toed Coucal, but we did find a group of Bushy-
crested Hornbills. Malaysian Pied-Fantail, Black-throated and Sooty-capped Babblers were shunned 
in favour of the more colourful Ruby-cheeked & Van Hasselt's Sunbirds, and the neatly patterned Purple-
naped Spiderhunter. We had flybys of Raffles's Malkoha and Long-tailed Parakeet, plus Crested 
Goshawk and several Crested Serpent-Eagles drying their wings. Our final birds were a pair of stunning 
Hooded Pittas which although offering good views, evaded our lenses. A fitting end to a wonderful trip. We 
were taken to Sandakan where we started our long journeys home. 
 

 
Large Green-Pigeon was one of several green pigeon species seen on this trip. 

 
 
 
BIRD OF THE TRIP 

 
Joint  1st place Black-and-yellow Broadbill 

     Blue-eared Kingfisher    
   3rd place Velvet-fronted Nuthatch 
   4th place  Bornean Green-Magpie 
  Joint  5th place Banded Kingfisher  
     Sunda Frogmouth 
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BIRD LIST 
Taxonomy follows: The eBird/Clements Checklist of Birds of the World v2018. 
 
PHEASANTS, GROUSE AND ALLIES: Phasianidae  
Red-breasted Partridge  Arborophila hyperythra   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii graydoni  Endemic subspecies 
Vulnerable. Heard at Sukau. 
Great Argus     Argusianus argus grayi   Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Heard at Danum. 
Crimson-headed Partridge   Haematortyx sanguiniceps   Borneo Endemic  
Seen by the guide at Mt Kinabalu and heard by everybody. 
Crested Fireback    Lophura ignita nobilis   Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
 
GREBES: Podicipedidae  
Little Grebe    Tachybaptus ruficollis   
Seen at Sukau. 
 
PIGEONS AND DOVES: Columbidae  
Rock Pigeon     Columba livia    
Introduced. Seen at Kota Kinabalu. 
Spotted Dove    Streptopelia chinensis   
Seen at Kota Kinabalu & near Gomantong. 
Little Cuckoo-Dove   Macropygia ruficeps nana   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Asian Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps indica   
Seen briefly in flight at Sukau. 
Zebra Dove    Geopelia striata   
Seen at Kota Kinabalu & Sepilok. 
Little Green-Pigeon   Treron olax   
Seen at Sukau. 
Thick-billed Pigeon   Treron curvirostra   
Seen at Sepilok. 
Large Green-Pigeon   Treron capellei   
Vulnerable. Seen at Sukau. 
Green Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula aenea   
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau.  
 
CUCKOOS: Cuculidae  
Bornean Ground-cuckoo   Carpococcyx radiceus   Borneo Endemic  
Near-threatened. Heard at Sukau. 
Short-toed Coucal    Centropus rectunguis   
Vulnerable. Heard at Gomantong. 
Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis   
Seen at Sukau. Heard at Danum & Sepilok. 
Raffles's Malkoha   Rhinortha chlorophaeus   
Seen at Danum, Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong.  
Red-billed Malkoha   Zanclostomus javanicus   
Seen at Danum. 
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris microrhinus Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Black-bellied Malkoha   Phaenicophaeus diardi borneensis Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
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Violet Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus   
Seen at Danum & Gomantong. 
Banded Bay Cuckoo   Cacomantis sonneratii   
Heard at Danum & Sepilok. 
Plaintive Cuckoo   Cacomantis merulinus   
Heard at Danum & Sukau. 
Square-tailed Drongo-cuckoo Surniculus lugubris   
Heard at Sepilok & Sukau. 
Dark Hawk-Cuckoo   Hierococcyx bocki   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Indian Cuckoo   Cuculus micropterus   
Heard at Danum & Sepilok. 
 
FROGMOUTHS: Podargidae  
Large Frogmouth   Batrachostomus auritus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Sunda Frogmouth   Batrachostomus cornutus   
Seen at Danum. 
 
SWIFTS: Apodidae  
Silver-rumped Needletail  Rhaphidura leucopygialis   
Seen at Danum. 
Brown-backed Needletail  Hirundapus giganteus   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Plume-toed Swiftlet   Collocalia affinis   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu, Danum, Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong. 
Bornean Swiftlet   Collocalia linchi    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Mossy-nest Swiftlet   Aerodramus salangana   
Seen at Gomantong. 
Black-nest Swiftlet   Aerodramus maximus   
Seen at Gomantong. 
White-nest Swiftlet   Aerodramus fuciphagus   
Seen at Gomantong. 
 
TREESWIFTS: Hemiprocnidae  
Gray-rumped Treeswift  Hemiprocne longipennis   
Seen at Nabalu. 
Whiskered Treeswift   Hemiprocne comata   
Seen at Danum. 
 
RAILS, GALLINULES AND COOTS: Rallidae  
White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus   
Seen in a Changeable Hawk-Eagle’s talons a Sukau. 
 
SANDPIPER AND ALLIES: Scolopacidae  
Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos   
Seen at Sandakan. 
 
GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS: Laridae  
Great Crested Tern   Thalasseus bergii   
Seen at Sandakan. 
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STORKS: Ciconiidae  
Storm's Stork    Ciconia stormi   
Endangered. Seen at Sukau. 
Lesser Adjutant   Leptoptilos javanicus   
Vulnerable. Seen at Sukau. 
 
ANHINGAS: Anhingidae  
Oriental Darter   Anhinga melanogaster   
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
 
HERONS, EGRETS AND BITTERNS: Ardeidae  
Purple Heron    Ardea purpurea   
Seen at Sukau & Gomantong. 
Great Egret    Ardea alba   
Seen at Sukau. 
Intermediate Egret   Mesophoyx intermedia   
Seen at Kota Kinabalu. 
Little Egret    Egretta garzetta   
Seen at Sukau & Gomantong. 
Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis coromandus   
Seen at all sites. 
 
HAWKS, EAGLES AND KITES: Accipitridae  
Oriental Honey-buzzard  Pernis ptilorhynchus   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu & Sepilok. 
Jerdon's Baza   Aviceda jerdoni borneensis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sukau. 
Crested Serpent-Eagle  Spilornis cheela pallidus   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sukau & Gomantong. 
Bat Hawk    Macheiramphus alcinus   
Seen at Gomantong. 
Changeable Hawk-Eagle  Nisaetus limnaeetus   
Seen at Sukau. 
Blyth's Hawk-Eagle   Nisaetus alboniger   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu & Danum. 
Wallace's Hawk-Eagle   Nisaetus nanus   
Vulnerable. Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Crested Goshawk   Accipiter trivirgatus microstictus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sukau & Gomantong. 
Brahminy Kite   Haliastur indus   
Seen at Sukau. 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster   
Seen at Sepilok & Sukau. 
Lesser Fish-Eagle    Ichthyophaga humilis   
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
Gray-headed Fish-Eagle  Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
 
BARN-OWLS: Tytonidae  
Oriental Bay-Owl   Phodilus badius   
Heard at Sepilok & Sukau. 
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OWLS: Strigidae  
Sunda Scops-Owl   Otus lempiji lemurum   Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Sepilok. 
Barred Eagle-Owl   Bubo sumatranus   
Seen at Danum. 
Buffy Fish-Owl   Ketupa ketupu   
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Brown Wood-Owl   Strix leptogrammica vaga   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Brown Boobook   Ninox scutulata borneensis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok. 
 
TROGONS: Trogonidae  
Diard's Trogon   Harpactes d. diardii    Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Scarlet-rumped Trogon   Harpactes duvaucelii    
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
 
HORNBILLS: Bucerotidae  
Helmeted Hornbill   Buceros vigil      
Critically endangered. Heard at Danum. 
Rhinoceros Hornbill   Buceros rhinoceros borneoensis  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum & Sukau. Heard at Sepilok & Gomantong. 
Bushy-crested Hornbill  Anorrhinus galeritus   
Seen at Danum, Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong. 
Black Hornbill    Anthracoceros malayanus    
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Oriental Pied-Hornbill   Anthracoceros albirostris   
Seen at Sukau. 
Wreathed Hornbill   Rhyticeros undulatus   
Seen at Danum & Gomantong. 
Wrinkled Hornbill    Rhabdotorrhinus corrugatus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
 
KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae  
Blue-eared Kingfisher  Alcedo meninting   
Seen at Sukau. 
Rufous-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx rufidorsa motleyi   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Banded Kingfisher   Lacedo pulchella melanops   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Stork-billed Kingfisher  Pelargopsis capensis innominata  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sukau. 
Collared Kingfisher   Todiramphus chloris   
Seen near Gomantong. 
Rufous-collared Kingfisher  Actenoides concretus borneanus  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Heard at Gomantong. 
 
BEE-EATERS: Meropidae  
Red-bearded Bee-eater  Nyctyornis amictus   
Seen at Danum.  
Blue-throated Bee-eater  Merops viridis   
Seen at Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong. 
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ROLLERS: Coraciidae  
Dollarbird    Eurystomus orientalis   
Seen at Sukau & Gomantong. 
 
ASIAN BARBETS: Megalaimidae  
Brown Barbet   Calorhamphus fuliginosus   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Blue-eared Barbet   Psilopogon duvaucelii duvaucelii   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Red-throated Barbet   Psilopogon mystacophanos   
Near-threatened. Heard at Danum. 
Golden-naped Barbet   Psilopogon pulcherrimus   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Yellow-crowned Barbet   Psilopogon henricii brachyrhynchus Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Gold-faced Barbet    Psilopogon chrysopsis   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. Heard at Danum. 
 
WOODPECKERS: Picidae  
Rufous Piculet   Sasia abnormis   
Seen at Danum. 
Gray-capped Woodpecker  Yungipicus canicapillus aurantiiventris Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok. 
Maroon Woodpecker  Blythipicus rubiginosus   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu, Danum & Sukau. 
Orange-backed Woodpecker Reinwardtipicus validus   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Buff-rumped Woodpecker  Meiglyptes tristis   
Heard at Gomantong. 
Crimson-winged Woodpecker Picus puniceus   
Seen at Danum. Heard at Sepilok. 
Checker-throated Woodpecker Chrysophlegma mentale humii   
Near-threatened. Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
White-bellied Woodpecker  Dryocopus javensis   
Seen at Sepilok & Sukau. 
 
FALCONS AND CARACARAS: Falconidae  
White-fronted Falconet   Microhierax latifrons   Borneo Endemic 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
 
OLD WORLD PARROTS: Psittaculidae  
Blue-rumped Parrot    Psittinus cyanurus     
Near-threatened. Heard at Danum. 
Long-tailed Parakeet  Psittacula longicauda    
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau & Gomantong. 
Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot Loriculus galgulus   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
    
AFRICAN & GREEN BROADBILLS: Calyptomenidae  
Whitehead's Broadbill   Calyptomena whiteheadi   Borneo Endemic  
Seen briefly at Mt Kinabalu. 
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ASIAN AND GRAUER'S BROADBILLS: Eurylaimidae  
Black-and-red Broadbill  Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Banded Broadbill   Eurylaimus javanicus brookei  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. Heard at Sepilok & Gomantong.  
Black-and-yellow Broadbill   Eurylaimus ochromalus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum & Sepilok. Heard at Sukau & Gomantong. 
 
PITTAS: Pittidae  
Black-crowned Pitta   Erythropitta ussheri    Borneo Endemic  
Near-threatened. Seen by the guide at Danum. Heard at Sepilok & Gomantong. 
Blue-headed Pitta    Hydrornis baudii    Borneo Endemic  
Vulnerable. Seen at Danum. 
Hooded Pitta    Pitta sordida   
Seen at Gomantong. 
 
THORNBILLS AND ALLIES: Acanthizidae  
Golden-bellied Gerygone  Gerygone sulphurea sulphurea   
Heard at Danum. 
 
VANGAS, HELMETSHRIKES AND ALLIES: Vangidae  
Black-winged Flycatcher-Shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Rufous-winged Philentoma  Philentoma pyrhoptera   
Seen at Danum. 
Maroon-breasted Philentoma  Philentoma velata     
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
 
WOODSWALLOWS: Artamidae  
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus   
Seen at Nabalu. 
 
IORAS: Aegithinidae  
Common Iora    Aegithina tiphia   
Heard at Sukau. 
Green Iora     Aegithina viridissima   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau.  
 
CUCKOOSHRIKES: Campephagidae  
Fiery Minivet     Pericrocotus igneus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Sepilok. 
Gray-chinned Minivet  Pericrocotus solaris cinereigula  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus speciosus insulanus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok. 
Lesser Cuckooshrike   Lalage fimbriata schierbrandi   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
 
WHISTLERS and ALLIES: Pachycephalidae 
Bornean Whistler    Pachycephala hypoxantha   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
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CRESTED SHRIKEJAY: Platylophidae  
Crested Shrikejay     Platylophus galericulatus    
Near-threatened. Heard at Danum. 
 
SHRIKES: Laniidae  
Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach   
Seen by the guide at Mt Kinabalu. 
 
VIREOS, SHRIKE-BABBLERS and ERPORNIS: Vireonidae  
Blyth's Shrike-Babbler  Pteruthius aeralatus robinsoni  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
White-bellied Erpornis  Erpornis zantholeuca brunnescens Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
 
OLD WORLD ORIOLES: Oriolidae  
Dark-throated Oriole   Oriolus xanthonotus consobrinus  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Black-and-crimson Oriole  Oriolus cruentus vulneratus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen by some clients at Nabalu. 
 
DRONGOS: Dicruridae  
Ashy Drongo    Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Hair-crested Drongo   Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus brachyphorus Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau.  
 
FANTAILS: Rhipiduridae  
Spotted Fantail   Rhipidura perlata   
Seen at Danum.  
Malaysian Pied-Fantail  Rhipidura javanica longicauda   
Seen at Sukau & Gomantong. 
White-throated Fantail  Rhipidura albicollis kinabalu  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
 
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS: Monarchidae  
Black-naped Monarch  Hypothymis azurea   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Blyth's Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone affinis borneensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
 
CROWS, JAYS AND MAGPIES: Corvidae  
Black Magpie    Platysmurus leucopterus aterrimus Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sukau. 
Bornean Green-Magpie   Cissa jefferyi     Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Bornean Treepie    Dendrocitta cinerascens   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Slender-billed Crow   Corvus enca compilator   
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
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SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae  
Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica   
Seen at Nabalu & Sukau.  
Pacific Swallow   Hirundo tahitica   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu, Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
 
FAIRY FLYCATCHERS: Stenostiridae  
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis   
Seen at Danum.  
 
NUTHATCHES: Sittidae  
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch  Sitta frontalis corellipes   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu & Sepilok. 
 
BULBULS: Pycnonotidae  
Puff-backed Bulbul   Brachypodius eutilotus   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Black-headed Bulbul   Brachypodius atriceps   
Seen at Danum. 
Spectacled Bulbul   Rubigula erythropthalmos salvadorii Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Gray-bellied Bulbul    Rubigula cyaniventris paroticalis  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Yellow-vented Bulbul  Pycnonotus goiavier gourdini  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Nabalu, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Olive-winged Bulbul   Pycnonotus plumosus insularis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok. 
Cream-vented Bulbul  Pycnonotus simplex perplexus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok. 
Red-eyed Bulbul   Pycnonotus brunneus   
Seen at Sepilok. 
Hairy-backed Bulbul   Tricholestes criniger viridis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Finsch's Bulbul    Alophoixus finschii     
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Ochraceous Bulbul   Alophoixus ochraceus ruficrissus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Gray-cheeked Bulbul   Alophoixus bres gutturalis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Yellow-bellied Bulbul  Alophoixus phaeocephalus connectens Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Charlotte's Bulbul    Iole charlottae    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Streaked Bulbul    Ixos malaccensis     
Near-threatened. Seen at Sepilok. 
 
BUSH-WARBLERS AND ALLIES: Cettiidae  
Mountain Tailorbird   Phyllergates cucullatus cinereicollis Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Sunda Bush-Warbler  Horornis vulcanius banksi   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
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LEAF WARBLERS: Phylloscopidae  
Yellow-breasted Warbler  Phylloscopus m. montis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Mountain Warbler   Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
 
CISTICOLAS AND ALLIES: Cisticolidae 
Dark-necked Tailorbird  Orthotomus atrogularis humphreysi Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Ashy Tailorbird   Orthotomus ruficeps borneoensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sepilok & Sukau. 
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird  Orthotomus s. sericeus   Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Sepilok. 
Yellow-bellied Prinia   Prinia flaviventris latrunculus  Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Nabalu & Sukau. Seen at Danum. 
 
WHITE-EYES, YUHINAS, and ALLIES: Zosteropidae  
Chestnut-crested Yuhina   Yuhina everetti    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Pygmy White-eye    Oculocincta squamifrons   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
Black-capped White-eye  Zosterops atricapilla   
Seen at Mt Kinabalu. 
 
TREE-BABBLERS, SCIMITAR-BABBLERS and ALLIES: Timaliidae  
Bold-striped Tit-Babbler   Mixornis bornensis montana  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler   Macronus ptilosus reclusus  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Heard at Danum. 
Chestnut-winged Babbler   Cyanoderma erythropterum bicolor  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Rufous-fronted Babbler  Cyanoderma rufifrons sarawacense Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Danum. 
Chestnut-backed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus montanus bornensis Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum. 
Black-throated Babbler   Stachyris nigricollis     
Near-threatened. Seen at Gomantong. 
Chestnut-rumped Babbler   Stachyris maculata     
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Gray-throated Babbler  Stachyris nigriceps borneensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu.  
 
GROUND BABBLERS and ALLIES: Pellorneidae  
Moustached Babbler   Malacopteron magnirostre cinereocapilla Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum.  
Sooty-capped Babbler   Malacopteron affine phoeniceum  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Gomantong. 
Scaly-crowned Babbler  Malacopteron cinereum   
Seen at Danum. 
Rufous-crowned Babbler   Malacopteron magnum saba  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Black-capped Babbler   Pellorneum capistratum morrelli  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sukau. 
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White-chested Babbler   Pellorneum rostratum micropterum Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
Striped Wren-Babbler   Kenopia striata   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Bornean Wren-Babbler   Ptilocichla leucogrammica   Borneo Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Danum. 
Horsfield's Babbler    Turdinus sepiarius harteri   Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Danum.  
Black-throated Wren-Babbler  Turdinus atrigularis    Borneo Endemic  
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Mountain Wren-Babbler   Turdinus crassus    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
 
LAUGHINGTHRUSHES and ALLIES: Leiothrichidae  
Brown Fulvetta    Alcippe brunneicauda eriphaea  Endemic subspecies 
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Sunda Laughingthrush  Garrulax palliatus schistochlamys  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush  Lanthocincla treacheri   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
 
FAIRY-BLUEBIRDS: Irenidae  
Asian Fairy-bluebird   Irena puella   
Seen at Danum. 
 
OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS: Muscicapidae  
Gray-streaked Flycatcher  Muscicapa griseisticta   
Seen at Sepilok. 
Dark-sided Flycatcher  Muscicapa sibirica   
Seen at Danum.  
Ferruginous Flycatcher  Muscicapa ferruginea   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Oriental Magpie-Robin  Copsychus saularis adamsi  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sepilok.  
Rufous-tailed Shama   Copsychus pyrropygus    
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
White-rumped (-crowned) Shama  Copsychus malabaricus stricklandii Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum & Gomantong. 
Sunda Blue-Flycatcher   Cyornis c. caerulatus   Endemic subspecies 
Vulnerable. Heard at Danum. 
Malaysian Blue-Flycatcher   Cyornis turcosus     
Near-threatened. Seen at Sukau. 
Bornean Blue-Flycatcher   Cyornis superbus    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Gray-chested Jungle-Flycatcher Cyornis umbratilis    
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum. 
Blue-and-white Flycatcher  Cyanoptila cyanomelana    
Seen at Mount Kinabalu.  
Indigo Flycatcher   Eumyias indigo cerviniventris  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu.  
Verditer Flycatcher   Eumyias thalassinus   
Seen at Danum. 
Eyebrowed Jungle-Flycatcher  Vauriella gularis    Borneo Endemic 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
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White-browed Shortwing   Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna Endemic subspecies 
Heard at Mount Kinabalu.  
Bornean Whistling-Thrush   Myophonus borneensis   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
White-crowned Forktail   Enicurus leschenaulti borneensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Pygmy Flycatcher   Ficedula hodgsoni   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Little Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula westermanni   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Rufous-chested Flycatcher  Ficedula dumetoria   
Heard at Mount Kinabalu. 
 
THRUSHES and ALLIES: Turdidae  
Orange-headed Thrush  Geokichla citrina aurata   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
 
STARLINGS: Sturnidae  
Asian Glossy Starling  Aplonis panayensis   
Seen at Sukau. 
Common Hill Myna   Gracula religiosa   
Seen at Sepilok & Sukau. 
Javan Myna    Acridotheres javanicus   
Vulnerable. Seen at Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong. 
Crested Myna   Acridotheres cristatellus   
Seen at Kota Kinabalu airport. 
 
LEAFBIRDS: Chloropseidae  
Greater Green Leafbird  Chloropsis sonnerati   
Vulnerable. Seen at Sepilok. 
Lesser Green Leafbird  Chloropsis cyanopogon   
Near-threatened. Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
 
FLOWERPECKERS: Dicaeidae  
Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus maculatus   
Seen at Danum. 
Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker  Prionochilus xanthopygius   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma dayakanum Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Black-sided Flowerpecker   Dicaeum monticolum   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum nigrimentum  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Sukau. 
 
SUNBIRDS and SPIDERHUNTERS: Nectariniidae  
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird   Chalcoparia singalensis borneana  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sukau & Gomantong.  
Plain Sunbird    Anthreptes simplex   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Plain-throated Sunbird  Anthreptes malacensis borneensis Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu.  
Red-throated Sunbird  Anthreptes rhodolaemus 
Seen at Danum.  



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    34 

Van Hasselt's Sunbird  Leptocoma brasiliana   
Seen at Gomantong. 
Olive-backed Sunbird  Cinnyris jugularis ornatus   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Temminck's Sunbird   Aethopyga temminckii   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Crimson Sunbird   Aethopyga siparaja siparaja   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
Thick-billed Spiderhunter  Arachnothera crassirostris   
Seen at Sepilok. 
Little Spiderhunter   Arachnothera longirostra buettikoferi Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Danum, Sepilok, Sukau & Gomantong.  
Purple-naped Spiderhunter  Arachnothera hypogrammicum   
Seen at Gomantong. 
Spectacled Spiderhunter  Arachnothera flavigaster   
Seen at Sepilok. 
Bornean Spiderhunter   Arachnothera everetti   Bornean Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
 
WAGTAILS and PIPITS: Motacillidae  
Gray Wagtail    Motacilla cinerea 
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: Passeridae  
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   
Seen at Mount Kinabalu, Danum & Sepilok. 
 
WAXBILLS and ALLIES: Estrildidae  
Dusky Munia     Lonchura fuscans    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
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MAMMAL LIST    
FRUIT BATS and FLYING FOXES: Pteropodidae  
Cave Nectar Bat    Eonycteris spelaean 
Possibly this species seen high in the roof at Gomantong Cave. 
 
WRINKLE-LIPPED BATS: Molossidae  
Wrinkle-lipped Bat   Tadarida plicata   
Seen at Gomantong. 
 
TREESHREWS: Tupaiidae  
Large Treeshrew   Tupaia tana   
Probably this species seen at Danum. 
 
COLUGOS: Cynocephalae  
Bornean Colugo    Galeopterus borneanus   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Sukau. 
 
OLD WORLD MONKEYS: Cercopithecidae  
Red Langur     Presbytis rubicunda    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Silvered Langur    Trachypithecus cristatus   
Seen at Sukau. 
Proboscis Monkey    Nasalis larvatus    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Sukau. 
Long-tailed Macaque   Macaca fascicularis   
Seen at Danum. 
Pig-tailed Macaque    Macaca nemestrina   
Seen at Sukau. 
 
GIBBONS: Hylobatidae  
North Borneo Gibbon   Hylobates funereus    Borneo Endemic  
Heard at Danum & Sukau. 
 
GREAT APES (Hominids): Hominidae  
Bornean Orangutan    Pongo pygmaeus    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
 
SQUIRRELS: Sciuridae 
Prevost's Squirrel    Callosciurus prevostii   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Brooke's Squirrel    Sundasciurus brookei   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Jentink's Squirrel     Sundasciurus jentinki   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Plantain Squirrel   Callosciurus notatus   
Seen at Danum. 
Bornean Black-banded Squirrel Callosciurus orestes   Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Bornean Pigmy Squirrel   Exiliscriurus exilis    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Whitehead's Pigmy Squirrel  Exiliscriurus whiteheadi    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel  Dremomys everetti     Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Mount Kinabalu. 
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FLYING SQUIRRELS: Petauristinae  
Thomas's Flying Squirrel   Aeromys thomasi    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Red Giant Flying Squirrel   Petaurista petaurista   
Seen at Danum & Sepilok. 
 
CIVETS: Viverridae  
Island Palm Civet   Paradoxurus philippensis   
Seen at Danum. 
Malay Civet    Viverra tangalunga   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 
Binturong    Arctictis binturong   
Seen at Danum. 
 
WILD CATS: Felidae  
Leopard Cat    Prionailurus bengalensis   
Seen at Danum. 
 
ELEPHANTS: Elephantidae  
Bornean Pygmy Elephant    Elephas maximus borneensis  Borneo Endemic  
Seen several times at Danum. 
    
WILD PIGS: Suidae  
Bearded Pig     Sus barbatus   
Seen at Danum. 
 
MOUSEDEER: Tragulidae  
Lesser Mousedeer   Tragulus kanchil    Borneo Endemic  
Seen at Danum. 
Greater Mousedeer    Tragulus napu   
Seen at Danum. 
 
DEER: Cervidae  
Sambar Deer     Cervus unicolor   
Seen at Danum. 
 
 
 
SELECTION OF OTHER WILDLIFE   
Cave Centipede    Thereuopoda longicornis   
Seen at Gomantong. 
Giant Pill Millipede   Sphaerotheriida   
Seen at Danum.  
Saltwater Crocodile    Crocodylus porosus   
Seen at Sukau. 
Common Flying Lizard   Draco sumatranus   
Seen at Danum.  
Asian House Gecko    Hemidactylus frenatus   
Seen at Danum 
Water Monitor Lizard   Varanus salvator   
Seen at Danum & Sukau. 


