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A Tropical Birding Tours Custom BirdingTour 

ECUADOR: a Clean up Custom Tour 
9-18 January, 2022 

 
 

Report and photos by ANDRES VASQUEZ N., the guide for this tour 

 
A last-minute tweak to the original itinerary resulted in us seeing this mega bird, Banded Ground-Cuckoo.  

The fact that even this species, considered one of the Holy Grails of Neotropical birding, is only “arguably” the favorite bird of the trip 
says a lot about this exceptional tour! You will understand why after reading the paragraphs to come. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
I had the immense pleasure to guide my great friend Richard Goldfarb once again in Ecuador; the previous tour 
we did together was only a few months back in Panama. When I dropped him off at the airport at the end of 
the Panama tour, he mentioned just casually that if I happen to find an accessible spot for Masked Saltator 
(photo below) that I should let him know. This is a super rare species throughout most of its range and in Ecuador 
the only spot where it had been seen, sort of reliably, a few years back required a killer walk that I would not be 
comfortable taking any tour participants on, due to the difficulties of a steep muddy trail and potential serious 
falls and twisted ankles in an attempt.  

 
Masked Saltator was a major reason this trip was set up in the first place!  

 
Coincidentally, only a few weeks after the farewell at the Copa Airlines desk in the Tocumen Airport (Panama), 
a very promising report about this rare species came in from the extremely active birding community in Ecuador. 
Right after, there were a couple of further sightings from the same spot by other Ecuadorian birders that went 
chasing the bird after decades of birding in Ecuador and having not previously seen the bird in spite of this. The 
situation was very encouraging and after a little more digging, it turned out to be a distant location but of easy 
access with a responsive bird on a well-established territory which made me think that the odds were better 
than usual for this mega bird. FYI, this species still remains a nemesis for many experienced birders in the region. 
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Richard jumped at the opportunity right away and a plan started to be put together. Shortly after, we came to 
a plan to find this bird and additionally target some other potential lifers that after seven previous visits to 
Ecuador were still missing from his list. Of course, after multiple visits, most of those other species are rare and 
hard to find, and, therefore, easy to miss. To do all of this, we needed to cover some ground; we needed to visit 
the coastline, for birds like Esmeraldas Woodstar, Sulphur-throated Finch, Scrub Nightjar, Gray-capped 
Cuckoo, Pale-browed Tinamou, and others. Then, we also needed to climb up into the high Andes to target  the 
rare and difficult Red-rumped Bush-Tyrant at 13,000ft, before continuing down the east slope of the Andes into 
the cloudforests of the foothills in search of the infamous saltator, along with some side birding in the Cordillera 
del Condor for rarities like Roraiman Flycatcher (photo below), White-necked Parakeet, Spectacled Prickletail, 
Chestnut-bellied Thrush, and Equatorial Graytail, among others.  
 

 
The rare Roraiman Flycatcher was one of many tough species accumulated on this targeted birding tour.  

 
In another weird twist of fate, by the time Richard had already purchased his air tickets to fly in and out of thw 
southern city of Guayaquil, another very, very, very interesting report came in about a Banded Ground-Cuckoo 
showing up at a moth trap by a lodge in the Milpe area, close to the northern city of Quito. We were quicky 
persuaded to change the flights based on the rare possibility of seeing this ultra-mega bird. I have to be honest 
to explain this this was quite a tricky decision at the time it was made, as the reports of the cuckoo sighting were 
hazy and not as clear as we would have liked when making such an important change of plans at the last minute! 
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Rick opted to give it a try anyway, since in the process of changing the itinerary, it would also give him a chance 
to look again for Yellow-collared Chlorophonia, which had become a bit of a painful nemesis by this trip. As you 
can probably gather, from the very start of planning for this trip, we faced a number of challenges, not least 
looking for many birds we could easily miss, and sometimes having to stay in remote locations with more basic 
facilities, plus the fact we had to cram widely scattered sites into a short itinerary. No guide in his/her right mind 
would volunteer to guide such a trip. Thankfully, I have not been in my right mind for some time! 
 

 
The scarce, White-necked Parakeet at the wonderful Reserva Zarza 

 
It did not help that just before the start of the tour, the Greek alphabet came up with Omicron and the entire 
world was put, once more, under very uncertain circumstances thanks again to the awful Covid-19 virus. Right 
up until the last minute, all the planning and hopeful expectations were riding on  very fine line. There were so 
many factors that needed to line up correctly for the tour to run, and so many unpredictable and uncontrollable 
things that could have gone wrong that it was only when we were sitting in the car at the start of the tour that 
we finally believed that this unusual birding adventure was actually happening! Enough with this preamble! It 
all ran smoothly and to a very large degree, most of the birds cooperated well. We somehow dodged the biggest 
world surge in Covid cases and returned home with tons of avian prizes in our pockets and marvelous memories 
in our heads. 
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TOUR SUMMARY: 
January 10th Guayaquil to Ayampe: After landing in Guayaquil just before midnight the previous day and 
having to go through the required Health Ministry paperwork, Richard had a very short night. So did I, since I 
was waiting for confirmation of his arrival, which only came through at 1h30am!  Nevertheless, we had an early 
rise in order to fit all we needed to in that morning. This was further complicated by news of a very recent 
sighting of a difficult target bird, Gray-capped Cuckoo, in a park near our hotel. In spite of this location not being 
in our original plans, we quickly squeezed it in all the same, as we had no decent sites for this nomadic and 
erratic species on the tour. Sadly, we went and failed to find the cuckoo, all the same, so perhaps it was a 
migrating bird that had simply already moved on. 
 

 
 
That immediately put us behind schedule but happily, since the weather remained overcast, the bird activity 
lingered until late that morning. This was particularly good for our next target, the Tumbesian endemic White-
edged Oriole, which can be tricky away from sites that were not possible on this itinerary. However, I had a 
good spot for it. We had to drive through the city for this bird which was tricky. Guayaquil is a large concrete 
maze that even locals find hard to navigate. We arrived at the well-known Parque Lago on the outskirts of the 
metropolis and a few minutes later we got our target as Richard spotted them in the distance. Other species 
that we found during this short stop included another target, Fulvous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant (photo above), 
Peruvian Pygmy-Owl, Osprey, Snail Kite, Groove-billed Ani, Golden Grosbeak, the first of many White-browed 
Gnatcatchers, Pale-legged Hornero, Scrub Blackbird, and a many more.  
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We decided not to linger too much in this birdy place, as we had another target in sight, and we had some 
distance to go to get there still.  However, I decided to take a short detour to a regular breeding area for Gray-
capped Cuckoo, hoping a breeding individual may have already arrived but we failed again since it was still a 
little dry for that to have happened. In the process, however, we scored a “secondary” target lifer, Necklaced 
Spinetail and a couple of other interesting birds like, White-tailed Jay, Crimson-breasted Finch, Long-tailed 
Mockingbird, and Sooty-crowned Flycatcher. We also heard distantly the first of various Elegant Crescentchests 
(photo below), which we were to see the next day. 
 

 
 
The last couple of hours of the morning were dedicated to scanning dry desert scrub on the Santa Elena 
Peninsula in the hopes of a rare, nomadic finch. For this, we decided to just drive and drive along a series of 
labyrinthian secondary roads looking for flocks of seedeaters, with which the finch might be hiding. Not too long 
into this process ,we were feeling confident, as we found a large flock of Parrot-billed Seedeaters, a species 
thar the Sulphur-throated Finch often flocks with. However, after sifting through this flock of some hundred or 
so birds, we did not find any finches.  
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We did get another of requested lifer, in the form of a Short-tailed Field-Tyrant that was attracted to the pygmy-
owl song that I was playing to keep the flock interested. We also found there the great looking Vermillion 
Flycatcher, Gray-and-white Tyrannulet, Short-tailed Woodstar, West Peruvian and Croaking Ground Doves, 
Amazilia Hummingbird, Pearl Kite, Superciliated Wren, Collared Warbling Finch, and the elegant Baird’s 
Flycatcher. No sign of the finch, however.  
 

 
 
 
At noon, we decided to go for lunch by the beach and found a great restaurant with the best Camarones 
Encocados (photo above) I had ever had. While enjoying this delicious dish, we scanned the Pacific Ocean and 
found Royal Tern, Peruvian and Brown Pelicans, and some Magnificent Frigatebirds that kept us entertained 
while eating. We were reinvigorated after this, and so, in the afternoon we tried again for the target finch. We 
set a deadline time of 5pm to find the finch or leave without it. We searched and searched, and finally, got a 
whole flock of these damn finches at 4h55pm, at the eleventh hour. After this, we took a drive north to Puerto 
Lopez where the nice Azuluna Hotel was our home for the next couple of nights.  
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Gray-and-white Tyrannulet (above) and Short-tailed Woodstar 
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January 11th Ayampe area: The presence of a coastal cordillera in this area brings humidity to this dry 
littoral region and that condition makes the birding here very enjoyable with a mix of wet and dry forest species. 
This may also be the reason why the poorly known Esmeraldas Woodstar (photo below) only breeds in this 
location from around December to February; it disperses after that, and nobody really knows where to. Needless 
to say, this hummer was our main target of the day and for that we visited a garden full of verbena flowers 
inside a La Esmeralda Reserve. Thankfully, we only needed to wait for a few minutes before we spotted a male 
browsing the stands of flowers at close range.  
 

 
 
This was our only realistic target for that morning and that location, so we “relaxed” quite quickly and went for 
some leisurely birding along the reserve trails. We found a few cool birds like, the Elegant Crescentchest 
mentioned before, Collared Antshrike, Rufous-headed Chachalaca, Laughing Falcon, Tropical (Tumbes) 
Pewee, Speckle-breasted Wren, Crimson-breasted Finch, Streaked Saltator, and Snowy-throated Kingbird to 
name but a few. Unfortunately, though we heard several Pale-browed Tinamous, (another big target), the birds 
were always far off, and it was too hot to realistically try hard for one. Finally, we scanned the ocean from a 
viewpoint and found a nice flock of Blue-footed Boobies in a feeding frenzy, flying in circles and diving into the 
water to catch fish.  
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The Tumbesian dry tropical forests surrounding the coastal cordillera 

 
Then, later in the morning, we moved towards the Ayampe River, where a road runs parallel to the river. 
Historically, this is another good spot for the enigmatic Esmeraldas Woodstar, and we did see one going to a 
traditional perch. We also found a few nice birds that kept us busy until close to lunchtime. Among those were 
King Vulture, Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Ecuadorian Trogon, White-whiskered Puffbird, Western Fire-eye, 
Blue-black Grosbeak, Red-billed Scythebill, Pacific Elaenia, and the very noisy Fasciated Wren.  
 
In the afternoon, we visited some drier areas within the community of Agua Blanca with the hope that late in 
the day we might find a tinamou calling close by. Ultimately, this never happened but we got a couple of nice 
birds instead, like a roosting Black-and-white Owl, Plumbeous-backed Thrush (a Tumbesian endemic), and the 
charismatic, funky-looking Striped Cuckoo.  
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The “Bad-hair-day” Striped Cuckoo (above) and a beautiful male Crimson-breasted Finch 
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There was one other avian target we could get that day, but we needed to wait until dusk to see it. We stayed 
in the field until the sun finally set and visited a stake out for Scrub Nightjar. We struggled a little bit at the start 
to locate a couple of singing birds but finally managed gorgeous views of them, both siting on the road and flying 
just a few feet above our heads.  
 

 
Another photo of the tiny Esmeraldas Woodstar on a regular perch in Ayampe. 

 
January 12th Ayampe to Guayaquil: During dinner the previous night, I did a quick eBird search in the 
hope that someone may have seen a Gray-capped Cuckoo near Guayaquil, or somewhere along our route to 
there. Guess what? That same day, there was a report with photos of an individual of this species just 20 minutes 
from our hotel.! Of course, that morning the first thing we did was drive down to the site in search of it. Due to 
the limited information available on eBird about the sighting, we initially struggled to find the exact spot where 
we thought the bird had been seen. We walked around for an hour or more, all the time frustrated as we could 
not be sure we were in the right location. Then, suddenly, the cuckoo responded to playback, flying over our 
heads and continuing on across an estuary before finally disappearing in a dense, scrubby field. We did not 
manage to get it to come back, but knew we had been fortunate to get nice, prolonged flight views of it.  



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  ECUADOR Clean up Custom Tour – January 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-9110         info@tropicalbirding.com  	p.13 

With this main target under our belts, we opened up some time that morning to do some shorebirding and in 
doing do, pump up Richard’s impressive Ecuador list. We visited several locations along the coastline of Manabi 
and Santa Elena, stopping for lunch in the same restaurant as a few days before and taking the chance to eat 
the same, exemplary Camarones Encocados once more. The list really took off, with various things like dozens 
of Chilean Flamingos, Black-bellied and Semipalmated Plovers, Whimbrel, Willet, Least, Semipalmated, 
Western, and Spotted Sandpipers, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Killdeer (local race), Sandwich, Gull-billed 
and Royal Terns, Roseate Spoonbill, Kelp, Gray and Gray-hooded Gulls, Blue-winged Teals, White-cheeked 
Pintails,  White Ibis, Cocoi and Tricolored Herons, Sanderlings, Ruddy Turnstones, and a rare and unexpected 
Surfbird, which was a very welcome new bird for both of our Ecuador lists. I had only previously seen it in Peru 
prior to that. 
 
During my eBird search the night before I also found a promising spot for the difficult tinamou on the way to 
Guayaquil. The only problem is that it was inside a gated community. I decided to try to find the eBirder that 
posted the sighting through Facebook and did so. Therefore, that afternoon I messaged him hoping that he 
would respond to my request of allowing us access to the tinamou site, but unfortunately, I did not get any 
reply. I decided to head to the location anyway and while I was trying to get permission to enter the community 
from the guards at the gate, the eBirder showed up at the gate, recognized me and brought us in. He took us to 
a trail inside this large suburb in search of the tinamou. This soon turned into the perfect scenario to find a Pale-
browed Tinamou, an open trail surrounded by dense, pristine dry forest, hardly visited by any humans and close 
to dusk, when several individuals were heard singing at close range. We found a couple of other species here 
and there while waiting for the perfect time to “strike”, once the light conditions were favorable. (Birds like 
tinamous can be less shy around dusk). So, we hid ourselves behind some bushes and called the tinamou from 
a prudent distance. It took a while, but finally the bird came calmly on to the open trail and gave us perfect 
views. It felt like the day could not have gone any better, but then, as we walked out of the trail, we saw a large, 
elongated cat walking across an open field; a Jaguarundi (photo below)!!! 
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January 13th Guayaquil to Gualaceo: We started the day with a short visit to the humid forests of 
Manglares Churute, for a long shot at Whiskered Wren, which we did not find. We only gave this great birding 
spot a short time, since the principal target for the morning was quite distant from Guayaquil, some 3.5 hours’ 
drive away. Given that we were unable to get there early anyways, we decided to do a little birding on the way. 
Only an hour so was spent there, finding no lifebirds, but some enjoyable ones all the same, like Horned 
Screamer, Great Antshrike, Jet Antbird, Superciliated Wren, Long-billed Gnatwren, and Peruvian Meadowlark.  
 
We then drove up higher, in order to try for a high Andean target bird, Red-rumped Bush-Tyrant (photo below)  
which lives at above 13,000ft. It was unclear until the previous afternoon, if we were even going to be able to 
reach the site without a massive detour, as a large landslide had caused road closures in the area. Thankfully, 
we got last minute confirmation that we were going to be able to take the road we wanted to after all. This 
meant we were going to have plenty of time to look for this rare flycatcher. It was high on Rick’s list of target 
birds, having previously tried for it on other Ecuador tours. We actually arrived quite late as another smaller 
landslide delayed us for well over an hour. We started by briefly birding La Toreadora Lake and quickly found 
some of the key species at the site like, Tit-like Dacnis, Violet-throated Metaltail (an Ecuadorian endemic), 
Andean Tit-Spinetail, Tawny Antpitta, Chestnut-winged and Stout-billed Cinclodes, Many-striped Canastero, 
and Ecuadorian Hillstar. 
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Under normal circumstances, and normal tours, these birds would have been sufficient to find, but neither were 
lifers for Rick, and we needed to focus our remaining time up there on finding his major target bird. By noon, 
we had moved to the penultimate spot for the Red-rumped Bush-Tyrant, and after spending an unsuccessful 
hour searching, and the climate having become hot with associated low bird activity, we set to leave for lunch, 
only for a pair of these tyrant to respond at the last minute and turn what felt like a cruel dip (i.e. missing the 
bird) into elation on finding them at the death. 
 
We then went for a nice meal in a local restaurant called Dos Chorreras and took a celebratory beer and ate a 
great trout meal. During the meal, I realized that by finding this tyrant before lunch (thanks to the open road 
and the last-minute cooperating birds) we had freed up some time in the afternoon for another bird that was 
not even on our radar since logistically we were not going to be able to include it in the itinerary. It required a 
long detour that could chew up the entire afternoon, but we thought it was worth a shot. Therefore, we drove 
for close to two hours south of Cuenca towards Santa Isabel and visited the famed Yunguilla Reserve, a 
Fundacion Jocotoco Conservation site, which is the last remaining site of the extremely rare Pale-headed 
Brushfinch (photo below). The total population is estimated to be under 250 individuals: total.  On our regular 
tours, we normally dedicate an entire morning to finding this rare species, so we needed to bring our A game, 
with the only afternoon we had to track it down.  
 

 
 
On the drive into the reserve we had the thickest fog we could ever have, and some rain too, so we were not 
overly hopeful. Fortunately, we managed to find a pair not too far up the main trail of the reserve.  
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We still a long drive ahead of us back to Cuenca, then towards Gualaceo but we undertook this long, complicated 
journey in the knowledge we had found both our main target bird and a bonus rarity too.  
 
January 14th Gualaceo to Yantzaza: This was “D day”. The main target for this tour, and the one that 
initiated this whole plan into action, the rare Masked Saltator, was the key bird for the day. We needed to drive 
for about an hour from our hotel in Gualaceo to the area of Juan Bosco to reach the area where this bird had 
been seen a handful of times in the past couple weeks which had made the site the absolute hotspot for such a 
difficult species. We did not manage as early as I would have liked, since the road was in worse conditions than 
expected. Therefore, we only managed to arrive at the main trail just after 7am. This was by no means a bad 
time, but not daybreak, as we would have liked. It was eerily quiet on arrival. 
 

 
It was so quiet that I had to entertain myself photographing this cool Hover Fly 

 
We were hoping that the activity would pick up eventually and so we kept on walking this narrow ridge trail in 
the hope of hearing the saltator. That wishful thinking ended at close to 11am, when we decided to quit after a 
sunny morning with almost no birds at all. In total, I would say we only got to see 6 species of birds in all that 
time! 
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 The best of these was being able to  get photos of an Orange-banded Flycatcher (photo below), which is not 
typically photogenic. We also saw Bluish Flowerpiercer, Sulphur-bellied Tyrannulet, Mountain Cacique, and 
Collared Inca.  
 

 
Getting a photos like this of Orange-banded Flycatcher is not usually easy!  

 
This was a tough defeat to digest. The lunch took downhill in the small town of Limon felt tasteless after that. 
Plus, the rest of day was also very tough on us. We already had a long drive ahead of us but encountered horrible 
road conditions that made it longer than we had expected. On top of that, the van came to an unexpected halt 
revealing right then that it had a faulty gauge, which meant the driver had to go in search of gas by hitch-hiking 
to the nearest town, which, thankfully, was only a few miles away. We tried birding a side road on the journey 
to try and brighten up a dull day with birds, but things were also fairly quiet there, but we did find Andean Cock-
of-the-rock, Olive-sided Flycatcher Black-capped Donacobious and a few tanagers here and there. Ultimately 
though, this was the only day in a decade of birding together that Rick had not found a lifebird, so it was not a 
bad return looking back with the benefit of hindsight. Dinner did not feel any better, but we went to bed with 
the realization that the stars were simply not aligned in our favor that day. Other guides birding in the same 
region reported the same thing! 
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Another angle on the Hover Fly, just because… how many times does a FLY feature  in a trip report? 

 
 
January 15th Zarza Reserve: With our mood reset after yesterday, we headed towards a fairly new site 
called Zarza Reserve within the Paquisha Alto area. We left before dawn and found ourselves surrounded by 
glorious Andean foothill cloudforest on arrival. Unlike the previous day, activity levels were high from the very 
start until lunchtime, we experienced flock after flock, some of which held lifers too, making this a day in stark 
contrast to the one before. Indeed, the very first ten minutes of birding produced three target birds, which were 
all part of a large impressive, and diverse feeding flocks that held Equatorial Graytail, Spectacled Prickletail 
(photo next page), and Chestnut-bellied Thrush, a long-time nemesis for Rick. The same flock contained Yellow-
throated, Golden, Golden-eared, Orange-eared, Bay-headed, Saffron-crowned, and Flame-faced Tanagers 
plus a bunch of other songbirds.  
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A key specialty of Zarza Reserve, the rare and local Spectacled Prickletail 

 
 
By walking the road we found a couple of our other targets, the rare and local Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet 
was singing from a close by canopy, so we managed to call it down to a visible spot, and then a group of White-
necked Parakeets (photo page 20) flew over our heads. I tried a little tape on these parakeets and suddenly they 
came in to check us out and started feeding on a nearby tree. We had great looks. 
 
The flocks continued throughout the morning and we continued to pick up more nice birds, like the rare, 
nomadic, and unpredictable Slate-colored Seedeater feeding in a bamboo patch, Barred Parakeets, Deep-blue 
Flowerpiercer, Rufous-crested and Blue-winged Mountain Tanagers, the eastern subspecies of Black-and-
white Becard, the difficult and local Bar-winged Wood-Wren (another specialty of the area), Collared Trogon, 
Red-headed Barbet, Western Fire-eye, and Cliff and Ornate Flycatchers, and the very weirdly distributed, 
always hard and rare, Rufous-browed Tyrannulet (photo next page) that gave us exceptional looks.  
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Rufous-browed Tyrannulet (above) and the near-endemic White-necked Parakeet  
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We kept on bumping into flocks attended to by many species, and finally plucked a Gray-mantled Wren out of 
one of these. The localized Coppery-chested Jacamar (photo below) was another great addition during this  
fantastic day. We decided to put some extra effort in to get better views of the prickletail and although we found 
some more, we had not seen it as well as e would have liked up until this point.  
 

 
Another regional specialty at Zarza, Coppery-chested Jacamar  

 
 
We had a short break in the middle of the day for lunch in the field, and after some more birding we decided to 
return to Yantzaza and have relaxed afternoon. On the way back, before we reached the main highway, we 
encountered another good flock too. In a much more open area, with only patches of remnant forest and scrub 
we found other species that like this disturbed habitat. Among the interesting ones included, Paradise, Guira, 
Blue-necked, Turquoise, Green-and-gold, Black-capped, and Magpie Tanagers, Gilded Barbet, Wire-crested 
Thorntail, Lined Antshrike, Peruvian Warbling-Antbird, Wing-barred Piprites, Cerulean Warbler, and Black-
faced Dacnis, to name a few of the 53 species that we recorded just in that one diverse spot!  
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We then moved out of the Zarza area and headed towards Yantzaza where we stopped shortly for a few more 
snacks. We did not wish to spend time getting a full meal since rains were approaching, and we wanted to visit 
a nice hummingbird garden close to this small town. The now well-known My Paradise reserve is a key place to 
see the unmatchable Spangled Coquette and so we went there for this species. With rain already falling, the 
bird activity was a little slow in the garden, but a gorgeous male coquette did show up for a short time. We saw 
a few other hummers there such as  a male Little Woodstar (photo below). We also found Blue-tailed and 
Glittering-throated Emeralds feeding from the Verbena flowers and Chestnut-crowned Becard, Blue-gray 
Saltator, Mottle-backed Elaenia, and Yellow-tufted Woodpecker in the trees surrounding the garden. It was a 
great closure to a good day in the Andean foothills. 
 

 
 
January 16th  Zarza to Limon: We took another shot at Zarza Reserve today and I was keen to go back 
there since I had unfinished business with a particular flycatcher that had been messing with me for a long time, 
a nemeses for me and a lifer of course for Richard too. This time, after having had great birding the previous 
day, we headed directly to the best territories for the weirdly distributed Roraiman Flycatcher (photo next page) 
that we had tried for already the day but had no luck. This time we had three individuals being really responsive, 
so a #nemesisnomore.  
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A Roraiman Flycatcher at Zarza, a hard to see (and even harder to photograph), species.  
 

 
This was actually one of the first sightings of the morning which compared to the previous one, was much 
quieter. We managed to find a few new birds, however, that complemented the previous day’s list. We also got 
better views of a couple of the harder ones like Spectacled Prickletail and the Equatorial Graytail and simply 
enjoyed birding among a couple of flocks with many tanagers and other songbirds within them. Among the new 
birds of this morning at Zarza were Blue-crowned Trogon, Golden-collared Toucanet, Chestnut-tipped 
Toucanet, Sickle-winged Guan, Gray-breasted Sabrewing, Long-tailed Tyrant and more.  
 
We did not have much time to bird there that morning, given that we had to again undertake the long drive we 
had done two days previously, to Limon. Therefore by midmorning, we started heading out, and stopped briefly 
in some secondary habitat in order to find birds like Yellow-bellied Dacnis (photo next page) and Golden-collared 
Honeycreeper among other previously seen tanagers.   
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This Yellow-bellied Dacnis was found in secondary habitat in the East Andean Foothills   

 
 
Then we went for a a surprisingly good early lunch in a small town called El Pangui, where the arroz marinero 
was superb, and soon we were undertaking that long drive again. In the late afternoon we arrived, with sufficient 
time to bird a little before dark. I knew from the very start of the tour planning that there was a good chance 
that we would have to try multiple times for the Masked Saltator given its shy nature and undoubted scarcity. 
Therefore, that afternoon we had strategically booked a night in a quite basic lodge near the saltator territory 
so that we could have an extra morning looking for it if needed.  
 
As we were staying closeby and had arrived in good time, we decided to try for it in the late afternoon too on 
this day.  We spotted a large flock beside the trail that held Grass-green and Beryl-spangled Tanagers, Hooded 
Mountain Tanager, Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia, Southern Emerald Toucanet-photo next page- (which 
made it a three toucanet day),  Sharpe’s Wren, Yellow-breasted Brushfinch, and Andean Guan. 
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We were anxious to head onto the ridge trail (where the saltator is said to be) before dark and so we headed 
there in earnest. It was a little drizzly but there were a couple birds waiting for us, namely Black-throated Tody-
Tyrant, Common Chlorospingus, and the beautiful Golden-crowned Tanager.  We tried for a little less than an 
hour, but again our efforts went unrewarded. Once again defeated, saltator 2 – us 0, we headed to the hotel 
that had fairly good food too.  
 
January 17th Limon to Cuenca, fly to Quito and night in Los Bancos: This was our very last chance 
at the tour’s main target bird, and therefore we decided to be on site at the crack of dawn. Timing was essential 
anyway, since we did not really have a lot of time that morning, given that we had a midday flight to Quito from 
Cuenca, and we had an additional drive of about 1h45mins from the birding area to the airport. It was then or 
never; the moment of truth. We departed our hotel with all of our luggage right before dawn and drove to the 
key site straight away. We got our equipment together, put our lucky hats on, and headed straight for the 
Masked Saltator (photo next page). After a combined effort of close to 7 hours on that trail on three different 
days, that morning it took us only 15 minutes to receive a vocal response. I could not belief my ears initially, but 
we had to wait until the second time the birds called before we could really celebrate it as if we had just scored 
a last-minute winner goal in a soccer match. We positioned ourselves in a strategic spot, called the bird for a 
further few seconds and boooom!! Glory, joy, relief, happiness, liberation, all combined into one of the 
moments when the marvelous bird came out into the open.  
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We had terrific views of the saltator in the first warm rays of sunlight of a splendid, sunny day. We enjoyed it 
from various angles for a few minutes and even managed to snap a few shots before the bird disappeared once 
more.  
 

 
The rare and local Masked Saltator was the main reason for putting this trip together. It took three attempts, but we got it!  

 
 
After this wonderful success, and an awful lot of time spent in this area by now, we were happy to just head 
straight to Cuenca and avoid any possible, unforeseen delays, and be ready for our afternoon flight to Quito as 
planned. To kill some time however, we visited a nice urban birding spot in Cuenca called Parque El Paraiso. We 
had a relaxed birding time there with our mental state still close to ecstatic following our earlier saltator sighting. 
We found a couple of new birds for the trip like several beautiful Green-tailed Trainbearers (photo next page), 
plus Tufted Tit-Tyrant, Rusty Flowerpiercer and Azara’s and Line-cheeked Spinetails. Then we moved for an 
early lunch in the restaurant of a good friend of mine in downtown Cuenca before heading to the airport.  
 



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  ECUADOR Clean up Custom Tour – January 2022 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-9110         info@tropicalbirding.com  	p.27 

 
This Green-tailed Trainbearer was one of several seen in the city of Cuenca  

 
The plane was on time and our flight went smoothly. We arrived in Quito airport where I had arranged for my 
car to be dropped off by my lovely wife, so we that we could use it for the remainder of the tour. Then, we drove 
non-stop to Milpe Bird Sanctuary and arrived just before dusk to find another big target, in the form of a pair 
Yellow-collared Chlorophonias. A pair were located high in the tree and in a poor light, so they were barely 
countable at that time, but we had gained a headstart on where to find them the next day. 
 
January 18th Milpe area, Nanegalito and departure: Our last day of the tour to yield one of the best 
birds in the World. Nonetheless, the backdrop to this was a little more complex than it might sound. A few years 
ago, there was a Banded Ground-Cuckoo (photo next page) that visited a moth trap foe a good window of time 
and was located inside the forest of this Milpe Lodge near Los Bancos. The cuckoo had fed on moths and other 
insects that visited the trap regularly for a few month period, and then, suddenly, disappeared. In early 
December 2021, there were rumors that the bird had returned to the same trap. However, there was precious 
little data online to reveal the regularity of the birds recent visits, and a complete lack of photos. There was also 
a lot of miscommunication surrounding the reports, making it difficult to judge the authenticity of the sightings. 
Furthermore, I had investigated the area shortly before the tour, and not seen the cuckoo during that visit. 
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The dramatic and enigmatic Banded Ground-Cuckoo, one of South America’s most wanted bird species  
 
 
Even if an individual had been regular of late, we knew this rare bird can be extremely unpredictable, and so we 
were cautiously pessimistic and went with the expectation not to see it. This is perhaps always best with this 
species, in order to avoid the bitter disappointment if the bird did not show up, as is most likely with this erratic 
species. We only had to drive 10 minutes from our hotel in Los Bancos, to reach the reserve gate where the 
ranger was waiting for us. After that, we walked 15 minutes on nicely maintained forest trails, and waited at a 
forest blind with tasty, recently brewed, coffee and crackers provided by the lodge. It seemed too good to be 
true. A Banded Ground-Cuckoo  (photo above and next page) was supposed to pop up right in front of us any 
minute, and to our surprise and with a lack of faith in this difficult bird, the bird did just that!!! 
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It was not the only species there either. Indeed, the cuckoo was actually the last to show up during this feeding 
frenzy. The first to come in was a Rufous Motmot, then several smaller birds, like Ochre-breasted Tanager, 
Tawny-faced Gnatwren, Zeledon’s and Chestnut-backed Antbirds, Spotted and Plain-brown Woodcreepers, 
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch, Golden-bellied (Choco) Warbler, Dusky-faced Tanager, and Orange-billed 
Sparrow to name a few.  
 
This was a magical time!!! Completely blown away, we left the blind about 20 minutes after the cuckoo had left 
for good. On the walk back up to the parking lot we found a low mixed feeding flock with Bicolored Antbird, 
Speckled Nightingale-Thrush, Slaty Antwren and a few others. This indicated something else, and I quickly 
noticed there were army ants moving on the floor, the reason of their presence. When I scanned the area, I also 
found the Banded Ground-Cuckoo in attendance at this army ant swarm. This provided the cherry on top! 
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The recently split Speckled Nightingale-Thrush (above) and skulking Tawny-faced Gnatwren 
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We then went for a proper breakfast at the lodge restaurant that overlooks lush forest. While having a great 
meal, we saw a distant Lineated Woodpecker, many hummingbird species at the nearby feeders, and a nice 
Gray-headed Kite perched on an emergent stump above the canopy. I could also hear the much-wanted Yellow-
collared Chlorophonia singing in the distance. So, right after eating our sunny-side-up eggs, we moved up to 
the balcony above the restaurant, and with some effort found a couple of distant chlorophonias. Since the 
sighting of these bright green-and-yellow birds was still not satisfactory, we were thinking of heading back to 
the spot where we had found them the previous afternoon. However, just as we reached the car, another small 
group of chlorophonias began singing right above us, and we finally managed awesome views of a pair.  
 

 
Chestnut-backed Antbird is typically a hard to photograph species, although that was easy at this blind!  

 
With our varied success that morning, we had managed to free up some time, and so went and took care of a 
logistical requirement, taking a Covid-19 test in a laboratory in the nearby town of Los Bancos. Then, we checked 
out of our hotel and headed towards Nanegalito where a couple of other “secondary” targets for us might be 
found. We checked the secondary forest around the town’s cemetery, where we found Whiskered Wren, which 
we had missed in previous days, and the incomprehensibly scarce Rufous-winged Tyrannulet.  
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These were the final lifers for Richard on the tour. We did some extra birding in the afternoon on the way back 
to Quito but could not find the only other possible lifer in the region, White-throated Daggerbill. However, at 
this point, following a very successful tour, with many dream birds having been being seen, many nemesis birds 
having fallen, and tons of new species for Rick’s Ecuador list, we did not really care too much about this hummer 
after all!  
 

 
Commemorative photo after seeing one of the World’s toughest birds: Banded Ground-Cuckoo. 

 
 
We headed back to Quito where we had a final dinner with my family, sharing a great time together before we 
drove to the airport for Richard to catch a flight back to the US. It was a tremendous tour.  
 
 
*PLEASE NOTE: There are further photos after the checklist at the end of this report. 
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FINAL CHECKLIST: 
443 species were recorded on this 9-day tour. 410 were seen by us both, 28 were Heard Only (H) and only 5 species were 
seen only by the Tour Leader (L).  We recorded 7 species of mammals and also saw fresh tracks of Mountain Tapir and 
Ocelot.  
 

BIRDS 
 

 TINAMOUS TINAMIDAE 
1  Pale-browed Tinamou Crypturellus transfasciatus 

 
 SCREAMERS ANHIMIDAE 

2  Horned Screamer Anhima cornuta 
 

 DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS ANATIDAE 
3  Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 
4  Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors 
5  White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis 
6  Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica 
7  Andean Teal Anas andium andium 
8  Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea 

 
 GUANS, CHACHALACAS, CURASSOWS CRACIDAE 

9  Rufous-headed Chachalaca Ortalis erythroptera 
10  Andean Guan Penelope montagnii 
11  Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 
12  Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii 

 
 FLAMINGOS PHOENICOPTERIDAE 

13  Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis 
 

 GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE 
14  Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 

 
 PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE 

15  Rock Pigeon Columba livia 
16  Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 
17  Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 
18  Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 
19  Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 
20  Ecuadorian Ground Dove Columbina buckleyi 
21  Croaking Ground Dove Columbina cruziana 
22  Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa 
23  White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 
24  West Peruvian Dove Zenaida meloda 
25  Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 

 
 CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE 

26  Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 
27  Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 
28  Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia 
29  Banded Ground-Cuckoo Neomorphus radiolosus 
30  Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 
31  Gray-capped Cuckoo Coccyzus lansbergi 
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 NIGHTJARS CAPRIMULGIDAE 

32  Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis 
33  Scrub (Anthony's) Nightjar Nyctidromus anthonyi 

 
 SWIFTS APODIDAE 

34  Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila 
35  White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 
36  Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 

 
 HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE 

37  White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 
38  White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui 
39  Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 
40  Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus 
41  Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans 
42  Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 
43  Lesser (Green) Violetear Colibri cyanotus 
44  Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx auritus 
45  Green-breasted (Black-throated) Mango Anthracothorax prevostii iridescens 
46  Amethyst-throated Sunangel Heliangelus amethysticollis 
47  Wire-crested Thorntail Discosura popelairii 
48  Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 
49  Spangled Coquette Lophornis stictolophus 
50  Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys 
51  Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii 
52  Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis 
53  Ecuadorian Hillstar Oreotrochilus chimborazo 
54  Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae 
55  Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia nuna 
56  Violet-throated Metaltail (E) Metallura baroni 
57  Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena 
58  Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni 
59  Collared Inca Coeligena torquata 
60  Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini 
61  Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii 
62  Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini 
63  Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides 
64  Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 
65  Violet-fronted Brilliant Heliodoxa leadbeateri 
66  Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris 
67  Short-tailed Woodstar Myrmia micrura 
68 L White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant 
69  Little Woodstar Chaetocercus bombus 
70  Esmeraldas Woodstar (E) Chaetocercus berlepschi 
71  Purple-throated Woodstar Philodice mitchellii 
72  Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus 
73  Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus 
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74  Gray-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis 
75  Crowned (Green-crowned) Woodnymph Thalurania colombica verticeps 
76  Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 
77  Amazilia Hummingbird Amazilis amazilia 
78  Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae 
79  Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata 
80  Violet-bellied Hummingbird Chlorestes julie 
81  Virginia (Ecuadorian) Rail Rallus limicola aequatorialis 
82  Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata 

 
 LIMPKIN ARAMIDAE 

83  Limpkin Aramus guarauna 
 

 STILTS AND AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE 
84  Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 

 
 OYSTERCATCHERS HAEMATOPODIDAE 

85  American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 
 

 PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE 
86  Black-bellied (Gray) Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
87  Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 
88  Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 

 
 JACANAS JACANIDAE 

89  Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana 

 
 SANDPIPERS SCOLOPACIDAE 

90  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
91  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
92  Surfbird Calidris virgata 
93  Sanderling Calidris alba 
94  Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 
95  Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
96  Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 
97  Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 
98  Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 
99  Willet Tringa semipalmata 

100  Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

 
 GULLS, TERNS, & SKIMMERS LARIDAE 

101  Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus 
102  Gray-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 
103  Gray Gull Leucophaeus modestus 
104  Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 
105  Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 
106  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
107  Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 
108  Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

 
 FRIGATEBIRDS FREGATIDAE 

109  Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 
 

 BOOBIES AND GANNETS SULIDAE 
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110  Blue-footed Booby Sula nebouxii 
 

 CORMORANTS AND SHAGS PHALACROCORACIDAE 
111  Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 

 
 PELICANS PELECANIDAE 

112  Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 
113  Peruvian Pelican Pelecanus thagus 

 
 HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS ARDEIDAE 

114  Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi 
115  Great Egret Ardea alba 
116  Snowy Egret Egretta thula 
117  Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 
118  Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 
119  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
120  Striated Heron Butorides striata 
121  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 

 
 IBIS AND SPOONBILLS THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

122  White Ibis Eudocimus albus 
123  Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 

 
 NEW WORLD VULTURES CATHARTIDAE 

124  King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 
125  Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 
126  Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

 
 OSPREY PANDIONIDAE 

127  Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

 
 HAWKS, EAGLES, KITES ACCIPITRIDAE 

128  Pearl Kite Gampsonyx swainsonii 
129  Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis 
130  Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis 
131  Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis 
132  Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps 
133  Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 
134  Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 
135  Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma 
136  Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 

 
 OWLS STRIGIDAE 

137 H Band-bellied Owl Pulsatrix melanota 
138  Peruvian (Pacific) Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium peruanum 
139  Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
140  Black-and-white Owl Ciccaba nigrolineata 

 
 TROGONS TROGONIDAE 

141  Ecuadorian Trogon Trogon mesurus 
142  Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui 
143  Collared Trogon Trogon collaris 

 
 MOTMOTS MOMOTIDAE 

144  Whooping (Blue-crowned) Motmot Momotus subrufescens argenticinctus 
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145  Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 
 

 KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE 
146  Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 
147  Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 

 
 PUFFBIRDS BUCCONIDAE 

148  White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis 
 

 JACAMARS GALBULIDAE 
149  Coppery-chested Jacamar Galbula pastazae 

 
 NEW WORLD BARBETS CAPITONIDAE 

150  Gilded Barbet Capito auratus 
151  Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 

 
 TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE 

152  Southern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus albivitta 
153  Chestnut-tipped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus derbianus 
154  Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus 
155  Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus erythropygius 
156  Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii 
157  Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis 

 
 WOODPECKERS PICIDAE 

158  Lafresnaye's Piculet Picumnus lafresnayi 
159 H Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus 
160  Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 
161 H Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 
162  Scarlet-backed Woodpecker Dryobates callonotus 
163 H Guayaquil Woodpecker Campephilus gayaquilensis 
164  Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 
165  Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 
166 H Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii 

 
 FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE 

167  Black Caracara Daptrius ater 
168  Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 
169  Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 
170  Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

 
 PARROTS PSITTACIDAE 

171  Barred Parakeet Bolborhynchus lineola 
172 L Gray-cheeked Parakeet Brotogeris pyrrhoptera 
173  Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus 
174  Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 
175  Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus 
176  Pacific Parrotlet Forpus coelestis 
177  White-necked Parakeet (E) Pyrrhura albipectus 
178  Maroon-tailed Parakeet (Choco) Pyrrhura melanura pacifica 
179  Red-masked Parakeet Psittacara erythrogenys 

 
 TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE 

180  Rufous-rumped Antwren Euchrepomis callinota 
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181  Great Antshrike Taraba major 
182 H Lined Antshrike Thamnophilus tenuepunctatus 
183  Collared Antshrike Thamnophilus bernardi 
184  Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus 
185  Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis 
186  Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor 
187  Peruvian Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis peruviana 
188 H Blackish Antbird Cercomacroides nigrescens 
189  Jet Antbird Cercomacra nigricans 
190  Western (White-backed) Fire-eye Pyriglena maura 
191  Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul 
192  Zeledon's (Immaculate) Antbird Hafferia zeledoni 

 
 CRESCENTCHESTS MELANOPAREIIDAE 

193  Elegant Crescentchest Melanopareia elegans 

 
 GNATEATERS CONOPOPHAGIDAE 

194  Chestnut-crowned Gnateater Conopophaga castaneiceps 
 

 ANTPITTAS GRALLARIIDAE 
195 H White-bellied Antpitta Grallaria hypoleuca 
196 H Equatorial (Rufous) Antpitta Grallaria saturata 
197  Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis 
198 H Slate-crowned Antpitta Grallaricula nana 

 
 TAPACULOS RHINOCRYPTIDAE 

199 H (Northern) White-crowned Tapaculo Scytalopus atratus 
200 H Long-tailed (Eq. Rufous-vented) Tapaculo Scytalopus micropterus 

 
 ANTTHRUSHES FORMICARIIDAE 

201 H Black-headed Antthrush Formicarius nigricapillus 

 
 OVENBIRDS & WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE 

202  Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 
203  Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 
204  Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 
205  Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis 
206  Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris 
207  Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
208  Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans 
209  Pale-legged (Pacific) Hornero Furnarius leucopus cinnamomeus 
210  Stout-billed Cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior 
211  Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia variegaticeps 
212 H Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris 
213  Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa 
214 H Henna-hooded Foliage-gleaner Clibanornis erythrocephalus 
215  Andean Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura andicola 
216  Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata 
217  Equatorial Graytail Xenerpestes singularis 
218  Spectacled Prickletail Siptornis striaticollis 
219  Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops 
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220  Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata 
221  Line-cheeked Spinetail Cranioleuca antisiensis 
222  Necklaced Spinetail Synallaxis stictothorax 
223  Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura 
224 H Dark-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albigularis 
225  Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae 

 
 MANAKINS PIPRIDAE 

226 H White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus 
227  Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus deliciosus 

 
 COTINGAS COTINGIDAE 

228  Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii 
229  Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus 

 
 TITYRAS AND ALLIES TITYRIDAE 

230  Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 
231  Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor 
232  Chestnut-crowned Becard Pachyramphus castaneus 
233  White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus 
234  Black-and-white Becard Pachyramphus albogriseus 

 
 SHARPBILL, ROYAL FLY., & ALLIES OXYRUNCIDAE 

235 L Black-tailed Flycatcher Myiobius atricaudus 
 

 TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE 
236  Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris 
237 L Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus 
238  Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus 
239  Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris 
240  Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes ophthalmicus 
241  Ecuadorian Tyrannulet Phylloscartes gualaquizae 
242  Rufous-browed Tyrannulet Phylloscartes superciliaris 
243  Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus 
244  Black-throated Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus granadensis 
245  Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 
246  Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Flatbill) (southeast) Tolmomyias sulphurescens peruvianus 
247  Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Flatbill) (west) Tolmomyias sulphurescens aequatorialis 
248  Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus 
249  Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 
250  Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus 
251  Orange-banded Flycatcher Nephelomyias lintoni 
252  Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum 
253  Rufous-winged Tyrannulet Mecocerculus calopterus 
254  Sulphur-bellied Tyrannulet Mecocerculus minor 
255  Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus 
256  Pacific Elaenia Myiopagis subplacens 
257  Mottle-backed Elaenia Elaenia gigas 
258  Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 
259  Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps 
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260 H Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias nigrocapillus 
261  Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet Phyllomyias plumbeiceps 
262  Choco (Golden-faced) Tyrannulet Zimmerius albigularis 
263  Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops chrysops 
264  Fulvous-headed (Tawny-crowned) Pygmy-Tyrant Euscarthmus fulviceps 
265  Gray-and-white Tyrannulet Pseudelaenia leucospodia 
266  Roraiman Flycatcher Myiophobus roraimae 
267  Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 
268 H Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus 
269  Tropical (Tumbes) Pewee Contopus cinereus punensis 
270  Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 
271  Red-rumped Bush-Tyrant Cnemarchus erythropygius 
272  Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta 
273  Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor 
274  Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus 
275  Short-tailed Field Tyrant Muscigralla brevicauda 
276  Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 
277 H Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox 
278  Sooty-crowned Flycatcher Myiarchus phaeocephalus 
279  Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes 
280  Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 
281  Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 
282  Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 
283 H Lemon-browed Flycatcher Conopias cinchoneti 
284  Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus 

 
 Baird's Flycatcher Myiodynastes bairdii 

285  Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus 
286  Snowy-throated Kingbird Tyrannus niveigularis 
287  Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 

 
 VIREOS AND ALLIES VIREONIDAE 

288  Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis 
289 H Olivaceous Greenlet Hylophilus olivaceus 
290 H Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata 
291  Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 
292  Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi 

 
 CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE 

293  Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa 
294  Green (Inca) Jay Cyanocorax yncas yncas 
295  Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 
296  White-tailed Jay Cyanocorax mystacalis 

 
 DONACOBIUS DONACOBIIDAE 

297  Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla 
 

 SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE 
298  Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
299  Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina 
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300  White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis 
301  White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata 
302  Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
303  Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 

 
 GNATCATCHERS POLIOPTILIDAE 

304  Tawny-faced Gnatwren Microbates cinereiventris 
305  Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus 
306  White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata 

 
 WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE 

307  Gray-mantled Wren Odontorchilus branickii 
308  House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
309  Grass (Sedge) Wren Cistothorus platensis 
310  Fasciated Wren Campylorhynchus fasciatus 
311 H Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 
312  Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis 
313  Speckle-breasted Wren Pheugopedius sclateri 
314  Superciliated Wren Cantorchilus superciliaris 
315  Sharpe's (Sepia-brown) Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens 
316  Bar-winged Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucoptera 
317  Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 

 
 MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS MIMIDAE 

318  Long-tailed Mockingbird Mimus longicaudatus 
319  Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus 

 
 THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE 

320  Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides 
321 H Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater 
322  Speckled (Spotted) Nightingale-Thrush Catharus maculatus 
323  Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 
324  Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris 
325  Plumbeous-backed Thrush Turdus reevei 
326  Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis 
327  Chestnut-bellied Thrush Turdus fulviventris 
328  Great Thrush Turdus fuscater 
329  Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco 
330 H Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus 

 
 OLD WORLD SPARROWS PASSERIDAE 

331  House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
 

 SISKINS AND ALLIES FRINGILLIDAE 
332  Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia Chlorophonia pyrrhophrys 
333  Yellow-collared Chlorophonia Chlorophonia flavirostris 
334  Orange-crowned Euphonia Euphonia saturata 
335  Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 
336  Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 
337  Bronze-green Euphonia Euphonia mesochrysa 
338  Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 
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 SPARROWS AND ALLIES PASSERELLIDAE  

339  Yellow-throated Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus flavigularis 
340  Ashy-throated Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus canigularis 
341  Common Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus flavopectus 
342 H Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons 
343  Gray-browed (Stripe-headed) Brushfinch Arremon assimilis 
344  Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 
345  Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 
346  Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 
347  Tricolored Brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor 
348  Yellow-breasted (Rufous-naped) Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus 
349  Pale-headed Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidiceps 

 
 TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE 

350  Peruvian Meadowlark Leistes bellicosus 
351  Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 
352  Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 
353  Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis pacificus 
354  Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela 
355  (Northern) Mountain Cacique Cacicus chrysonotus leucoramphus 
356  White-edged Oriole Icterus graceannae 
357  Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 
358  Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi 
359  Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 

 
 NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE 

360  Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea 
361  Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 
362  Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca 
363  Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus 
364  Golden-bellied Warbler Myiothlypis chrysogaster 
365  Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 
366  Gray-and-gold Warbler Myiothlypis fraseri 
367  Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata 
368  Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis 
369  Slate-throated Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus 
370  Spectacled Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus melanocephalus 

 
 MITROSPINGID TANAGERS MITROSPINGIDAE 

371  Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii 
 

 GROSBEAKS AND ALLIES CARDINALIDAE 
372  Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
373  Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 
374  White-winged Tanager Piranga leucoptera 
375  Ochre-breasted Tanager Chlorothraupis stolzmanni 
376  Golden (Southern Yellow) Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster 
377  Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides 
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 TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE 

378  Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus 
379  Rufous-crested Tanager Creurgops verticalis 
380  Rufous-chested Tanager Thlypopsis ornata 
381  White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 
382  Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus icteronotus 
383  Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 
384  Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis montana 
385  Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii 
386  Lacrimose Mountain Tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus 
387  Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus 
388  Yellow-throated Tanager Iridosornis analis 
389  Golden-crowned Tanager Iridosornis rufivertex 
390  Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota 
391  Blue-and-yellow Tanager Rauenia bonariensis 
392  Orange-eared Tanager Chlorochrysa calliparaea 
393  Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 
394  Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 
395  Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix 
396  Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 
397  Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii 
398  Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis 
399  Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana 
400  Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 
401  Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 
402  Golden-eared Tanager Tangara chrysotis 
403  Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala 
404  Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii 
405  Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii 
406  Golden Tanager Tangara arthus 
407  Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 
408  Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata lineata 
409  Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer 
410  Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 
411 L Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus 
412  Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 
413  Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus 
414  Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira 
415  Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum 
416  Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis 
417  Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides 
418  Deep-blue (Golden-eyed) Flowerpiercer Diglossa glauca 
419  Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens 
420  Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea 
421  Tit-like Dacnis Xenodacnis parina 
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422  Plumbeous Sierra Finch Geospizopsis unicolor 
423  Band-tailed Sierra Finch Rhopospina alaudina 
424  Collared Warbling Finch Poospiza hispaniolensis 
425  Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 
426  Sulphur-throated Finch Sicalis taczanowskii 
427  Parrot-billed Seedeater Sporophila peruviana 
428  Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris 
429  Thick-billed (Lesser) Seed-Finch Sporophila funerea 
430  Chestnut-bellied (Lesser) Seed-Finch Sporophila angolensis 
431  Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina 
432  Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis 
433  Slate-colored Seedeater Sporophila schistacea 
434  Red-crested Finch (Red Pileated-Finch) Coryphospingus cucullatus 
435  Crimson-breasted Finch Rhodospingus cruentus 
436  Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 
437  Dull-colored Grassquit Asemospiza obscura 
438  Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 
439  Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis 
440  Blue-gray (Grayish) Saltator Saltator coerulescens 
441  Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus 
442  Masked Saltator Saltator cinctus 
443 H Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus 

    
 

 MAMMALS  
1 H Mantled Howler  Alouatta palliata 
2  Red-tailed Squirrel  Sciurus granatensis 
3  Guayaquil Squirrel  Sciurus stramineus 
4  Central American Agouti  Dasyprocta punctata 
5  Tapeti (Brazilian Rabbit) Sylvilagus brasiliensis 
6  Jaguarundi  Puma yagouaroundi 
7  Neotropical (Southern River) Otter  Lontra longicaudis 
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A few extra memories from this tour: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The trail for the Masked Saltator overlooking the Limon Valley, on the day we saw the bird. 
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Getting our car “repaired” close to Gualaquiza. 
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My victory photo after getting the Masked Saltator on the Mirador Cerro Bosco, which had this peculiarly placed bike. 
 


