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PATAGONIAN CHILE 
   Custom tour  

25th November – 1 December 2022 
Tour leader & Report - Charley Hesse 

 

 

This was a week-long trip in and out of Punta Arenas, one of the most southerly towns in the world, exploring 
Chile’s wild and rugged Patagonia. We took in Torres del Paine National Park and Pali-Aike National Reserve, as 
well as Punta Arenas itself and the surrounding areas. The windswept provincial capital of Punta Arenas was full of 
coastal and water birds, and we even explored the forested hills nearby. Torres del Paine was one of the most 
scenically beautiful places I have ever been, and also contained abundant birds in the forests, Patagonian steppe 
and aquatic habitats that fill the park. The highlight of course was an incredible Puma sighting, where we 
observed at close quarters, an adult female hunt and kill a hare right in front of us. As well as Puma, some other 
mammal highlights were the Culpeo (a type of fox), Molina’s Hog-nosed Skunk and the ever-present Guanacos. 
Pali Aike was an even more barren and windswept place, where we tracked down several rare shorebirds 
including Tawny-throated Dotterel, and hiked into the crater of an extinct volcano to a cave which had been the 
home to aboriginal people thousands of years ago. The weather on our trip varied considerably from blue skies to 
rain, and light breeze to very strong winds.  We found southern Chile easy birding and good for photography in 
general. The Pali Aike accommodation was rustic but Torres del Paine and Punta Arenas comfortable with good 
food. With great birds, mammals and stunning scenery, it was a truly memorable trip. 
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25th November – Santiago to Punta Arenas 

 

The beautifully-patterned Crested Duck. 

After an early breakfast in our airport hotel, we checked in for our flight to Punta Arenas in the far south of Chile. 
We arrived around midday and had a spot of lunch while I battled with the car hire company. When we finally had 
our wheels, we set off for our hotel stopping on the way to check out the Tres Puentes wetland. We got off to a 
great start and found a large number of water birds including Coscoroba Swan, Silver Teal, Red Shoveler, Chiloe 
Wigeon, Yellow-billed Pintail, Yellow-billed Teal, Chilean Flamingo, Red-gartered & White-winged Coots, White-
rumped Sandpiper, Magellanic Snipe, Lesser Yellowlegs, plus Crested & Chimango Caracaras and the tiny Austral 
Negrito. We checked in to our hotel before taking a short walk over to the rather windy coastline. It was an 
invigorating experience to put it mildly, but it paid off with good views of Flying Steamer-Duck, Crested Duck, 
Chilean Skua, Brown-hooded, Dolphin & Kelp Gulls, Southern Giant-Petrel, and Magellanic & Imperial 
Cormorants. We still had some birding time left and we drove the short distance up into the hills do a spot called 
Club Andino, where we birded the forest edge and found our first White-crested Elaenia, Austral Thrush, Black-
chinned Siskin and Patagonian Sierra Finch. After a cold windswept afternoon, a hot bath and a hot meal felt 
great. 
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26th November – Punta Arenas to Torres del Paine 

 

The southern race of Lesser Rhea is also known as Darwin’s Rhea. 

After breakfast we set off north through the wild, open landscape. We saw patagonia’s largest bird, Lesser Rhea, 
plus several Upland Geese and a Crested Caracara. We stopped in at Laguna Los Palos, which was the site of a 
rather special bird, the Magellanic Plover; a bird in its own monotypic family. The wind was incredibly strong, but 
we could clearly make out the pink legs. We also saw several other birds, including Flying Steamer-Duck, 
Magellanic Oystercatcher, Two-banded Plover, Baird's Sandpiper, Chilean Skua, and Austral Negrito. We 
continued on past the windswept town of Villa Tehuelches where a Long-tailed Meadowlark was gripping on to a 
power line for dear life, and further on our first Black-faced Ibis. We stopped to fuel up in Río Natales at the last 
gas station, and then went to the edge of the water for a spot of lunch at a food truck. There were plenty of birds 
there too and we saw Black-necked Swan, White-rumped Sandpiper, Brown-hooded, Dolphin & Kelp Gulls plus 
several Imperial Cormorants.  
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The Andean Condor is one of the world’s largest flying birds with a wingspan of over 10ft. 

We continued our drive on to the park and near the famous Cueva del Milodón (a prehistoric species of bear 
whose fossil remains had been found here), we saw our first Andean Condor and the Black-chested Buzzard-
Eagle, which despite its large size was dwarfed by the condor. A little further on, we added another raptor, the 
attractive Cinereous Harrier. We made it to our lodge on the south side at Rio Serrano, dropped our bags in the 
rooms and headed straight into the park. We drove through, stopping for scenery shots of the picture postcard 
beautiful landscapes. We made our way to Laguna Amarga, an area famous for Puma sightings. It was incredibly 
windy, but we found a couple of shelters from where to scan. No sign of pumas today but we did add our first 
Scale-throated Earthcreeper. On the way back through the park, we added White-tufted Grebe, Fire-eyed 
Diucon, and Gray-hooded Sierra Finch before arriving back at our comfortable lodge. I did another spot of birding 
around the grounds of the hotel and saw a good number of birds, with Thorn-tailed Rayadito, White-crested 
Elaenia, Black-chinned Siskin, Austral Blackbird, and Patagonian Sierra Finch plus another Andean Condor 
soaring overhead. It had been a great introduction to the area, and we looked forward to exploring over the next 
2 full days. 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  CHILE 2022 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                         +1-409-515-9110                      info@tropicalbirding.com     
 

27th November – Torres del Paine National Park 

 

Magellanic Oystercatcher showing off its dazzling yellow eyes. 

We started the day with a pre-breakfast walk around the hotel grounds. We saw a lonely Great Grebe sat out on 
the bend of the Serrano river and a Brown-hooded Gull winging its way by. We spent some time on the forest 
edge where we found Austral Parakeet, Thorn-tailed Rayadito, White-crested Elaenia, Black-chinned Siskin and 
Patagonian Sierra Finch. After a fine breakfast buffet, we set off to the park, pausing briefly at the mirador to take 
some more photos of the spectacular view of the mountains beyond and take a look at a pair of Chilean Flickers in 
the scope. We scanned our entrance tickets at the entrance and drove through the grasslands beyond where we 
saw Upland Goose, a close pair of Magellanic Oystercatchers, Magellanic Snipe and Correndera Pipit. We turned 
off towards Lago Grey which is one of the more forested areas of the park. Here we got better views of Austral 
Parakeet, plus Thorn-tailed Rayadito, Fire-eyed Diucon, Austral Blackbird and Patagonian Sierra Finch. We also 
had imposing views of the spectacular glacier across the lake with several cool blue icebergs which had come of it. 
We continued into the park, walking across a wooden bridge onto Isla Notro from where we had better views of a 
Great Grebe giving its eerie vocalization. It was a beautiful day and we had lunch at café where we sat outside and 
enjoyed views of our first Rufous-tailed Plantcutter. We continued our explorations and stopped at a lake which 
held Lake Duck, Red-gartered Coot plus White-tufted, Great & Silvery Grebes.  
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Austral Parakeet and the Gray Glacier. 
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Spectacled Duck is very distinctive if somewhat poorly named. 

At Laguna de los Cisnes we added our first Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant and also picked up a nice Austral 
Negrito. Further along we saw an American Kestrel which was dwarfed by a Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, which 
in turn was dwarfed by an Andean Condor. We carried on to Laguna Los Juncos on the edge of the park, where 
we saw Chiloe Wigeon, Lake Duck, Spectacled Tyrant, and Yellow-winged Blackbird. We were still keen to try 
again for Pumas and we returned to the Laguna Amarga viewpoint which was considerably less windy than 
yesterday. We found no Pumas, but did see Crested Duck, Chilean Flamingo,  several Eared Doves, Scale-
throated Earthcreeper, Long-tailed Meadowlark, and displaying Mourning Sierra Finches. Again, our time was up 
and we started the long drive back through the park, stopping briefly for some new Spectacled Ducks which were 
new for the trip. A little further on, we saw several cars parked by the roadside and we pulled up behind them to 
see what they were looking at. My wildest hopes were realized, and it was indeed a Puma which was hunting in 
the long grass a short distance away. After a short while, it seemed to have noticed something and it pounced as a 
Brown Hare shot from the long grass. It was like watching a house cat catching a mouse and it soon had the hare 
in its jaws. It was really exhilarating! After about 10 minutes, it finished it off and resumed its hunt. We 
repositioned the car and got a lot closer, probably less than 100ft at one point, but the Puma took no notice of us 
and continued walking. What an amazing thing to see, we couldn’t believe our luck as we drove back to the hotel. 
Mission accomplished. 
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A thrilling encounter with a Puma. 
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28th November - Torres del Paine NP 

 

White-throated Treerunner is a Funariid that feeds like a nuthatch. 

After another hearty breakfast we set off and had our first birding stop in a small woodland nearby. There had 
been records of the huge Magallanic Woodpecker in this area, but again there was no sign. We did add the 
distinctive White-throated Treerunner, plus some other species with which we were now well acquainted, 
namely Thorn-tailed Rayadito, Black-chinned Siskin, Austral Blackbird, and Patagonian Sierra Finch. In the park, 
we again turned off towards Lago Gray and on the way enjoyed a nice close Crested Caracara and several Austral 
Parakeets. We crossed the large footbridge at Rio Pinto and walked through the mature forest with large trunked 
trees and many rotting trunks. It looked perfect for the Magallanic Woodpecker but they still eluded us. We saw 
more Austral Parakeets here and passing down onto the beach below we had nice close views of Dark-bellied 
Cinclodes and Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant, which was new for the trip.  
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Rufous-tailed Plantcutter is an attractive member of the cotinga family. 

On the way back, after much effort, we finally found the Austral Pygmy-Owl which had many small birds mobbing 
it. Crossing back over the footbridge we also spotted a handsome pair of Torrent Ducks resting on a rock in the 
river. A final treat was a juvenile Chilean Hawk that grabbed a parakeet in flight and fell to the floor with it. It may 
have bitten off more than it could chew, and the parakeet escaped but we watched the hawk through the scope 
at our leisure. After lunch at the same café, we tried for the tough Austral Rail at a lake and heard them close 
although couldn’t coax them out. On the way back we stopped to watch a delightful family of Flying Steamer-
Ducks with chicks practicing their diving and another huge Andean Condor flying over. Next, we stopped in at the 
camp site at Lago Pehoé where we added the attractive Rufous-tailed Plantcutter and Tufted Tit-Tyrant, both of 
which posed beautifully for photos. Our last bird of the day was an Austral Negrito which hopped around on the 
road next to our vehicle. It had been a remarkable time spent in the park. Quite unforgettable. 
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29th November – Torres del Paine to Pali-Aike 

 

Guanacos are everywhere in Patagonia. 

We were sad to be leaving the Amazing Torres del Paine NP. It had been some of the most spectacular scenery I 
have seen in my life and incredible sightings. We enjoyed our final breakfast buffet and packed up the vehicle. 
There was a viewpoint along the entrance road and we had stopped to take scenery pictures every time we had 
passed. Today was no exception and we took more photos of the mountains which were half shrouded in mist 
and clouds. It rained on an off during the morning and we just had a few stops, including for a perched Black-
chested Buzzard-Eagle, plenty of Andean Condors, countless Upland Geese, a Cinereous Harrier in flight, a Fire-
eyed Diucon, and of course the ever-present Guanacos. The clients were gracious enough to permit me to meet 
up with a family member on the way, which was a huge coincidence. Afterwards, we filled up with gas and found 
a small tire repair shop that fixed our flat. We then enjoyed a lunch in a local restaurant. The proprietor was 
overjoyed to have us and he described at length how hard it had been during the pandemic with no tourists. After 
lunch we hit the road again and had a very long and boring drive, most of the way back to Punta Arenas, then 
turning onto another road towards the Argentinian Border and the Pali-Aike NP. The places we had stayed in until 
now had been quite comfortable, but tonight’s was, let’s say rustic. It was cozy and warm though, and served a 
hearty home-cooked dinner which we all enjoyed. 
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30th November – Pali-Aike to Punta Arenas  

 

Tawny-throated Dotterel is one of the most distinctive shorebirds in the world. 

We were woken by a noisy Cordilleran Canastero calling outside our doors. After breakfast, we set off and drove 
up a dry valley where we stopped briefly to photograph a Gray-hooded Sierra Finch. The road climbed up to a flat 
area known as Pampa Larga. Here we saw Lesser Rhea, plus our first Two-banded Plover, Least Seedsnipe and 
Common Miner. We continued up towards the national park and on the way spotted one of our main targets of 
the morning, Tawny-throated Dotterel. We drove up to Pali Aike NP and had a nice introductory talk by a park 
ranger in which she told us all about the park and showed us some ancient flint tools that had been found in the 
area. We drove up there, seeing several birds on the way, including Black-faced Ibis, Austral Negrito, Scale-
throated Earthcreeper and numerous Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrants on the old lava flow. We hiked up to a 
cave in an extinct volcano. The site was very impressive crater and was filled with a herd of Guanaco. It was the 
windiest place any of us had ever been and we were almost swept off our feet. We found shelter in the cave, 
where aboriginal people had once lived. We retreated back to the vehicle and drove to Laguna Ana looking for 
flamingos, but found none.  
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Elegant Crested Tinamou was a great find. 

We drove back to Punta Delgada for lunch and enjoyed a delicious home cooked meal. The cozy restaurant had 
bird photos on the walls, and it seemed that the owner of the hostal was a keen bird photographer. There was a 
picture of a tinamou and the cook told us that the photo was taken nearby along the coast. I thought it was worth 
trying for. We drove along the road towards the ferry to Tierra del Fuego, then turned off. There were lots of 
waterbirds here, with Coscoroba Swan, Crested Duck, Red Shovelor, Chiloe Wigeon, Magellanic Oystercatcher, 
and our first Hudsonian Godwits. There was a small peninsular where we drove along, Lo and behold, we spotted 
a pair of Elegant Crested Tinamous. We got a couple of quick snaps, then drove closer but they seemed to melt 
away into the bushes. I spotted a new bird, the Austral Canastero, which we had a quick look at before we 
spotted the tinamous very close. We got great photos of this tricky bird. One tinamou in the bag, we went in 
search of the other. Patagonian Tinamou. Despite a long drive through likely habitat, we failed to find any and in 
the end we had to give up the search and set off back to Punta Arenas a couple of hours away. On the way we had 
one more special sighting which was a marvellous Molina’s Hog-nosed Skunk. What a great way to finish the day! 
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1st December – Punta Arenas to Santiago 

 

White-crested Elaenia was a common bird of Patagonian forests. 

With some people not feeling well this morning and just a few hours left before our flight, I ventured up to the 
Magallanes forest reserve for a short walk. I was still hoping for a lucky Magellanic Woodpecker which are 
occasionally seen here. There was no break from the crazy winds and all I saw were trees being blowing around 
like rag dolls. A few common birds hopped around in the bushes like Austral Thrush, House Wren and White-
crested Elaenia, but no woodpeckers emerged or anything else new for our trip list. It was an invigorating walk, 
but time came to head back to the hotel check out and set off for the airport and our flight back to Santiago. It 
had been a short but productive trip in this wild and windswept land at the end of the world. 
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BIRD LIST 

View the eBird trip report here, with photos & locations:  S Chile - eBird Trip Report    

Rheas (Rheidae)  
Lesser Rhea Rhea pennata 
 
Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl (Anatidae) 
Black-necked Swan Cygnus melancoryphus 
Coscoroba Swan Coscoroba coscoroba 
Upland Goose Chloephaga picta 
Flying Steamer-Duck Tachyeres patachonicus 
Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides 
Spectacled Duck Speculanas specularis 
Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 
Silver Teal Spatula versicolor 
Red Shoveler Spatula platalea 
Chiloe Wigeon Mareca sibilatrix 
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica 
Yellow-billed Teal Anas flavirostris 
Lake Duck Oxyura vittata 
 
Flamingos (Phoenicopteridae)  
Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis 
 
Grebes (Podicipedidae)  
White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland 
Great Grebe Podiceps major 
Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis 
 
Pigeons and Doves (Columbidae) 
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 
 
Rails, Gallinules, and Coots (Rallidae) 
Austral Rail  Rallus antarcticus                 H 
Red-gartered Coot Fulica armillata 
White-winged Coot Fulica leucoptera 
 
Magellanic Plover (Pluvianellidae) 
Magellanic Plover Pluvianellus socialis 
 
Oystercatchers (Haematopodidae) 
Magellanic Oystercatcher Haematopus leucopodus 
 
Plovers and Lapwings (Charadriidae) 
Tawny-throated Dotterel Oreopholus ruficollis 
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Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 
Two-banded Plover Charadrius falklandicus 
 
Seedsnipes (Thinocoridae)  
Least Seedsnipe Thinocorus rumicivorus 
 
Sandpipers and Allies (Scolopacidae) 
Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica 
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 
White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
Magellanic Snipe Gallinago magellanica 
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
 
Skuas and Jaegers (Stercorariidae) 
Chilean Skua Stercorarius chilensis 
 
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers (Laridae) 
Brown-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus maculipennis 
Dolphin Gull Leucophaeus scoresbii 
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 
 
Shearwaters and Petrels (Procellariidae) 
Southern Giant-Petrel Macronectes giganteus 
 
Cormorants and Shags (Phalacrocoracidae) 
Magellanic Cormorant Leucocarbo magellanicus 
Imperial Cormorant Leucocarbo atriceps 
 
Ibises and Spoonbills (Threskiornithidae) 
Black-faced Ibis Theristicus melanopis 
 
New World Vultures (Cathartidae) 
Andean Condor   Vultur gryphus 
 
Hawks, Eagles, and Kites (Accipitridae) 
Cinereous Harrier Circus cinereus 
Chilean Hawk Accipiter chilensis 
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
 
Owls (Strigidae)  
Austral Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium nana 
 
Woodpeckers (Picidae)  
Chilean Flicker Colaptes pitius 
 
Falcons and Caracaras (Falconidae) 
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 
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Chimango Caracara Daptrius chimango 
American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
 
New World and African Parrots (Psittacidae) 
Austral Parakeet Enicognathus ferrugineus 
 
Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers (Furnariidae) 
Common Miner Geositta cunicularia 
White-throated Treerunner Pygarrhichas albogularis 
Scale-throated Earthcreeper Upucerthia dumetaria 
Buff-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus 
Dark-bellied Cinclodes Cinclodes patagonicus 
Thorn-tailed Rayadito Aphrastura spinicauda 
Austral Canastero Asthenes anthoides 
Cordilleran Canastero Asthenes modesta 
 
Cotingas (Cotingidae)  
Rufous-tailed Plantcutter Phytotoma rara 
 
Tyrant Flycatchers (Tyrannidae) 
Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus 
White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps 
Austral Negrito Lessonia rufa 
Spectacled Tyrant Hymenops perspicillatus 
Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola maculirostris 
Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola capistratus 
Fire-eyed Diucon Pyrope pyrope 
 
Swallows (Hirundinidae)  
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
Chilean Swallow Tachycineta leucopyga 
 
Wrens (Troglodytidae)  
House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
 
Thrushes and Allies (Turdidae)  
Austral Thrush Turdus falcklandii 
 
Old World Sparrows (Passeridae) 
House Sparrow (Introduced) Passer domesticus 
 
Wagtails and Pipits (Motacillidae) 
Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera 
 
Finches, Euphonias, and Allies (Fringillidae) 
Black-chinned Siskin Spinus barbatus 
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New World Sparrows (Passerellidae) 
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 
 
Troupials and Allies (Icteridae)  
Long-tailed Meadowlark Leistes loyca 
Austral Blackbird Curaeus curaeus 
Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius 
 
Tanagers and Allies (Thraupidae) 
Gray-hooded Sierra Finch Phrygilus gayi 
Patagonian Sierra Finch Phrygilus patagonicus 
Mourning Sierra Finch Rhopospina fruticeti 
 
  

iNaturalist 
Please check iNaturalist for photos & locations for the following species 

Observations · iNaturalist 

MAMMALS  
Ctenomyidae  
Magellanic tuco-tuco Ctenomys magellanicus   
 
Myocastoridae (coypus)  
Coypu Myocastor coypus   
 
Leporidae (rabits, hares)  
European Hare Lepus europaeus 
 
Felidae (cats)  
Cougar Puma concolor   
 
Canidae (dogs, foxes)  
Culpeo Lycalopex culpaeus   
 
Mephitidae  
Molina's hog-nosed skunk Conepatus chinga   
 
Camelidae (camels, llamas)  
Guanaco Lama guanicoe   

 

  REPTILES 

  Liolaemidae (South American lesser iguanas) 

  Sarmiento’s Patagonian Lizard     Liolaemus sarmientoi  


