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A Tropical Birding Scheduled Tour 
 
 

Eastern Australia: From Top to Bottom - Birding Tour 
 

28th October – 16th November 2022 
 

 
This female Plains-wanderer on the plains south of Hay, was voted as the Bird-of-the—Tour (Sam Woods) 

 
Guided by Ben Knoot and Sam Woods 

Report written by Sam Woods 
 

Birds in the photos within this report are denoted in RED. 
Thanks to participants James Hoagland, Shailesh Pinto & Terry Rosenmeier for providing photos for this report. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
  
This year’s Eastern Australia tour was very different from all of the previous ones. This was by virtue of the extreme weather 
that was associated with this La Nina year. What this translated to was intense heat in the Wet tropics leg out of Cairns, 
and very wet conditions in New South Wales and Tasmania, which led to epic flooding in some areas.  This meant we were 
unable to visit some of our “normal” areas around Forbes and Lake Cargelligo and were not able to get into any mallee 
habitat at all, which cost us a handful of species. Therefore, we ended up birding some completely new areas/routes, (which 
appeared to be rarely birded from our scouring of eBird records), and then work these for our target birds based on our 
understanding of habitats and microhabitats for any given target species with otherwise scant information. It certainly 
kept the guides on their toes! However, in many this tour was typical. We still managed to track down nearly all of the 
regular bird families that are typically seen on this tour, and the vast majority of the major target bird species. Our overall 
total-397 bird species recorded-was a little lower than usual, but this was still a very healthy total indeed, which was loaded 
with mega bird species and bird families. If you look through this report, (and consider this was one of the most challenging 
tours we have done to Eastern Australia), then if this is as “bad” as it gets, it is pretty darn good! … 
 

 
SEVEN different bowerbirds species were seen, including this male Golden Bowerbird on the Atherton Tablelands  (Ben Knoot) 
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Pink Cockatoo south of Hay, one of NINE cockatoo species seen (Ben Knoot) 

 
A perusal of some of the families that featured, (and the number of species within some of these), will illustrate this: 
Cassowaries and Emu (Emu & Southern Cassowary), Magpie-Goose, Megapodes, Bustards (Australian Bustard), 
Frogmouths (Papuan, Tawny & Marbled Frogmouths), Owlet-Nightjars, (Australian Owlet-Nightjar), Cranes (Sarus Crane 
& Brolga), Plains-wanderer, Jacanas (Comb-crested Jacana), Buttonquail, Albatrosses, Barn-Owls, Owls (including 
Powerful Owl), Kingfishers (9 species including Azure, Red-backed, & Torresian Kingfishers, Laughing & Blue-winged 
Kookaburras, Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher), Bee-eaters (Rainbow Bee-eater),  Rollers, Cockatoos (9 species 
including Red-tailed, Yellow-tailed & Glossy Black-Cockatoos, Pink & Gang-gang Cockatoos, and Galah), Old World 
Parrots (17 species, including Superb, Turquoise, Blue-winged & Swift Parrots, Crimson & Eastern Rosellas, Australian 
King-Parrot, and Double-eyed Fig-Parrot), Pittas (Noisy Pitta), Lyrebirds (Albert’s & Superb Lyrebirds), Bowerbirds (7 
species, including Regent, Golden & Satin Bowerbirds and Spotted, Green and Tooth-billed Catbirds), Australasian 
Treecreepers (3 species, including Red-browed Treecreeper), Fairywrens (8 species, including Southern Emuwren, 
Splendid, Lovely & White-winged Fairywrens), Honeyeaters (44 species), Bristlebirds (Eastern Bristlebird), Pardalotes 
(Spotted, Striated & Forty-spotted Pardalotes), Thornbills and Allies (26 species, including Fernwren & Rockwarbler), 
Pseudo-Babblers (Gray-crowned & White-browed Babblers), Logrunners (Chowchilla & Australian Logrunner), Sittellas 
(Varied Sittella), Whipbirds & Wedgebills (Eastern Whipbird), Shrike-tits (Eastern Shrike-tit), Boatbills (Yellow-breasted 
Boatbill), Birds-of-Paradise (males of both Victoria’s & Paradise Riflebirds), Monarch-Flycatchers (9 species, including 
Spectacled, Pied & White-eared Monarchs), White-winged Chough & Apostlebird (both namesake species), and 
Australasian Robins (14 species, including Red-capped, Rose, Pink, Flame & Scarlet Robins)!!! 
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The tour took the form of 4 distinct legs: 
Cairns, Brisbane, Sydney, and Tasmania, 
each connected by domestic flights. The 
Wet Tropics stage out of Cairns (Northeast 
Queensland), as always, was a bit of a 
headrush, as we blitzed our first Australian 
birds in one of the most diverse regions for 
birds, and BIRD HABITATS in the entire 
country. TROPICAL LOWLAND RAINFOREST 
birds included Southern Cassowary, 
Yellow-breasted Boatbill, Papuan 
Frogmouth, Buff-breasted Paradise-
Kingfisher, and Pied Monarch. Higher up, 
the SUBTROPICAL & MONTANE 
RAINFOREST yielded a glowing male 
Golden Bowerbird, a party of charismatic 
Chowchillas, Spotted Catbird, and males of 
Victoria’s Riflebird. A  visit to the termite-
mound ridden OPEN EUCALYPT SAVANNA 
brought us Australian Bustard, Squatter 
Pigeon, Blue-winged Kookaburra, Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo, Pale-headed 
Rosella, Great Bowerbird, and nesting 
Tawny Frogmouths. In the MANGROVES, 
we located Torresian Kingfisher and Rose-
crowned Fruit-Dove, while TROPICAL 
WETLANDS yielded Magpie-Goose, Comb-
crested Jacana, Green Pygmy-Goose and 
Crimson Finch. Shorebirds like Beach Thick-
knee, Black-fronted Dotterel, Great Knot, 
Terek Sandpiper and Far Eastern Curlew 
were found on TIDAL MUDFLATS, and 
seabirds like Red-footed & Brown Boobies 
and Sooty & Bridled Terns were observed 
on a SANDY CAY on the Great Barrier Reef. 
Outside of these habitats, we found 
displaying Tawny Grassbirds, Buff-banded Rails and two species of cranes (Brolga & Sarus Crane) utilising LARGE SCALE 
FARMING areas, and last-but-not-least, an area of DRY SCLEROPHYLL FOREST brought a new family for all with a 
cooperative Eastern Shrike-tit. 
 
Moving south, we left the energy-sapping tropical humidity of Cairns behind us, as we landed in Brisbane, in Southern 
Queensland. This was a short leg, at just a few days, but was action-packed. We crammed in a Koala right in Brisbane 
itself, in DRY SCLEROPHYLL FOREST, before finding Glossy Black-Cockatoo in a casuarina-peppered, hillier version of the 
same habitat, higher up closer to Lamington National Park. Once we reached O’Reilly’s our attentions focused on the 
SUBTROPICAL & MONTANE RAINFOREST at the top of the plateau in the Green Mountains section of the national park, 
where Albert’s Lyrebird, Paradise Riflebird, comical Australian Logrunners, Rose Robin, a nighttime Marbled Frogmouth, 
Regent & Satin Bowerbirds, Green Catbird, Superb Fairywren, Crimson Rosella and Australian King-Parrot all starred in 
quick succession. 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

5 

 

 
 

Rose Robin from O’Reilly’s, one of FOURTEEN species of Australasian Robins recorded on the tour (Ben Knoot) 
 

 
The next leg started saw us move into another state, New South Wales, and started in Sydney, but swiftly moved inland to 
the Capertee Valley, where TEMPERATE EUCALYPT WOODLAND was home to more Eastern Shrike-Tits, Diamond Firetails, 
and Turquoise Parrot. An area of RIVER RED GUMS within this near Orange held a nesting Superb Parrot. A melange of  
TEMPERATE EUCALYPT WOODLAND and BRIGALOW AND CALLITRIS WOODLANDS near Griffith played host to Varied 
Sittella, Splendid Fairywren, and Red-capped Robin, while the CHENOPOD & SAMPHIRE SHRUBLAND on the plains south 
of Hay held Emus, Red Kangaroos, and the much wanted Plains-wanderer at night time that followed a pair of Pink 
Cockatoos in an isolated patch of woodland there. TEMPERATE WETLANDS were hard work this year, with so many birds 
having vanished far inland, and scattered far and wide with water everywhere, but we still managed to find Pacific Heron, 
Pink-eared, Musk & Blue-billed Ducks, and plenty of Black Swans. Moving back towards Sydney, and the coast, we 
surveyed LOWLAND HEATHLAND,  which held a very cooperative Eastern Bristlebird, Southern Emuwren, plentiful New 
Holland Honeyeaters and a party of Gang-gang Cockatoos in a grove of Eucalyptus trees within TEMPERATE EUCULPYT 
WOODLANDS that bordered the heath. Nearby, a Superb Lyrebird foraged at the edge of WET SCLEROPHYLL FOREST, which 
also held some Common Wombats and a Southern Boobook by night. LOWLAND HEATHLAND on A ROCKY HEADLAND 
with a scenic outcropping of Hawkesbury Sandstone close to Sydney held Rockwarbler to end our time in New South Wales. 
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The southernmost leg of the tour was based 
out of Hobart, on the island state of 
Tasmania, for three nights. Bruny Island 
provided a wonderful day chasing endemics 
and specialties there. In the gum trees 
within TEMPERATE EUCALYPT WOODLAND 
we found the endangered Forty-spotted 
Pardalote, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Swift Parrot, while Strong-billed 
Honeyeaters were found in stringy barks 
within WET SCLEROPHYLL FOREST. Where 
this became darker and damper, 
TEMPERATE RAINFOREST emerged that 
held Pink Robin and Scrubtit. In patches of 
LOWLAND HEATHLAND Beautiful Firetail 
and a fiery Flame Robin were found, and 
Blue-winged Parrots were found in nearby 
farmland. The SANDY BEACHES held a 
nesting pair of Hooded Plovers and groups 
of Little Penguins which closed the tour in 
some style as they waddled ashore under 
the first cover of darkness. 
 
With all of this in mind, we managed to 
somehow muddle a TOP TEN BIRDS OF THE 
TOUR LIST, from a very lengthy list of 
contenders voted for by the participants…It 
was as interesting for what was NOT on the 
final list, as it was for what was! 
 
 

Striped Possum Lake Eacham (Shailesh Pinto) 
 
TOP TEN BIRDS OF THE TOUR: 

1 Plains-wanderer (Hay Plains, New South Wales) 
2 Southern Cassowary (Etty Bay, NE Queensland) 
3 Pink Robin (Bruny Island, Tasmania) 
4 Pink Cockatoo (Hay Plains, New South Wales) 
5 Golden Whistler (Mount Hypipamee, NE Queensland) 
6 White-winged Fairywren (Hay Plains, New South Wales) 
7 Flame Robin (Tasman Arch, Tasmania) 
8 Satin Bowerbird (O’Reilly’s, Southern Queensland) 
9 Brolga (Atherton, NE Queensland) 
10 Noisy Pitta (Carr Road), Australian Owlet-Nightjar (Davies Creek) & Eastern Yellow Robin (O’Reilly’s) 
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…And some notable omissions from this list: Chowchilla, Australian Logrunner, Golden & Regent Bowerbirds, 
Albert’s & Superb Lyrebirds, Gang-gang & Glossy Black-Cockatoos, Papuan, Tawny & Marbled Frogmouths, 
White-capped Albatross, Buff-breasted Paradise, Azure & Red-backed Kingfishers, Powerful Owl, Little 
Penguin, Superb, Turquoise & Swift Parrots, Southern Emuwren, Superb & Splendid Fairywrens, Eastern 
Whipbird, Yellow-breasted Boatbill, Pied Monarch, Victoria’s Riflebird, Rose, Red-capped & Scarlet Robins, 
Spotted Pardalote, and Diamond & Beautiful Firetails! 
 
Finally, we should also mention the MAMMALS of Australia we were able to observe, for these were noteworthy too. From 
seeing Eastern Gray Kangaroos boxing on a golf course on the edge of the Outback, to watching a Striped Possum (photo 
page 6) gorge on honey in the rainforest by night, to seeing a Koala not far from downtown Brisbane, to observing a 
Lumholtz’s Tree-Kangaroo feeding in low forest like we were not there, to giant Red Kangaroos on the plains of inland 
New South Wales, to that last minute Short-beaked Echidna trundling along a Tasmanian trail on during our final days, 
there were plenty of non-avian celebrities too!  
 
TOUR SUMMARY: 
 
Cairns Leg (Queensland): 
 
Day 1 (of birding): Cairns & Etty Bay (QUEENSLAND) 

 
Double-eyed Fig-Parrots were seen well in Cairns (Shailesh Pinto) 
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The tour started with two different Southern Cassowaries on the first afternoon south of Cairns (Sam Woods) 

 
In many ways this atypical tour started typically, with spectacular common Aussie species supplemented by 
some impressive, scarcer ones. We kicked the tour off at 1pm in Cairns, making our first stop at the city’s botanic 
gardens, where a roosting male Papuan Frogmouth oddly had its wings spread out sunning itself. This was 
probably indicative of the unusually hot conditions endured around Cairns at this time, where a severe weather 
warning was in place, with temperatures exceeding 30 Celsius (90+ Fahrenheit). A quick stop along the foreshore 
at The Esplanade was made too, in order to connect with some Australian shorebirds. The tide was not at the 
optimum height for us unfortunately, but we did find Far Eastern Curlew, Terek Sandpiper, and Great Knot on 
the mudflats. The Esplanade is lined with trees, which also hosted some nice birds too, like the abundant 
Torresian Imperial Pigeon, and a rowdy Varied Honeyeater. Better still though was a Torresian Kingfisher that 
was tempted out of the mangrove to sit in an open Casuarina tree along the seafront, and a fruiting tree lured 
in a popular Double-eyed Fig-Parrot (photo page 7), which allowed us long scope looks. Many regulars were also 
racked up too, like Laughing Kookaburra, Magpie-lark, Rainbow Lorikeet and Olive-backed Sunbird. By then, it 
was midafternoon, so we set our sights to the south of Cairns, making a 100km (60 mile) journey to Etty Bay, 
for a potential bird of the tour right on day one. We turned down the road towards the beach and immediately 
combed the sides of the road for our quarry… 
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It did not take long to spot a large black shape foraging on the road verge, one of two different Southern 
Cassowaries (photo page 8) seen that afternoon. One was watched nonchalantly walking along the road at close 
range, while another was walking the back of the beach further down, while beachgoers barely noticed it. Both 
allowed long close studies of one of Australia’s most wanted birds, and it was a quick early highlight by way of 
its impressive appearance and the high quality of the experience with both birds. We finished off with a pub 
dinner in Cairns, where some took time to sample grilled kangaroo, along with one of an abundance of Australian 
beers and wines on offer. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Southern Cassowary 
 
Day 2: Cairns and The Great Barrier Reef (QUEENSLAND) 
 

 
Close ups of nesting seabirds like this Brown Booby came from our trip to the Great Barrier Reef (Sam Woods) 

 
The day started with a pre-breakfast stop in the mangroves at the northern end of The Esplanade, where it took 
a little while before we nailed down a pair of Mangrove Robins. This was our main target, but we were arguably 
more impressed by a beautiful Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove that was also inhabiting the mangroves. This brief stint 
also produced our first Varied Trillers, Helmeted Friarbirds, Rainbow Bee-eaters, and Green Orioles, and more 
Australian Figbirds, all seen within sight of the foreshore. A Leaden Flycatcher also made an appearance there 
too, and a Torresian Kingfisher was noted fishing on the mudflat.  
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We then made our way over to the pier in Cairns and boarded our boat for the day, the Seastar. We spent most 
of the day out on the Great Barrier Reef, admiring breeding seabirds on a sandy island, and snorkeling the reef. 
Our first stop was the wonderful Michaelmas Cay, a sandy island that is a haven for nesting seabirds. As we 
approached the island Ben pointed out a couple of Black Noddy, and our first Bridled Terns were noted too, 
which were more numerous than usual, with several pairs seen on the island itself too. Once we set foot on the 
cay we got point blank views of nesting Sooty Terns, Brown Noddies and Brown Boobies (photo page 9). A boat 
trip was taken around the far side of the island, which is only accessible by boat, where large gatherings of terns 
held Great and Lesser Crested Terns, a handful of Black-naped Terns, and the odd Roseate Tern too, much to 
the delight of Karyn. One Little Tern was also spotted there, and among the resting Great and Lesser 
Frigatebirds were a couple of Red-footed Booby, a regular rarity in the area. This represented pretty much all 
we could see out there from the regular crop, and so it allowed many to enjoy the wonders of the Great Barrier 
Reef below the surface by way of some snorkeling on Hastings Reef.  
 
The boat docked back in Cairns at around 3:30pm, which gave us time to drop back to the hotel, change out of 
our beachwear, and head out for a few birds around town. First stop was a small park that held a nesting Gray 
Goshawk, whose head was just about visible above the rim of the nest. The same park also held Brahminy Kite, 
and Yellow and White-throated Honeyeaters. Our final stop was at Centenary Lakes, where Orange-footed 
Scrubfowl and Australian Brush-Turkey were prowling the lawns, Black Butcherbird was perched above, and 
Metallic Starlings blasted overhead regularly. Some brief views there of Lovely Fairywren left us wanting more, 
before we needed to retire for a good Thai dinner in Cairns to close out the day. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove 
 
Day 3: Cairns to The Daintree (QUEENSLAND) 
 
This day would see us reach the furthest north point of the entire tour once we reached the town of Daintree 
that evening. However, we hit a number of birding stops before we got there. We started out just north of Cairns 
at Machans Beach, where Little Bronze-Cuckoo and Common Cicadabird were finally tracked down, and a pair 
of Lovely Fairywrens were located too, along with our first Dollarbird. With the paucity of shorebirds on The 
Esplanade the day before, we made a quick survey of the flats nearby, where we were hoping for a Beach Thick-
knee. We did not find that, but we did locate the only Red-necked Stints of the tour, Pacific Golden Plovers and 
Red-capped Plovers of the tour, and also spotted a Black-fronted Dotterel. Next up was a trip to Cattana 
Wetlands, where we scoured the lake until we found a few Green Pygmy-Geese swimming amongst the floating 
vegetation, and some Comb-crested Jacanas walking on top of it, and also found a Crimson Finch feeding along 
the grassy edges. Above, among the smaller Australian Swiftlets were a few Pacific Swifts.  
 
Having covered scrubby areas, mangroves and tropical wetlands already that morning, we then changed tact 
and birded the road to Lake Morris, which passes through lush lowland tropical rainforest. Although we could 
not enter there before 8am (as the gate is closed prior to that), and it was already quite warm by the time of 
our arrival, the birds performed well, and we had a very special few hours on site. One of our first breaks came 
with a calling Yellow-breasted Boatbill, and not long after came another fruit dove and another “bird-of-the-
day”: Wompoo Fruit-Dove, a pair of which gave their namesake call in the scope.  
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While most of us were distracted by them, Stephen and Ben located a calling Super Fruit-Dove, which steadfastly 
refused to show again. However, the site will be best remembered for the series of monarchs that showed there.  
Early on Ben located a White-eared Monarch, then Spectacled Monarchs, and Pied Monarchs followed. On top 
of that, the site gave us our first Cryptic and Macleay’s Honeyeaters, Pale Yellow Robins and Fairy Gerygone 
to make it a very worthwhile stop indeed. A stop in at Abattoir Swamp in Julatten yielded several Brown-backed 
Honeyeaters, and Karen put us on to the hoped for White-cheeked Honeyeater there too. The rest of the 
journey to our accommodation in Daintree was underwhelming, as we tried for Buff-breasted Paradise-
Kingfisher as we neared there but were frustrated in trying to see them within the dense vegetation. A great 
meal, with grilled kangaroo that night washed down with excellent Australian wine did provide something of a 
compensation for this, and we vowed to try for the kingfisher again the next day. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Wompoo Fruit-Dove 
 
 

 
 

This Azure Kingfisher was  a major highlight for the people with cameras on our  Daintree River Cruise with Murray (Sam Woods) 
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Day 4: Daintree River Cruise to Mareeba (QUEENSLAND) 
 

 
Nesting Papuan Frogmouth on our Daintree River Cruise with Murray (Sam Woods) 

 
The day opened with a boat cruise along the Daintree River with local boatman Murray Hunt. After that, we 
traveled east to the town of Mareeba, nestled on the edge of the Outback. The boat cruise started quietly, with 
the odd Radjah Shelduck and Magpie-Goose, although things picked up when a Black Bittern flew across in 
front of us, and a small group of Spotted Whistling-Ducks were found resting on a temporary island. Several 
Azure Kingfishers (photo page 11) gave the photographers plenty to focus on, although a solitary Little 
Kingfisher bolted past at lightning speed. Several Shining Flycatchers and nesting Large-billed Gerygones were 
found during this relaxing activity. However, perhaps the most popular find on the boat trip was one of Murray’s 
regular nesting Papuan Frogmouths (photo above), which allowed close approach as they resembled a 
motionless piece of bark. We took breakfast at a local café in the village of Daintree, before we set of for pastures 
new. Our first major stop after that was Newell Beach, where emerged on to pristine white sand to see a Beach 
Thick-knee sharing the near-empty beach with a Pied Oystercatcher. After much of the first part of the day 
being dedicated to wetland species, we headed up to the base of Mount Lewis, and lowland forest after lunch. 
We were there for a special migrant to the area, Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher (photo page 14), which had 
only recently arrived. Unlike the day before, this individual was happy to call, and perch in the open, where we 
could observe it for some time. The same area also held our only Gray Whistler of the tour, and our first 
handsome Black-faced Monarch. Lower down, where the forest gave way to more open trees, we managed to 
locate one of the calling male Scarlet Myzomelas.  
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We swapped one lowland site for another, visiting Carr Road, where we soon located one of the mammals for 
which it is a sanctuary for, Red-legged Pademelon. We also got our first proper looks at Large-billed Scrubwren 
for all. However, our brief stop there will be best remembered for connecting with a Noisy Pitta, which was 
seen calling from a perch and hopping along the forest floor, which made it a shoe in for “Bird-of-the-Day”. 
 

 
Tame Squatter Pigeons posed for photos at Granite Gorge near Mareeba (Sam Woods) 

 
We continued our journey west, leaving the rainforest behind and entering the Outback around Mount Molloy, 
where a stop for a rest room quickly turned to birding, where some local flowers were hosting some aggressive 
Noisy Friarbirds and a Blue-faced Honeyeater. Our final official stop of this busy day was at Granite Gorge 
Nature Park, although as is typical for this tour, we pulled off of the side of the road en-route, when a group of 
Gray-crowned Babblers appeared. The same stop brought us our first Pied Butcherbird, and Australia’s smallest 
bird, Weebill. Shortly after Pinto spotted a roadside Australian Bustard and we pulled over again. Before we 
reached the park, another unscheduled stop was made for some Pale-headed Rosellas, our first Great 
Bowerbirds, and some tame Squatter Pigeons (photo above). The raucous calls of the world’s largest brood 
parasite, Channel-billed Cuckoo led us to this species perched in some local eucalyptus trees. In the park itself, 
the star was, of course, their local Mareeba Rock-Wallabies (photo page 15), which hopped all around us. After 
dinner in a local gastropub with power bowls on the menu, most of us headed out for one final bit of birding, 
where, after a time, we located a calling Australian Owlet-Nightjar, a much-wanted new family for many. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Noisy Pitta 
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Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher was a recent arrival (from New Guinea) on Mt. Lewis (Ben Knoot) 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

15 

 
One of the uber-tame Mareeba Rock-Wallabies (with joey) at Granite Gorge near Mareeba (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 5: Mount Lewis, Mount Carbine and Mareeba (QUEENSLAND) 
 
Our day began with a drive up to Mount Lewis, although we were forced to stop first for some Red-winged 
Parrots perched in the Outback town of Mount Molloy. Once on the mountain, we chose to do a forest trail for 
two of the more difficult mountain specialties. The first of these, Fernwren, soon appeared, but it took two 
different birds before we could all say we had it in the bag. However, those shenanigans were not needed for a 
cooperative party of Chowchillas a little further along the same trail, one of the most wanted birds of the trip 
for Andreas. The birds fed in their unique fashion for some time, allowing for long observations of this 
charismatic Australian bird, which is a specialty of montane forest in northeast Queensland. Other Atherton 
specialties came quickly, like Gray-headed Robin, Atherton Scrubwren, Mountain Thornbill, Bridled 
Honeyeater, and Bower’s Shrike-Thrush. Karen spotted a perched White-headed Pigeon, which made light 
work of a species that is usually much more difficult. The odd Topknot Pigeon overflew too but did not linger, 
but a calling Shining Bronze-Cuckoo performed much better. In the afternoon we moved into open eucalypt 
savanna close to the town of Mount Carbine, seeing another bustard on the way. The wonderful caravan park 
there hosted two different nesting Tawny Frogmouths (photo next page), our first Galahs, Apostlebirds, and 
some Great Bowerbirds with well decorated bowers.  
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Outside of the park, we stopped for a Blue-winged 
Kookaburra on a roadside wire, and White-throated 
Gerygone and Banded Honeyeater near the local 
cemetery. 
On our way back to Mareeba, we made a rapid stop when 
some Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were noted perched 
alongside (much appreciated by Paul in particular), a stop 
which also gave us our only Lemon-bellied Flycatchers of 
the tour, and our only sighting of Brush Cuckoo. Our first 
hulking Wedge-tailed Eagle and Little Corellas broke the 
journey too. Our final stop was on the edge of the town we 
were staying in, Mareeba, where we were entertained by 
some boxing Eastern Gray Kangaroos on the local golf 
course. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Tawny Frogmouth (photo right) 
 
Day 6: Atherton Tablelands (QUEENSLAND) 
 
We left Mareeba behind on this day and headed south to 
Mount Hypipamee on the Atherton Tablelands for the 
morning. We made a short stop at a gas station in Atherton, 
which had some good grassland at the time, and was home 
to displaying Tawny Grassbirds, and Buff-banded Rails and 
Golden-headed Cisticolas were seen there too. Moving out 
of agricultural lands and into montane forest again, we 
checked the parking area at Hypipamee, where several 
Tooth-billed Catbirds visited some fruiting trees. Male 
Victoria’s Riflebird, Golden Whistler and White-throated 
Treecreeper also made their first appearances. We then 
walked into the forest, following an obscure trail to a bird-built structure in the rainforest, where a glowing 
yellow male Golden Bowerbird (photo page 2) was found close to its bower. After an excellent lunch in Atherton, 
we stopped in at Hasties Swamp, where Wandering Whistling-Ducks, White-eyed Ducks, Australasian 
Swamphens and Royal Spoonbills were seen on the pond. A male Red-backed Fairywren gave excellent views 
from the blind too. Driving the local farm fields led us to groups of cranes of two different species: Brolga and 
Sarus Crane. Paul, being a self-confessed crane fanatic, was in seventh heaven. A couple of Spotted Harriers 
were resting on some agricultural equipment nearby. We finished our daytime birding with a search of a creek 
near Yungaburra for Platypus, which was unusually not in evidence. However, we were treated to something 
rarer still, with an amazing view of a Lumholtz’s Tree-Kangaroo (photo next page). A noisy camp of Spectacled 
Flying-Foxes was also viewed too, before we retired to Chambers Wildlife Rainforest Lodge for the night but 
made time to search for owls (unsuccessfully) and mammals after dinner. The clear highlights being a pair of 
Striped Possums, as well as a Long-nosed Bandicoot and a Krefft’s Glider. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Golden Bowerbird 
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This Lumholtz’s Tree-Kangaroo was the highlight of our visit to Yungaburra (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 7: Atherton Tablelands to Cairns (QUEENSLAND) 
 
This last day of birding on the Cairns leg was about strategically stopping in at sites that offered to plug the most 
gaps on our list. What we needed was spread over multiple areas. We started out on the doorstep of Chambers 
Lodge upgrading our looks of Victoria’s Riflebird right around the rainforest-side cabins there. Spotted Catbird 
also visited a feeding platform that Pinto had laden with bananas. A Forest Kingfisher was conspicuous in the 
garden there also. After that, we revisited Peterson’s Creek in Yungaburra, where we’d hoped to spot a Platypus, 
but were thwarted again for the second time. With bird families a major focus for folks on this tour, we opted 
to return to Bluff State Forest. This time we were quickly rewarded by finding a very cooperative Eastern Shrike-
Tit (photo page 18) a short time after our arrival. This family had recently been officially divided into three 
species, this being the easiest and most widespread of the three, and the only one in play on this tour. From 
there we chased after a recent sighting from Ben on a previous tour, stopping in within the Goldsborough Valley, 
where the hoped for Barred Cuckooshrike was still on its nest as hoped. Our final stops were for shorebirds 
around Cairns, with the rare Ruff, Sharp-tailed, Curlew and Marsh Sandpipers the best of these. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Eastern Shrike-Tit 
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This Eastern Shrike-Tit was the main highlight of our visit to Bluff State Forest (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 8: Cairns to Brisbane and O’ Reilly’s, Lamington National Park (QUEENSLAND) 
 
Before dawn, we left our Cairns hotel and took an early flight to Brisbane in Southern Queensland. Once in 
Brisbane, we visited Boondall Wetlands, where we added two mangrove specialties in quick succession, 
Mangrove Gerygone and Mangrove Honeyeater, as well as adding our first Chestnut Teals. Our next stop was 
due to be a Powerful Owl roost, but the owls had been missing for some time, and so that stop became a 
mammalian one instead. The group and guide were equally keen to see one of Australia’s most iconic mammals, 
and with the help of Pinto, this was made straightforward, as he spotted a Koala (photo page 19) shortly after 
we began searching. We managed to add two new birds there too, with Striated Pardalote providing a new 
family for all, and a Gray Butcherbird too. We also visited Mount Gravatt, where a pair of Square-tailed Kites 
had been nesting but found an empty nest there instead. Lunch on the mountain yielded our first Pied 
Currawongs. We continued south from there towards Lamington National Park, stopping near the base of the 
mountain to add Bell Miner to the bird list. On the way up to O’ Reilly’s, we noted our first Red-necked 
Wallabies, but better still was locating a nesting Glossy Black-Cockatoo (photo page 20) following a recent tip 
off, which was quickly instated as the bird-of-the-day. A windy, wet night prevented us from doing any 
nightbirding, so we decided to delay that until the next night. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Glossy Black-Cockatoo 
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This Koala was seen in Brisbane (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 9: O’ Reilly’s, Lamington National Park (QUEENSLAND) 
 
The full day at O’ Reilly’s is always a heady one. There is a wonderful set of birds to look for, and many of them 
are easy to find, or even tame right on the grounds. Thus we walked out from our rooms before breakfast and 
were quickly racking up new birds. Our first try at finding a lyrebird came up empty, but in the same area several 
confiding Eastern Yellow Robins, and, better still, an atypically low Rose Robin (photo page 5) were found to 
more than justify our early start. Satin and Regent Bowerbirds appeared here and there and gave 
photographers and birders alike several quality viewings at extremely close quarters. Eastern Whipbirds (photo 
page 20) proved once again that they are easier here than anywhere else, hopping around in the open at the 
forest edge to the delight of all. Other tame birds included regular White-browed and Yellow-throated 
Scrubwrens. We also quickly added our first Green Catbird of the tour, to make for a great opening session 
before we had even had our breakfast. Sam and Andreas connected with an early Albert’s Lyrebird but it slinked 
away before all could get there, or even they could get decent looks. However, we did see the first of many 
confiding Australian Logrunners just inside the forest. The tame parrots are what O’ Reilly’s is famous for among 
birders and non-birders alike, and we lapped up incredible close-ups of Crimson Rosellas and Australian King-
Parrots, some of which chose to use us as a perch! The same area held a very tame Wonga Pigeon too.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

20 

 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

21 

Glossy Black-Cockatoo (TOP) Ben Knoot & Eastern Whipbird (Sam Woods) from our time around O’ Reilly’s 
 

 
 

This Albert’s Lyrebird was scratching around near our cabins at O’Reilly’s (Shailesh Pinto) 
 

After a substantial buffet breakfast, we had few birds to look for, and so drove to another local trail and spent 
much of the rest of the morning there. Spending the rest of the morning and some of the afternoon there led 
us to get some great views of a calling Noisy Pitta, which delighted Karyn who had missed it earlier on the tour. 
Early in the afternoon, we finally found relief, when checking a regular area for the umpteenth time finally 
yielded long looks at a foraging, then preening Albert’s Lyrebird (photo above), thanks to Ben’s dogged 
persistence. A singing Bassian Thrush was a new addition there too. That night, after dinner, we went out in 
search of nightbirds, finding a Marbled Frogmouth a little way down the Wishing Well Trail. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Albert’s Lyrebird 
 

 
Photos Page 22: Crimson Rosella (TOP) & Australian King-Parrot Lamington National Park (Sam Woods) 
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Photos Page 20: Regent Bowerbird (TOP) & Satin Bowerbird Lamington National Park (Sam Woods) 
 

Day 10: Lamington National Park to Brisbane (QUEENSLAND); to Sydney,  
drive to Lithgow (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
This day was largely as travel day, as we returned to Brisbane airport and flew south to Sydney, in New South 
Wales. After arriving there, we soon drove west to Lithgow for the night. This was a good location from which 
to explore the Capertee Valley the next day. Our two major additions were a calling male Paradise Riflebird, 
and a singing Russet-tailed Thrush. However, we also reveled in further views of many Lamington regulars, like 
Green Catbird, Regent and Satin Bowerbirds (photos page 23), Crimson Rosellas and Australian King-Parrots 
(photos page 22) and Australian Logrunners (photo below), among others.  
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Paradise Riflebird 
 
 

 
 

Australian Logrunner  in Lamington National Park (Terry Rosenmeier) 
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Day 11: Lithgow and the Capertee Valley to Orange (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
The day started out largely as 
planned, with a morning trip west to 
the Capertee Valley. However, we 
changed our location for this night 
due to continuing flooding preventing 
access to the town of Forbes. 
Therefore, we stayed in the town of 
Orange instead, which worked out 
well. Conversely, in a wet year like 
this, our biggest challenge was finding 
wetland birds and ducks in particular, 
many of which had moved very far 
inland, where vast areas were under 
water at the time. With this in mind, 
we visited the sewage treatment plant 
in Lithgow, to ensure we picked up at 
least some of the ducks which had 
gone AWOL from their normal haunts. 
A family of Pink-eared Ducks was 
popular with Stephen in particular, 
and like the Blue-billed Duck there, 
were the only ones found on the tour. 
We also added Australian Shoveler to 
the list on the water, along with 
Yellow Thornbill and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill in the trees around the 
edges. 
 
Making multiple stops in the Capertee 
Valley quickly yielded new birds for us, 
such as Striated Thornbill near the top 
end, and Brown Treecreeper, a 
surprise Chestnut-rumped 
Heathwren, Restless Flycatcher, and 
Black-chinned, Brown-headed, and 
White-plumed Honeyeaters, and 
Jacky Winter a little further down.  

 
Red-browed Treecreeper near Yetholme (Sam Woods) 
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A Turquoise Parrot was also seen in 
the same area and was a big hit with 
Andreas who picked this as one of his 
Birds-of-the-Tour. Indeed, it was a 
sterling day for parrots with Red-
rumped Parrots and Eastern Rosellas 
both being seen well by the day’s 
end. Walking around the church yard 
at Glen Alice was interesting, where 
we located some singing Diamond 
Firetails, two different Hooded 
Robins, and two of the group 
stumbled on to a Brown Quail, which 
flew up in front of them. Several 
further Eastern Shrike-Tits were also 
seen through the morning. After 
lunch, we stopped in at Lake Wallace, 
where the star attraction was a male 
Musk Duck (photo page 27), which 
swam in close to the shore. A brief 
chase of some recent reports then 
ensued, which led to a marvelous pair 
of Satin Flycatchers (photo page 27), 
and a pair of Red-browed 
Treecreepers (photo page 25). It 
turned out to be a great day for 
treecreepers, with three species seen 
well that day (Brown, White-
throated and Red-browed 
Treecreepers). The Musk Duck would 
probably have made bird of the day, 
were it not for a late afternoon visit 
to Gosling Creek Reserve in Orange, 
where a nesting Superb Parrot (photo 
right) posed in the open making for 
one of the best photo opps. of the 
entire tour. The same park also 
produced a Fan-tailed Cuckoo and 
Little Grassbird. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Superb Parrot 

Superb Parrot near Orange (Ben Knoot) 
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Male Musk Duck at Lake Wallace (Ben Knoot) and male Satin Flycatcher (Sam Woods) 
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Day 12: Orange to Leeton (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
With continuing, extreme flood conditions, we needed to change location again for this night, staying in Leeton, 
rather than Lake Cargelligo, which was inaccessible. The day started out with a Red-backed Kingfisher and Pallid 
Cuckoo in Orange, then other new sites produced Buff-rumped and Inland Thornbills and White-eared 
Honeyeater. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Red-backed Kingfisher 
 

 
Black-tailed Native-Hens had recently arrived back on the flooded plains south of Hay  (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 13: Leeton to Hay (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
Our plan for the morning was to visit one of the region’s finest wetlands, Five Bough Swamp in Leeton. However, 
renewed flooding in the past few days led to closure of the extensive trail system there, restricting us  to viewing 
it from a road at distance. This was undoubtedly frustrating, but we did still manage to add some of our target 
birds in doing so, and it should be noted that three species that made the Top Ten Birds-of-the-Tour came out 
of this day… 
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The most conspicuous addition at  Five Bough was Black Swan, and after some searching, we tracked down our 
first Hoary-headed Grebes, and Stephen located a party of Australian Shelducks. In the lightly wooded areas on 
the edge of the wetland we added a Common Bronzewing, our first Yellow-throated Miners, and a popular 
party of Purple-backed Fairywrens. Driving around the wetland, we also located some Fairy Martins that were 
nesting in a culvert, and a couple of Zebra Finches, which were tricky on this year’s tour, and were the only ones 
seen. On our way to the westernmost point of the tour, we checked the road verges near Darlington Point, and 
quickly found a handful of Long-billed Corellas. By the afternoon we had driven further west on to chenopod 
plains near the town of Hay, our destination for the night, and where Stephen found the first of around a dozen 
Emus. We met up with local legend Phil Maher and set about trying to find some good local birds before our 
night activities. Local flooding meant we could not get everywhere we wanted, and also meant that some of the 
regular birds of drought years were absent. However, the wet areas held a Plumed Whistling-Duck and some 
recently arrived Black-tailed Native-Hens (photo page 28). The shrubbery held singing Horsfield’s Bushlarks, 
Brown Songlarks, and glowing male White-winged Fairywrens, which proved to be the most popular of the 8 
species seen from this family. Better still though was a handful of White-fronted Chats, as chats were another 
group of birds that had been lacking in this wettest of wet years. This was all good and worthwhile, but we’d 
been hoping for something a bit “chunky” or special, as our regular sessions Phil are renowned for this. Then 
one phone call changed it all, in the nick of time, towards the end of the afternoon. A local sheep farmer, Rob, 
had just had a pair of Pink Cockatoos (below) land in his garden! A bit of rally race across the plains then ensued, 
only paused briefly when a pair of Banded Lapwings wandered on to the road, another species that was new. 
We finally arrived in the garden and then watched the cockatoos as they fed on pine nuts late in the afternoon. 
The day ended with us watching Greater Bluebonnets coming to roost in another local garden.  
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Photo Page 21:  Pink Cockatoos in the late afternoon sun south of Hay (Sam Woods) 
 

Our afternoon was also peppered with other wildlife, including several Shinglebacks (a large stump-tailed skink), 
and Red Kangaroos. All of this was fantastic, but what we had all been waiting for was our nighttime session 
with Phil, as we were to go after one of the biggest family targets of the tour, Plains-wanderer. Armed with a 
night scope, Phil had had great fortune with the species of late, despite the fact that some of the paddocks were 
off limits and under water. In previous years, this activity involved driving across the plains with 4-wheel drive 
vehicles, although this year we did this on foot. After a few false alarms with Australasian Pipits and other birds, 
we hit the jackpot, with first an approachable male Plains-wanderer (photo below and title page), then the 
larger, brighter, and more handsome female too. Pinto was ecstatic, as this was a principal reason, he had joined 
this tour. As usual, it was pretty quickly clear, that this was going to be a major contender for the Bird-of-the-
tour title! On the way out, we got some good looks at several Barn Owls to close out a late night that saw us 
back at the hotel around midnight. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Plains-wanderer 
 

 
Our first Plains-wanderer was a smaller, duller male bird. A female was also seen later thanks to Phil Maher (Sam Woods) 
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Splendid Fairywren from Binya  (Shailesh Pinto) 
 

Day 14: Hay to Griffith via Binya (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
After a very late night we took breakfast at the very respectable hour of 8am in Hay, then made our way south 
towards Griffith, arriving in time for lunch there. In the afternoon, we explored Binya State Forest. Like many 
sites this year, it was very different than in previous, drier, years. Some of the tracks were impassable, and lush 
vegetation covered the area, and was a breeding ground for mosquitoes, which were unusually abundant for 
there! However, our visit was worthwhile, as we found some stunners during the afternoon, starting with 
Splendid Fairywren (photo above) and a male Red-capped Robin (photo next page) was not too shabby either, 
and would ordinarily have won the bird of the day competition were it not for that especially blue fairywren. 
Karen was very impressed with Western Gerygone, whose song was heard regularly that afternoon and the 
following morning there. Other new additions from the woodlands of Binya included Striped and Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters, Chestnut-rumped Thornbill and Speckled Warbler. Other notable birds that day included “Yellow 
Rosella”, a distinctive form of Crimson Rosellas, Australian Hobby, and Rufous Songlark, which was hard to 
come by for us, what with our regular sites being off limits! 

 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Splendid Fairywren 
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Australasian Robins were very popular with the group on this tour. This Red-capped Robin was seen in Binya (Sam Woods) 

 
 
Day 15: Griffith to Robertson (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
With a good run of birds the previous afternoon at Binya, we returned there in the morning, but were 
disappointed by only adding a few species, most notably Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo and a late, late newcomer 
with White-browed Babbler just as we prepared to leave. White-throated Treecreeper and more Splendid 
Fairywrens also featured. We also made a stop at Ingalba Nature Reserve for a last stab at a key family in the 
form of Varied Sittella (photos next page), which turned up right on time, at what would have likely been our 
final opportunity. Much of the rest of the day was taken up with the long drive east to Robertson, into wetter, 
more coastal habitats than we’d been within for the last few days. We arrived in time for a good slap-up Thai 
meal, and to go out at night for one final bird, successfully checking the campground at Carrington Falls for 
Southern Boobook, which belatedly joined our list there. After that we turned our attentions to mammals and 
found several Common Wombats foraging along the roadside at night to close out a more than decent “travel 
day”! 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Varied Sittella (photos next page TOP Ben Knoot, BOTTOM Sam Woods) 
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Day 16: Barren Grounds, Budderoo National Park, Bass Point and Sydney (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
This day was earmarked by Andreas and other family listers as something of a critical one, as it offered our sole 
opportunity for getting a bristlebird. It is always a pretty worrisome day for the guides as weather can so often 
be key to the day’s birding results. We were to spend the morning in coastal heathland, an open habitat that is 
vulnerable to wet and windy conditions during the changeable weather of springtime that can render some of 
these birds very difficult. However, for once, the weather played ball, and we were greeted with bright, sunny 
conditions with little wind, perfect for our quarry! What resulted was one of the best morning’s birding of the 
entire tour! Although coastal heathland held some of the key species, we started out by driving sections of the 
mountain road that were bordered by rainforest for another major target, Superb Lyrebird. We had planned to 
look for this later in the morning at Minnamurra Falls, but this was not accessible from Robertson, due to a 
landslide having taken away a large section of road! Our plan worked out well, as we found a male lyrebird 
foraging along the road, which lingered long enough for us all to get out of two vehicles and train the scope on 
it. On any other day this should have been our bird of the day, but this was no ordinary day. Next up we hit the 
heath at Budderoo National Park, where we quickly ran into a confiding pair of Southern Emuwren (photo page 
36), which could have been much more difficult if the conditions had been windier. Then we pursued several 
calling Eastern Bristlebirds (photo below), before Ben tempted one into the open, which stayed long enough for 
Jim to take a fully body shot! Andreas was calmed, as he had achieved his final family target of the tour.  
 

 
Balmy weather at Budderoo helped us get great looks at Eastern Bristlebird, as illustrated by Jim’s superb capture (James Haogland) 
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As we continued to explore the heath, and the stands of trees bordering it, Ben spotted some superb Gang-gang 
Cockatoos (photo below) foraging silently overhead. They could so easily have gone unnoticed altogether. We 
got wonderful views of the red-tufted male in particular. Other new additions on the heath included a Little 
Eagle, Little Wattlebird and Variegated Fairywren, spotted by Pinto, representing our eight and final possible 
fairywren of the tour. Another Fan-tailed Cuckoo performed well there too. Moving to Bass Point, we picked up 
our first Pied Cormorant, Sooty Oystercatchers and Kelp Gull, as well as some Wedge-tailed Shearwaters and 
Australasian Gannets moving offshore, but little else during a near windless day. The introduced (but countable) 
Red-whiskered Bulbul also featured at its local stronghold too. 
 

 
 

A group of 9 Gang-gang Cockatoos was found at Budderoo National Park (Sam Woods) 
 

In the afternoon we twitched a Powerful Owl in Sydney Royal Botanical Gardens, which involved a drive right 
into downtown and coincided with a rowdy dance concert going on right within the gardens. However, the 
faithful Powerful Owl remained faithful to is chosen macadamia tree and was ogled by all as it slumbered in 
daylight.  
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Gang-gang Cockatoo 
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Calm weather contributed to us getting great views of Southern Emuwren on the heath at Budderoo (Shailesh Pinto) 

 
Day 17: Sydney to Tasmania (NEW SOUTH WALES) 
 
This was one of the least productive days of the tour, in part due to it being largely a travel day between 
mainland Australia and the island state of Tasmania, but also because rains moved into Sydney and cut short 
our birding time there. Thankfully, we had got much of what we were seeking around Sydney the day before, so 
this did not make as big as an impact on our overall birdlist as it could have done. The main species we were 
missing was a key one though, a specialty of the Sydney region and confined to New South Wales, Rockwarbler. 
We made a visit to Wattamolla in Royal NP and managed to find a pair of them with minimal fuss among the 
coastal heathland there. A calling Brush Bronzewing there too gave several flybys only but ended up being the 
only sighting by anybody on the tour. In another part of the park, time was spent with the vieilloti race of 
Australasian Figbird, which delighted Karen in particular. Once we touched down in Tasmania, our first 
endemic, as we made our way to the hotel for a welcome three-night stay. 
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Rockwarbler 
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Day 18: Bruny Island (TASMANIA) 
 
The first day on Tasmania was a veritable blitz on the island’s endemic bird species and other specialties. For 
this we visited the beautiful island of Bruny, just off the southeast coast of mainland “Tassie”. We began by 
visiting North Bruny and visited a nesting area for Forty-spotted Paradalote, and we departed with a brace of 
them, plus our first Black-headed Honeyeaters too. Making our way south on the island from there, we stopped 
to add the endemic Dusky Robin to the list and picked up our first Green Rosellas and Yellow Wattlerbirds 
during the morning also. Our next major stop was near Great Bay, where we quickly located the hoped-for Blue-
winged Parrot (photo below), which gave superlative views on this occasion. We also stopped for a roadside 
Pacific Gull and Black-faced Cormorant in another bay. As we were driving the quiet island roads a Beautiful 
Firetail took off from the side of the road and was tracked down into a garden, where it emerged to perch on 
overhead wires and bushes in the garden, which delighted Karen who had this species earmarked as one of her 
biggest targets of this leg of the tour. We also got as far south as Jetty Beach, where a survey of the car park and 
surrounds yielded Strong-billed Honeyeater. A windy walk on the heath failed to yield a Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater, but Karen made this walk very worthwhile once she located a foraging Short-beaked Echidna, 
which carried on like we were not there!  
 

 
Blue-winged Parrot on Bruny Island in Tasmania (Ben Knoot)   
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The Hotel Bruny provided us 
with a welcome lunch as rain 
lashed down, and after that we 
headed to Adventure Bay for 
our next major targets. The 
eucalypts along the shoreline 
were loaded with flowers in 
bloom, which attracted many 
Swift Parrots (photo left), a 
seasonal visitor to the island. 
Along the sandy shoreline, we 
managed to locate a pair of 
Hooded Plovers also. For our 
final time on Bruny Island, we 
headed up into the forest on 
Mount Mangana. Here we first 
found a Crescent Honeyeater, 
swiftly followed by Olive 
Whistler and Scrubtit. We 
closed our time on Bruny with 
two more robins, with a very 
cooperative and popular male 
Pink Robin, and we also 
upgraded our looks of Scarlet 
Robin too, before we drove 
back to the car ferry and 
headed back to mainland 
Tasmania for some more Thai 
food for dinner.  
 
BIRD OF THE DAY: Pink Robin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An abundance of flowering eucalyptus trees in Adventure Bay on Bruny Island led to good numbers of Swift Parrots present,  
a breeding migrant from mainland Australia (Ben Knoot) 
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Day 18: Hobart, Mount Wellington & The Tasman Peninsula (TASMANIA) 
 
Our final day of the tour was a very memorable one, and not all for good reasons! The day opened with very 
heavy rain falling, scuppering our plans for an early departure. We took the first few hours of the day off, hoping 
for a change in the weather that saw heavy rains falling almost constantly, and even snow falling on nearby 
Mount Wellington, causing road closure to the higher elevations. As early morning turned to late morning, we 
decided enough was enough, and went out in spite of continuing, heavy downpours.  
 

 
Four Australasian Robins were added during the final days on Tasmania, including this Flame Robin at Eaglehawk Neck (Sam Woods) 

 
Our day started to improve when our first stop in a Hobart park led to us being able to watch a pair of foraging 
Musk Lorikeets, from underneath a well-placed shelter in a children’s playground! Eastern Rosella also featured 
there. Next up, we checked the Hobart Waterworks Reserve, where we got great looks at both Black and Gray 
Currawongs, yet more Tasmanian Native-Hens (photo next page), and finally all got good looks at Tasmanian 
Scrubwren. Our last stop before lunch was at the base of Mount Wellington, where we hoped for Scrubtit for 
those who wanted better looks, but only succeeded in finding more scrubwrens. After lunch. We headed out to 
the Tasman Peninsula, with rain continuing to lash down. We made it to the Tasman Arch and scoured the car 
park for a beautiful bird we could not reach on Mount Wellington due to the road closures due to snowfall. 
Thankfully, we soon found a striking male Flame Robin (photo above), which was cue for everyone to leave the 
shelter of the vehicle!  
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We then made a short visit to the Blowhole at Eaglehawk Neck, where the waters offshore were our focus. 
Stephen needed an albatross for his family list, and it was wholly appropriate therefore that he found a White-
capped Albatross foraging offshore, which was scoped in flight and on the water. A Black-browed Albatross 
was less cooperative and only seen by some, but a few Short-tailed Shearwaters and Australasian Gannets 
were seen by most. As we left there, the rainfall strengthened again, but this did not stop us from getting out 
for another late addition in the form of a brace of Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos, which preceded another 
addition with s small group of distant Cape Barren Geese, skillfully located by Ben. After a great meal at a local 
ranch, which was key for us warming and drying ourselves, we made one final foray out for birds at dusk, when 
we were able to watch several huddles of Little Penguins making their way to their beachside nesting burrows, 
which was the final new bird of the tour, with our last-minute owling stymied by rain, again! 
 
 

 
 

Tasmanian Native-Hens were one of the most conspicuous endemics on Tasmania. This one was from Hobart (Sam Woods) 
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CHECKLISTS: 
 
BIRDS 
The taxonomy of the bird list follows Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements 
Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with changes published by Cornell in October 2022.  

H - INCIDATES A SPECIES THAT WAS HEARD ONLY. 
(E) – INDICATES A SPECIES ENDEMIC TO AUSTRALIA. 
(TE) – INDICATES A SPECIES ENDEMIC TO TASMANIA. 
QLD-INDICATES THE STATE OF QUEENSLAND. 
NSW-INDICATES THE STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
TAS-INDICATES THE STATE OF TASMANIA. 
 
CASSOWARIES AND EMU: Casuariidae 
Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius: Two different birds were seen very well at Etty Bay (NE QLD) on the afternoon of 
day one; one on the beach and another patrolling the road. One of the TOP TEN BIRDS OF THE TOUR. 
Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae (E): Multiple sightings on 2 days in NSW (e.g. on the plains near Hay). 
MAGPIE GOOSE: Anseranatidae 
Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata: Seen on 5 days, with the best views on the cruise with Murray in Daintree (QLD). 
DUCKS, GEESE AND WATERFOWL: Anatidae 
Spotted Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna guttata: 7 were seen on the Daintree river cruise, a recent coloniser to the region. 
Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni: Difficult this wet year, with Just 2 sightings-a group in flight near Atherton 
(QLD), and then with Phil Maher on the plains near Hay (NSW). 
Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuate: Just a handful at Hasties Swamp in Atherton (NE QLD). 
Cape Barren Goose  Cereopsis novaehollandiae (E): Ben spotted a distant group near Premaydena (TAS) on our final day. 
Black Swan Cygnus atratus: Numerous on Bruny Island (TAS) on and at Five Bough Swamp in NSW. 
Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides (E): Stephen spotted a party of 5 at Five Bough Swamp (NSW). 
Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah: A few were seen on the Daintree river cruise (NE QLD) with Murray. 
Green Pygmy-goose Nettapus pulchellus: Seen once, at Cattana Wetlands just north of Cairns (NE QLD). 
Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata (E): Commonly encountered, particularly on the last part of the tour, seen on 9 days. 
Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa: One of Australia’s most abundant ducks, seen on at least 14 days. 
Australian Shoveler Anas rhynchotis: 2 birds were seen at Lithgow Sewage Treatment Plant (NSW). 
Gray Teal Anas gracilis: Recorded on at least 4 days of the tour in QLD and NSW. 
Chestnut Teal Anas castanea (E): Recorded on 5 days, (e.g. Boondall Wetlands, QLD & a few sites on TAS). 
Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus (E): Seen the once, with a family party in Lithgow (NSW). 
White-eyed Duck Aythya australis: recorded on 3 days (Hasties Swamp, QLD, and in Lithgow and Hay in NSW). 
Sometimes called Hardhead. 
Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis (E): A male was seen in Lithgow (NSW). 
Musk Duck Biziura lobata (E): This bizarre duck was seen on 2 days in NSW, including at Lake Wallace. 
MEGAPODES: Megapodiidae 
Australian Brushturkey Alectura lathami (E): Recorded on 8 days of the tour in NE QLD and at O Reilly’s. 
Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt: Seen almost daily in the lowlands of NE QLD. 
PHEASANTS, GROUSE AND ALLIES: Phasianidae 
Brown Quail Synoicus ypsilophorus: Stephen and Jim saw one in Glen Alice (NSW). 
Stubble Quail Coturnix pectoralis (E) H: Heard on the plains near Hay (NSW). 
GREBES: Podicipedidae 
Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae: Recorded on just 4 days of the tour, in QLD & NSW. 
Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus: Recorded at 2 sites in NSW, Five Bough Swamp and near Hay. 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus: Recorded on 3 days (e.g. Lake Eacham, QLD & Lake Wallace, NSW). 
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PIGEONS AND DOVES: Columbidae  
Rock Pigeon Columba livia: Encountered on all but a few days of the tour. 
White-headed Pigeon Columba leucomela (E): Seen twice, including 1 Karen found perched on Mt. Lewis (QLD).  
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis: Recorded on 6 days of the tour, mostly in QLD. 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia phasianella  (E): Recorded on at least 5 days in QLD (e.g. Mt. Lewis, O’Reilly’s). 
Pacific Emerald Dove Chalcophaps longirostris: Just a couple of sightings in NE QLD (e.g. base of Mt. Lewis). 
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera (E):Seen well once, at Five Bough Swamp (NSW). 
Brush Bronzewing Phaps elegans (E): Glimpsed in flight in Royal NP (NSW), a poor showing! 
Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes (E): A commonly encountered pigeon (on at least 13 days). 
Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta (E): Several tame birds were seen at Granite Gorge (NE QLD), as usual. 
Wonga Pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca (E): 1 or 2 tame birds were seen on both days at O’ Reilly’s (QLD).  
Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida: Recorded daily in NE QLD. 
Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis: Noted on 4 days in NE QLD. 
Wompoo Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus magnificus: Recorded on 3 days in NE QLD (e.g. Lake Morris, Julatten, Hypipamee). 
Superb Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus superbus superbus: In spite of plenty of effort and multiple individuals heard in NE QLD, only 
Ben and Stephen saw it on the road up to Lake Morris. 
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus regina: A marvellous bird was seen in the mangroves in Cairns (NE QLD). 
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa: Recorded on 5 days in NE QLD, where common around Cairns. 
Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus (E): Just a couple of flyovers, at Mt. Lewis & Hypipamee (both NE QLD). 
BUSTARDS: Otididae  
Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis: A pair spotted by Pinto near Granite Gorge, and then at Maryfarms (both NE QLD). 
CUCKOOS: Cuculidae 
Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus: Just a few were seen in NE QLD (e.g. near Daintree). 
Pacific Koel Eudynamys orientalis: Just a couple were noted around Daintree and Mareeba in NE QLD. 
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae: Seen on at least 4 occasions in QLD & NSW (e.g. Granite Gorge). 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx basalis: Heard around Orange, and finally seen at Binya (both NSW). 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus: Seen twice, on Mt. Lewis (NE QLD) and at Binya (NSW). 
Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus: Seen at Machans Beach, just north of Cairns. 
Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus: First seen in Orange, and then on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus: Heard at multiple sites, but only seen once, near Mount Molloy (QLD). 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis: Noted at 3 sites: Gosling Creek, Budderoo (NSW) & Bruny (TAS). 
FROGMOUTHS: Podargidae 
Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides (E): Two different nesting birds were seen in the daytime at Mount Carbine (QLD). 
Marbled Frogmouth Podargus ocellatus: 1 was spot lit at night along a forest trail at O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis: 3 seen, 1 in Cairns, then 2 with Murray on the Daintree boat cruise (QLD). 
OWLET-NIGHTJARS: Aegothelidae 
Australian Owlet-Nightjar Aegotheles cristatus: 1 was found at night near Davies Creek NP (NE QLD).  
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
SWIFTS: Apodidae 
White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus: 1 or 2 birds were seen passing over Mt. Hypipamee (NE QLD). 
Australian Swiftlet Aerodramus terraereginae (E): Recorded on most days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns, Daintree). 
Pacific Swift Apus pacificus: Recorded on 3 days in NE QLD (Cattana, Hypipamee, Yungaburra). 
RAILS, GALLINULES AND COOTS: Rallidae  
Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis: 2 were seen at a gas station stakeout in Atherton (NE QLD). 
Australasian Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus: Recorded on 5 days (e.g. Hasties Swamp QLD, Lake Wallace NSW). 
Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa: Noted on 5 days in QLD and NSW (e.g. Hasties Swamp, Five Bough). 
Black-tailed Native-hen Tribonyx ventralis (E): Recorded on 1 day, on the Hay Plains (NSW) where double figures were noted.  
Tasmanian Native-hen Tribonyx mortierii (TE): Regularly noted on TAS, where it is a common species. 
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Eurasian Coot Fulica atra: Recorded on 4 days, in NE QLD and NSW. 
CRANES: Gruidae 
Sarus Crane Antigone Antigone: A couple of 2 species flocks of cranes were seen on the Atherton Tablelands (NE QLD). 
Brolga Antigone rubicunda: A few small groups were seen near Atherton (NE QLD). One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-
TOUR (thanks to Paul’s high ranking!) 
THICK-KNEES: Burhinidae 
Bush Thick-knee Burhinus grallarius: Recorded on the first 10 days of the tour (all QLD), including in Cairns & O’Reilly’s. 
Beach Thick-knee Esacus magnirostris: 1 was feeding along the pristine sands of Newell Beach with a Pied Oystercatcher. 
STILTS AND AVOCETS: Recurvirostridae  
Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus: Recorded on only 3 days (Hasties Swamp, near Cattana QLD & Five Bough NSW). 
OYSTERCATCHERS: Haematopodidae  
Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris: Recorded at 2 sites, Newell Beach (NE QLD) and on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Sooty Oystercatcher Haematopus fuliginosus (E): First seen at Bass Point (NSW), then on Bruny Island (TAS). 
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS: Charadriidae  
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva: A few were seen in Cairns and others were seen at Machans Beach (both NE QLD). 
Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor (E): A pair was seen with Phil Maher on the plains near Hay (NSW). 
Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles: A.K.A. “Melted Cheeseface”, was recorded on all but a few days of the tour. 
Greater Sand-Plover Charadrius leschenaultia: Singles were seen in Cairns and Machans Beach (both NE QLD). 
Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus: 2 birds were seen on the flats at Machans Beach, near Cairns. 
Hooded Plover Thinornis cucullatus (E): A nesting pair was seen on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops: Recorded on 4 days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns). 
PLAINS-WANDERER: Pedionomidae 
Plains-wanderer Pedionomus torquatus  (E): This was one of the most hotly anticipated birds of the tour, being a rare 
monotypic endemic bird family. The chances that we may be cut off from trying, (what with continuing extreme flooding 
in NSW) only added to the tension in the build-up to our night walk for the species on the Hay Plains. It may have taken us 
until nearly 11pm to see it (due to the late sunset in this season), but it swiftly became a tour favourite, and won the 
BIRD-OF-THE-TOUR competition narrowly ahead of another regular winner, Southern Cassowary. 
JACANAS: Jacanidae 
Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacean: Recorded at 2 tropical wetlands in QLD, Cattana Wetlands & Hasties Swamp. 
SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES: Scolopacidae 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus: Recorded 4 times around Cairns, including at Machans Beach on The Esplanade. 
Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis: Singles were seen on The Esplanade and at Machans Beach (NE QLD). 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa melanuroides: A few were seen on our first visit to The Esplanade (Cairns). 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica: A handful were seen on the flats in Cairns and nearby Machans Beach.  
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres: A few were seen on Michaelmas Cay on the Great Barrier Reef (NE QLD). 
Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris: A handful were seen on the flats in Cairns and nearby Machans Beach.  
Ruff Calidris pugnax: This rare migrant was chased successfully near Cattana Wetlands (NE QLD). 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata: A few were seen on The Esplanade and also near Cattana Wetlands. 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea: 3 birds were seen with the Ruff near Cattana Wetlands (NE QLD). 
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis: Just a couple were found at Machans Beach (NE QLD). 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus: A single was seen on 2 visits to The Esplanade in Cairns. 
Gray-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes: Recorded on 4 days in NE QLD. 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia: A few were seen at Machans Beach and also near Cattana Wetlands. 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis: 4 birds were seen with the Ruff near Cattana Wetlands (NE QLD). 
BUTTONQUAIL: Turnicidae  
Little Buttonquail Turnix velox (E): A bird flushed at Binya was seen best by Stephen who was able to later ID it to species. 
GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS: Laridae 
Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae: A common gull in Australia, recorded on at least 10 days. 
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Pacific Gull Larus pacificus (E): This brute was seen once on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus: Seen at Bass Point (NSW) and on TAS. 
Brown Noddy Anous stolidus: One of the most abundant nesting species on Michaelmas Cay on the Great Barrier Reef. 
Black Noddy Anous minutus: Ben spotted several individuals during our Great Barrier Reef boat trip from Cairns. 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus: An abundant nester on Michaelmas Cay, with many young present. 
Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus: More numerous than usual, with a handful seen on the island at Michaelmas Cay. 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons: A few were seen during our boat trip to the Great Barrier Reef.  
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica:  2 singles (in Cairns and at Machans Beach, NE QLD). 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia: 1 or 2 were seen on 2 visits to The Esplanade in Cairns 
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii: 2 birds were seen on Michaelmas Cay (NE QLD). 
Black-naped Tern Sterna sumatrana: 3 were seen on Michaelmas Cay (NE QLD). 
Great Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii: The most regularly recorded tern, on 6 days of the tour in QLD & NSW. 
Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis: Seen regularly on Michaelmas Cay (NE QLD). 
PENGUINS: Spheniscidae 
Little (Fairy) Penguin Eudyptula minor: A handful of them were seen coming ashore on the Tasman Peninsula. 
ALBATROSSES: Diomedeidae  
White-capped Albatross Thalassarche cauta: 1 was seen offshore of Eaglehawk Neck (TAS). 
Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris: 1 was seen from Eaglehawk Neck (TAS). 
SHEARWATERS AND PETRELS: Procellariidae  
Wedge-tailed Shearwater Ardenna pacifica: A group were seen from Bass Point (NSW). 
Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris: A small number were seen from Eaglehawk Neck (TAS). 
FRIGATEBIRDS: Fregatidae 
Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel: 1 was seen above Michaelmas Cay (NE QLD). 
Great Frigatebird Fregata minor: At least 3 were recorded on Michaelmas Cay. 
BOOBIES AND GANNETS: Sulidae  
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster: Seen nesting on Michaelmas Cay on the Great Barrier Reef. 
Red-footed Booby Sula sula: 2 birds were seen on Michaelmas Cay (NE QLD). 
Australasian Gannet Morus serrator: Seen at Bass Point (NSW) & Eaglehawk Neck (TAS). 
ANHINGAS: Anhingidae  
Australasian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae: Seen on 4 different days in NE QLD (e.g. Cattana, Daintree cruise). 
CORMORANTS AND SHAGS: Phalacrocoracidae 
Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos: Recorded on 9 days of the tour (in QLD, NSW & TAS). 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo: Recorded on 3 days of the tour (e.g. Lake Wallace & Bass Point NSW). 
Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris: Seen on at least 7 days of the tour. 
Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius: 1 sighting, at Bass Point in NSW. 
Black-faced Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscescens: A few were seen during our day on Bruny Island (TAS). 
PELICANS: Pelecanidae  
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus: Seen on at least 5 days of the tour (e.g. Cairns & Hasties Swamp in NE QLD). 
HERONS, EGRETS AND BITTERNS: Ardeidae 
Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis: 1 was seen on the Daintree boat cruise with Murray (NE QLD). 
Pacific (White-necked) Heron Ardea pacifica (E): A few were seen in NSW. 
Great Egret Ardea alba: Noted on 8 days of the tour. 
Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia: Seen on 6 days, all in NE QLD. 
White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae: Recorded on 8 days of the tour, in NSW and TAS. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta: A few sightings in NE QLD only. 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis: Noted on at least 10 days of the tour. 
Striated Heron Butorides striata: Seen in Cairns and at Machans Beach, both NE QLD. 
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IBISES AND SPOONBILLS: Threskiornithidae 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus: 1 was at Cattana Wetlands and another at Hasties Swamp, both NE QLD. 
Australian Ibis Threskiornis moluccus: Commonly encountered, on all but a few days of the tour. 
Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis: Seen in Mareeba (QLD), and on 3 days in NSW. 
Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia: Recorded on 4 days (e.g. Daintree, Hasties Swamp QLD & Five Bough NSW). 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes: Just one flyover at Five Bough Swamp (NSW). 
OSPREY: Pandionidae 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus cristatus: Just 1 was seen in Cairns (NE QLD). 
HAWKS, EAGLES AND KITES: Accipitridae 
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris (E): Seen on 7 different days, in both QLD and NSW. 
Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata: 2 soaring birds were seen near Wonga Beach and another near Lake Morris (NE QLD). 
Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides (E): One was seen flying above the heathland in Budderoo NP (NSW). 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax: Recorded on 5 days, including near Lake Mitchell in QLD. 
Swamp Harrier Circus approximans: A few were seen in NSW (Five Bough Swamp) and TAS (Bruny Island). 
Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis: 2 immatures were seen in fields near Atherton (NE QLD). 
Gray Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae (E): A nesting bird was seen in Cairns (NE QLD). 
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus: Just one brief sighting in NSW. 
Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus (E): Sam saw this one at Glen Alice (NSW). 
Black Kite Milvus migrans: A common raptor, seen on at least 9 days in both QLD & NSW. 
Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus: Recorded on at least 4 days in NE QLD. 
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus: Seen twice, once in Cairns and once in Brisbane (both QLD). 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster: Recorded on 4 days of the tour (e.g. Lake Wallace NSW). 
BARN-OWLS: Tytonidae 
Barn Owl Tyto alba: 3 birds were seen after searching for Plains-wanderer on the Hay Plains (NSW). 
OWLS: Strigidae 
Powerful Owl Ninox strenua (E): A regular roosting bird was successfully chased in Sydney (NSW). 
Southern Boobook Ninox boobook: A calling bird was seen at Carrington Falls near Robertson (NSW). 
KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae 
Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azureus: We enjoyed some good views on the Daintree river cruise with Murray. 
Little Kingfisher Ceyx pusillus: 1 blasted by us in flight on the river cruise in Daintree (NE QLD). 
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae (E): Recorded on all but a couple of days. 
Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii: 1 was seen by the roadside near Mount Carbine (NE QLD). 
Red-backed Kingfisher Todiramphus pyrrhopygius (E): We successfully chased a bird at Gosling Creek Reserve (NSW). 
Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii: Recorded on most days in NE QLD (e.g. Chambers Lodge, Daintree). 
Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus: Recorded on 6 days of the tour (e.g. Hasties Swamp, QLD). 
Torresian Kingfisher Todiramphus sordidus: Seen on 2 of our visits to The Esplanade in Cairns (NE QLD). 
Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera sylvia sylvia: 1 was seen near the base of Mt. Lewis (NE QLD). 
BEE-EATERS: Meropidae 
Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus: Recorded on 6 different days, mostly in NE QLD (e.g. in Cairns). 
ROLLERS: Coraciidae 
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis: Recorded on 9 days. 
FALCONS AND CARACARAS: Falconidae  
Australian Kestrel Falco cenchroides: Recorded on at least 7 different days in QLD and NSW. 
Australian Hobby Falco longipennis: Seen on a couple of journeys in NSW (in the Griffith area). 
Brown Falcon Falco berigora: Recorded on 4 days in NSW (e.g. near Hay). 
COCKATOOS: Cacatuidae 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii (E): 2 sightings in NE QLD, including near Mount Molloy. 
Glossy Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami (E): Some nesting birds were seen downslope from O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
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Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus funereus (E): A late save by Ben, in the rain near Eaglehawk Neck on TAS. 
Gang-gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum (E): A group of 9 confiding birds were found at Budderoo NP (NSW). 
Pink Cockatoo Lophochroa leadbeateri (E): A pair were chased successfully near Hay, thanks to the contacts of Phil Maher!  
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Galah Eolophus roseicapilla (E): A wonderfully common cockatoo, recorded on at least 9 days in QLD & NSW.  
Long-billed Corella Cacatua tenuirostris (E): A dozen or so birds were seen near the town of Darlington Point (NSW). 
Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea: Recorded on 4 days (e.g. Mareeba QLD, Capertee NSW). 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita: Very common, encountered on all but 3 days. 
OLD WORLD PARROTS: Psittaculidae 
Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii (E): Excellent views of a bird at a nest cavity in Gosling Creek Reserve was one of the 
photo highlights of the tour. 
Australian King-Parrot Alisterus scapularis (E): Seen extremely well at O’Reilly’s (S QLD), as usual! 
Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus: A few were seen in the town of Mount Molloy (NE QLD). 
Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chrysostoma (E): We enjoyed outstanding looks of this parrot on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Turquoise Parrot Neophema pulchella (E): Seen twice during our morning around the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
Green Rosella Platycercus caledonicus (TE): A few were seen on both full days in TAS (e.g. Bruny Island). 
Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans (E): As usual, exceptional views of the tame birds at O’Reilly’s, but also seen at a few 
other rainforest sites. The “Yellow Rosella” form was also seen in inland NSW. 
Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius (E): Seen on at least 4 days in NSW (Orange, Lake Wallace) & TAS (e.g. Hobart). 
Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus (E): Noted on 2 days in NE QLD, at Granite Gorge and Mount Carbine. 
Greater Bluebonnet Northiella haematogaster (E): One sighting, 4 going to roost on a ranch near Hay (NSW). 
Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus haematonotus (E): Recorded on 3 days in NSW (e.g. Capertee Valley).  
Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius (E) GO: Briefly seen by Ben at Binya (NSW). 
Double-eyed Fig-Parrot Cyclopsitta diophthalma: Seen at least twice in NE QLD, including at The Esplanade in Cairns. 
Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna (E): A nesting pair was seen in the rain, in a park in Hobart (TAS). 
Little Lorikeet Glossopsitta pusilla (E): Flyovers were seen at 2 QLD sites, Bluff State Forest & near Canungra 
Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus moluccanus moluccanus (E): Recorded on at least 8 days of the tour. 
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus (E): Seen on 3 different days in QLD (Julatten, Mareeba, Canungra). 
PITTAS: Pittidae 
Noisy Pitta Pitta versicolor (E): Good views on two occasions in QLD (Julatten & Lamington ). One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-
OF-THE-TOUR. 
LYREBIRDS: Menuridae 
Albert's Lyrebird Menura alberti (E): 1 was observed at length near our rooms at O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
Superb Lyrebird Menura novaehollandiae (E): A male was observed feeding along a forest road at Barren Grounds (NSW). 
BOWERBIRDS: Ptilonorhynchidae 
Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus maculosus (E): We got great looks at Chambers Wildlife Rainforest Lodges (NE QLD).  
Green Catbird Ailuroedus crassirostris (E): Seen on several occasions in the rainforest at Lamington NP (S QLD). 
Tooth-billed Catbird Scenopoeetes dentirostris (E): Seen on Mt. Lewis and Mt. Hypipamee (NE QLD). 
Golden Bowerbird Amblyornis newtoniana (E): A gorgeous adult male was seen near its bower at Hypipamee (NE QLD). 
Regent Bowerbird Sericulus chrysocephalus (E): Great views at O’Reilly’s of their logo bird, as usual (S QLD). 
Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus (E): Excellent views of the birds and a blue-themed bower at O’Reilly’s. 
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis (E): Seen at 2 sites in NE QLD (Granite Gorge & Mt. Carbine). Bowers also seen.  
AUSTRALASIAN TREECREEPERS: Climacteridae 
White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaea (E): Recorded on at least 7 days (e.g. Hypipamee & O’Reilly’s QLD, 
Capertee NSW). 
Red-browed Treecreeper Climacteris erythrops (E): A very cooperative pair was seen near Yetholme (NSW). 
Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus (E): A few birds were seen during our morning around Capertee (NSW). 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

47 

FAIRYWRENS: Maluridae 
Southern Emuwren Stipiturus malachurus (E): Good looks at a pair in calm, sunny conditions at Budderoo (NSW). 
Purple-backed Fairywren Malurus assimilis (E): A family party was seen at Five Bough Swamp (NSW). 
Variegated Fairywren Malurus lamberti (E): Seen on 2 days in NSW (e.g. Budderoo). 
Lovely Fairywren Malurus amabilis (E): Seen briefly in Cairns, then at Machans Beach (NE QLD).  
Splendid Fairywren Malurus splendens (E): A few were seen at Binya State Forest in NSW. 
Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus (E): The most abundant fairywren, recorded on 7 days (e.g. O’Reilly’s). 
White-winged Fairywren Malurus leucopterus (E): Some gorgeous males were seen with Phil Maher on the plains south of 
Hay (NSW). One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Red-backed Fairywren Malurus melanocephalus (E): Seen twice in NE QLD, at Maryfarms & Hasties Swamp. 
HONEYEATERS: Meliphagidae 
Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris (E): Recorded at 3 sites: Mt. Lewis, O’Reilly’s (QLD) & Bruny Island (TAS). 
Yellow-spotted Honeyeater Meliphaga notata (E): Seen a few times in NE QLD (in Cairns & Etty Bay). 
Lewin's Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii (E): Noted on 5 days of the tour; very conspicuous at O’Reilly’s. 
Cryptic Honeyeater Microptilotis imitatrix (E): A few were seen close to Lake Morris close to Cairns. 
Yellow Honeyeater Stomiopera flava (E): Several were seen in Cairns, and then again in Granite Gorge (NE QLD). 
White-gaped Honeyeater Stomiopera unicolor (E): A single bird was seen near Mount Carbine (NE QLD). 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Caligavis chrysops (E): Observed on 5 days, including at Hasties Swamp & near Lamington. 
Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys (E): Several were seen with some effort, close to Canungra (S QLD).  
Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala (E): Common and conspicuous, noted on at least 9 days. 
Yellow-throated Miner Manorina flavigula (E): An inland miner, seen best at Five Bough Swamp in Leeton (NSW). 
Bridled Honeyeater Bolemoreus frenatus (E): Seen in the highlands of NE QLD, at Mt. Lewis and Hypipamee. 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis (E): Seen on 2 days in inland NSW (e.g. Binya). 
Little (Brush) Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera (E): This heathland species was seen at Budderoo & Wattamolla NSW. 
Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata (E): Seen on just a few occasions (e.g. near Orange, NSW).  
Yellow Wattlebird Anthochaera paradoxa (TE): This massive honeyeater was seen several times on Bruny Island. 
Varied Honeyeater Gavicalis versicolor: Seen on both of our visits to The Esplanade in Cairns. 
Mangrove Honeyeater Gavicalis fasciogularis (E): A pair was seen at Boondall Wetlands near Brisbane (S QLD).  
Singing Honeyeater Gavicalis virescens (E): Only seen the once, on a local sheep ranch south of Hay (NSW). 
White-plumed Honeyeater Ptilotula penicillata (E): Regularly seen during our morning in the Capertee Valley (NSW).  
Yellow-tinted Honeyeater Ptilotula flavescens: Several were seen near Wondecla (QLD). 
Fuscous Honeyeater Ptilotula fusca (E): Some were seen at Bluff State Forest (QLD) and in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus: Seen first at Cattana Wetlands and on the Daintree river cruise. 
White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons (E): A small group was seen on the plains near Hay, then another on Bruny (TAS). 
Dusky Myzomela Myzomela obscura: Recorded on 3 days in NE QLD (e.g. In Cairns). 
Scarlet Myzomela Myzomela sanguinolenta (E): A male was seen near the base of Mt. Lewis (QLD), many others heard. 
Banded Honeyeater Cissomela pectoralis (E): A few were seen in Mount Carbine and Bluff State Forest (both NE QLD). 
Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta: Regularly recorded on the NE QLD leg. 
Crescent Honeyeater Phylidonyris pyrrhopterus (E): 1 was located in the forest at Bruny Island (TAS). 
New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae (E): Conspicuous in coastal heathlands in NSW & TAS. 
White-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidonyris niger (E): A single bird was found by Karen in Julatten (NE QLD). 
White-eared Honeyeater Nesoptilotis leucotis (E): 2 were seen in Conimbla NP (NSW). 
Yellow-throated Honeyeater Nesoptilotis flavicollis (TE): At least 1 was seen on Bruny Island. 
Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis: Recorded on 5 days of the tour, with the best looks coming at Mt. Molloy. 
White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis: Seen on 3 different days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns). 
White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus (E): Seen first near Mount Carbine, and then again near Canungra.  
Black-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus affinis (TE): Double figures were seen on Bruny Island. 
Brown-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus brevirostris (E): Observed in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
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Black-chinned Honeyeater Melithreptus gularis (E): A few typically rowdy birds were seen in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
Strong-billed Honeyeater Melithreptus validirostris (TE): A small party was seen on South Bruny.  
Macleay's Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayanus (E): Seen 2-3 times in NE QLD (in Cairns and on Mt. Lewis).   
Striped Honeyeater Plectorhyncha lanceolata (E): Just 1 was seen at Binya (NSW).  
Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis: Recorded on 3 days in QLD (e.g. near Granite Gorge). 
Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides yorki: Noted on at least 6 days in NE QLD (e.g. in Cairns, Cattana). 
Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus: Our best views came at Mt. Molloy (QLD); also noted in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
BRISTLEBIRDS: Dasyornithidae 
Eastern Bristlebird Dasyornis brachypterus (E): Calm weather helped us in getting some great looks at this much wanted 
bird family, at Budderoo NP (NSW). Jim even managed to get a full body photo of it! 
PARDALOTES: Pardalotidae 
Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus (E): Recorded on at least 6 days (e.g. Lamington, Capertee, Bruny). 
Forty-spotted Pardalote Pardalotus quadragintus (TE): A pair were seen on North Bruny. 
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus (E): Recorded on 4 days, in Brisbane (QLD), Capertee (NSW) and Bruny (TAS). 
THORNBILLS AND ALLIES: Acanthizidae 
Rockwarbler Origma solitaria (E): A pair was seen at Wattamolla (NSW). 
Fernwren Oreoscopus gutturalis (E): Two birds were seen on Mt. Lewis (NE QLD). 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren Sericornis citreogularis (E): Seen best at O’Reillys, where they were tame and conspicuous. 
White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis (E): Recorded on 5 days, with the best views coming at O’Reilly’s. 
Tasmanian Scrubwren Sericornis humilis (TE): We finally got good views in the rain at Hobart Waterworks Reserve. 
Atherton Scrubwren Sericornis keri (E): Seen on Mt. Lewis and at the Curtain Fig Tree (NE QLD). 
Large-billed Scrubwren Sericornis magnirostra (E): Seen well in Julatten, and then again in O’Reilly’s. 
Scrubtit Acanthornis magna (TE): One was seen on Bruny Island. 
Speckled Warbler Pyrrholaemus sagittatus (E): Some people got on to an uncooperative individual at Binya (NSW). 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren Hylacola pyrrhopygia (E): A surprise find by Ben in the Capertee Valley (NSW), seen by all! 
Buff-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza reguloides (E): At least 3 birds were seen in Conimbla NP (NSW). 
Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza katherina (E): 1 was seen on Mt. Lewis (NE QLD). 
Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla (E): Recorded in Canungra & O’Reilly’s in QLD, and at Barren Grounds in NSW. 
Tasmanian Thornbill Acanthiza ewingii (TE): 2-3 birds were seen on Bruny Island. 
Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis (E): A couple were found in Conimbla NP (NSW). 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa (E): Recorded in Lithgow and Binya (both NSW). 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis (E): Seen multiple times in Binya State Forest (NSW). 
Yellow Thornbill Acanthiza nana (E): Seen 3-4 times in NSW (e.g. Lithgow, Binya). 
Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineata (E): A nesting pair was found in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris (E): Australia’s smallest bird was osberved near Granite Gorge (NE QLD). 
Fairy Gerygone Gerygone palpebrosa: A single was located close to Lake Morris (NE QLD). 
White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea: A few were seen in Mount Carbine (NE QLD). 
Large-billed Gerygone Gerygone magnirostris: Some nesting birds were seen on the Daintree river cruise. 
Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki (E): 3 sightings, at Yungaburra & O’Reilly’s (both QLD). 
Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca (E): One of Karen’s favourites for its skills as a songster, seen regularly at Binya. 
Mangrove Gerygone Gerygone levigaster (E): A pair was found at Boondall Wetlands (S QLD). 
PSEUDO-BABBLERS: Pomatostomidae 
Gray-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis: Seen twice, at Granite Gorge (QLD) and at Binya (NSW). 
White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus (E): 2 were found just as we were about to leave Binya (NSW). 
LOGRUNNERS: Orthonychidae 
Australian Logrunner Orthonyx temminckii (E): This charismatic bird was seen multiple times at O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
Chowchilla Orthonyx spaldingii (E): A much wanted bird seen on Mt. Lewis, where a party of 3 was seen at close quarters. 
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CUCKOOSHRIKES: Campephagidae 
Barred (Yellow-eyed) Cuckooshrike Coracina lineata: Ben took us to a nesting bird in the Goldsborough Valley (NE QLD). 
Another was seen briefly at Hypipamee. 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike Coracina novaehollandiae: Commonly encountered, on at least 11 days in QLD & NSW. 
White-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina papuensis: Recorded on 6 different days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns). 
Varied Triller Lalage leucomela: A few were seen in NE QLD (e.g. in Cairns). 
Common Cicadabird Edolisoma tenuirostre tenuirostre: 1 was seen at Machans Beach, near Cairns (NE QLD). 
SITELLAS: Neosittidae 
Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera: A very confiding party of 3 birds were seen at Ingalba Nature Reserve (NSW). 
WHIPBIRDS AND WEDGEBILLS: Psophodidae 
Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus (E): Absurdly close views of several tame birds at O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
SHRIKE-TITS: Falcunculidae 
Eastern Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontatus (E): A very cooperative bird was seen at Bluff State Forest (QLD), and others were 
seen in the Capertee Valley (NSW). A much wanted new bird family for many on this tour. 
Crested Shrike-tit was recently (October 2022) split into 3 species. 
WHISTLERS AND ALLIES: Pachycephalidae 
Rufous Shrikethrush Colluricincla rufogaster: Recorded on 4 days in NE QLD (e.g. Lake Morris Rd, Mt. Lewis). 
Gray Shrikethrush Colluricincla harmonica: Noted on 8 days of the tour in QLD & NSW (e.g. O’Reilly’s). 
Bower's Shrikethrush Colluricincla boweri (E): A couple were seen, on Mt. Lewis and then Mt. Hypipamee (NE QLD). 
Olive Whistler Pachycephala olivacea (E): 1 was seen on Bruny Island in TAS. 
Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis (E): Noted on 7 days of the tour (Mt. Lewis, Hypipamee, Bruny Island). Very popular 
with this group; one of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Gray Whistler Pachycephala simplex: 1 was seen near the base of Mt. Lewis (NE QLD), our only tour sighting. 
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris: Recorded on at least 7 days of the tour (e.g. Bluff State Forest, Capertee). 
OLD WORLD ORIOLES: Oriolidae 
Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus: Seen 2-3 times, including at Granite Gorge & Bluff State Forest (both QLD). 
Green (Yellow) Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus: Sighted on 3 days in NE QLD (Cairns, Daintree, Cattana). 
Australasian Figbird Sphecotheres vieilloti (E): 2 subspecies seen, flaviventris around Cairns (QLD) & vieilloti in Sydney (NSW). 
BOATBILLS: Machaerirhynchidae  
Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer: 2 on the Lake Morris Road & another on Mt. Lewis (NE QLD). 
WOODSWALLOW, BELLMAGPIES & ALLIES: Artamidae 
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus: Recorded on 9 days of the tour (e.g. in Cairns). 
Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus (E): Recorded at Bluff State Forest (QLD), Capertee Valley (NSW) & Bruny (TAS). 
Gray Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus (E): Just a few were seen, including in a park in Brisbane (QLD). 
Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis (E): Recorded on 8 days of the tour in QLD & NSW. 
Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi: Noted on 3 days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns, Daintree). 
Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen (E): Regular throughout the tour except in NE QLD. 
Pied Currawong Strepera graculina (E): Regularly recorded in O’Reilly’s (QLD) and in NSW. 
Black Currawong Strepera fuliginosa (TE): Seen first on Bruny, then in Hobart (TAS). 
Gray Currawong Strepera versicolor (E): We got some great looks at Hobart Waterworks Reserve (TAS). 
FANTAILS: Rhipiduridae 
Willie-wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys: One of Australia’s most conspicuous birds, seen on all but a few days. 
Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons: Recorded at Hypipamee and Lamington NP (both QLD). 
Gray Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa: Recorded on 10 days of the tour in QLD, NSW & TAS. 
DRONGOS: Dicruridae 
Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus: Seen on 6 days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns), and once in NSW. 
BIRDS-OF-PARADISE: Paradisaeidae 
Paradise Riflebird Ptiloris paradiseus (E): A calling male was the Bird-of-the-Day on our final day in Lamington NP.  
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Victoria's Riflebird Ptiloris victoriae (E): Our best look came of a male at Chambers Wildlife Rainforest Lodges (NE QLD). 
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS: Monarchidae  
White-eared Monarch Carterornis leucotis (E): 1 was seen in lowland rainforest along the Lake Morris Road (NE QLD). 
Black-faced Monarch Monarcha melanopsis: Seen near the base of Mt. Lewis and also at Lamington (both QLD). 
Spectacled Monarch Symposiachrus trivirgatus: Seen on 4-5 occasions, mostly in NE QLD (e.g. just outside of Cairns). 
Pied Monarch Arses kaupi (E): 1 was seen in lowland rainforest along the Lake Morris Road, just outside Cairns. 
Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca: Seen daily except in TAS, where is absent. 
Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula: 2 sightings in NE QLD, in Cairns and Yungaburra. 
Satin Flycatcher Myiagra cyanoleuca: A wonderfully confiding pair was seen near Yetholme in NSW. 
Restless Flycatcher Myiagra inquieta (E): A pair was found in the Capertee Valley NSW. 
Shining Flycatcher Myiagra Alecto: 3 birds were seen on our Daintree river cruise with Murray (NE QLD). 
WHITE-WINGED CHOUGH AND APOSTLEBIRD: Corcoracidae 
White-winged Chough Corcorax melanorhamphos (E): Recorded on 5 days of the tour in NSW.  
Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea (E): Recorded on 3-4 days; particularly numerous in inland NSW along with the above species. 
CROWS, JAYS AND MAGPIES: Corvidae 
Torresian Crow Corvus orru: Commonly encountered on the Brisbane leg of the tour. 
Australian Raven Corvus coronoides (E): Regularly recorded on the NSW leg (e.g. in Sydney).  
Little Raven Corvus mellori (E): Regularly noted in inland NSW (e.g. around Hay). 
Forest Raven Corvus tasmanicus: Regularly encountered during our two days on TAS, where it is the only corvid. 
AUSTRALASIAN ROBINS: Petroicidae 
Jacky-winter Microeca fascinans: A couple were seen in the Capertee Valley (NSW). 
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster: 2 birds were seen near Mount Molloy (NE QLD). 
Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang (E): 3 were seen during our day on Bruny Island (TAS).  
Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii (E): A gorgeous male showed well at Binya State Forest (NSW). 
Flame Robin Petroica phoenicea (E): A spectacular male brightened up a very wet final day on TAS, at the Tasman Arch. 
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Rose Robin Petroica rosea (E): We were fortunate to get atypical, low down, views of one at O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
Pink Robin Petroica rodinogaster (E): A superb showy male was found late in the day on Bruny Island (TAS).  
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata (E): 2 birds were seen in Glen Alice (NSW). 
Dusky Robin Melanodryas vittata (TE): A couple were seen on Bruny Island. 
Pale-yellow Robin Tregellasia capito (E): Recorded near Cairns, on Mt. Lewis and in Yungaburra (all NE QLD). 
Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis (E): Recorded on 6 days of the tour in QLD & NSW; seen regularly at O’Reilly’s. 
One of the TOP TEN BIRDS-OF-THE-TOUR. 
Mangrove Robin Eopsaltria pulverulenta: A pair was seen in Cairns (NE QLD). 
White-browed Robin Poecilodryas superciliosa (E): A great showing from 1 in Mareeba (NE QLD). 
Gray-headed Robin Heteromyias cinereifrons (E): Seen at Mt. Lewis and Mt. Hypipamee. 
LARKS: Alaudidae 
Australasian Bushlark Mirafra javanica: Only observed on 1 day, on the plains south of Hay (NSW). 
CISTICOLAS AND ALLIES: Cisticolidae 
Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis: 2 were seen near Cattana Wetlands, and others were seen near Atherton. 
REED-WARBLERS AND ALLIES: Acrocephalidae  
Australian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus australis: Seen in Lithgow and Orange (both NSW). 
GRASSBIRDS AND ALLIES: Locustellidae 
Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus: 1 was seen at Gosling Creek Reserve, near Orange (NSW). 
Brown Songlark Megalurus cruralis (E): 4 or so birds were seen on the plains south of Hay (NSW).  
Tawny Grassbird Cincloramphus timoriensis alisteri: A couple of displaying birds were seen in some Atherton farmland. 
Rufous Songlark Megalurus mathewsi (E): Just 1 on this odd tour, at Binya State Forest (NSW). 
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SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae 
Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena (E): An ever present, seen on every day of the tour.  
Fairy Martin Petrochelidon ariel: Oddly, seen just the once, at Five Bough Swamp in NSW. 
Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans: Seen on 4 different days (e.g. near Cairns & on Bruny Island). 
BULBULS: Pycnonotidae 
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus: 2 were seen at Bass Point in NSW. 
WHITE-EYES, YUHINAS, AND ALLIES: Zosteropidae 
Silver-eye Zosterops lateralis: Noted on 7 days of the tour (e.g. Julatten, Lithgow, Bass Point). 
STARLINGS: Sturnidae 
Metallic Starling Aplonis metallica: This Wet Tropics species was seen on 5 days in NE QLD (e.g. Cairns). 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris: Recorded almost daily from Southern Queensland to the end of the tour in Tasmania. 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis: Recorded on at least 10 days of the tour in QLD & NSW. 
THRUSHES AND ALLIES: Turdidae  
Bassian Thrush Zoothera lunulata (E): A singing bird was seen in Lamington NP (S QLD).  
Russet-tailed Thrush Zoothera heinei: A calling bird was seen near O’Reilly’s (S QLD). 
Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula: This introduced species was seen on a numb er of occasions in NSW and TAS. 
FLOWERPECKERS: Dicaeidae  
Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum: Recorded on 8 days of the tour, mostly in NE QLD, but also NSW. 
SUNBIRDS AND SPIDERHUNTERS: Nectariniidae  
Olive-backed (Yellow-bellied) Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis: Observed on 6 days in NE QLD (e.g. in Cairns, Cattana). 
WAXBILLS AND ALLIES: Estrildidae  
Beautiful Firetail Stagonopleura bella (E): Finally tracked down on Bruny Island (TAS), much to Karen, and the guide’s relief! 
Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata (E): 2-3 birds were seen in Glen Alice churchyard (NSW). 
Red-browed Firetail Neochmia temporalis (E): Excellent views at O’Reillly’s; also seen close to Mt. Lewis, and in Royal NP. 
Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton: 2 sightings in and around Cattana Wetlands near Cairns (NE QLD). 
Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata: A pair was seen near Five Bough Swamp (NSW), the only ones recorded. 
Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii (E): Singles were seen on 3 different days (e.g. in Mareeba, Binya). 
Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin) Lonchura punctulate: A couple were seen in a park in Cairns (NE QLD). 
Chestnut-breasted Munia Lonchura castaneothorax: Some large, mobile flocks were seen near Atherton on 1 day. 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: Passeridae 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus: Regularly recorded throughout. 
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS: Motacillidae 
Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae: Recorded on 5 days of the tour (e.g. Newell Beach, Hay Plains). 
FINCHES, EUPHONIAS AND ALLIES: Fringillidae 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis: A couple were seen on Bruny Island by some (TAS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Eastern Australia: October-November 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

52 

MAMMALS 
Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus: A BIG find by Karen, on South Bruny (TAS)! 
Long-nosed Bandicoot Perameles nasuta: 1 was seen at night at Chambers Wildlife Rainforest Lodges (NE QLD). 
Common Wombat Vombatus ursinus: 3 individuals were found at night on the road up to Barren Grounds (NSW). 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Marvellous views on this tour of a photogenic individual in Brisbane. 
Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula: 1 was seen on the plains south of Hay (NSW). 
Striped Possum Dactylopsila trivirgata: 2 cracking animals came into the viewing platform at Chambers Lodge (NE QLD). 
Krefft’s Glider Petaurus notatus: Another wonderful visitor to the viewing platform at Chambers Lodge (NE QLD). 
Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus: 1 at Lamington (QLD), and another near Robertson (NSW). 
Lumholtz's Tree Kangaroo Dendrolagus lumholtzi: A photogenic individual was much appreciated in Yungaburra (NE QLD). 
Agile Wallaby Macropus agilis: Noted at a few sites in NE QLD (e.g. Hasties Swamp). 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus: Some boxing individuals entertained us in Mareeba (NE QLD). 
Western Grey Kangaroo Macropus fuliginosus: A few were seen on the plains south of Hay (NSW). 
Red Kangaroo Macropus rufus: A number of these giant “roos” were seen on the plains south of Hay (NSW) 
Red-necked Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus: Seen near Lamington (QLD), and also in Lithgow (NSW). 
Bennett's Wallaby Macropus rufogriseus rufogriseus: Several were seen on Bruny Island (TAS). 
Black (Swamp) Wallaby Wallabia bicolor: 1 was seen near Barren Grounds (NSW). 
Mareeba Rock Wallaby Petrogale Mareeba: Extreme close ups at Granite Gorge Nature Park (NE QLD). 
Rufous-bellied (Tasmanian) Pademelon Thylogale billardierii: A few were seen on Hobart (TAS). 
Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica: Some good looks in Julatten (NE QLD). 
Red-necked Pademelon Thylogale thetis: A few were seen around O’Reilly’s (QLD). 
Spectacled Flying-fox Pteropus conspicillatus: We visited a camp of these large, noisy bats in Yungaburra (NE QLD). 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes: 1 was seen briefly in NSW. 
Dingo Canis lupus dingo: 1 was seen by a few people on the road into O’Reilly’s. 
European Hare Lepus europaeus: A handful were seen on the plains south of Hay (NSW). 
European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus: A few were noted in NSW. 
Rusa Cervus timoriensis: One group were seen near Eaglehawk Neck in TAS. 
Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncates: A small pod was seen during our day out on the Great Barrier Reef. 
 
 


