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A Tropical Birding SET DEPARTURE TOUR 

Northern Ecuador: Birding with a Camera® 
3-9 September 2021 

 
Several participants arranged a custom extension from 10-13 Sept.  

 
Report and photos by ANDRES VASQUEZ N., the guide for this tour 

 

 
In my opinion, Sword-billed Hummingbird (photo above) is one of the best birds in the World. We found this crazy species in two 

different locations of the trip, coincidentally in the first and last days of the tour just as a welcome and a farewell species. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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INTRODUCTION: 
Quito, the capital of my beloved Ecuador, is a city blessed with incredible biodiversity located in areas quite 
close to this metropolis. By driving only an hour in either direction, you find yourself surrounded by forest of 
the most pristine type. Spending a few nights in a couple lodges like Tandayapa Bird Lodge and Guango Lodge 
located found within that drive-time helps to really explore the surrounding areas in detail. Pristine forest 
means a lot of birds, and lots of birds mean countless numbers of photographic opportunities. 
 

 
This Pale-legged Hornero (photo above) gave us a show on an unexpected area, the wet forest above Tandayapa. 

 
That is what this trip is all about: getting the chances to see hundreds of birds and take hundreds of photos 
without having to drive long distances. Based out of Tandayapa for 5 nights we managed to explore 
extensively the western slope of the Andes, and a night in Guango allowed us to bird the high Andes east of 
Quito.  
 
All tour participants enjoyed the tour and why wouldn’t they with all the awesome species seen (and most of 
them photographed too) like Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan, Collared Aracari, Rufous Motmot, Pale-legged 
Hornero, Masked Water-Tyrant,  Masked Trogon, Oilbird, Toucan Barbet, Rose-faced Parrot, Andean Cock-
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of-the-rock, 6 species of antpittas, 45 species of hummingbirds, countless tanagers, a couple Golden-headed 
Quetzals, Dark-backed Wood-Quail, Rufous-breasted Antthrush, Lyre-tailed Nightjar, etc, etc, etc…. 
We also had a customized extension of 4 days that 3 of the participants took after the main tour. This was 
meant to add a bunch of species and photo opportunities without traveling too much. For this we visited the 
Eastern Slope of the Andes and spent one night in the famed San Isidro Lodge and two nights in WildSumaco. 
These two places are located at elevations lower than Guango in the middle subtropics and foothills 
respectively.  
 
This extension turned out excellent for 3 days and only ok on the one full day we had at Wild Sumaco since the 
rain did not allow us to do too much; that day we basically spent it in front of the hummingbird feeders and 
the moth trap the whole day. It was not a wasted day however due to the large amount of things that can be 
easily seen from the lodge balcony. About 15 species of hummers where present in large numbers there for 
instance, plus two species of toucan, tamarin monkeys, tanagers, and by night even a Kinkajou.  
 

 
 
Highlights for this extension included the enigmatic “San Isidro Owl” and a pair of Mountain Tapirs seen from 
San Isidro Lodge’s balcony on the one night that we spent there. Four species of antbird seen and 
photographed at WildSumaco’s moth trap were highly appreciated. We also got 16 extra hummingbirds that 
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added to the 45 species already seen in the main tour for a total of 61 species; a great number!!! Finally, 
picking up a desired puffbird species, White-chested Puffbird was also great.  

 
 
September 3rd: Yanacocha Reserve and the Old Nono-Mindo Road: The first full day of any tour 

that visits the northwest of Ecuador will often start with a visit to Yanacocha Reserve. This superb place 
located in the flanks of the Pichincha Volcano at about 11.500ft protects pristine elfin forest where dozens of 
avian species reside. We drove from Quito for about an hour towards the reserve and did only one short stop 
on the way to try to pick up a couple of more open habitat species but it was brutally windy and cold so we 
decided to just drive all the way into the reserve grounds and hit the fascinating feeding station that the 
rangers had set near the headquarters.  
 

 
 
We immediately had a few colorful birds awaiting the ranger to fill up the sugar bottles. Sword-billed 
Hummingbird and Shining Sunbeam were the two first species to attend. Soon after we got Buff-winged 
Starfrontlet but no other hummer species visited these feeders. We did have however various individuals of 
Glossy and Masked Flowerpiercer, the striking Black-chested (photo above) and Scarlet-bellied Mountain 
Tanagers, and even a young, sort of lost, Crowned Chat-Tyrant that weirdly stood up by the banana feeder.  
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After we got satisfied with the views and photos of the mentioned birds, we headed back to the parking lot 
area with a short stop at some nice prairie-like grassland area where we found the recently split Grass Wren, 
formerly considered a subspecies of Sedge Wren. The bird responded nicely and most participants managed to 
snap a few quick photos before it went away. 
 
We moved into the main portion of the reserve through the Trocha Inca trail and walked all the way in which 
means about 1.5 mi (2.4 km) one way. During this walk we found a few flock birds like Superciliared 
Hemispingus, White-throated and White-banded Tyrannulets, Hooded Mountain Tanager, Ash-colored 
Tapaculo, Brown-bellied Swallows, and a very responsive Equatorial Antpitta (just recently split from Rufous 
Antpitta). At the end of this long path there is a set of hummingbird feeders that attract other species. The 
targets there were two species of pufflegs that we got, Sapphire-vented and Golden-breasted. We also found 
Great Sapphirewing, Mountain Velvetbreast, and the small Tyrian Metaltail. Not at the feeders but along the 
path on the way back we found the normally difficult Purple-backed Thornbill.  
 

 
 
We had a nice and tasty lunch at the reserve’s restaurant, and right after we moved down the hill along the 
Old Nono-Mindo Road. We birded this great forested track that crosses through some beautiful pristine cloud 
forest. We did several stops where we got, among others, Blue-winged Mountain Tanager, Blue-capped, 
Flame-faced, and Metallic-green Tanagers, Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Collared Inca, Speckled 
Hummingbird, Black-eared (Western) Hemispungus, Montane Woodcreeper, and a pair of quite responsive 
Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonias (photo above) that came in for prolonged great views but in just an awkward 
position for pictures, so we only managed “record shots” of this rare (on the western slope) species.  
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A male Masked Trogon (photo above) put on a show sitting nicely on a branch hanging over the side of the road. 
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When we arrived finally to Tandayapa Bird Lodge, our base for the next 5 nights, we immediately headed for 
the hummer feeders and got to enjoy the usual suspects that always blow the minds of the first-time visitors. 
Those included the charismatic Booted Racket-tail, Brown Inca, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, Purple-throated 
Woodstar, and a handful more.  
 

September 4th: The Lower Tandayapa Valley: We started the day with a pre-dawn walk to reach TBL’s 

blind from where we managed to see and photograph a few shy birds that in other conditions we would 
normally get glimpses or non-satisfactory views. The most cooperative was a female Zeledon’s Antbird (photo 

below), followed by Ornate Flycatcher, Streak-capped Treehunter, Spotted Woodcreeper, and Russet-
crowned Warblers. There were a few other birds that were calling nearby but did not show up.  
 

 
 
Right after we headed back to the main building for breakfast. During the meal we had to do several pauses 
since a couple birds kept on visiting the feeders placed right in front of the table we sat at. Like that we 
managed to photograph a pair of Crimson-rumped Toucanets, a nice Rufous Motmot, and a family of the 
highly desired Toucan Barbet. Later in the day that same feeder also produced White-throated Quail-Dove 
and a few individual Flame-rumped Tanagers.  
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After breakfast however, we decided to take the van up the hill to bird the wonderfully forested road just 2 or 
3km above the lodge that has some of the most pristine Choco cloud forest of the region. We spent the rest of 
the morning walking the road. We had to work hard for a few birds since initially the skies were completely 
clear; it was sunny and hot so the bird were a bit quiet. Efforts got rewarded with a beautiful Slaty-backed 
Chat-Tyrant, the striking Scaled Fruiteater, Streak-headed Antbird, Slaty Antwren, White-throated 
Daggerbill, Tricolored Brushfinches, and a patient Pale-legged Hornero that felt like out of place walking in 
the road through the lush cloud forest.  
 

 
This is the resident Rufous Motmot (photo above) that nests near the main lodge building 

 
We had a great lunch back at Tandayapa Bird Lodge. I need to take a tangent here to really explain the 
amazing taste the food at the lodge has. Luis, the chef here is absolutely phenomenal!! The dishes not only are 
top notch in terms of flavor but also his passion for presentation is remarkable using sometimes things like dry 
ice to create this dropping smoke on one side and a milfoil crust baked on top of a tasty creamy soup on the 
other. It is a pleasure to have a meal at this lodge.  
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Back to birds, in the afternoon the weather was iffy, starting a bit drizzly and gray so I decided to hit other 
feeders down the valley to at least make sure we get to see and photograph new birds in case rains became an 
impediment for normal birding. This worked quite well. We visited a local restaurant called Mirador Guaycapi 
which has a nice set of hummingbird and tanager feeders and also a nice access to the Alambi River at the 
bottom of his trails. We took advantage that the weather improved and moved there. We only walked a 
couple hundred meters along the river until we found the target for the area, a patient White-capped Dipper. 
It was distant but we got great views and some fairly good photos. Then we headed to the balcony of the 
restaurant and enjoyed the feeders with a mug of hot chocolate for some or coffee for others. Here we found 
several new birds like the rare-for-the-area Long-billed Starthroat, and the more common White-whiskered 
Hermit, Crowned Woodnymph, White-necked Jacobin, and Lesser Violetear. In terms of fruit-eating birds, we 
found Silver-throated, Golden, and White-lined Tanagers, Orange-bellied and Thick-billed Euphonias, and a 
young male Red-headed Barbet.  
 

September 5th: Silanche Bird Sanctuary and Upper Tandayapa Valley: A whole new set of birds 

was waiting for us down in the lowland reserve of Rio Silanche. After an early departure from the lodge and a 
longish drive of about an hour and a half we reached the lowest elevation on the trip that morning. At around 
7am we reached our first visit spot, the always birdy Rancho Suamox. This is a small private reserve where this 
lovely couple started a bird feeding station out of their passion for their backyard birds. They welcomed us 
with their usual smile and walked us in. 
 

 
Almost only found near water this Buff-rumped Warbler (photo above) showed up well for us 
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The feeders in their backyard are outstanding with many individuals of various species. Several common birds 
that we had already seen like the very common Blue-gray, Palm, and Flame-rumped Tanagers but besides 
these distracting species we were delighted by Orange-crowned, Orange-bellied and Thick-billed Euphonias, 
Dusky-faced Tanager, Black-cheeked Woodpecker, Bananaquit, and a couple more. The hummingbird 
feeders gave us one new bird, the difficult Blue-chested Hummingbird and the garden grounds produced 
Pacific Antwrens, Great Antshrike, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, Boat-billed, Dusky-capped, and Rusty-
margined Flycatchers, Snowy-throated Kingbird, Chivi Vireo, Pale-legged Hornero, Scrub Blackbird, and 
Streak-headed Woodcreeper. This all happened during the first half hour after arriving. The main bird of the 
area came towards the end of our visit. The rare, shy, inconspicuous, and reclusive Brown Wood-Rail was seen 
from a blind located overlooking the compost area; we had great views and challenging photo opps.  
 

 
Brown Wood-Rail (photo above) is a rare and very difficult bird to find 

 
With all that under our belts we left and headed towards Rio Silanche. I did not want to stop too much along 
the entrance road given that we had overstayed a bit at Suamox so I wanted to reach the reserve as soon as 
possible before the bird activity was gone. An obliging Buff-rumped Warbler made us stop on our tracks and 
later a few woodpeckers (Cinnamon, Golden-Olive, and Black-cheeked) delayed out arrival a bit, but not too 
long after we arrived to the reserve and moved directly to the canopy tower. It was already getting a little hot 
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up there but thanks to the overcast day there was a little action still happening. Another nice woodpecker 
came in nicely, the large Lineated Woodpecker (photo below) this time. Then we had a patient pair of Orange-
fronted Barbets sitting distantly and when things were getting quiet, a sudden flock of passerines came in fast 
and left fast; among the birds present on this flow we had the unique Scarlet-breasted Dacnis, a female Black-
faced Dacnis and a pair of Scarlet-thighed Dacnis. Among those we also got Green and Purple Honeycreepers, 
Choco Tyrannulet, and Black-striped Woodcreeper. Sadly most of these did not allow good photos.  
 

 
 
It was already about 10h30am when we decided to go back to the van to get a snack, and while eating some 
chips and Oreos, we had a Double-toothed Kite flying overhead and perching nicely for photos. We decided to 
take a walk along the trails until noon and found there a cool Band-tailed Barbthroat, a family of Broad-billed 
Motmots and the Choco endemic Dusky Pigeon. We heard a lot of other birds on this walk but none were 
cooperative enough to come out to our calls.  
 
After a lunch in the field we headed up the slope. I decided to stop on the way at the lately famous feeders of 
San Tadeo. This was logistically great since bathrooms were needed but not as much as coffee which in this 
place is very nice. Besides this, birding wise this place is very nice. The tanager feeders were active with 
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Golden, White-lined, Black-capped and Black-chinned Mountain Tanagers. We also saw Buff-throated 
Saltator, Chestnut-capped Brushfinch and Dusky Chlorospingus. A couple new hummers also were 
welcomed: the Choco endemics Velvet-purple Coronet, Brown Inca, and Violet-tailed Sylph. 
 
To avoid the Sunday traffic on the highway back to Tandayapa, which is heavy in the afternoons since many 
cars head back to Quito the same way, I decided to take the dirt road that crossed the Upper Tandayapa 
Valley. This was also meant to give us our first shot at one of the key birds of the trip, the unique and always 
requested Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan (photo below). We were lucky with this bird since at the first stop we 
managed to call in a pair that later turned out to be a family of 6 of these awesome toucans. We did a little 
more birding but the poor light and lack of response from many birds made us call it a day, and we just headed 
back to Tandayapa for another wonderful meal. 
 

 
 

September 6th: Upper Tandayapa Valley and Milpe: Since we only got to spend a short time along 

the upper valley last night, we headed back up there to try to find some of the special birds of that particular 
elevation. We kicked off with a responsive Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant which we got cool photos of. But then 
for a good while almost all birds were unresponsive and we did not really see much until we pulled a 



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  Northern Ecuador Birding with a Camera® – September 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                          +1-409-515-9110                      info@tropicalbirding.com   p.13 

responsive Ocellated Tapaculo to the edge of the forest that gave us sporadic views but not photo opps. We 
spent some time at a wonderful view point that overlooks the Tandayapa Valley admiring the views but 
quickly after we headed to another location within the area. There we ran into a couple flocks with Grass-
green and Beryl-spangled Tanagers, Streaked Tuftedcheek, Cinnamon Flycatcher, Green-and-black 
Fruiteater, Gorgeted Sunangel, Collared Inca, Spectacled Redstart (photo below), Masked Trogon, Mountain 
Wren, and a few others. This morning the opportunistic photography we did was challenging but nevertheless 
enjoyable, especially when we found a toucan nest. 
 

 
 
We were about to head down the slope towards the foothills when we lucked into a family of Plate-billed 
Mountain-Toucans that we wanted to see again. We tracked them down for a bit until a pair branched off and 
headed to a dead tree that turned out to be a nest. Then we decided to spend a little while and patiently 
waited for the birds to come out of the nest hole for pictures; obviously we kept a prudent distance. While 
waiting we found another small group of birds with Capped Conebill, Streak-necked Flycatcher, and Pearled 
Treerunner plus a soaring Hook-billed Kite. The toucan came out of the nest and flew off; we waited a bit 
more to see if it returns but since we needed to visits other areas we soon moved on. 
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Finally close to lunch time we moved down the hill and soon we found ourselves having a great meal at the 
popular and tasty Mirador del Rio Blanco restaurant. At the feeders there we got Blue-capped and Rufous-
throated Tanagers among the various species of other more common tanagers. After a great meal we headed 
towards Milpe Bird Sanctuary and just upon arrival a very curious and playful Masked Water-Tyrant received 
us. Then the feeders produced a new hummingbird, Green Thorntail among hundreds of other hummingbirds 
drinking the sugar water. Not much happened at the banana feeders except for a Tayra, this large weasel is 
always fun to watch. A shy Choco Toucan approached the area but it never really came in to the feeding 
station. Half of the group decided to stay and watch the feeders with the hope of the toucan coming in and 
the other half joined me for a bit of a hike on the narrow forest trails. Since we did not really find much there, 
we decided to head out to bird the road for a bit. This was a good move since soon we found a lonely Yellow-
throated Toucan that despite being shy and distant, led us to a group of feeding Rose-faced Parrots (photo 

below) that allowed prolonged views and some distant photos. We got an Olive-crowned Yellowthroat to 
finish the day on a colorful note.  
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September 7th: Mashpi and the Oilbird Cave: Quite a memorable day was in store for us with a visit 

to a couple of great sites that hold some of the most wanted birds in Ecuador. We started with a pre-dawn 
drive towards the famed Mashpi-Amagusa area where tons of rare and local Choco endemic birds are 
regularly seen. Just before arriving however, a Golden-headed Quetzal (photo below) that was perched on a 
wire above the road made us stop in our tracks; happily it was tame and gave us all a chance for photos. 
 

 
 
When we arrived at Amagusa, the owner of the reserve was not present and on his behalf a pair of tamed 
Crested Guans received us. These birds were raised from eggs that the owner rescued and now they roam 
around the reserve grounds, but we had a bit of an issue with one who got angry at us for no apparent reason 
and jumped on me and one of the participants but happily nothing bad happened, just gave us a funny story 
to tell.  
 
Anyways, I had to start getting the banana feeders set until the owner, Sergio, arrived and for a good while the 
action was poor. When he got in, it was like if the birds were all in his pockets since soon the feeders started 
with constant activity. Among the regular visitors on the “banana bar” were the gorgeous Glistening-green 
Tanager, the local Moss-backed Tanager, and the more common Flame-faced, Rufous-throated, Golden, 
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Flame-rumped, and Golden-naped Tanagers. This area is such a pleasure for photographing gorgeous and 
colorful birds. Just around the feeding station we found a distant male Orange-breasted Fruiteater that let us 
take his picture. Another group of Rose-faced Parrots were seen nearby and some other birds also helped for 
building up the list, among those there were Smoke-colored Pewee, Black-winged Saltator, Orange-bellied 
Euphonia, and two or three more.  
 

 
Moss-backed Tanager (photo above) showing its name feature 
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The day was very dark, with thick clouds covering the sun and sporadic drizzles that did not really allow us to 
do much more birding in the area. So we spent extra time at feeders with a nice cup of coffee on hand. We 
also got a new hummer for the trip, the hulking Empress Brilliant that was the key one among a lot of other 
species that we had already seen.  
 
There was a long drive ahead of us since we had a target to go get this afternoon, so as soon as we were done 
with our coffee and were happy with the great photo opps we got of all the tanagers, we departed the wet 
Mashpi area and headed towards El Chontal. It takes close to two hours to get from Amagusa to El Chontal so 
we broke the long drive with a box lunch on the side of the road. We arrived at about 2pm to the ranch where 
this nice local family has a dark grotto filled with Oilbirds (photo below), a very special bird. We were joined by 
the owner of the propriety who let us into this locked site where she has built some nice cement steps and a 
trail into the “cave” for easy access. We got delighted with at least 12 individuals that were roosting clinched 
to the sides of the walls. Since no lights or flash is allowed, we had to put our cameras on tripods to be able to 
do long exposures of up to 1.5secs. Results were great.  
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When we were done there we started our long drive back but got suddenly stopped by a family of Collared 
Aracaris that happily remained at a reachable distance for us to get decent pics. With a thick fog descending, 
we just cruised back to Tandayapa for our last night in this great lodge. 
 

September 8th: Refugio Paz de las Aves to Guango: the earliest of the departures of this trip is 

required this day. Just a little after 5am we were already in our van with all our luggage on the road to the 
famous Refugio Paz. We arrived in perfect timing to visit the Andean Cock-of-the-rock. There was a lot of 
activity, it was loud with probably 7 to 9 males squeaking and calling. Views however were never too good 
since all this display action occurred behind a wall of leaves and branches through which only occasionally we 
managed to see the birds when they moved on and off at some windows. The scope helped to see them 
better and towards the end of our time there we did manage a few shots finally; everybody was happy with 
the experience after all.  
 

 
 
Afterwards we headed out of the lek site and started the search for the real specials of the area. The first to 
show up was the rare and difficult (away from here) Dark-backed Wood-Quail (photo above) which Angel, the 
owner of the reserve, lured out of the dense forest into a clearing right next to the road; what an incredible 
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man this guy is. Later, we moved to another spot where this time his brother, Rodrigo, already had a Giant 
Antpitta (photo below) waiting for us posing on a different clearing on the side of the same road. This is insane, 
simply insane, due to the normally super reclusive nature of these birds.  
 

 
 
Angel had a Lyre-tailed Nightjar female roosting under a bridge so we did a brief stop to see here too. The 
next on the list was the much smaller Yellow-breasted Antpitta which we saw, again amazingly on the side of 
the same road, with ease. We had two more antpittas to go but on the side we had another Golden-headed 
Quetzal nearby. We moved then to another spot of the reserve to walk this time a narrow trail into the forest 
to find a couple shyer antpittas. The first that we got was the tiny Ochre-breasted Antpitta and soon after that 
the dark Moustached Antpitta. Those two came in with the same surprising ease as the others but then we 
put in a lot of waiting time for a Rufous-breasted Antthrush that had lately been coming to eat the same 
worms in this spot. This bird made us move from one side to the other since occasionally Rodrigo would find it 
for a split second here and then Angel for another split second there. Finally after a lot of effort the bird came 
close but never out in the open so not everyone got a view but one of the group even managed to get a 
decent picture.  
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We overstayed our time there and Angel actually ended up with his worm tray empty so we could not go in 
search of the other species that this reserve has. It was fine though since we made it up with the great brunch 
that Angel provides: coffee & tea, bolón and empanadas, a real highlight of a visit to this place.  
 
There was a long drive ahead of us crossing the Andes from the western slope to the higher areas of the 
eastern one, so we boarded the van right after this awesome meal and started to ride. We had stops for our 
box lunches and for restrooms, but other than that we basically covered ground. The idea was to get as soon 
as possible to Guango, our lodge for the night so that we could have a little extra birding there.  
 

 
 
We arrived just past 3pm and immediately spent some time at the hummingbird feeders. The activity on them 
was quite poor compared to what it normally is, but we managed to find basically all the species that are 
special from the area. We got several new birds for the trip, Tourmaline Sunangel, White-bellied Woodstar, 
just one short visit from Long-tailed Sylph, and a cooperative Chestnut-breasted Coronet (photo above). 
Another of the targets here is the Sword-billed Hummingbird which showed up but only briefly.  
 
It was drizzly and wet but we decided to take a hike along the trails in search of a few eastern Andes specials 
but the weather conditions were not very favorable. However, we managed to see another of the targets of 
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the area, a female Torrent Duck that was swimming down the river so fast that only a few of the participants 
that were with me in front managed to see it. A little flock came in last minute and we found Gray-hooded 
Bush Tanager, Blue-backed Conebill, and a couple other species we had already seen before. We finished the 
day with a nice hot soup and fish on coconut sauce for dinner.  
 

September 9th: Guango to Antisana: The final day of the trip had come faster than we managed to 

digest. We had only a little extra birding time at Guango and we decided to spend it on the blind that only 
recently was set near the main lodge. Here the activity was a little slow but little by little it improved. 
Turquoise Jays were the most prominent of the visitors but we also found a couple smaller birds like 
Mountain Wren, Russet-crowned Warbler, Chestnut-capped Brushfinch, and the special Pale-naped 
Brushfinch (photo below). Green Jays were seen on the open trail between the lodge and the blind together 
with Rufous Wren, Cinnamon Flycatcher, and Spectacled Redstart.  
 

 
 
We then hopped into the van and started our journey through Papallacta Pass where we had spectacular 
views of the Antisana Volcano from the highest portion of the highway. Then, on the descent towards the 
Antisana National Park we stopped along the way and scanned a well-known stake out, where we managed to 
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find the “bird of the day”, a great Spectacled Bear!!! (photo below). We saw it really well for a good while and 
managed to film it and photograph it distantly, but well.  
 

 
 
Very happy with this sighting we continued our journey around the Andes to climb back again through the 
main entrance of the Antisana National Park. It was already about 10am when we arrived at the buffer zone of 
the park, where we stopped at Tambo Condor restaurant for bathrooms. We then continued up the hill into 
the pristine areas at the base of the gorgeous Antisana Volcano that was majestically showing up with clear 
skies around it.  
 
We kicked off the birding there with the always present Carunculated Caracaras. Then we started with several 
of the furnariids that are present here, Stout-billed and Chestnut-winged Cinclodes, Many-striped Canastero, 
and later an Andean Tit-Spinetail. Some effort was needed to get an Ecuadorian Hillstar that was nesting 
inside an abandoned house in the middle of the paramo. There were a couple raptors that got us stopping 
suddenly: Variable Hawk and Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle. One of the targets of the area that sadly we could 
not find was the rare Andean Ibis which is getting harder every time. However, in the process of scanning the 
fields for one, we found Andean Gull and Andean Lapwing plus we spent more time taking photos of the 
caracaras. We headed on towards the Mica Lake area to scan, only from a distance, the water. We found there 
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Andean Duck, Yellow-billed Pintail, Andean Teal, Slate-colored Coot and the small Silvery Grebe. At that spot 
we managed to call in a very curious Tawny Antpitta which allowed us some fair approach for photos.  
 

 
 
Happy with what we got there we started our way back to Tambo Condor for lunch but on the way we found a 
pair of Andean Condors soaring at a fair distance to get a few photos and good views. Upon arrival at the 
restaurant we checked the hummingbird feeders that were constantly visited by a few species; the most 
outstanding of all in these feeders is the hulking Giant Hummingbird. Other visitors were Shining Sunbeam, 
Tyrian Metaltail, a single Black-tailed Trainbearer, and even the nectar thief Black Flowerpiercer (photo above) 
that always works the flowers around the restaurant and it is habituated to people and their cameras. 
 
After a very nice typical Ecuadorian Andean lunch, we spent some more leisure time around the grounds for 
some extra photos of the hummers but we had to cut it short since we had to meet our appointment at our 
airport hotel to have the required Covid tests done for the people that finished the tour that afternoon. We 
finished the main tour with the final checklist of the tour in this nice hotel we often use for our tours.  
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We shared our final thoughts about our trip experiences and highlights. Among the favorite birds mentioned 
were the Oilbirds, the 4 species of fruiteaters that we found, the great antpittas at Refugio Paz de las Aves, 
particularly the Moss-backed Tanager at Mashpi, Toucan Barbets and Plate-billed Mountain-Toucans in the 
Tandayapa Valley, and of course the Spectacled Bear that gave us a show. Acknowledged was also the fact 
that all the group participants had great chemistry and got along nicely, everybody was on time, shared info, 
and helped each other getting onto the birds. Our great driver Jimmy had a special mention as well. It was a 
great tour. 
 

 
As mentioned before, Sword-billed Hummingbird (photo above), a farewell present 
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EASTERN ANDES CUSTOM EXTENSION: 

September 10th to 13th: Eastern Slope Custom Extension: With three of the main tour participants 

that requested a few more days in new areas as a custom extension we visited San Isidro Lodge for one night 
and WildSumaco Lodge for two. This was a great addition to the tour given that both places offer a big amount 
of specialties that are only on this side of the Andes. All participants in this extension were more into the 
photography spectrum so we slowed down a bit on the birding to spend more time trying for nicer shots. This 
worked particularly well in San Isidro since their relatively recently refurbished restaurant balcony is now a 
MEGA spot for bird photography.  It was very nice too at the blind of WildSumaco and the antpitta feeding 
station, plus we visited a couple of locally owned small reserves where their owners have set out 
hummingbird feeders that attracted some interesting species well-worth stopping for.  
 

 
 
We kicked off the extension however by visiting the famed Papallacta Pass antennas, a spot for a well-known 
bird that we just simply did not have time to visit on the main tour despite driving through it a couple times. 
This is the only reliable site for the ornate Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe (photo above) which we had great luck with. 
Upon arrival to the parking area the bird was walking on the road. It was quite cloudy so pictures came out a 
little hazy but we were very happy with getting it with little effort at 14000ft of elevation.  
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Then two different set of feeders got us various new species and uncountable photo opps. The first, Brisas 
Birding Site near Baeza produced Bronzy Inca, Violet-fronted Brilliant, and Gorgeted Woodstar as lifers for 
the participants plus the “Orange” Booted Racket-tail which is split in some taxonomies, and better views of 
Long-tailed Sylph (photo below) and Tawny-belied Hermit.  
 

 
 
The other set of feeders near Jondachi, closer to the foothills, gave us Black-throated Mango, Golden-tailed 
Sapphire, and Glittering-throated Emerald as new birds for the list in terms of hummers, and we also added 
Lined Antshrike, Olivaceous Greenlet, and Yellow-browed Sparrow in terms of passerines.  
 
San Isidro was excellent for our goals. The restaurant balcony had bird activity constantly, both by day and by 
night. So much that the only night we spent there we had the highly anticipated “San Isidro Owl”, an 
undescribed subspecies of Black-banded Owl or possibly even a whole new species. While watching this bird 
we heard the noise of big steps below the restaurant which made me put my spotlight on the salt feeder the 
lodge has for Mountain Tapir. We were surprised to find two individuals of this great beast munching on a salt 
brick. They gave us 45 minutes of great fun watching them. What a night! 
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The same night, the enigmatic San Isidro Owl (photo above) and the pacific Mountain Tapirs (photo below) 
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By day, both on the arrival afternoon and the departing morning, we found a large number of birds coming to 
feed on the moth trap that the lodge has set right underneath the balcony. This gives great photography 
chances with eye-level perches. The list of things we got here included Green Jay, Scarlet-rumped Cacique, 
Russet-backed Oropendola (photo below), Golden-crowned, Cinnamon, and Pale-edge Flycatchers, Marble-
faced Bristle-Tyrant, Smoke-colored Pewee, Masked Trogon, Montane and Olive-backed Woodcreepers, 
Pearled Treerunner, Black-billed Peppershrike, Black-crested Warbler, and Slate-throated Redstart. All these 
came in repeatedly and posed very nicely for photos. We also managed to find, though not coming to the 
moth feeder, a few other birds, namely Andean Solitaire, Scaly-naped Parrot, and two cool tanagers, Beryl-
spangled and Saffron Crowned.  
 

 
 
At WildSumaco lodge, on the afternoon of arrival alone, we got like 15 species of hummingbirds. My absolute 
favorite here is the delicate Wire-crested Thorntail. New for us that afternoon were Black-throated Brilliant, 
Many-spotted Hummingbird, Napo Sabrewing, Violet-headed Hummingbird, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, 
Green Hermit, Gould’s Jewelfront, and the rare Rufous-vented Whitetip. That night we also had good luck 
with a nice mammal, a Kinkajou that was spotlighted while feeding in a nearby tree after dinner. 
 
  



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  Northern Ecuador Birding with a Camera® – September 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                          +1-409-515-9110                      info@tropicalbirding.com   p.29 

 
Gorgeted Woodstar (photo above) at Brisas and Cinnamon Flycatcher (photo below) from San Isidro balcony
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Black-crested Warbler (photo above) and Saffron-crowned Tanager (photo below) from San Isidro balcony 
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The one full day that we had in the Sumaco area was a full day of rain, almost non-stop rain. We only had very 
limited chances of birding. Remarkably, it did not start like that; happily when we woke up and headed to the 
moth trap near the lodge, it was dry and it did not seem that rain was coming. Therefore we had the great full 
experience of this blind with basically all the regular visitors: the recently split Western (White-backed) Fire-
eye was the first to show up but soon followed by Plain Antvireo, Peruvian Warbling-Antbird, Black-faced 
Antbird, Black-billed Treehunter, and a shy and fast White-chested Puffbird. 
 

 
Wire-crested Thorntails (photo above) are incredible hummingbirds 

 
The rest of the day as I said, rain, rain, rain. For a brief period after lunch, when it felt like the showers were 
over, we took the car and moved down the hill for a bit and managed to find a few cool birds. The most 
colorful was a male Gilded Barbet, then the loud Thrush-like Wrens and Speckled Chachalacas, flying 
Chestnut-fronted Macaws and Violaceous Jays, the small Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch, and the recently split 
Blue-gray (Grayish) Saltator. We did not have time for more since another storm hit us and we only had the 
option to head back to the lodge. From the balcony, escaping the rains, we found on a beautiful Cecropia tree 
near to the lodge being visited by a few cool things: Many-banded Aracari, Golden-collared Honeycreeper, 
Bay-headed Tanager and a couple of nice mammals, a Tayra and a family of Black-mantled Tamarin monkeys.  
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The very last day of the trip we only had a couple hours in the early morning to bird since needed to drive back 
to Quito quite early due to an early flight departure. We decided to start pre-dawn to try for a couple owls 
that we did not have a chance to go for the previous night. We went into the forest for them but, even though 
they sang quite close, the birds never came in. We visited again the moth trap back at the lodge and this time 
with better light due to the clear skies we got to take some better photos of the species we had the day 
before. The last lifer there for the participants was the White-chested Puffbird (photo below) that they had only 
seen flying by quickly the previous day. All the antbirds were also there and we even got some cool shots of 
them. 
 

 
 
Then we had breakfast, packed our bags, said goodbye to the Black-mantled Tamarin monkey that were 
feeding on the tree in front of the balcony, the same with the various dozens of hummers at the feeders, and 
departed.  
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FINAL CHECKLIST: 
For the MAIN TOUR only, a total of 307 species of BIRDS were recorded on this 13 day BIRDING WITH A CAMERA 

tour. Out of this total, 263 were SEEN by at least one participant, 29 were Heard Only (H) and 15 species were seen only 
by the Tour Leader (L).  In terms of MAMMALS, we found 6 species of mammals.  
 
For the EXTENSION on the other hand, we added 66 species of BIRDS which was a bit low due to one (of the 3) full 
days to rains however the photographic opportunities were probably better due to the slower pace we had and 
percentage of time in front of feeders. The 5 species of MAMMALS we recorded were superb with Mountain Tapir being 
the star of this category for the extension.  
 
See the detailed lists for each leg of this trip below. The list for the extension just contains the additional species we got 
and not the repeats from the main tour; see it separated after the main tour one. 
 
 

LIST FOR MAIN TOUR: 

    

 

TINAMOUS TINAMIDAE 
 1 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui H 

 
DUCKS, GEESE, & WATERFOWL ANATIDAE 

 2 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 
 3 Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica 
 4 Andean Teal Anas andium andium 
 5 Andean Ruddy Duck Oxyura ferruginea 
 

 
CRACIDS CRACIDAE 

 6 Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 
 7 Wattled Guan Aburria aburri H 

8 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii 
 

 
NEW WORLD QUAIL ODONTOPHORIDAE 

 9 Dark-backed Wood-Quail Odontophorus melanonotus 
 

 

GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE 
 10 Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis 
 

 
PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE 

 11 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 
 12 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis H 

13 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 
 14 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 
 15 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea H 

16 Dusky Pigeon Patagioenas goodsoni 
 17 Black-winged Ground-Dove Metriopelia melanoptera 
 18 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 
 19 Pallid Dove Leptotila pallida 
 20 White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata 
 21 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 
 

 
CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE 

 22 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 
 23 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana L 

 
NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE 

 24 Rufous-bellied Nighthawk Lurocalis rufiventris 
 25 Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra 
 

 

OILBIRD STEATORNITHIDAE 
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26 Oilbird Steatornis caripensis 
 

 

SWIFTS APODIDAE 
 27 Spot-fronted Swift Cypseloides cherriei H 

28 Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila 
 29 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 
 30 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis L 

 
HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE 

 31 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 
 32 Band-tailed Barbthroat Threnetes ruckeri 
 33 White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui 
 34 Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus 
 35 White-throated (Choco) Daggerbill Schistes albogularis 
 36 Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 
 37 Lesser (Green) Violetear Colibri cyanotus 
 38 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans 
 39 Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus strophianus 
 40 Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis 
 41 Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 
 42 Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys 
 43 Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii 
 44 Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis 
 45 Ecuadorian Hillstar Oreotrochilus chimborazo 
 46 Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae 
 47 Purple-backed Thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum 

48 Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina 
 49 Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis luciani 
 50 Golden-breasted Puffleg Eriocnemis mosquera 
 51 Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis 
 52 Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni 
 53 Collared Inca Coeligena torquata 
 54 Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae 
 55 Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi 
 56 Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera 
 57 Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus 
 58 Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens 
 59 Chestnut-breasted Coronet Boissonneaua matthewsii 
 60 Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini 
 61 Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii 
 62 Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini 
 63 Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides 
 64 Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 
 65 Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix 
 66 Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas 
 67 Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris 
 68 White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant 
 69 Purple-throated Woodstar Philodice mitchellii 
 70 Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus 
 71 Crowned (Green-crowned) Woodnymph Thalurania colombica 
 72 Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae 
 73 Blue-chested Hummingbird Amazilia amabilis 
 74 Purple-chested Hummingbird Amazilia rosenbergi 
 75 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 
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RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS RALLIDAE 
 76 Brown Wood-Rail Aramides wolfi 
 77 Slate-colored (Andean) Coot Fulica ardesiaca 
 

 

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE 
 78 Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens 
 

 

SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES SCOLOPACIDAE 
 79 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes L 

 
GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS LARIDAE 

 80 Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus 
 

 

HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS ARDEIDAE 
 81 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
 

 

NEW WORLD VULTURES CATHARTIDAE 
 82 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 
 83 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura jota 
 84 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus 
 

 

HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES ACCIPITRIDAE 
 85 Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus 
 86 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 
 87 Sharp-shinned (Plain-breasted) Hawk Accipiter striatus ventralis L 

88 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 
 89 Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma 
 90 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
 91 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 
 

 

TROGONS TROGONIDAE 
 92 Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps 
 93 Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus H 

94 Blue-tailed (Chocó) Trogon Trogon comptus H 

95 (Western) White-tailed Trogon Trogon chionurus H 

96 Masked Trogon Trogon personatus 
 

 

MOTMOTS MOMOTIDAE 
 97 Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 
 98 Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 
 

 

KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE 
 99 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 
 

 

NEW WORLD BARBETS CAPITONIDAE 
 100 Orange-fronted Barbet Capito squamatus 
 101 Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 
 

 

TOUCAN-BARBETS SEMNORNITHIDAE 
 102 Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphastinus 
 

 

TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE 
 103 Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus 

104 Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena laminirostris 
 105 Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus erythropygius 

106 

Yellow-throated (Chestnut-mandibled) 
Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii 

107 Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis 
 

 

WOODPECKERS PICIDAE 
 108 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 
 109 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 
 110 Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii 
 111 Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus 
 112 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 
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FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE 
 113 Carunculated Caracara Phalcoboenus carunculatus 
 114 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
 

 

NEW WORLD AND AFRICAN PARROTS Psittacidae  
 115 Rose-faced Parrot Pyrilia pulchra 
 116 Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus 
 117 Speckle-faced (White-capped) Parrot Pionus tumultuosus seniloides 
 118 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 
 119 Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus 
 

 

TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE 
 120 Great Antshrike Taraba major 
 121 Black-crowned (Western Slaty-) Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha 
 122 Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor H 

123 Pacific Antwren Myrmotherula pacifica 
 124 Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor 
 125 Streak-headed (Long-tailed) Antbird Drymophila striaticeps 
 126 Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul H 

127 Zeledon's (Immaculate) Antbird Hafferia zeledoni 
 

 

ANTPITTAS GRALLARIIDAE 
 128 Undulated Antpitta Grallaria squamigera H 

129 Giant Antpitta Grallaria gigantea 
 130 Moustached Antpitta Grallaria alleni 
 131 Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla H 

132 Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria flavotincta 
 133 Equatorial (Rufous) Antpitta Grallaria saturata 
 134 Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis 
 135 Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris 
 

 

TAPACULOS RHINOCRYPTIDAE 
 136 Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis orthonyx 
 137 Ash-colored Tapaculo Myornis senilis 
 138 Blackish (Unicolored) Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans H 

139 Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmanni H 

 
ANTTHRUSHES FORMICARIIDAE 

 140 Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius rufipectus 
 

 

OVENBIRDS AND WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE 
 141 Tyrannine Woodcreeper Dendrocincla tyrannina H 

142 Northern Barred-Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae 
 143 Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus 
 144 Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 
 145 Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
 146 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger 
 147 Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii 

148 Rusty-winged Barbtail Premnornis guttuliger 
 149 Pale-legged (Pacific) Hornero Furnarius leucopus cinnamomeus 

150 Chestnut-winged (Bar-winged) Cinclodes Cinclodes albidiventris 
 151 Stout-billed Cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior 
 152 Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa 
 153 Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris H 

154 Striped Treehunter Thripadectes holostictus H 

155 Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps 
 156 Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens H 

157 Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger 
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158 Andean Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura andicola 
 159 Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata 
 160 Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops 
 161 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae 
 162 Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa 
 

 

MANAKINS PIPRIDAE 
 163 Golden-winged Manakin Masius chrysopterus 
 164 White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus L 

 
COTINGAS COTINGIDAE 

 165 Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii 
 166 Orange-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola jucunda 
 167 Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii 
 168 Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus 
 169 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus 
 170 Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata 
 

 

TITYRAS AND ALLIES TITYRIDAE 
 171 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 
 172 Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor L 

173 Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus H 

174 White-winged Becard 
Pachyramphus polychopterus 
dorsalis 

175 Black-and-white Becard Pachyramphus albogriseus H 

 
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE 

 176 Brown-capped Tyrannulet Ornithion brunneicapillus 
 177 White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus 
 178 White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus 
 179 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys 
 180 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus L 

181 Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 
 182 White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps 
 183 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea 
 184 Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis 
 185 Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps 
 186 Choco (Golden-faced) Tyrannulet Zimmerius (chrysops) albigularis 

187 Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus 
 188 Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus pelzelni H 

189 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 
 190 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus 
 191 Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans 
 192 Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus 
 193 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 
 194 Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus H 

195 Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta 
 196 Crowned Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca frontalis 
 197 Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca diadema 
 198 Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris 
 199 Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor 
 200 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 
 201 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 
 202 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 
 203 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 
 204 Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus 
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205 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus 
 206 Snowy-throated Kingbird Tyrannus niveigularis 
 207 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 
 

 

VIREOS AND ALLIES VIREONIDAE 
 208 Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata L 

209 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys L 

210 Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi 

 

 

CROWS JAYS AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE 
 211 Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa 
 212 Green (Inca) Jay Cyanocorax yncas yncas 
 

 

SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE 
 213 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
 214 Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina 
 215 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
 

 

WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE 
 216 House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
 217 Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis 
 218 Grass (Sedge) Wren Cistothorus platensis aequatorialis 

219 Plain-tailed Wren Pheugopedius euophrys H 

220 Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus H 

221 Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa 
 222 Sharpe's (Sepia-brown) Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens L 

223 Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 
 

 

DIPPERS CINCLIDAE 
 224 White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus 
 

 

THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE 
 225 Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides H 

226 Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater H 

227 Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris 
 228 Great Thrush Turdus fuscater 
 229 Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus H 

 
FINCHES, EUPHONIAS AND ALLIES FRINGILLIDAE 

 230 Orange-crowned Euphonia Euphonia saturata 
 231 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 
 232 Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 
 233 Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia Chlorophonia pyrrhophrys 
 

 

NEW WORLD SPARROWS PASSERELLIDAE 
 

234 

Yellow-throated Chlorospingus (Bush-
Tanager) Chlorospingus flavigularis L 

235 Dusky Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus semifuscus 
 236 Gray-browed (Stripe-headed) Brushfinch Arremon assimilis 
 237 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 
 238 Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 
 239 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 
 240 Tricolored Brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor 
 241 Pale-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidinucha 
 242 Yellow-breasted (Rufous-naped) Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus 
 

 

TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE 
 243 Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi 
 244 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 
 245 Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis pacificus 
 246 (Northern) Mountain Cacique Cacicus chrysonotus leucoramphus 
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NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE 

 247 Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava 
 248 Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 
 249 Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus 
 250 Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata 
 251 Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 
 252 Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata 
 253 Slate-throated Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus 
 254 Spectacled Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus melanocephalus 
 

 

MITROSPINGID TANAGERS MITROSPINGIDAE 
 255 Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii 
 

 

CARDINALS AND ALLIES CARDINALIDAE 
 256 White-winged Tanager Piranga leucoptera 
 

 

TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE 
 257 Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus superciliaris 
 258 Black-eared (Western) Hemispingus Hemispingus melanotis ochraceus 

259 Gray-hooded Bush Tanager Cnemoscopus rubrirostris 
 260 Rufous-chested Tanager Thlypopsis ornata L 

261 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 
 

262 Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanager 
Ramphocelus flammigerus 
icteronotus 

263 Moss-backed Tanager Bangsia edwardsi 
 264 Hooded Mountain Tanager Buthraupis montana 
 265 Black-chested Mountain Tanager Cnemathraupis eximia 
 266 Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii 
 267 Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris 
 268 Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus 
 269 Black-chinned Mountain Tanager Anisognathus notabilis 
 270 Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager Dubusia taeniata H 

271 Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota 
 272 Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis 
 273 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 
 274 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 
 275 Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala 
 276 Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix 
 277 Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei 
 278 Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 
 279 Rufous-throated Tanager Ixothraupis rufigula 
 280 Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii 
 281 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis 
 282 Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides 
 283 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola L 

284 Flame-faced Tanager (Yellow-faced) Tangara parzudakii lunigera 
 285 Golden Tanager Tangara arthus 
 286 Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 
 287 Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 
 288 Black-faced (Yellow-tufted) Dacnis Dacnis lineata aequatorialis 
 289 Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta 
 290 Scarlet-breasted Dacnis Dacnis berlepschi 
 291 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus L 

292 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 
 293 Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira L 
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294 Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum 
 295 Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor 
 296 Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons 
 297 Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii 
 298 Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis 
 299 Indigo Flowerpiercer Diglossa indigotica H 

300 Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea 
 301 Plumbeous Sierra Finch Phrygilus unicolor 
 302 Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina 
 303 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis 
 304 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 
 305 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus 
 306 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 
 307 Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis 
 

 

MAMMALS (partial list) 
  1 Red-tailed Squirrel  Sciurus granatensis 

 2 Central American Agouti  Dasyprocta punctata 
 3 Tapeti (Brazilian Rabbit) Sylvilagus brasiliensis 
 4 Tayra  Eira barbara 
 5 Spectacled Bear  Tremarctos ornatus 
 6 White-tailed Deer  Odocoileus virginianus 
  

 
 
LIST OF THE EXTENSION (additional species only) 
 

 

GUANS, CHACHALACAS, CURASSOWS CRACIDAE 
 1 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 
 

 

PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE 
 2 Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla 
 

 

HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE 
 3 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 
 4 Gray-chinned Hermit Phaethornis griseogularis L 

5 Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis 
 6 Wire-crested Thorntail Discosura popelairii 
 7 Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena 
 8 Rufous-vented Whitetip Urosticte ruficrissa 
 9 Black-throated Brilliant Heliodoxa schreibersii 
 10 Gould's Jewelfront Heliodoxa aurescens 
 11 Violet-fronted Brilliant Heliodoxa leadbeateri 
 12 Gorgeted Woodstar Chaetocercus heliodor 
 13 Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti 
 14 Napo Sabrewing Campylopterus villaviscensio 
 15 Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata 
 16 Many-spotted Hummingbird Taphrospilus hypostictus 
 17 Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata 
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18 Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone 
 

 

SEEDSNIPES THINOCORIDAE 
 19 Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe Attagis gayi 
 

 

SANDPIPERS SCOLOPACIDAE 
 20 Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 
 

 

HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS ARDEIDAE 
 21 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
 

 

HAWKS, EAGLES, KITES ACCIPITRIDAE 
 22 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 
 

 

OWLS STRIGIDAE 
 23 "San Isidro" Owl (Black-banded?) Ciccaba sp. (huhula?) 
 

 

PUFFBIRDS BUCCONIDAE 
 24 White-chested Puffbird Malacoptila fusca 
 

 

NEW WORLD BARBETS CAPITONIDAE 
 25 Gilded Barbet Capito auratus 
 

 

TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE 
 26 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis 
 27 Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus 
 

28 
Yellow-throated Toucan (Black-mandibled) 
Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus 

 

 

FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE 
 29 Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus H 

30 Buckley's Forest-Falcon Micrastur buckleyi H 

 
PARROTS PSITTACIDAE 

 31 Scaly-naped Parrot (Amazon) Amazona mercenarius 
 32 Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus 
 

 

TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE 
 33 Lined Antshrike Thamnophilus tenuepunctatus 
 34 Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis 
 35 Peruvian Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis peruviana 
 36 Western (White-backed) Fire-eye Pyriglena maura 
 37 Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus 
 

 

OVENBIRDS & WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE 
 38 Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis 
 39 Black-billed Treehunter Thripadectes melanorhynchus 
 40 Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes ophthalmicus 
 41 Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 
 42 Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 
 43 Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes 
 

 

VIREOS AND ALLIES VIREONIDAE 
 44 Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris 
 45 Olivaceous Greenlet Hylophilus olivaceus L 

 
CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE 

 46 Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 
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WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE 
 47 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 
 

 

THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE 
 48 Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides 
 49 White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis 
 50 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis 
 

 

SPARROWS AND ALLIES PASSERELLIDAE  
 51 Common Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus flavopectus 
 52 Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons 
 

 

TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE 
 53 Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 
 54 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 
 55 Scarlet-rumped (Subtropical) Cacique Cacicus uropygialis uropygialis 
 

 

TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE 
 56 Black-eared Hemispingus Sphenopsis melanotis 
 57 Spotted Tanager Ixothraupis punctata L 

58 Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 
 59 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 
 60 Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala 
 61 Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus 
 62 White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera 
 63 Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens 
 64 Chestnut-bellied (Lesser) Seed-Finch Sporophila angolensis 
 65 Blue-gray (Grayish) Saltator Saltator coerulescens 
 

 

MAMMALS 
  

 
MARMOSETS, CAPUCHINS, SQUIRREL MONKEYS CEBIDAE 

 1 Graells's (Black-mantled) Tamarin  Saguinus graellsi 
 

 

NIGHT MONKEYS AOTIDAE 
 2 Spix's Night Monkey  Aotus vociferans 
 

 

AGOUTIS DASYPROCTIDAE 
 3 Black Agouti  Dasyprocta fuliginosa 
 

 

RACCOONS, COATIS, OLINGOS, ETC. PROCYONIDAE 
 4 Kinkajou  Potos flavus 
 

 

TAPIRS TAPIRIDAE 
 5 Mountain Tapir  Tapirus pinchaque 
  


