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                              A Tropical Birding Set Departure tour 
 

 
Costa Rica: Birding with a CameraÓ (BwC)  

 
3rd – 15th March 2023 

 

 
We squeezed in a new site near Talari Mountain Lodge, once news came in of regular visits  

from this spectacular male White-crested Coquette (Sam Woods). 

 
Guided by Sam Woods 

 
Birds in the photos within this report are denoted in RED, all photos by Sam Woods unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Thanks to participants Dean Budd, Iris Kilpatrick, and Catriona and Franz Komlosi for sharing their photos in this report. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
This Birding with a CameraÓ (BwC) tour visited some superb birding venues, which were also great for 
photographing a wide range of birds. At each step of the way, we stayed in wonderful accommodations, with 
quality birds right on our doorstep. Species like Spot-breasted Oriole, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, Crowned 
Woodnymph (photo below), Lesson’s Motmot, Lovely Cotinga, Resplendent Quetzal, Fiery-billed Aracari, Great 
Curassow, and Baird’s Trogon were all seen on the grounds of our lodges and hotels, and many of these were 
photographed too… 
 

 
This gorgeous male Crowned Woodnymph was photographed from the balcony of Rancho Naturalista.  

This is often ranked as one of the best birding lodges in Central America (Sam Woods). 
 
The tour started out at a hotel in ALAJUELA, close to the SAN JOSE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, in Costa Rica’s 
CENTRAL VALLEY. The small grounds there provided us with Spot-breasted Oriole, Hoffman’s Woodpecker, and 
our first owl, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl. Amazingly, this was not to be the only owl of our first morning, when we 
had FOUR species of owl by lunchtime! This was aided in no small part by visiting a small private reserve under 
the auspices of local guide-come-artist Cope, who showed us a pair of both Crested Owls and Spectacled Owls, 
and a nesting Central American Pygmy-Owl. Those were not the only nightbirds with Cope though, as we also 
saw a sleeping Great Potoo, too. However, it was not only the birds that impressed there, as we were able to 
take photos of a huddle of tiny White Tent Bats, and a stunning Strawberry Poison Dart Frog (photo next page). 
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This Strawberry Poison Dart Frog was as popular as some of the birds on our first morning at Donde Cope (Sam Woods) 

 
Moving on from there we worked our way up into the foothills of the Caribbean slope and RANCHO 
NATURALISTA, a birding lodge of some renown. On the grounds we sighted species like a gorgeous, bright 
turquoise Lovely Cotinga. Multiple Keel-billed Toucans, and White-collared Manakin, and a series of mammals, 
including Tayra among them. On side trips from there we watched a singing Sunbittern along a rushing 
mountain river, and witnessed great hummingbirds, like Snowcap and many tanagers, including Emerald, Black-
and-yellow and Bay-headed Tanagers at the wonderful EL COPAL RESERVE. We then proceeded to the 
HIGHLANDS of the TALAMANCA MOUNTAINS, where unquestionably our central focus was seeing a male 
Resplendent Quetzal and seeing one well. To this end, we excelled! We got views of three different breeding 
pairs, including within the grounds of our hotel. The photos achieved of this flagship species meant that it ran 
away with the title of Top Bird-of-the-Tour. There were plenty of other highlights in the highlands, where a ream 
of regional endemics unfolded, including stunners like Golden-browed Chlorophonia, White-throated 
Mountain-Gem and the flamboyant Fiery-throated Hummingbird (photo page 5), which posed for endless photos 
along with Talamanca Hummingbirds at the fantastic PARAISO QUETZAL LODGE. Getting photos of an unusually 
confiding Wrenthrush at CERRO DE LA MUERTE was also very pleasing too, and definitely unexpected.  
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After this stint in the Oak-dominated, cloud-forest-cloaked, highlands we dropped down in altitude this time 
heading down to the FOOTHILLS of the PACIFIC SLOPE, where another bright blue cotinga greeted us, the very 
well named Turquoise Cotinga, before we had even checked into our lodging. The next morning we visited a 
newly discovered site in the gob-smackingly scenic CHIRRIPO VALLEY, where hummingbirds were our clear focus. 
We added four local species there, Snowy-bellied Hummingbird, White-tailed and Garden Emeralds, and, best 
of all, the much hoped for White-crested Coquette a male of which was seen and was very highly ranked among 
the group after getting stellar photos of this scarce and spectacular species. The other sites we visited in the 
same foothills included the former home of famed ornithologist Alexander Skutch, LOS CUSINGOS. This brought 
us three new trogons (including Black-throated and Slaty-tailed Trogons), and two new manakins (Red-capped 
and Velvety Manakins), among many others. At our TALARI MOUNTAIN LODGE we had the first of no less than 
five sightings of Fiery-billed Aracaris (photo below).  
 

 
 

We had rare form with the often-tricky Fiery-billed Aracari, with at least five sightings on the tour! (Iris Kilpatrick). 
 

Lastly, we traveled into the LOWLANDS of the SOUTH PACIFIC region, and the extremely well run ESQUINAS 
RAINFOREST LODGE. On the way there we marveled at Scarlet Macaws and Blue-headed Parrots, while the 
garden of the lodge boasted some very tame Great Curassows and a very confiding Baird’s Trogon. A morning 
side trip out to RINCON, close to the GOLFO  DULCE, was made to pick up another striking cotinga, this time the 
mangrove-dwelling Yellow-billed Cotinga, where several ivory-colored males were seen. That night we had some 
extreme close ups of another owl, this time Tropical Screech-Owl in some nearby farmland. On our last morning, 
we got photos of ESQUINAS’S most prized resident, the Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager, an endemic of not only 
Costa Rica, but also the OSA PENINSULA.  
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On the long journey back northwest towards Costa Rica’s capital, we stopped off in dry deciduous woodland and 
farmland near OROTINA for a final salvo of new birds photographed, which included a dozen dreamy Turquoise-
browed Motmots, our sixth trogon, Black-headed Trogon, a sixth species of owl, Pacific Screech-Owl, and a very 
cooperative Lesser Ground-Cuckoo to end the tour in some style!  
 

 
 

Fiery-throated Hummingbirds were photographed from every possible angle at Paraiso Quetzal Lodge (Sam Woods). 
 

TOP TEN Birds-of-the-tour:  
1-Resplendent Quetzal     (Savegre/Cerro de la Muerte area) 
2-White-crested Coquette     (Chirripo Oasis) 
3-Fiery-throated Hummingbird (photo above)  (Paraiso Quetzal & La Georgina, Cerro del la Muerte) 
4-Turquoise-browed Motmot   (La Ceiba, Orotina) 
5-Snowcap       (El Copal) 
6-Fiery-billed Aracari    (Talari Mountain Lodge, Los Cusingos & Rincon) 
7-Scarlet Macaw      (En-route to Esquinas & Rincon) 
8-Crested Bobwhite     (Orotina area) 
9-Baird’s Trogon     (Los Cusingos & Esquinas Rainforest Lodge) 
10-Sunbittern      (Rio Tuis, near Rancho Naturalista) 
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A varied set of birds were mentioned as trip highlights that didn’t make the top ten:  
 
Great Curassow, Violet Sabrewing, White-necked Jacobin, White-throated Mountain-Gem, Pacific Screech-
Owl, Ringed Kingfisher, Keel-billed Toucan, Lesson’s Motmot,  Gartered, Black-headed and Slaty-tailed 
Trogons, Long-tailed Silky-Flycatcher, Turquoise Cotinga, Ochraceous Wren, Red-legged Honeycreeper, 
Emerald, Golden-hooded, Speckled and Blue-gray Tanagers (photo below), Flame-throated Warbler, and 
Golden-browed Chlorophonia. 
 
 

 
 

Blue-gray Tanager is one of the most abundant birds in Costa Rica and was highly rated by this group.  
This one was photographed at Miriam’s Restaurant in the cloud forest cloaked Savegre Valley  (Sam Woods). 
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TOUR SUMMARY: 
 

 
White Tent Bats were a fantastic highlight of a walk inside lowland tropical rainforest at Donde Cope on our first morning, which 

featured an incredible FOUR species of owls! (Sam Woods) 
 

Day 1 (of birding): 4th March 2023 – Donde Cope to Rancho Naturalista. 
Our day opened with a thirty minute stretch of birding on the grounds of our hotel in Alajuela, near San Jose’s 
international airport, in the Central Valley. This brought us our only Spot-breasted Oriole of the tour, in addition 
to Cinnamon Hummingbird for some, and Rufous-naped Wren for all, along with Hoffman’s Woodpecker on 
the grounds and flocks of Crimson-fronted Parakeets on the wing above the grounds. However, the most 
celebrated bird there was a scowling Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, which was to be the first of FOUR SPECIES OF 
OWL encountered on our first morning! A Squirrel Cuckoo was found by the hotel reception too. Our first stop 
of the tour away from the hotel was also highly memorable. Even after everything that followed, it sat high in 
people’s thoughts as a major trip highlight. We visited Donde Cope, under the helpful hand of Cope himself, a 
wonderful local guide, superb photographer and an accomplished artist to boot! Is there anything this man 
cannot do!  
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On arrival, we studied a small pond, where hummingbird feeders attracted White-necked Jacobin, Bronze-
tailed Plumeleteer, Green-breasted Mango, and Long-billed Hermit. Other feeders attracted our first gaudy 
Scarlet-rumped Tanagers, soon-to-become familiar Blue-gray Tanagers, and the country’s subdued national 
bird, the Clay-colored Thrush. Three other handsome tanagers were also found: Golden-hooded Tanager and 
Red-legged and Green Honeycreepers. Meanwhile, a pair of Russet-naped Wood-Rails patrolled the pond, and 
even visited a feeder briefly too. It was then time to return our attention to owls, as Cope had a series of them 
lined up for us. In order to reach some of them, we needed to don rubber boots and walk inside the humid 
forest. Although owls were on the agenda, our first find was mammalian not avian, as Cope gestured for us to 
bend down and peer up into a large green leaf frond, where huddled underneath was a baker’s half dozen of 
adorable White Tent Bats (photo page 7). After a sweaty walk, we had sighted a single pair of both Crested Owl 
and Spectacled Owl (photo below), roosting withing one hundred meters of each other! Before the nightbirds 
Cope also located a superb Strawberry Poison Frog (photo page 3), by following its cicada-like call. The nightbird 
theme continued, when Cope led us to a roadside hollow, out of which a Central American Pygmy-Owl came, 
and sat around us calling, to yield us four species of owl in under four hours! We were still not done with 
nightbirds, however, as we drove to a tall tree where something was hiding, in the open, in its upper branches, 
a roosting Great Potoo, which finished off our time there, as lunch was now a little later than planned, but easily 
tolerated following an impressive series of sightings! 

 
Spectacled Owl was one of FOUR SPECIES OF OWL that featured in daylight during our first morning (Sam Woods) 
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Over lunch in the rain nearby, we noted Mangrove Swallows quartering the fields beside the restaurant, before 
we left for Rancho Naturalista. During the drive east, several stops were made to add Montezuma Oropendola 
and White-crowned Parrot to the list. Following our long drive, we arrived with barely enough time to check 
the flowering violet Verbena flowers at Rancho Bajo, where a female Snowcap and a male Green Thorntail were 
the most notable birds, before darkness fell, and rain fell too, putting paid to our efforts to go out in search of 
Mottled Owl then! 
 
Day 2 (of birding): 5th March 2023 – Rancho Naturalista, Rio Tuis and Laguna Angostura. 
Rancho is one of the most celebrated birding lodges in Costa Rica, owned by a birder and set up with birder’s 
needs in mind. We were eagerly out of our rooms at dawn, which at this time was 5:30am, to see what was in 
the garden and feeders around first light. We were expertly assisted by local guide Harry, who has some of the 
best eyes and ears in the business and knows the local area as well as anyone. Early on, Red-throated Ant-
Tanagers visited the feeders in the garden, as did Yellow-faced Grassquits, Red-billed Pigeons (photo below), 
Montezuma Oropendolas, and a boisterous mob of Gray-headed Chachalacas (photo page 10) came in later 
too. Mammals also came in too, with a rotund, well-fed White-nosed Coati, Central American Agouti, and a 
predatory Tayra all visiting during the first hour of daylight.  
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Photo Page Before: Red-billed Pigeon at Rancho’s feeders (Sam Woods)  
Photo Below: Gray-headed Chachalaca was another feeder bird at Rancho Naturalista (Sam Woods)  

 

 
 
Rancho is located in the foothills of the Caribbean slope of the mountains, a region that has a temperamental 
climate. The Caribbean does not have a distinct dry season, being wet year round. Therefore, although we were 
visiting in Costa Rica’s dry season, you would not have known it from our Rancho experience, as steady rain fell 
on and off all day! Our plan for the morning was to spend time around Rancho Naturalista’s grounds, and check 
“the meadow”, which a male Lovely Cotinga had been frequenting of late. However, being a “sun worshipper”, 
we were not surprised that we did not see it perched out in the rain! With rain in play we had to work for every 
species during this day, but we still racked up plenty of birds, as the birds went about their business largely as 
usual. Working the open areas led to sightings of two different toucan species, Collared Aracari and Keel-billed 
Toucan. The low trees in the same area also held our first Golden-olive and Black-cheeked Woodpeckers, along 
with a series of euphonias, including Olive-backed, Yellow-throated, White-vented and Yellow-crowned 
Euphonias. Warblers also featured heavily, as many winter in the foothills; we saw Golden-winged, 
Blackburnian, Mourning and Chestnut-sided Warblers. Scarlet-thighed Dacnises popped up here and there 
too.  
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Black-crowned and Masked Tityras ventured into the rain-lashed treetops, even if the Lovely Cotinga refused 
to do so! Some raucous call were unmistakable and helped us in locating a small party of Black-headed Saltators. 
 
We took a family-style lunch at Rancho, and then drove out to the Tuis River Valley in the afternoon, where a 
singing Sunbittern (photo below) was just what we had hoped for and was well photographed. After picking up 
the hoped-for Sunbittern and a Torrent Tyrannulet, we made a short drive to Lake Angostura, where we spent 
the final, rainy, hours of the day, adding a series of waterbirds, including Collared Plover, Solitary Sandpiper, 
wild Muscovy Ducks, Ringed and Green Kingfishers, Limpkins, Northern Jacanas, Snail Kites and a fish-carrying 
Osprey. 

 
This singing Sunbittern along the Rio Tuis was very popular with the group. It made into the Top Ten Birds of the Tour (Sam Woods). 
 
Day 3 (of birding): 6th March 2023 – El Copal Reserve & Rancho Naturalista. 
We awoke early on this day, leaving the lodge before daybreak, in order to get to El Copal, one hours drive away 
at an early hour, when activity would be best. Rain had been a bother the day before, and it continued to lash 
down in the night, and was evident on the drive in too. Indeed, rain stuck around for much of the day once 
again. However, this did not deter us, and we actually racked up a decent list of more than 80 species at this 
rainforest site without moving very far at all. For most of the time we were marooned, under shelter, at the 
main building. This sounds bad, although with a series of trees bearing fruit right around the building we were 
witness to a regular procession of flocks that held a wonderful variety of colorful tanagers.  
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That was to be our focus for much of the day, although first thing, once the rain had eased, we walked the banks 
of violet verbena flowers in pursuit of one of Costa Rica’s most highly-prized hummingbirds, the Snowcap (photo 
below). We had seen a female at Rancho but were not yet fully satiated by that. We strongly desired a male to 
feel we actually got this species. El Copal proved a rich hunting ground for this tiny hummingbird species with 
half a dozen or more present including a handful of gorgeous, bronzed males… 
 

 
Although we stayed at the unofficial “Home of the Snowcap”, Rancho Naturalistsa, we got our best shots at El Copal during a day 

trip. Three hummingbirds made the Top Ten Birds-of-the-Tour list, which included this tiny, spectacular species (Sam Woods). 
 

After gorging on photo opportunities with Snowcaps, we started getting other birds, which early on included 
two species of trogon, with first a yellow-bellied male Gartered Trogon, followed by a scarlet-bellied male 
Collared Trogon both with the same stand of small trees at the entrance to the forest trails. While we watching 
snowcaps we were distracted by our first tanagers of the morning, which included some low-feeding Emerald 
Tanagers (photos next page), a specialty of these foothill elevations. As if that was not enough, the same flock 
held the scarce Ashy-throated Chlorospingus, several Black-and-yellow and Tawny-crested Tanagers too, as 
well as a few Carmiol’s Tanagers also. Keel-billed Toucan defied the rain and sat out in the open early on, for 
an upgrade to our earlier views in Rancho. A single Purple-crowned Fairy feeding in the subcanopy was quickly 
latched on to by the group too. 
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Photos Previous Page: We were afforded great looks at foraging Emerald Tanagers at the wonderful El Copal Reserve (Sam Woods) 
 
Rain had us retreating for cover on and off all morning, but the abundance of fruits right around the building 
meant that we were still able to view some great flocks and birds with these by moving no distance at all, and 
completely sheltered from the persistent precipitation the entire time! We were rooted to the large veranda on 
the main building, while flock after flock passed by, giving us an excellent variety of songbirds from our 
stationary post. Meanwhile, a Broad-winged Hawk stood sentry alongside.  Tawny-capped Euphonias (photo 
below) headed up a good list of birds, which also included another euphonia, as we were treated to regular 
close ups of White-vented Euphonias too.  
 

 
Tawny-capped Euphonias regularly passed by the veranda of the main building at El Copal (Sam Woods) 

 
Sorting through the significantly more numerous Short-billed Pigeons, Harry picked out a Ruddy Pigeon from 
within their midst. While the rain did abate all day, there were spells without rain, and during one of these bouts 
some raptors even managed to be out on the wing, with King Vulture, Gray Hawk and Ornate Hawk-Eagle were 
all seen from our convenient high vantage point. As the waves of birds pulsed passed us, we would survey the 
flock for birds we had missed, eventually also locating Bay-headed and Speckled Tanagers from within the flock, 
and a single group of Black-faced Grosbeak moved through too, as did a couple of striking Crimson-collared 
Tanagers, which very nearly went by without being noticed.  
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Other notable birds seen before our mind-afternoon exit, were a few White-ruffed Manakins and a single 
White-collared Manakin, Stripe-breasted Wren and Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher during an ill-fated trail walk that 
quickly needed to be abandoned when the rain returned, a small party of Scarlet-rumped Caciques, and a pair 
of Tropical Parulas (photo below), which came and sang beside the deck. Finally, we left a rainy Copal behind 
and paused at a couple of spots on the way back from there towards Rancho. First, we stopped beside some 
open fields at a local hacienda, where Eastern Meadowlark, Tropical Mockingbird, Red-breasted Meadowlark, 
and Bronzed and Shiny Cowbirds were all new, although a Southern Lapwing was not new but provided better 
looks than before. Another short stop along the Tuis River led to views of the hoped-for Fasciated Tiger-Heron, 
as well as an unexpected Green Ibis foraging in the river too, while a Sunbittern could be heard singing from a 
riverbank somewhere nearby. As most had missed the earlier White-collared Manakin at El Copal, a few decided 
to search for this species back at Rancho during the last spell of daylight, and were rewarded by two male 
manakins, and also saw a Buff-throated Foliage-Gleaner to close out a very productive, if rainy, day aided in no 
small part by the services of excellent local guide, Harry. 
 

 
A pair of handsome Tropical Parulas came past the main building at El Copal, while we sheltered from the regular  

downfalls there (Sam Woods) 
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Day 4 (of birding): 7th March 2023 – Rancho Naturalista to Savegre via Ujarras and Miriam’s Restaurant. 
With news filtering through that a male Lovely Cotinga had been seen in the Rancho meadow, whilst we were 
at El Copal the day before, our morning plan was set. After breakfast, we set off for the meadow, but not before 
we had picked up our first Lesson’s Motmots right in the garden of Rancho. On reaching the meadow we studied 
the broccoli shaped tree for signs of anything bright blue. Just minutes later, Sam clapped his eyes on the mal 
cotinga, and hurried people to the ‘scope so that we all got to see it, before it dropped down out of sight. Also 
in the meadow area we found Spotted Woodcreeper and also a miniscule Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher and a 
brief Rufous-tailed Jacamar. During our abbreviated morning at Rancho (before we needed to push on south), 
we also managed to find Golden-crowned Warbler and another Gartered Trogon. By 10am we were on the 
road again for the long journey up into the highlands. On the way to the cloud forests though we made a 
designated stop in the dry coffee plantations around Ujarras, in search of one of the few Costa Rican country 
endemics, Cabanis’s Ground-Sparrow. We spent quite a bit of time trying to locate one in the heat of the early 
afternoon, and eventually we found a single sparrow, which sadly only stayed around long enough for a few to 
see it. A Cabanis’s Wren was also seen in the area, and we enjoyed our best views and photos of Crimson-
fronted Parakeets.  
 

 
Flame-colored Tanager was seen within the Oak-dominated Neotropical cloud forest behind Miriam’s Restaurant  

in the Savegre Valley (Sam Woods) 
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We continued on into highlands, soon finding ourselves within the distinctive oak-dominated cloud forests of 
the Savegre Valley. There, we stopped in at the famous Miriam’s Restaurant, a hangout for birders and 
photographers, with a set of lively feeders out back. Once on the deck, we gaped at Flame-colored Tanagers 
(photo page 16), Acorn Woodpeckers (photo below) and Sooty-capped Chlorpospingus. Slaty Flowerpiercer 
worked the flowers by the balcony, while highland hummingbirds like Lesser Violetears, Fiery-throated 
Hummingbirds, Talamanca Hummingbirds and White-throated Mountain-Gems visited the lone feeder. 
 

 
Conspicuous Acorn Woodpeckers at Miriam’s Restaurant betrayed the considerable presence of Oaks within the cloud forest  

in the Savegre Valley (Sam Woods) 
 
Sam noticed the cantankerous call of some Spotted Wood-Quails way down below, and so tried a little playback. 
After a time, a Spotted Wood-Quail appeared suddenly just below us on the balcony, where good views were 
had by all. Then, as if that was not enough, some bright green birds in a tall, balcony-side oak proved to be a 
pair of gorgeous Golden-browed Chlorophonias. A Spot-crowned Woodcreeper also made an appearance in 
the same towering, lichen-covered Oak. Beady-eyed Sooty Thrushes and club-footed, Large-footed Finches also 
graced the small strip of grass just below the café too. Late in the afternoon, we checked into Trogon Lodge, 
with its sprawling grounds and rover running right through them. After check-in, a Dusky Nightjar could be heard 
calling from higher up the valley. 
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Photos Pages Before: Page 18 - This male Resplendent Quetzal was one of three pairs seen within the Neotropical Cloud Forests  
of the Savegre area (Sam Woods); and Page 19 – Resplendent Quetzal in flight (Franz Komlosi) 

 
Day 5 (of birding): 8th March 2023 – Savegre and Cerro del la Muerte areas (including Paraiso Quetzal Lodge). 

 
Paraiso Quetzal Lodge provided some wonderful photo opportunities like this female Golden-browed Chlorophonia  

along with a multitude of hummingbird photos (Sam Woods) 
 

This ended up being one of the tour epic days, although it did not start out brightly! We began with walk around 
the impressive grounds of Trogon Lodge, which come complete with their own private stretch of the Savegre 
River. As breakfast did not start until 7am (quite normal in this area), we did some pre-breakfast birding, which 
was fairly quiet, but did yield our first Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush and the oddball Yellow-thighed 
Brushfinch. After breakfast we drove up into some higher parts of the highlands, to a region known as Cerro de 
la Muerte (“Hill of Death”), and specifically picked up a local guide from Paraiso Quetzal Lodge, who took us a 
local farm where Resplendent Quetzals occur. We arranged this private “Quetzal Tour” to give us the best 
chance at photographing this must-see bird.  
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However, in a few hours on site, we 
were to be frustrated, as a male 
arrived, and plundered a wild 
avocado tree but did not show itself 
properly at all, being buried deep 
inside the tree and was largely out of 
sight the whole time. For this 
reason, we arranged to return in the 
afternoon, whi8ch at this time, 
when the birds were just starting 
nest building, was said to be a better 
time. During our time there we did 
see a close Black-billed Nightingale-
Thrush and the scarce Yellow-
bellied Siskin. With our plans 
switched around, we spent the late 
morning and early afternoon at the 
idyllic Paraiso Quetzal Lodge, where 
the photographic opportunities 
were out of this world: a male Peg-
billed Finch (photo page 22), a very 
erratic visitor, was photographed in 
the garden, as were several gaudy 
Golden-browed Chlorophonias 
(photo page 19), some subdued 
Large-footed Finches, and striking 
males of both Black-and-yellow and 
Long-tailed Silky-Flycatchers. 
However, it was the highland 
hummingbirds that stole the show, 
which were gripping, and in great 
situations for taking a wide variety of 
photos at the two different feeding 
stations at the lodge. We were 
thrilled by dazzling Talamanca 
(photo page 21) and Fiery-throated 
Hummingbirds (photo left), which 
gave us every possible angle of their 

exquisite plumages. We took lunch at the lodge also, then, after eating, we headed back to the same “Quetzal 
farm”, where the local landowner has carefully tended to the needs of the local Resplendent Quetzals (photo 
page 18), planting their food plants (i.e. wild avocado trees), and providing both natural and artificial cavities 
for nesting. Instead of returning to the same location as earlier though, we visited another local nest site, where 
in recent afternoons, the pair had been attending their nest hole in the afternoon. The birds were waiting for 
us on arrival, although were very obscured, and so we waited impatiently for the views we craved.  
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At this site, special natural perches have been erected beside the nest hole, and these have been put up with 
best access in mind but also for the amazing photo opps. that come with the use of it. After about thirty minutes 
the male swooped into the nest and then landed on the perfect perch for photos, which sent us all into a frenzy. 
It was pretty clear, following amazing views of both the male and female around the nest, that this would take 
some beating for top spot in the Bird-of-the-Tour vote! At the same site, we also noticed our first Black-capped 
Flycatchers, Collared Redstarts, and Ochraceous Wren (the latter particularly popular with wren-aficionado 
Diane). 
 

 
Thousands of photographs were taken of Fiery-throated and Talamanca Hummingbirds at the wonderful  

Paraiso Quetzal Lodge (Sam Woods) 
 

Late in the afternoon, we decided to visit a new feeding station near the bottom end of the Savegre Valley 
(following a tip-off from another Tropical Birding guide leading a private tour in the area, Andres Vasquez), which 
was nothing short of amazing! However, before we reached there, the bus was brough to a halt for some dark 
shapes feeding by the roadside, which turned out to be a small party of Black Guans. Feathers Garden has been 
set up by one of the local bird guides, and provides feeders for both songbirds and hummingbirds, all of which 
are positioned with good lighting conditions on them.  
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We were there in the hope of connecting with a nesting toucan, as we had heard that there were a pair of 
Northern Emerald-Toucanets on site. We spent quite a bit of time there not seeing a toucan at all, but, finally, 
near the end of the afternoon, a single toucanet was located to our relief. Meanwhile, the feeders were loaded 
with birds like Volcano Hummingbird, a single Scintillant Hummingbird, Talamanca Hummingbirds, Lesser 
Violetears, White-throated Mountain-Gems, and Green-crowned Brilliants. We arrived back at our nearby 
mountain lodge in the late afternoon. 
 

 
This rare and nomadic Peg-billed Finch was photographed in the garden of Paraiso Quetzal Lodge, which provided  

many, many photo opportunities (Sam Woods). 
 
Day 6 (of birding): 9th March 2023 – Casa Tangara Dowii, and Batsu and Feathers Gardens, Savegre Valley. 
This was one of the earliest starts of the tour, as we travelled upslope to an interesting new private reserve, 
Casa Tangara Dowii for the chance to photograph and see some special birds that were only realistically possible 
there. We arrived just after 6am, and the first of our targets was right there at the feeder on arrival, with a brace 
of Buff-fronted Quail-Doves. This was followed soon after with our primary avian objective there, a trio of Buffy-
crowned Wood-Partridges (photo next page). Then, a little later, we saw the lodges namesake bird, the striking 
Spangle-cheeked Tanager (photo page 24), which was every bit as spectacular as the name suggests. Other 
notable birds there included a couple of male Purple-throated Mountain-Gems and a Slate-throated Redstart 
in the garden. A short survey of the start of the Providencia Road produced our only Ruddy Treerunner and 
Black-cheeked Warbler of the tour, before we drove back down the Savegre Valley for lunch.  
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Casa Tangara Dowii was visited for the chance to photograph this great scarcity, Buffy-crowned Wood-Partridge (Sam Woods) 
 
We dropped into our lodge briefly, only to find a nesting pair of Resplendent Quetzals sitting near their parking 
lot side nesting cavity. After that, we went to the excellent Alma de Arbol restaurant for lunch, a little lower 
down the valley from our mountain lodge. The meal was fantastic, food-wise, but also birdwise too. A large wild 
avocado tree was brimming with ripe fruits, which attracted a pair of Resplendent Quetzals and a Black Guan 
during a heavy downpour during lunchtime. A Black-throated Green Warbler was also seen from the restaurant 
too. We were drive up to Batsu Gardens by owner Felipe, for a session in the early afternoon, where birds were 
seen up close and personal, like Large-footed Finch, Chestnut-capped Brushfinch, Ruddy-capped Nightingale-
Thrush, White-throated Mountain-Gem, Flame-colored Tanager, Sooty-capped Chlorospingus, and Acorn 
Woodpecker. Collared Redstart and Rufous-browed Peppershrike were also seen there, before we left mid-
afternoon, and then returned to the nearby Feathers Garden, where much better looks at Northern Emerald-
Toucanet were achieved but the hoped-for Black-thighed Grosbeak that had been frequenting the feeders, was 
a no show. Other visitors included Tropical Mockingbird, Red-legged Honeycreeper (scarce at this high altitude) 
and Blue-gray and Silver-throated Tanagers. With the arrival of late afternoon, we accepted defeat on the 
grosbeak, although vowed to return for a final, third time, to the garden early the next morning. 
 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Costa Rica: Birding with a Camera - March 2023 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

25 

 
Casa Tangara Dowii was named after this species, Spangle-cheeked Tanager, which visited the feeders there, along with Buffy-

crowned Wood-Partridge, Buff-fronted Quail-Dove, Chestnut-capped and White-naped Brushfinches (Sam Woods) 
 

Day 7 (of birding): 10th March 2023 – Savegre Valley to Talari Mountain Lodge via Cerro de la Muerte  
& Perez Zeledon. 
Before breakfast we had a 90-minute spell birding lower down in the Savegre Valley than our mountain lodge, 
a short drive away. We started out at Feathers Garden yet again, and this time came away with the hoped for 
Black-thighed Grosbeak, which was right at the feeders, and Diane was quick to put us on to it. After the short 
spell needed there, where we got our best views of photos of the nesting pair of Northern Emerald-Toucanets, 
(photo next page) we took a walk along a trail to a waterfall, alongside the Rio Savegre. At the trailhead, a sign 
of good luck was provided by a Dark Pewee sat there, as if waiting for us. Further along the trail we bumped 
into an English birding tour group who showed us a singing Black-faced Solitaire, got some good looks at the 
often-tricky-to-view-well Gray-breasted Wood-Wren, and ran into another pair of Spangle-cheeked Tanagers. 
On the return walk, right at the trailhead, we found our first Yellow-winged Vireos and a much-wanted Flame-
throated Warbler. We returned to Trogon Lodge to take a later than usual breakfast, gather our things, and 
check out of there. We headed higher up the Savegre Valley, pausing at several locations on the way up, when 
we added Tufted Flycatchers to the trip list. Next up was a brief stop along the road to Providencia, where we 
were shocked to have unusually superb looks at the elusive Wrenthrush (photo page 26), which resulted in 
almost everyone getting decent photos of this charismatic species. Following that productive outcome, we went 
to the highest point of the tour to Cerro Buenavista at a lofty 3400m/11,155ft.  
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One of a pair of nesting Northern Emerald-Toucanets seen and photographed at Feathers Garden  

in the lower Savegre Valley (Dean Budd). 
 
As we reached the scrubby paramo habitat that characterises the upper slopes of this section of Cerro de la 
Muerte, we spotted a couple of small songbirds moving in the Chusquea bamboo and surrounding shrubs. We 
quickly jumped out and were swiftly rewarded with great looks at a pair of vocal Timberline Wrens. Further up 
still, we reached the elevation where our main quarry, Volcano Junco, can often be easily found among the 
flowering pink ericacae shrubs.  However, we were greeted by appalling conditions, with rain and fog cloaking 
the paramo, making our pursuit a little more difficult than usual. We spanned out, and eventually, Sam spotted 
a Volcano Junco sitting in the mist. We all regathered and scored views of this bird, before we swiftly left this 
high elevation site and its correspondingly horrible weather behind. Lunch came next at La Georgina, a highland 
restaurant that has been there since just a few years after the Second World War. While we wolfed down our 
buffet food, we could admire the various highland  hummingbirds perched on pretty pink fuchsias just outside 
of the restaurant, where feeders kept them regularly in view. Fiery-throated Hummingbirds were the most 
abundant followed by Talamanca Hummingbird and Lesser Violetear. 
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Photos Previous Page from Cerro de la Muerte area: Wrenthrush (TOP) Franz Komlosi & Collared Redstart (Iris Kilpatrick).  

 
After lunch at a lofty elevation in the cold and damp of Cerro de la Muerte, we quickly dropped in elevation, 
making another restaurant stop for birds as we descended from there, at Mirador Valle del General, which 
added Gray-cowled Wood-Rail, Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush and Black-striped Sparrow. However, this 
stop will be best remembered for us finally getting decent looks at some Violet Sabrewings (photo below), which 
competed with numerous Green-crowned Brilliants for a place at the feeders. 
 

 
Violet Sabrewings were conspicuous at the feeders at Mirador Valle del General (Sam Woods) 

 
We continued to drop down in altitude as we approached the city of San Isidro, located in the foothills of the 
mountains, and on the Pacific slope of these. Our destination was the canton of Perez Zeledon, where we made 
a short stop late in the afternoon to have our first look for Turquoise Cotinga at the very best site for it. We 
were not sure if our arrival time of nearly 5pm  was a little late. However, all of these thoughts were put to bed 
once our driver Luis, also a keen birder, spotted an unmistakable bright blue male cotinga. It soon dropped 
down before most had got to see it, but happily it returned to the same perch just a short tine later. This spot 
also brought us our first Red-crowned Woodpeckers. Late in the day, we checked into Talari Mountain Lodge 
for a two-night stay in the Pacific foothills. 
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Day 8 (of birding): 11th March 2023 – Chirripo Oasis, Los Cusingos & Talari Mountain Lodge. 

 
This male Garden Emerald, plus a female of the same species, a male White-crested Coquette and a female White-tailed Emerald all 

visited the same productive stand of Verbena flowers at Chirripo Oasis (Sam Woods) 
 

We spent the entire day in the foothills of the Pacific slope of the Talamanca Cordillera. We arose early took 
breakfast and 6am and were quickly on the road after that. Our destination was a new site for a much-prized 
hummingbird. It was only a 40 minute journey to get there, via bus then 4WD, which brought us to a wonderful 
restaurant perched in the mountains looking down on the scenic Chirripo River Valley below. However, opuir 
focus was on the wall of purple verbena flowers by the lookout, where we scoured every single hummingbird 
that came in. First among them were a male and female Garden Emerald (photo above), a local species for which 
this was also our main site. Second to show itself was a Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, an often unwanted species 
as they regularly bully other hummingbirds and keep them away from the flowers! Then after around 15 minutes 
a stunning male White-crested Coquette (photo page 29) appeared, as we had hoped. We got wonderful views, 
although the problem was that it took three shifts in the 4WD to get the entire group up there, and at this time 
only one group was present! A nervous, tense wait followed, as the coquette stayed away, but a nearby 
blooming Poro tree attracted a dizzy assortment of hummingbirds to its bright orange flowers, including several 
White-tailed Emeralds, a couple of Snowy-bellied Hummingbirds, a single Brown Violetear and several Violet 
Sabrewings. The day began to heat up in earnest and it began to feel like the tine for the coquette has come 
and gone, with only one group able to take advantage.  
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However, our worries were soon allayed, as a male then came in checking dozens of verbena flowers for signs 
of recent nectar production, and also settled down for several long spells, allowing us to lap up its extraordinarily 
audacious plumage and take hundreds of photos. Some fruit feeders there lured in a pair of Speckled Tanagers 
(photo page 30) and a Golden-hooded Tanager too. In the surrounding trees and shrubs, a Green Hermit was 
in the garden, and Isthmian Wren and Smoky-brown Woodpecker were found, while Doug spotted an 
Olivaceous Piculet. 
 

 
This male White-crested Coquette was extremely popular, only being beaten by Resplendent Quetzal in the Birds-of-the-Tour  

vote at the tour end (Sam Woods) 
 
After descending from Chirripo, we drove to Los Cusingos, where we spent the remainder of the morning walking 
a forest trail. Arriving at around 10:30am it was clear we were not going to have the best activity, but we plugged 
away and scored some good birds. This started with a Chiriqui Foliage-Gleaner near the trailhead, while deeper 
inside the forest we picked up handsome males of two manakin species.  
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First, there was the well-named a Red-capped Manakin, and then a cerulean-capped male Velvety Manakin. 
Near the exit of the trail in pursuit of lunch we got side-tracked by a calling male Black-throated Trogon (photo 
page 31), which was soon found sitting nearby. Rufous Piha and Tawny-winged Woodcreeper were also decent 
finds further along the same loop trail too.  
 

 
 

A pair of Speckled Tanagers visited the fruit feeders at the scenic Chirripo Oasis (Sam Woods).  
 
In the afternoon, following a long, leisurely lunch at a local Italian restaurant, we took a slow walk around the 
Talari Mountain Lodge property. This turned out very well, once we located a pair of Fiery-billed Aracaris 
moving through the grounds, a scarce species of the Pacific lowlands, which can often be difficult to track down. 
Other afternoon highlights included another three Red-capped Manakins gathered together at a lek site, where 
they revealed their yellow thighs, a couple of Scaled Pigeons, and a pair of Yellow-throated Toucans. Multiple 
Brown Basilisks were see on the rocks beside the General River that runs behind the grounds, and Catriona and 
Franz also spotted a Neotropical River Otter and an Amazon Kingfisher there too. We closed the day looking 
for a Tropical Screech-Owl before dinner, getting some briefer views than we would have liked of it before it 
took off, unfortunately. 
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SEVEN species from the Trogon family were seen on this tour, including this male Black-throated Trogon at Los Cusingos  
(Sam Woods). 

 
Day 9 (of birding): 12th March 2023 – Los Cusingos to Esquinas Rainforest Lodge via San Isidro. 
As we had now seen the White-crested Coquette the day before, on this morning we were free to arrive at Los 
Cusingos earlier than the day before, and a result had a little higher level of activity with our earlier arrival. We 
had breakfast at 6am and spent some time before and after breakfast birding the nearby parts of Talari (where 
Lesson’s Motmot was a highlight), before we departed for Los Cusingos, arriving at around 7:15am. We were 
delayed as we bumped into another, more showy pair of Fiery-billed Aracaris (photo next page) en-route which 
forced us out of the bus to take photos! On arrival at Los Cusingos, we immediately noted the number of birds 
calling, which included a pair of Chestnut-backed Antbird (photo page 33), which were successfully pursued by 
the parking lot! The same area finally also got us good looks at Riverside Wrens, which we’d seen only poorly 
prior to this around the grounds in Talari. 
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Absurdly, the often-awkward Fiery-billed Aracari was seen on at least 5 occasions on this tour, including this bird, aptly on the way to  

Los Cusingos. “Cusingos” is the local name for aracaris in Costa Rica (Sam Woods). 
 
Once on the same loop trail that we’d taken the day before, we again had some quality sightings. While the day 
previous the highlights were two species of new manakins, on this day the highlight was two new species of 
trogon, with first a white-tailed male Baird’s Trogon, which was swiftly followed by an orange-billed male Slaty-
tailed Trogon. Aside from these stellar sightings, we also got another Chiriqui Foliage-Gleaner for those who 
had missed it before, saw another Rufous-breasted Wren, and got our first pair of Golden-naped Woodpeckers 
tending a presumed nest hole. Near the end of the walk, when we were once again close to the bus, we 
encountered a Northern Bentbill and a Plain Xenops in an understorey flock, while around the clearing where 
famed ornithologist Alexander Skutch had his house a pair of White-browed Gnatcatchers were seen earlier in 
the morning. Between Los Cusingos and a break for lunch, we visited a local sewage works where highlights 
were some nesting Least Grebes with chicks, Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, Blue-winged Teals, Green Herons, 
Southern Lapwing, and a Northern Jacana. After lunch we set off east for Esquinas Rainforest Lodge in the 
lowlands of the South Pacific, making some good birding stops on the way… 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Costa Rica: Birding with a Camera - March 2023 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

34 

A roadside post was a perch for a Laughing Falcon, which we had only heard up until that point, a nice spot from 
our keen-eyed driver Luis, who knew well we had not yet seen one, following chats with Sam! A later stop was 
obligatory when some flying Scarlet Macaws were seen alighting in some trees near the town of Palmar, near 
the base of the Osa, a boot-shaped peninsula that juts out into the Pacific Ocean. Moving ever closer to the 
lodge, we birded the open areas and patchy trees along the entrance road picking up our first Red-lored Parrot 
and two species confined to this extreme eastern part of Costa Rica, Blue-headed Parrot and Rusty-margined 
Flycatcher, and, of course, yet another Fiery-billed Aracari! We rolled into the lodge parking lot, surrounded by 
verdant lowland rainforest, in time for showers and clean up before a 7pm dinner at this wonderful location and 
very comfortable lodging facility. 
 

 
A pair of Chestnut-backed Antbirds greeted us by the parking lot on arrival for our second visit to Los Cusingos (Sam Woods) 

 
Day 10 (of birding): 13th March 2023 – Rincon and Esquinas Rainforest Lodge. 
Our penultimate day of birding involved our earliest start of the tour, as we visited the Rincon bridge area, famed 
amongst birders as the best site in Costa Rica for the scarce and local Yellow-billed Cotinga. This involved a 
4:30am departure from our very accommodating lodging in Esquinas Rainforest Lodge. Coffee was available 
before departure, so that was covered and made the early departure more bearable for the caffeine “addicts”! 
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However, it was made considerably less bearable by the heavy rainfall we were greeted with on waking up that 
day. This was supposed to be, after all, the height of the DRY season, with nearly zero levels of rainfall expected 
in this region in the month of March! There were rumblings of “should we still go?”, but Sam was having none 
of that; he knew well that in the tropics the weather can change in a heartbeat, and he was counting on that! It 
may have been a Panglossian view, although only time would tell! In the end, we did arrive at Rincon with rain 
still very much in evidence. Therefore, Sam made some early forays from the vehicle unaccompanied. Once he 
spotted the first Yellow-billed Cotinga, people soon joined him though. After that time, the rain was only in 
light, short spells, and with very little walking involved we got more than 70 species on and around the bridge, 
which is bordered by mangroves (where the cotingas were largely concentrated), and lowland tropical 
rainforest. The first few of the Yellow-billed Cotingas were “merely” females, although three or four ghostly 
white males were accumulated over the next few hours too. We scoured the river for waterbirds, finding Bare-
throated Tiger-Heron. Once the rain was in retreat, more birds began to get active in the surrounding trees, 
with regular groups of Orange-chinned Parakeets being notably conspicuous, along with several small parties 
of Scarlet Macaws passing low overhead. A couple of This tour should have been nicknamed the “Aracari Tour”, 
as, once again, we encountered another Fiery-billed Aracari, and was our fifth sighting in a few days! Scrutinizing 
some swift flocks paid off handsomely when some Costa Rican Swifts came down low over the water, revealing 
their diagnostic pale rump bands when doing so.  

 
Our penultimate day’s birding featured extreme close ups with two cracking species of trogon, this male Slaty-tailed Trogon at 

Rincon, and then a Baird’s Trogon at Esquinas (Sam Woods) 
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Our proximity to the coast was betrayed by the odd flyover from Magnificent Frigatebirds, the classic avian 
pirate of the pelagic realm, as well as a couple of Roseate Spoonbills, and a single Willet, Whimbrel, and 
Tricolored Heron. Rincon launched a good day for kingfishers overall with four different species seen from the 
bridge, (Amazon, Green, Ringed and Belted Kingfishers), and another Herculean Ringed Kingfisher (photo 
below) was observed from the lodge restaurant at lunchtime during a particularly torrential downpour… 
 

 
This trip experienced some unusually heavy spells of rain, even though we visited in the dry season. This was illustrated well by this 

Ringed Kingfisher, mid-downpour, photographed form the Esquinas Rainforest Lodge restaurant. This region, the South Pacific, 
should have been reliably dry at this time of year! (Sam Woods) 

 
A Double-toothed Kite flew in and perched for some time in an open treetop, while our closeness to mangroves 
was illustrated by a sighting of a flying Common Black-Hawk, a species that is most abundant in this habitat in 
Costa Rica.   A couple of Golden-naped Woodpeckers also appeared on an emergent snag. Walking a short 
distance from the bridge resulted in yet more Yellow-billed Cotingas, with several ermine males watched flying 
from tree to tree, and a Black-crowned Tityra and male Spot-crowned Euphonia were located in this area too.  
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We also bumped into a very tame Slaty-tailed Trogon (photo page 34), which sat beside us, showing absolutely 
no concern for our excited presence. A couple more Yellow-throated Toucans were also much appreciated 
there too. A troop of White-throated Capuchin Monkeys were also seen there, much to Catriona’s delight. We 
tried for some mangrove species as the road bordered this habitat, finding a Panama Flycatcher, but none of 
the other specialties we had hoped for, before time ran out and we needed to return to our base for lunch. Just 
after lunch, once we had reconnected with Dean and Doug who stayed back at the lodge, they put us on to a 
stunning Baird’s Trogon (photo below) in the garden, visible from the restaurant! More bizarre still though was 
a small “camp” of Greater White-lined Bats that had chosen to roost behind the bar! A Black-striped Sparrow, 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher and a soggy Variable Seedeater were also present for the biblical tropical downpour 
at the time. 

 
This gorgeous Baird’s Trogon was frequenting the lodge garden at Esquinas, leading to some great photo opps  

of one of Costa Rica’s most impressive trogons (Sam Woods)  
 
With the rain easing, we went for a walk in pursuit of one of the lodge’s most prized residents, curassows. Our 
walk was curtailed though by another heavy tropical shower that had us sheltering under the eaves of some of 
the lodge cabins. Prior to that we had seen a Brown Basilisk on top of a cerise-colored ginger plant, and a couple 
of Spectacled Caimans (photo next page) were, appropriately, lurking in the “Caiman Pond”. Doug had also 
homed in on a Charming Hummingbird on a neighbouring Heliconia plant. 

 
Photo Next Page: A Spectacled Caiman was seen in the Caiman Pond at Esquinas Rainforest Lodge (Sam Woods) 
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After impatiently waiting out the latest of the day’s substantial showers, we were ready to search for curassows 
again once the rain had abated. We then got news that a male had walked behind us as we were walking earlier, 
completely unbeknown to us. The ranger who informed us of this, tipped us to go along the “Bird Trail” to try 
and track down the curassow for they often frequent that trail. He did not need to tell us twice, and we took off 
in hot pursuit. We stumbled into a Great Tinamou and scoped a lone Mealy Parrot along the trail but did not 
get much else, before we emerged at the main lodge area once more. There, we were greeted by our ever-
happy driver Luis, who was especially happy as he had just seen a female Great Curassow (photo below) walking 
around the lodge garden. Sam was almost apoplectic and frustrated. Twice that afternoon we had been 
extremely close to a curassow, a very big, goose-sized bird, and saw nothing! As Luis had only seen one minutes 
earlier we quickly backtracked to a small clearing we had been in earlier, and there standing stock still was a 
beautiful female curassow: success! What unfolded over the next thirty minutes or so was nothing short of 
extraordinary. While a series of photos were taken of this docile female, stood no more than 20ft away, a male 
took umbrage to this and came in close to us, calling in full view of us, circling us, and even made a short mock 
charge at one of the group! Our curassow experience was one to cherish for sure. With the Great Curassow well 
and truly “under the belt”, we were free to roam further afield, and so took a drive out along the entrance road, 
where open fields and patchy forest borders the dirt road. This was very productive. We only had an hour or so 
but accumulated birds like a Purple Gallinule, a popular pair of Lineated Woodpeckers, a single Laughing Falcon, 
two species of caracara, more Red-lored Parrots, a Thick-billed Seed-Finch and an Isthmian Wren, among 
others. 
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Photo Page Before: This is the confiding male Great Curassow that charged one of us in the garden of Esquinas Rainforest Lodge! 
(Sam Woods) 

 

 
 

This Tropical Screech-Owl photographed in farmland near Esquinas Rainforest Lodge was the 5th owl photographed on the tour.  
A 6th and final owl species featured on our final afternoon too (Sam Woods) 

 
 

After dinner, we went out in pursuit of nightbirds. The weather forecast predicted no rain before 2am although 
that turned out not to be true, with spots of rain hampering our initial tries. However, we found some night 
birds, with first a very photogenic Common Pauraque sat on the road, and then a terrific Tropical Screech-Owl 
(photo above) in nearby farmland to round out a rainy, though very productive, day. 
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Four Great Curassows were seen parading around the garden at Esquinas Rainforest Lodge,  

this was one of the two females present  (Sam Woods) 
 

Day 11 (of birding): 14th March 2023 – Esquinas Rainforest Lodge to Alajuela (near San Jose) via Orotina. 
With just one day remaining to explore Costa Rica, we opted to cram in as much as possible in the final day. The 
drive back northwestwards from Esquinas towards the capital was a long one, and so Sam opted to add a birding 
break in there around Orotina, which could provide us with multiple new birds, even at this late stage, as the 
avifauna is allied with that of the dry North Pacific region, which we had not touched on at all. However, in 
complete contrast, we first birding wet lowland rainforest in the South Pacific around Esquinas Rainforest Lodge 
for the first few hours of the morning. With breakfast not available until 7am (a very Costa Rican trait), we had 
an hour or so to explore before then, although it turned out to be livelier after breakfast than before. Our second 
Double-toothed Kite in as many days was being buzzed by some of the local hummingbirds and tanagers. 
Another, scarcer, kite, Gray-headed Kite, was more mobile, moving from one tree to another as we watched 
on.  
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A small understorey flock held 3 new birds for us quick succession, what with all the time lost to rain in the area 
the day before, birds like Dot-winged Antwren, Tawny-crested Greenlet and Wedge-billed Woodcreeper were 
all rather belated additions. We also finally set eyes on a Bright-rumped Attila, we had been heard often but 
never seen prior to that morning. More Blue-headed Parrots also featured. However, the prize sighting before 
we left was a species that the lodge is rightly famed for, Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager (photo below), not only a 
Costa Rican endemic but one restricted to the Osa Peninsula, where this lodge is located. A small group of them 
were seen along the Manakin Trail and were a worthy parting gift from the South Pacific region. 
 

 
Arguably, Esquinas Rainforest Lodge’s most “important” bird, the Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager, which is restrricted to the 

Osa Peninsula of Costa Rica (Sam Woods) 
 
The next part of this final day was spent largely traveling northwards and westwards to get close to our final 
destination, Alajuela, near the country’s San Jose International Airport. However, we had one very special stop 
up our sleeves, which would serve not only to break up a long journey, but also ended up adding ten new species 
to our trip list, in a final blitz of birds in just a couple of hours there. The area we were punting for was La Ceiba, 
near the town of Orotina, situated on the edge of the very dry North Pacific region.  
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We had swapped a verdant, dense rainforest environment for dry, deciduous woodland and open farm fields, 
quite a contrast in habitats, and therefore associated bird fauna. This was evident very early on, when we 
spotted the first of a dozen or so Turquoise-browed Motmots (photo next page) perched on a fencepost, which 
were to accompany all of our drives over the next few hours. We were also now back in Hoffman’s Woodpecker 
country, which turned up several times while we continued our hunt for new species. A flash of yellow sweeping 
past the bus had us bringing it an abrupt halt, as it proved to be a male Black-headed Trogon (photo below), our 
6th and final trogon of the tour! As we photographed this male bird, a handsome Stripe-headed Sparrow, 
another new species for us from the dry country, landed right next to the trogon’s head. Some Rufous-naped 
Wrens, a species we had not seen since the first at our Alajuela hotel, were perched on nearby cables too. 
 

 
This was our sixth and final trogon of the tour, Black-headed Trogon, seen during a last minute stop around La Ceiba near Orotina  

in the dry country of the North Pacific (Sam Woods) 
 
Our next stop was a very special one indeed, as we made a play for another owl. This tour had started brightly, 
with four species of owl on our first morning, so it seemed fitting that it ended on an owl high too, with two 
species of owl seen and photographed in the final two days. This last one was a dry country species, Pacific 
Screech-Owl (photo page 45), a pair of which put on a show for the ages, showing at extremely close range in 
broad daylight, leading to some marvellous photos for everyone present. 
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About a dozen Turquoise-browed Motmots alone justified a rapidly squeezed in visit to  

the Orotina area on our final afternoon (Dean Budd) 
 

We had one final stop to make, for perhaps the trickiest dry country species of the afternoon. However, the 
Lesser Ground-Cuckoo (photo page 44) we had been hoping for proved pretty easy in the end, flying up on to 
an open branch for all to see, where it remained in view for five whole minutes! We thought that would be the 
final new bird of the tour, but fate had other ideas. As we drove back in the direction of Costa Rica’s capital city, 
San Jose, we had only been going for five minutes when we bumped into another birding group covering the 
Orotina area, who were eying a roosting Lesser Nighthawk, which then became the final bird species seen, and 
photographed, on the tour! 
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Lesser Ground-Cuckoo from our final hour of birding near Orotina (Dean Budd)  
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Photos Page Before: Pacific Screech-Owl, Orotina (Iris Kilpatrick) & Variegated Squirrel (Catriona Komlosi) 

 
Some Costa Rican insects: Malachite Butterfly & Long-tailed Skipper moth (both Catriona Komlosi) 
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Photos Page Before: White-necked Jacobins in the rain, Rancho Naturalista (Catriona Komlosi) 
Photo Below: Nesting male Resplendent Quetzal, Cerro de la Muerte (Sam Woods) 
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In spite of views like this of the male of this stunningly beautiful species, Golden-browed Chlorophonia,  

it did not make it into the Top Ten Birds-of-the-Tour! A travesty! (Franz Komlosi) 
 
CHECKLISTS: 

BIRDS 
The taxonomy of the bird list follows Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements 
Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with changes published by Cornell in October 2022.  

(H) - INCIDATES A SPECIES THAT WAS HEARD ONLY. 
 
(GO) – INDICATES A SPECIES RECORDED BY THE GUIDE ONLY. 
 
Regional specialties are highlighted in RED.  
 
TINAMOUS: TINAMIDAE 
Great Tinamou Tinamus major 
Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui (H) 
DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS: ANATIDAE 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 
Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors 
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GUANS, CHACHALACAS, CURASSOWS: CRACIDAE 
Gray-headed Chachalaca Ortalis cinereiceps 
Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 
Black Guan Chamaepetes unicolor (E) 
Great Curassow Crax rubra 
NEW WORLD QUAIL: ODONTOPHORIDAE 
Buffy-crowned Wood-Partridge Dendrortyx leucophrys 
Crested Bobwhite Colinus cristatus mariae 
Spotted Wood-Quail Odontophorus guttatus 
GREBES: PODICIPEDIDAE 
Least Grebe Tachybaptus Dominicus 
PIGEONS AND DOVES: COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia 
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 
Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 
Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris 
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 
Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris 
Inca Dove Columbina inca 
Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti 
Blue Ground-Dove Claravis pretiosa (H) 
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 
Gray-chested Dove Leptotila cassini (H) 
Buff-fronted Quail-Dove Zentrygon costaricensis (E) 
Purplish-backed Quail-Dove Zentrygon lawrenci (E) (H) 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
CUCKOOS: CUCULIDAE 
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 
Lesser Ground-Cuckoo Morococcyx erythropygus 
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 
NIGHTJARS: CAPRIMULGIDAE 
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis 
Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis 
Dusky Nightjar Antrostomus saturates (E) (H) 
POTOOS: NYCTIBIIDAE  
Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 
SWIFTS: APODIDAE 
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 
Costa Rican Swift Chaetura fumosa (E) 
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 
HUMMINGBIRDS: TROCHILIDAE 
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga Mellivora 
Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 
Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris 
Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis 
Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 
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Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus 
Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti 
Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii 
Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 
White-crested Coquette (E) Lophornis adorabilis 
Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 
Talamanca Hummingbird Eugenes spectabilis (E) 
Fiery-throated Hummingbird Panterpe insignis (E) 
Purple-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis calolaemus (E) 
White-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis castaneoventris 
Volcano Hummingbird Selasphorus flammula (E) 
Scintillant Hummingbird Selasphorus scintilla (E) 
Garden Emerald Chlorostilbon assimilis (E) 
Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti 
Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii 
Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus 
Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia 
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica 
White-tailed Emerald Microchera chionura (E) 
Stripe-tailed Hummingbird Eupherusa eximia 
Snowcap Microchera albocoronata (E) 
Charming Hummingbird Polyerata decora (E) 
Snowy-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia edward (E) 
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 
Cinnamon Hummingbird Amazilia rutile 
RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS: RALLIDAE 
White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis (H) 
Russet-naped Wood-Rail Aramides albiventris 
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus 
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica 
LIMPKIN: ARAMIDAE 
Limpkin Aramus guarauna 
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS: CHARADRIIDAE 
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 
Collared Plover Charadrius collaris 
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
JACANAS: JACANIDAE 
Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa 
SANDPIPERS: SCOLOPACIDAE 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 
Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 
Willet Tringa semipalmata 
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
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GULLS, TERNS, & SKIMMERS: LARIDAE 
Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
SUNBITTERN: EUROPYGIDAE 
Sunbittern Eurypyga Helias 
STORKS: CICONIIDAE 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana 
FRIGATEBIRDS: FREGATIDAE 
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 
CORMORANTS AND SHAGS: PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 
PELICANS: PELECANIDAE 
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 
HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS: ARDEIDAE 
Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum 
Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum 
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
Snowy Egret Egretta thula 
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Green Heron Butorides virescens 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 
IBIS AND SPOONBILLS: THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
White Ibis Eudocimus albus 
Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis 
Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 
NEW WORLD VULTURES: CATHARTIDAE 
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
OSPREY: PANDIONIDAE 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
HAWKS, EAGLES, KITES: ACCIPITRIDAE 
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 
Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis 
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 
Ornate Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus 
Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis 
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 
Common Black-Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus  
Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus 
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
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OWLS: STRIGIDAE 
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba 
Pacific Screech-Owl Megascops cooperi 
Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata 
Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata 
Central American Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium griseiceps (E) 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum 
Mottled Owl Strix virgata (H) 
TROGONS: TROGONIDAE 
Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno 
Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon Massena 
Black-headed Trogon Trogon melanocephalus 
Baird's Trogon Trogon bairdii (E) 
Gartered Trogon Trogon caligatus 
Black-throated Trogon Trogon rufus 
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris 
MOTMOTS: MOMOTIDAE 
Lesson's Motmot Momotus lessonii 
Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii (H) 
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum (H) 
Turquoise-browed Motmot Eumomota superciliosa 
KINGFISHERS: ALCEDINIDAE 
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquate 
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 
PUFFBIRDS: BUCCONIDAE 
White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus (H) 
JACAMARS: GALBULIDAE 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda 
TOUCANS: RAMPHASTIDAE 
Northern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus maxillaris 
Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus torquatus 
Fiery-billed Aracari Pteroglossus frantzii (E) 
Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii 
Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus 
WOODPECKERS: PICIDAE 
Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus 
Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus 
Golden-naped Woodpecker Melanerpes chrysauchen (E) 
Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus 
Hoffmann's Woodpecker Melanerpes hoffmannii (E) 
Hairy Woodpecker Dryobates villosus 
Smoky-brown Woodpecker Dryobates fumigatus 
Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis (H) 
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 
Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 
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FALCONS AND CARACARAS: FALCONIDAE 
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 
Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima 
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans  
NEW WORLD & AFRICAN PARROTS: PSITTACIDAE  
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis 
Brown-hooded Parrot Pyrilia haematotis 
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 
White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis 
Red-lored Parrot Amazona autumnalis 
Mealy Parrot Amazona farinose 
White-fronted Parrot Amazona albifrons 
Scarlet Macaw Ara macao 
Crimson-fronted Parakeet Psittacara finschi (E) 
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS: THAMNOPHILIDAE 
Black-crowned (Western Slaty) Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha (H) 
Checker-throated Antwren Epinecrophylla fulviventris 
Black-hooded Antshrike Thamnophilus bridgesi (E) 
Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor (H) 
Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis 
Dusky Antbird Cercomacra tyrannina 
Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul 
Zeledon's Antbird Hafferia zeledoni (H) 
ANTTHRUSHES: FORMICARIIDAE 
Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis (H) 
OVENBIRDS & WOODCREEPERS: FURNARIIDAE 
Tawny-winged Woodcreeper Dendrocincla anabatina 
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 
Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans 
Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 
Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus (H) 
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
Spot-crowned Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes affinis 
Plain Xenops Xenops minutus 
Chiriqui Foliage-Gleaner Automolus exsertus (E) 
Ruddy Treerunner Margarornis rubiginosus (E) 
Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura (H) 
MANAKINS: PIPRIDAE 
White-ruffed Manakin Corapipo altera 
Velvety Manakin Lepidothrix velutina 
White-collared Manakin Manacus candei 
Orange-collared Manakin Manacus aurantiacus (E) 
Red-capped Manakin Ceratopipra mentalis 
COTINGAS: COTINGIDAE 
Lovely Cotinga Cotinga amabilis (E) 
Turquoise Cotinga Cotinga ridgwayi (E) 
Rufous Piha Lipaugus unirufus 
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Yellow-billed Cotinga Carpodectes antoniae (E) 
TITYRAS AND ALLIES: TITYRIDAE 
Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor 
Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 
Northern Schiffornis Schiffornis veraepacis (GO) 
Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus 
SHARPBILL, ROYAL FLY., & ALLIES: OXYRUNCIDAE 
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus 
Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher Myiobius sulphureipygius (GO)  
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: TYRANNIDAE 
Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet Ornithion semiflavum (H) 
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 
Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii 
Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea 
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleaginous 
Mistletoe (Paltry) Tyrannulet Zimmerius parvus 
Northern Bentbill Oncostoma cinereigulare 
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps 
Yellow-olive Flycatcher Tolmomyias sulphurescens 
Golden-crowned Spadebill Platyrinchus coronatus 
Tufted Flycatcher Mitrephanes phaeocercus 
Dark Pewee Contopus lugubris (E)  
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris 
Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 
Yellowish Flycatcher Empidonax flavescens 
Black-capped Flycatcher Empidonax atriceps (E) 
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 
Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 
Panama Flycatcher Myiarchus panamensis 
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis 
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris 
Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius 
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 
VIREOS, SHRIKE-BABBLERS & ERPORNIS: VIREONIDAE 
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis 
Green Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius pulchellus (H) 
Tawny-crowned Greenlet Tunchiornis ochraceiceps 
Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata 
Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons (GO) 
Yellow-winged Vireo Vireo carmioli (E) 
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 
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CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES: CORVIDAE 
Brown Jay Psilorhinus morio 
SWALLOWS: HIRUNDINIDAE 
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 
Mangrove Swallow Tachycineta albilinea 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
GNATCATCHERS: POLIOPTILIDAE 
Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus (H) 
White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata 
WRENS: TROGLODYTIDAE 
Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus (H) 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
Ochraceous Wren Troglodytes ochraceus (E) 
Timberline Wren Thryorchilus browni  (E) 
Rufous-naped Wren Campylorhynchus rufinucha 
Black-bellied Wren Pheugopedius fasciatoventris (H) 
Rufous-breasted Wren Pheugopedius rutilus 
Stripe-breasted Wren Cantorchilus thoracicus (E) 
Cabanis's Wren Cantorchilus modestus 
Isthmian Wren Cantorchilus elutus (E) 
Riverside Wren Cantorchilus semibadius (E) 
Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus 
White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticte 
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 
MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS: MIMIDAE  
Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus 
THRUSHES AND ALLIES: TURDIDAE  
Black-faced Solitaire Myadestes melanops (E) 
Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus gracilirostris (E) 
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris 
Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush Catharus frantzii 
Sooty Thrush (Robin) Turdus nigrescens (E) 
Mountain Thrush (Robin) Turdus plebejus 
Pale-vented Thrush Turdus obsoletus 
Clay-colored Thrush (Robin) Turdus grayi 
White-throated Thrush Turdus assimilis 
SILKY-FLYCATCHERS: PTILIOGONATIDAE 
Black-and-yellow Silky-flycatcher Phainoptila melanoxantha (E) 
Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher Ptilogonys caudatus (E) 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: PASSERIDAE 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
SISKINS AND ALLIES: FRINGILLIDAE  
Golden-browed Chlorophonia Chlorophonia callophrys (E) 
Yellow-crowned Euphonia Euphonia luteicapilla (E) 
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Spot-crowned Euphonia Euphonia imitans (E)  
Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi 
White-vented Euphonia Euphonia minuta 
Tawny-capped Euphonia Euphonia anneae (E)  
Yellow-bellied Siskin Spinus xanthogastrus 
NEW WORLD SPARROWS: PASSERELLIDAE 
Ashy-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus canigularis 
Sooty-capped Chlorospingus Chlorospingus pileatus (E) 
Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus 
Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris 
Stripe-headed Sparrow Peucaea ruficauda 
Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 
Volcano Junco Junco vulcani (E) 
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 
Large-footed Finch Pezopetes capitalis (E) 
Cabanis's Ground-Sparrow Melozone cabanisi (E)  
Yellow-thighed Brushfinch Pselliophorus tibialis (E) 
White-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes albinucha 
WRENTHRUSH: 
Wrenthrush Zeledonia coronata (E) 
TROUPIALS AND ALLIES: ICTERIDAE 
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 
Red-breasted Meadowlark Leistes militaris 
Melodious Blackbird Dives dives 
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 
Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus  
Streak-backed Oriole Icterus pustulatus 
Spot-breasted Oriole Icterus pectoralis  
Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 
Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis 
Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri 
Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius Montezuma 
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: PARULIDAE 
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla 
Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla 
Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 
Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera 
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 
Flame-throated Warbler Oreothlypis gutturalis (E) 
Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina 
Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia 
Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava (H) 
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 
Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 
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Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica 
Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens 
Chestnut-capped Warbler Basileuterus delattrii 
Black-cheeked Warbler Basileuterus melanogenys (E) 
Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus 
Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 
Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla  
Slate-throated Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus 
Collared Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus torquatus (E) 
GROSBEAKS AND ALLIES: CARDINALIDAE 
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata 
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica 
Red-throated Ant-Tanager Habia fuscicauda 
Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager Habia atrimaxillaris (E)  
Carmiol's Tanager Chlorothraupis carmioli (E) 
Black-faced Grosbeak Caryothraustes poliogaster 
Black-thighed Grosbeak Pheucticus tibialis (E)  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 
TANAGERS AND ALLIES: THRAUPIDAE 
White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus luctuosus 
Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus delatrii 
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 
Crimson-collared Tanager Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 
Scarlet-rumped (Passerini's) Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii passerinii 
Scarlet-rumped (Cherrie's) Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii costaricensis (E) 
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 
Speckled Tanager Ixothraupis guttata 
Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata 
Spangle-cheeked Tanager Tangara dowii (E) 
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 
Emerald Tanager Tangara florida 
Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 
Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta 
Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 
Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus 
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 
Black-and-yellow Tanager Chrysothlypis chrysomelas (E)  
Slaty Flowerpiercer Diglossa plumbea (E) 
Peg-billed Finch Acanthidops bairdi (E) 
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 
Thick-billed Seed-Finch Sporophila funerea 
Variable Seedeater (Caribbean) Sporophila corvina corvina 
Variable Seedeater (Pacific) Sporophila corvina hoffmanni 
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Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 
Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus 
Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 
Black-headed Saltator Saltator atriceps 
Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus 
Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus (H) 
 
MAMMALS 
White Tent Bat Ectophylla alba 
Greater White-lined Bat Saccopteryx bilineata 
White-throated Capuchin Monkey Cebus capucinus 
Central American (Red-backed) Squirrel Monkey Saimiri oerstedii 
Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis 
Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides 
Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata 
White-nosed Coati Nasua narica 
Tayra Eira Barbara 
Neotropical (Central American) River Otter Lontra longicaudis 
 
SOME OF THE OTHER WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERED 
Strawberry Poison Frog Oophaga (Dendrobates) pumilio 
Delicate Whiptail (Reticulated Ameiva) Holcosus leptophrys 
Green Iguana Iguana iguana 
Brown Basilisk Basiliscus basiliscus 
Green Basilisk Basiliscus plumifrons 
Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus 
Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus 
Common/Peleides (Blue) Morpho Morpho peleides 
Malachite Siproeta stelenes 
Long-tailed Skipper Urabus proteus 
Leafcutter Ant Atta cephalotes 
Tarantula Hawk (Wasp) Hemipepsis sp. 


