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A Tropical Birding Birding with a Camera® CUSTOM TOUR 

 

COSTA RICA BwC Custom Tour 
Photo SUMMARY and TOUR LIST 

 

VIDEO TRIP REPORT: 
Click here to view the report on YouTube 

 
 

Report and photos by ANDRES VASQUEZ N., the guide for this tour 

 
The BIRD OF THE TRIP, the precious Three-wattled Bellbird 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
https://youtu.be/xdxo70I8zsI
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OVERVIEW: The following is a short summary of this relaxed Birding With a Camera® custom tour that is 

meant to complement the VIDEO VIRTUAL TOUR that you can watch on YouTube by following this link: 
https://youtu.be/xdxo70I8zsI  
 
This nice custom tour took place in central Costa Rica, and it focused on getting some nice photos and views of 
some of the most famous birds of this great country. We took advantage of the superb lodges and reserves 
found all over Costa Rica, where feeders and gardens attract a huge variety of bird, usually in very beautiful 
landscapes.  
 
This was the itinerary for our trip: 
 

 
 
We covered a little bit of the Central Valley, but we mainly focused on two regions, the Caribbean lowlands and 
foothills for the first three and a half days, while the rest of the tour was spent mainly in the highlands at 
Cinchona and at Cerro de la Muerte in the Talamanca Mountains. We covered a vast altitudinal range, and new 
birds came daily in a constant stream.  
 
We recorded many of the most iconic birds of the region along with tons of other species more widely distributed across 
the Neotropics. I even got one special lifer that I had been chasing for years in various countries, the elusive Central 
American Pygmy-Owl which was of course my favorite of the trip. However, the voting at the end of the tour came up 
with the following favorite birds for our participants.  
 

1. Three-wattled Bellbird (this is the only one with an actual podium spot) 
The other favorites are not in any particular order 

2. Resplendent Quetzal 
3. Black-crested Coquete 
4. Long-tailed Silky-Flycatcher 
5. Violet Sabrewing 
6. Flame-throated Warbler 
7. Rufous-winged Woodpecker 
8. Emerald Tanager 
9. White-collared Manakin 
10. ALL HUMMINGBIRDS with special mentions for Volcano, Talamaca, and Fiery-throated Hummingbirds 

 

3 March

4 March

5 March

6 March

7 March

8 March

9 March

10 March

11 March

Arrival in San Jose / Night San Jose 

San Jose to San Ramon and La Fortuna / Night in La Fortuna

Departure from San Jose

La Fortuna and Sendero Bogarín / Night in La Fortuna

La Fortuna to Frog's Heaven and Centro Manu / Night in Puerto Viejo de Sarapiqui

Donde Cope and drive to Savegre / Night in Savegre Valley

Savegre Valley, Cerro de la Muerte & Batsu Garden / Night in Savegre Valley

Feathers Garden and Paraiso Quetzal; travel back to San Jose / Night San Jose

Day trip to Cinchona and Virgen del Socorro / Night San Jose

https://youtu.be/xdxo70I8zsI
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FAVORITE PHOTOS OF THE TRIP: The following are my favorite pics taken during the tour. They do 

not necessarily represent the rarest birds, they are just ones that stood above the rest. 

 
One of the mega birds of the World, Resplendent Quetzal 
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Crimson-collared Tanager (above) and Scarlet-rumped Tanager (below) are regular at feeders 
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Volcano Hummingbird (above) and Talamanca Hummingbird (below) gave us great photo ops  
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The Atlantic lowlands gave us White-collared Manakin (above) and Rufous-winged Woodpecker (below) 
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Collared Aracaris (above) and Tawny-capped Euponias (below) were obliging subjects 

 



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  COSTA RICA: Birding with a Camera® Custom Tour – Mar 2023 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                              +1-409-515-9110                                   info@tropicalbirding.com   

 
This Russet-naped Wood-Rail (above) with a dinosaur spirit was quite something 
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Both species of silky-flycatchers were photographed in quick succession: Black-and-yellow (above) and Long-tailed (below) 

 



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  COSTA RICA: Birding with a Camera® Custom Tour – Mar 2023 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                              +1-409-515-9110                                   info@tropicalbirding.com   

 
Black-thighed Grosbeak (above) and Flame-throated Warbler (below) are regular along the Talamanca Highlands
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Purple-throated Mountain-Gem (above) was the very last lifer of the tour for the participants 

 

For more photos, videos and a complete description of the tour follow the link below to watch the full Video 
Trip Report in YouTube: Click here  

 

 
FINAL CHECKLIST: 
A total of 239 species of BIRDS were recorded on this tour. Out of this total, 14 were heard only (H) and 22 species were 
seen only by the tour leader (L).  In terms of MAMMALS, we only recorded 8 species; we were a little unlucky with 
mammals in this trip. See the final list below. (E) indicated a species only found in southern Central America. 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/xdxo70I8zsI
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  Guans, Chachalacas, and Curassows (Cracidae) 

1  Gray-headed Chachalaca Ortalis cinereiceps 

2  Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 

3 L Black Guan (E) Chamaepetes unicolor 

  Pigeons and Doves (Columbidae)  
4  Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

5  Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 

6  Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris 

7  Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 

8  Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris 

9  Inca Dove Columbina inca 

10  Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti 

11  White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 

12  Buff-fronted Quail-Dove (E) Zentrygon costaricensis 

13  White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 

  Cuckoos (Cuculidae)  
14  Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 

15  Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 

  Nightjars and Allies (Caprimulgidae)  
16  Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 

  Potoos (Nyctibiidae)  
17  Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 

  Swifts (Apodidae)  
18  White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 

  Hummingbirds (Trochilidae)  
19  White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 

20 L White-tipped Sicklebill Eutoxeres aquila 

21  Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 

22  Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris 

23  Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis 

24  Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 

25  Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus 

26  Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti 

27  Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii 

28 L Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 

29  Black-crested Coquette Lophornis helenae 

30  Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 

31  Talamanca Hummingbird (E) Eugenes spectabilis 

32  Fiery-throated Hummingbird (E) Panterpe insignis 

33  Purple-throated Mountain-gem (E) Lampornis calolaemus 

34  White-throated Mountain-gem (E) Lampornis castaneoventris 

35  Magenta-throated Woodstar (E) Calliphlox bryantae 

36 L Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 

37  Volcano Hummingbird (E) Selasphorus flammula 

38  Scintillant Hummingbird (E) Selasphorus scintilla 

39  Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti 
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40  Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii 

41  Violet Sabrewing 
Campylopterus 
hemileucurus 

42  Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia 

43  Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica 

44  Stripe-tailed Hummingbird Eupherusa eximia 

45  Snowcap (E) Microchera albocoronata 

46  Coppery-headed Emerald (E) Microchera cupreiceps 

47  Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 

  Rails, Gallinules, and Coots (Rallidae)  
48 H Uniform Crake Amaurolimnas concolor 

49  Russet-naped Wood-Rail Aramides albiventris 

  Cormorants and Shags (Phalacrocoracidae) 

50  Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

  Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns (Ardeidae) 

51  Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum 

52  Great Egret Ardea alba 

53  Snowy Egret Egretta thula 

54  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

55  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 

56  Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius 

  Ibises and Spoonbills (Threskiornithidae) 

57  Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis 

  New World Vultures (Cathartidae)  
58  Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 

59  Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

  Hawks, Eagles, and Kites (Accipitridae) 

60  Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 

61  Ornate Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus 

62  Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps 

63 L Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 

64  Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 

65  White Hawk Pseudastur albicollis 

66  Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 

67  Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 

  Owls (Strigidae)  
68  Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata 

69  Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata 

70  Central American Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium griseiceps 

71  Black-and-white Owl Ciccaba nigrolineata 

  Trogons (Trogonidae)  
72  Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno 

73 H Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon massena 

74 H Gartered Trogon Trogon caligatus 

  Motmots (Momotidae)  
75  Lesson's Motmot Momotus lessonii 
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76  Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 

77  Keel-billed Motmot Electron carinatum 

78  Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 

  Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)  
79  Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 

  Puffbirds (Bucconidae)  
80 H Pied Puffbird Notharchus tectus 

  Toucan-Barbets (Semnornithidae)  
81  Prong-billed Barbet Semnornis frantzii 

  Toucans (Ramphastidae)  
82  Northern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus 

83  Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus 

84  Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus 

85  Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus 

  Woodpeckers (Picidae)  
86 H Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus 

87  Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus 

88  Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 

89  Hoffmann's Woodpecker (E) Melanerpes hoffmannii 

90  Hairy Woodpecker Dryobates villosus 

91 H Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 

92 H Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus 

93  Rufous-winged Woodpecker (E) Piculus simplex 

94  Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 

  Falcons and Caracaras (Falconidae)  
95  Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 

96 H Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 

97  Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis 

  New World and African Parrots (Psittacidae) 

98  Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis 

99  White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis 

100  Red-lored Parrot Amazona autumnalis 

101  White-fronted Parrot Amazona albifrons 

102 L Sulphur-winged Parakeet (E) Pyrrhura hoffmanni 

103 L Olive-throated Parakeet Eupsittula nana 

104  Crimson-fronted Parakeet (E) Psittacara finschi 

  Typical Antbirds (Thamnophilidae)  
105 H Great Antshrike Taraba major 

106  Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus 

107  Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha 

108  Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul 

  Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers (Furnariidae) 

109  Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans 

110  Spotted Woodcreeper 
Xiphorhynchus 
erythropygius 

111  Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
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112  Spot-crowned Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes affinis 

113  Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops 

114  Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura 

  Manakins (Pipridae)  
115  White-collared Manakin Manacus candei 

  Cotingas (Cotingidae)  
116  Three-wattled Bellbird Procnias tricarunculatus 

  Tityras and Allies (Tityridae)  
117 L Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 

118  Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor 

119 L Cinnamon Becard 
Pachyramphus 
cinnamomeus 

  Tyrant Flycatchers (Tyrannidae)  
120 L Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 

121  Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii 

122  Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea 

123  Olive-streaked Flycatcher (E) Mionectes olivaceus 

124  Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus 

125  Mistletoe Tyrannulet Zimmerius parvus 

126 H Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus 

127  Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 

128  Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 

129  Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 

130  Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus 

131  Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 

132  Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 

133  Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 

134 H Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 

135  Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 

136 L Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis 

137 L Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus 

138  Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius 

139  Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 

  Vireos, Shrike-Babblers, and Erpornis (Vireonidae) 

140  Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 

141 L Yellow-winged Vireo (E)  Vireo carmioli 

  Crows, Jays, and Magpies (Corvidae)  
142  White-throated Magpie-Jay Calocitta formosa 

  Swallows (Hirundinidae)  
143  Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 

144  Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 

145 L Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 

  Wrens (Troglodytidae)  
146  House Wren Troglodytes aedon 

147 H Ochraceous Wren (E)  Troglodytes ochraceus 

148 L Timberline Wren (E)  Thryorchilus browni 
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149  Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus 

150  Rufous-breasted Wren Pheugopedius rutilus 

151  Black-throated Wren Pheugopedius atrogularis 

152 L Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus 

153 L White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta 

154  Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 

  Dippers (Cinclidae)  
155  American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus 

  Mockingbirds and Thrashers (Mimidae) 

156  Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus 

  Thrushes and Allies (Turdidae)  
157  Black-faced Solitaire (E)  Myadestes melanops 

158  Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush (E)  Catharus gracilirostris 

159 H Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater 

160  Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush Catharus frantzii 

161  Black-headed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus mexicanus 

162 L Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 

163  Mountain Thrush Turdus plebejus 

164  White-throated Thrush Turdus assimilis 

165  Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi 

166  Sooty Thrush (E)  Turdus nigrescens 

  Silky-flycatchers (Ptiliogonatidae)  
167  Black-and-yellow Silky-flycatcher (E) Phainoptila melanoxantha 

168  Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher (E)  Ptiliogonys caudatus 

  Finches, Euphonias, and Allies (Fringillidae) 

169  Golden-browed Chlorophonia (E) Chlorophonia callophrys 

170  Yellow-crowned Euphonia (E)  Euphonia luteicapilla 

171  Yellow-throated Euphonia Euphonia hirundinacea 

172  Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi 

173  Tawny-capped Euphonia (E)  Euphonia anneae 

174  Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 

  New World Sparrows (Passerellidae)  
175  Sooty-capped Chlorospingus (E) Chlorospingus pileatus 

176  Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus 

177  Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris 

178  Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 

179  Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 

180 H Sooty-faced Finch Arremon crassirostris 

181  Volcano Junco (E)  Junco vulcani 

182  Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 

183  Large-footed Finch (E)  Pezopetes capitalis 

184  White-eared Ground-Sparrow Melozone leucotis 

185  Yellow-thighed Brushfinch (E) Pselliophorus tibialis 

186 L White-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes albinucha 

  Troupials and Allies (Icteridae)  
187  Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 



Tropical Birding Tours - Trip Report  COSTA RICA: Birding with a Camera® Custom Tour – Mar 2023 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                              +1-409-515-9110                                   info@tropicalbirding.com   

188  Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus 

189 L Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri 

190  Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius montezuma 

191  Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 

192  Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 

193 L Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 

194  Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 

195  Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus 

196  Melodious Blackbird Dives dives 

197  Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 

  New World Warblers (Parulidae)  
198  Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 

199  Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera 

200  Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 

201  Flame-throated Warbler (E)  Oreothlypis gutturalis 

202  Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina 

203  Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia 

204  Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina 

205  Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 

206  Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica 

207 L Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens 

208  Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus 

209  Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 

210  Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 

211  Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus 

212  Collared Redstart (E)  Myioborus torquatus 

  Cardinals and Allies (Cardinalidae)  
213  Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 

214  Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 

215  Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata 

216  Black-thighed Grosbeak (E) Pheucticus tibialis 

217  Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 

218  Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides 

  Tanagers and Allies (Thraupidae)  

219  Crimson-collared Tanager 
Ramphocelus 
sanguinolentus 

220  Scarlet-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii 

221  Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 

222  Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 

223  Speckled Tanager Ixothraupis guttata 

224  Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata 

225  Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 

226  Emerald Tanager Tangara florida 

227  Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 

228  Shining Honeycreeper Cyanerpes lucidus 

229  Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus 
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230  Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 

231  Slaty Flowerpiercer (E)  Diglossa plumbea 

232  Peg-billed Finch (E) Acanthidops bairdi 

233  Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 

234  Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina 

235  Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 

236  Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus 

237  Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 

238  Black-headed Saltator Saltator atriceps 

239  Cinnamon-bellied Saltator Saltator grandis 

  MAMMALS  
1  Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth Bradypus variegatus 

2  White Tent Bat Ectophylla alba 

3  

Central American (Geoffroy's) Spider 
Monkey Ateles geoffroyi 

4  Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis 

5  Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides 

6  Agouti (Central American) Dasyprocta punctata 

7  White-nosed Coati Nasua narica 

8  Tayra Eira barbara 
 


