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TOUR LEADERuan Carlos Figueroa

Reportby Juan Carlos Figueroa; photos by Juan Carlos and Laurie Kleespies

This tour was run in three partSlick here for the trip report for Part 2, the East
Click here for the trip report for Part 3, the Northwest

Among all the hummingbirds we saiainbow Starfrontletruly stood outt it was one of the species that most fascinated our
group (aurie Kleespigs 41 hummngbird species were seen on this part of the Hummingbird Extravaganza, in 12 days of birding.
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Thefirst chapterof the HUMMINGBIRIEXTRAVAGANZAAoOk uson aremarkablejourneyacrosshe southern
Andesand Amazonianfoothills of Ecuador,exploringa wide range of habitats from windswept paramo to
tropical dry forest, all in pursuit of someof the countryGs rarestand most spectaculabirds. Ledby Ecuadorian
guide JuanCarlosFigueroathis portion of the tour beganin Cuencaand wrappedup twelve dayslater in the
coastalcity of Guayaquilhavingtraversedsomeof the mostbird-rich ecosystem®n the continent.

Our route included iconic locations such as CajasNational Park, Cerro de Arcos, TapichalacaZamora,
Buenaventura,and lesser known but equally productive gems like Caminoal Cielo, Utuana, Jorupe,and
Zapotillo. Thesesites offered us not only exceptionalhnummingbirddiversity T with specieslike Rainbow
beardedThornbill,NeblinaMetaltail, Velvetpurple Coronet,Purplethroated SunangelSpangledCoquette,El
Oro Parakeet,and Clubwinged Manakin T but also a remarkablelist of regional endemicsand Choco,
Tumbesianand Amazoniarspecialties.

Duringthis first part of the tour, we recordedan impressive41 speciesof hummingbirds,12 of which were
only seenon this southernleg, makingit a critical regionfor anyoneaimingto experiencethe full spectrumof
Ecuadots hummingbird diversity. Standoutspeciesincluded Violetthroated Metaltail, SpangledCoquette,
RainbowbeardedThornbill, RainbowStarfrontlet, Wire-crested Thorntail,and TumbesHummingbird,among
others.
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In total, we recorded closeto 400 bird species,and amongthe many highlights were these moments of
genuineawe:

T

T
T

Watchinga JocotocoAntpitta appearin the misty forests of Tapichalacajust metersfrom where the
speciesvasfirst discoveredn 1997.

Afamily of GreyTinamouscalmlyfeedingjust metersfrom a secludedblind in Copalinga.

A juvenile Blackand-chestnut Eagleperching in the canopyin PodocarpudNP1 an emblem of hope
andone of Ecuadoésrarestraptors.

A male Longwattled Umbrellabird booming at a lek in Buenaventura,followed hours later by a
perchedBlackandwhite Owlto closeout the day.

And, not to be forgotten, a perfectly timed encounterwith the endangeredEl Oro Parakeet,calmly
preeningat eyelevel.

From Andean lakes at 14000 feet to lowland forest riverbanks, from swarms of tanagersto solitary
tyrannulets, and from secretivemanakinsto flamboyanthummingbirds,the first part of the Hummingbird
Extravaganzdelivereda nonstopstreamof colors, song, rarities, andwonders.

While this portion of the tour concludedin Guayaquilmmanyparticipantscontinuedon to the secondandthird
legs, exploring the eastern and northern slopesof the Andes.But for those who sharedin the magic of
southern Ecuador,these twelve dayswill be rememberedas a deep dive into the heart of one of South
America'gyreatestbirding frontiers.

SpangledCoquettewasone of the 41 hummingbirspeciesthat stolethéeartso ur guestéduringthe trip. (LaurieKleespies
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2"dMarch 2025¢ Arrival to Cuencayisit CajaNational Parkand HermanosPradoReserve.

Thefirst part of our HUMMINGBIREXTRAVAGANEKkkedoff bright and earlywith the 3 NP dntid@lat the
Cuencaairport. Onceeveryonewas gathered,we smoothly made our way out of the city and headedwest
towardsthe dramatichigh-altitude landscape®f CajadNationalPark.

Our birding adventureofficially beganjust outside the park, in a protected areanear the famousdHermanos
t NJ ReStaurant.No soonerhadwe parkedthe vanthan we were greetedby our first speciesof the tript
PlumbeousSierraFincht afitting welcomecommittee for what promisedto be an unforgettabletour. Within
minutes,the sharpcallsof Tit-like Dacnisdrew our attention to a standof flowering Gynoxyshrubs.With a bit
of patience,we enjoyedrepeated views of both the brilliant malesand subtle femalesflitting through the
foliager thoughthey g S NRByyit@dboperativeenoughfor goodphotos!

While still enjoyingthe dacnisspectaclewe were thrilled to spot our first hummingbirdof the tour: a glowing
male Bluemantled Thornbill, hoveringnearbylike a sapphirein flight.

TheBluemantled Thornbillwasthe first hummingbirdspecieswve observedduringthe tour, spottedduringour visitto Cajas
NationalPark.(LaurieKleespies
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We continued birding around the area, pickingup a few more specialtiesin the busheswhernt suddenly
someonespotted movementin the distance.Toour amazementa ParamoFox(Culpeo)wvastrotting toward a
smalllagoon!It pausedbriefly before slippingawayupon noticingus, but scanninghe areafor the fox led us
to abonusbird: a solitaryAndeanTealglidingacrosshe water.

Hopeful for more hummingbird action, we moved to a spot with numerous Chuquiraguaplants, fingers
crossedo find the famed EcuadoriarHillstar. Unfortunately,the flowerswere not in bloom,andthey g S NB y Q
around. Still, we lingeredto enjoy the high Andeanatmosphereand our persistencepaid offt A short walk
deeperinto a patch of Polylepisforest brought our first real moment of hummingbird magic: success'A
discreetbut clear view of a male Violetthroated Metaltail, quietly perchedamongthe Polylepisbranches.
Thoughhe R A Rsyaglang, the sightingwascrispenoughto thrill everyona and left useagerfor more.

Not long after, we hearda burst of mixedbird callsnearby.Followingthe sound,we found ourselvesamidsta

lively mixed-speciesflock, including SpectacledRedstarts,CinereousConebills, White-throated Tyrannulets,
andthe undeniablestar of the show:a bold GiantConebilt oneof the high! Yy R Bid@s@oughtafter species,
foragingalongthe tree trunk of Polylepigrees.

~

S0 R
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Within a smallmixedflock, we spotted a pair of GiantConebillsactivelypeelingthe bark of Polylepidreesin searchof insects.
(LaurieKleespies
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After the flock movedon, we madeour way backto the vehicleand continuedtoward the LagunaToreadora
area, nestledwithin the park at an elevation of about 12,800feet (3,900 meters). Breathingwas noticeably
harderhere,or maybeit wasthe viewsthat were simplybreathtaking.Thesurroundingmountainsframedthe
lagoonin cinematicfashiort truly one of the most beautiful nationalparksin the country.

We descendedriefly to a viewpointand exploredmore Chuquiraguaatchesin searchof nectarfeeders,but
againthe flowers were closed and hummingbirdsabsent. Still, we enjoyed more encounterswith Violet-
throated Metaltail, anotherTit-like Dacnisand a few additionalhighlandspecies.

Eventually the cloudsthickened,and a soft drizzleturned into heavierrain. With spirits still high but clothes
getting damp, we headedto a cozylocal restaurantjust outside the park, where we enjoyeda hot meal of
freshlycaughttrout, servedwith mountainhospitality.

By the time we finishedlunch, the rain had intensified and the group opted to headbackto the hotel for a
well-earnedrest after the early start. A greatfirst day, with severalspecialbirds under our belt and plenty of
anticipationfor what lay ahead!

3'dMarch 2025¢ Caminoal Cieloarea& YunguillaReserve.

Originally,ii 2 R IpRrthad us returning to CajasNational Park, this time exploringthe lower elevationsin
searchof a different set of highlandspecies However,after sucha productivemorningon Day1t combined
with the closureof the lower park entranca we decidedto go with the flow and switchthingsup a bit. And
sometimesasbirdersknow, flexibility bringsits own rewards.

Our alternative?A visit to the wonderfullynamed Caminoal Cielo("Roadto Heaven"),a forestedridge often
reliable for the elusive Redfaced Parrot. We ascendedto this site full of anticipation, taking in the lush
greeneryand expansiveviewsaswe birded alongthe trail. Unfortunately,the parrots decidedto keepa low
profile that morning, but we certainly R A RIga@aempty-handed. One of the highlightswas a productive
mixed-speciesflock, where two incredibly cooperative Plushcapsstole the showt gleaminggolden crowns
catchingthe light asthey foragedright in front of the group. Everyonemanagedfantasticviews, and spirits
soared.(photo belowby LaurieKleespiesWe pushedon to anotherpatchof forest nearbyandwere rewarded
again: another small flock brought us Turquoise Jays,Mountain Caciques.and a nice supporting cast of

Andeanspecies

d

.
b

» , A ra® A |
TS lay

www.tropicalbirding.com +1-409-515-9110 info@tropicalbirding.com




Tropical Birding Trip Report Ecuador Hummingbird Extravaganza (The Southg March 2025

......

£ = (' > i _— . 5

We discovereda magicalcornerof forest, where a tangleof Passionflowewrines(Passifloraspp.x afavorite of the legendarySword
billed Hummingbird wasin full bloom.We waited patiently, hopingthe long-billed specialistvould appear,but it neverdid.
Instead,we were visitedby a smallgroupof Mountain Caciqueswhich put on awonderful show,offering fantasticviewsasthey
movedenergeticallythroughthe floweringbranches(LaurieKleespies

Bylate morning,we headedsouthwardfrom Cuencaowardsthe warmerinter-Andeanvalleysof Santalsabel
and Yunguillawhere a very specialbird awaitedus. After lunch,we met with alocalrangerfrom the Jocotoco
Foundationand arrangedan afternoon visit to their YunguillaReserve home of one of 9 O dzI Raesth &
endemics.

We set off on foot down the reservetrail, crossinga small creekthat added a touch of adventureto the
journeyt nothing too difficult, just enoughto make the hike memorable! Our destinationwas a quiet area
known well by AngelOtavalo,one of the ¥ 2 dzy R |- dadic&edridens,and a placewhere he sometimes
leavesfood for the criticallyendangered?aleheadedBrushfinch.
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Oneof the mostanticiptédmomentsof the day cameafter a short wait and a pleasantwalkthroughthe reserve At Iat, this
Ecuadoriarendemicwondert the PaleheadedBrushfinch(Atlapetespallidicep$t madeits appearanceThebird steppedout right
in front of the group, offering spectaculaviewsto everyonepresent.(LaurieKleespies

Thisspeciespncethought extinct, hasone of the smallestrangesof anybird in the country,and seeingit was
highon S @ S NE wish &1Q%0, we sat. We waited. And thent successiA PaleheadedBrushfinchemerged
guietly from the vegetation,perchinglongenoughfor everymemberof the groupto get greatviewsandeven
afew photos. Theexcitementwaspalpable.

We remainedin the area a little longer and were rewarded again, with additional looks at Graybrowed
Brushfinchand other local speciesbefore the PaleheadedBrushfinchreappearedonce more, offering even
better viewsthe secondtime around. It wasa magicalmoment, and one that stood out asa favorite of the
day.

Asthe afternoonfaded,we returned to our lodge,squeezingn a bit more birding aroundthe groundsbefore
winding down for the evening.After a full day of unexpectedtwists, cooperativerarities, and wonderful
sceneryjt wastime to restup for the adventuresstill ahead.
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March 4" ¢ Inti Kamari,Cerrode Arcos,and Huashapampa&eserve

We kicked off the morning with some relaxedbirding around the scenicgroundsof our lodge, Inti Kamari.
With breakfastservedagainsta panoramicAndeanbackdrop,we spenta peacefulstart to the day scanning
the nearbyforest and scrub.A variety of speciesnadeappearances nothingtoo flashy,but enoughto keep
the binocularsup and coffee mugsmomentarilyforgotten.

After breakfast,we hit the road towards one of the most anticipatedsites of the tour: Cerrode Arcos.This
high-altitude ridge is home to one of 9 O dzI ReéhWXjewelss Bluethroated Hillstar, an ultra-endemic
hummingbirdrestricted solelyto this isolatedmountaintop. Spiritswere high aswe drove upward, and along
the way, we were entertained by severalhyperactiveBandtailed SierraFinchesperforming aerial display
flightst asuresignthat the rainy seasorwasbeginningto stir up breedingbehavior.

& - A . - N~ Lat
Wewatcheda male Bandtailed SierraFinchperchedhighatop a shrub,singingboldly andlaunchinginto acrobaticdisplayflights,
leapinginto the air andfluttering backdownin elegantloopst allin an effort to impressnearbyfemales.lt wasa perfectsnapshot

of breedingseasorenergyin the high Andes.(LaurieKleespies)

However, adventure soon took an unexpectedturn. As we approachedthe base of Cerro de Arcos,we
encountereda swollen streamt ordinarily a minor creek, now transformed by recent rains into a raging
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current that had carvedacrossthe road. With no viableway to crossit safelyby vehicleor foot, we had to
acceptthe reality: reachingthe K A f f Rahitat WeBndt goingto be possiblethat day.

Ratherthan dwell on the detour, we took it asan opportunity to bird the surroundingarea. A nearbypatch of
dry scrubproducedsomenicefinds,includingFulvousfacedScrubTyrantsand PeruvianMeadowlarksamong
other regional specialties.We even heard a nearby Andean Tinamou, althought as is often the casa it
remainedfrustratinglyinvisiblein the thick undergrowth.

’ p i > 4 y ,,:-';“ -
Therain had arevitalizingeffect on the dry forestecosystem everythingfelt aliveand reawakenedBirdswere burstingwith
activity,andamongthem, a male PeruvianMeadowlarkstood out, singingenergeticallyffrom anopenperch,hisbrilliant red chest
glowingagainstthe freshlymoistenedlandscape(LaurieKleespies)

With our route blocked,we adjustedthe R I &@réand beganheadingnorthward towards Saragurobirding
the road alongthe way. Flexibility paid off againwhen sharp eyespicked out a fantastic duo of Peruvian
PygmyOwls two individuals,side by side, in strikingly different color morphs. One was the more typical
brown, while the other glowedin a rich rufous tone. Both gaveprolongedviewsto the delight of the entire
groupt easilyoneofthe R | &nighdights.
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Ma

icalsightingof a PeruvianPygmyOwl, perchedin the openwith its crownfeathersfully raised,trying to appearlargerand more
intimidatingt a classidisplayof boldnessfrom suchatiny predator. (LaurieKleespies)

«Q

Laterin the afternoon, we arrived at HuashapampaReserve just outside Saraguro.Thisremnant patch of
humid montane forest is an ecologicaltreasure trovet dripping with epiphytes, mosses,bromeliads,and
orchids, and representinga habitat type now vanishingfrom much of the region. Our main target here?
Another attempt for the elusive Redfaced Parrot. We exploreda promisingarea deep within the reserve,
envelopedin the cool shadeof the Andeancanopy.Theforest felt ancientand alive,and thoughwe managed
to pick up a nice assortmentof birds, the parrots once againproved to be ghostsof the treetopst heard
faintly, but neverseen.Despitethe miss,spiritsremainedhigh after a full day of surprisesscenicbeauty,and
someincrediblebirds. We wrappedup the daybackat our lodgein Saragurotired but content, and readyfor
the nextlegof the journey.

March 5" ¢ HuashapampdaReserveojaWetlands,and Copalinga_odge

We beganthe day onceagainin the lush, mist-ladenforestsof Huashapamp&eservereturningfor a second
attempt at someof the specialtieswe had hopedto catchthe day before. Morning brought noticeablymore
bird activity, and the forest wasalive with soundand motion. Highlightsincludeda stunningRufousbreasted
ChatTyrant, a couple of Rainbow Starfrontlets shimmeringin the undergrowth, and a brief but welcome
sightingof a Little Sunangeldarting through shaftsof morninglight. We alsoheard a distant AndeanPygmy
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Owl respondingto playback,but despiteour efforts to locateit, the owl remainedtuckedawayin the dense
vegetation.

AshyBeardedGuanwasspotted perchedhighin a fruiting tree, quietly feedingamongthe branches Thoughelusiveby nature, this
individualallowedusjust enoughtime to admireits subtlebeautyand unique presencen the canopy.(LaurieKleespies)

HFas
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While we patiently waited for the owl to show, we noticed a group of large birds percheddistantly in the
canopy.With a bit of carefulscopingand observation,we discoveredit wasa smallfamily group of Bearded
Guansquietly foragingin a fruiting treet a rare and rewardingsight of this normally shy speciesgoingabout
its businessundisturbed.

Onceagain,RedfacedParrotseludedust heardfaintly in the distance but neverseen.Still,the experienceof
birding sucha pristine and rare forest type wasa reward in itself, and the group thoroughly enjoyedsoaking
up the beauty and biodiversityof the site. Fromthere, we beganour journey eastwardtoward Zamora,but
not before makinga detour nearLojato visita smallurbanparkknownasParqueColinar,a site knownamong
local birders for waterbirds and some urban surprises.We enjoyeda leisurelywalk around the LJ Nfjosna
andtrails, whichturned out to be unexpectedlybirdy.

Assoonaswe steppedout of the van,we hearda loud and complexsongcomingfrom the densestpart of a
nearbytree. We pausedand waited patiently to seethe sourca andsoonspotted a pair of FasciatedNrens,
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busily working on a large, dome-shapednest made of twigs and plasticfibers, an impressivefeat of urban
adaptation.

— -

Atfirst, they were difficult to e,stayinghidden dgepithin te tangldbranchesButwith a bit of patience the pair of Fasciated
Wrensgraduallymovedtoward the outer partsof the shrub,givingus better viewsasthey skillfullyworkedon their nestt a
testamentto their adaptabilityand cooperativebehavior.(LaurieKleespies)

Chiguancarhrusheswere absolutelyeverywhere givingus great looks at this often-overlookedspecies.But

the real surprise came when we reachedthe edge of the lagoon:two juvenile Common Gallinuleswere
swimmingboldly in openwater, both displayingunusuallypale plumagea entirely white bodieswith red eyes.

Most likely albinojuveniles this wasa highlyunusualsightingand had everyonereachingfor their cameras.

The park continued to impress, as we encountered several PlumbeousRailg including both adults and
juvenileg foragingboldly out in the open.We watchedthem feeding,interacting,and evenchasingoff other

birds, which madefor a fantasticbehavioralshow. For manyin the group, thesewere the bestviewsii K S & Q R
everhadof anyrail speciesafamily usuallynotoriousfor brief, skittishappearances.
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TheChiguancd hrushis arather localizedspeciesn Ecuadornot typicallyeasyto find acrossmuchof the country. Butin Parque
Colinar they were remarkablyabundant,hoppingalongthe pathsandsingingfrom treetopsasif they ownedthe place.(Laurie
Kleespies)

After wrappingup our time at the park, we headedto a nearbyrestaurantto enjoy a hearty lunch of typical
Lojanocuisina awell-earnedrewardatfter a surprisinglyproductiveurbanbirdingstop.

In the early afternoon, we resumedour drive toward Zamora,arrivingat our lodget Copalinga around3:00
PM.We had just enoughtime to settle into our roomsbefore headingout again.At 4:00 PM, we met up with
Walter, the friendly local ranger,for a short hike to one of the f 2 R #8sfspecialfeatures:a mini blind just
300 meters from the main deck, set up for one of the most elusiveand enigmaticbirds of the tourt Gray
Tinamou.We settled in at the blind and waited in silence.While we waited, a few bonus birds made an
appearance mostnotablya White-crowned Tapaculoandthen somethingevenmore unexpected:a Rufous
Motmot! Thislowland Amazoniarspeciess rarely recordedat this elevation,and it turned out to be one of
the first documentedsightingsof this bird in the upper zone of Zamora.Shortly after the motmot vanished
into the understory, the real magic happened.With ghostlike grace,a Grey Tinamouemergedfrom the
shadowsto feed on the corn laid out earlier. Butit ¢ I & #léh&. Three smallertinamous presumablyits
juvenile offspring, now beginningto show grayishadult plumagea followed closelybehind. The sight of a
family group of this notoriously shy species,calmly feedingin front of us, left everyonestunned. Cameras
clicked.Binocularsvere raised.But for awhile, most of us simplywatched,spellbound.
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Averyrare andfascinatingobservationcamein the form of two albino CommonGallinules calmlyforagingtogetherin the pond.

Theirentirely white plumageandred eyesstood out dramaticallyagainstthe ¢ | i SINEL& anunusualandstrikingsight. (Laurie
Kleespies)

After this incredibleencounter,we slowly made our way backdown the trail, pickingup a few mixedspecies
flocksalonghe way, includingdazzlingBlue-necked,Spotted, Yellowbellied TanagersEcuadoriarlTyrannulet,
amongothers. But asbeautiful asthey were, nothing could outshinethe imageof thosetinamousetchedinto
our minds.We endedthe daywith arelaxeddinner at the lodge,still buzzingfrom what wassurelyone of the
most unforgettablemomentsof the trip sofar.
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A beautlfulfamllyof GrayTlnamousemergedqwetIyfrom the forest Theadultwassurprlsmglwonfldent wh|Ie the chicks
remainedtimid, stickingcloseto the undergrowth.Eventuallythe entire groupbeganfeedingcalmlyright in front of us, offeringan
incredibleandintimate momentthat left everyonecompletelycaptivated.(LaurieKleespies)

March 6" ¢ PodocarpusNational Park(Bombuscaraentrance)& Paquishahummingbird

We set off early once again, enjoying a fresh breakfastat CopalingaLodgebefore preparingfor a day of
immersionin one of the mostbiodiversenationalparksin the worldt PodocarpudNationalPark.Ourentrance
point for the daywasRioBombuscarothe LJI Nlijseaasternflank knownfor its towering Amazoniarfoothill
forestanda suite of rare birdsfound almostnowhereelse.

But before we evenreachedthe trailhead,a serendipitousstop alongthe road yieldedwhat would alreadybe
a highlight of the day: the distinct vocalizationsof White-neckedParakeetsang out from the roadside.We
quickly pulled over, scannedthe area, and sure enought a small group of these gorgeous,nearendemic
parrots was perchednearby, calmlyfeedingnear a landslide. Thesebirds, tightly linked to the Cordilleradel
Coéndor in southeastern Ecuador,are not only rare and rangerestricted, but also stunningly beautiful.
Everyoneenjoyedprolongedviewsand photographyopportunitiesasthe parakeetslicked mineralsfrom the
exposedeartht criticalfor balancingheir nutrient-rich, but often toxin-laden,herbivorousdiet.
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A photo that perfectly capturesone of the most memorablemomentsof the trip: a smallfamily groupof White-neckedParakeets
restingquietly besidea landslidewherethey were gleaningmineralsaltsfrom the exposedsoil. Thebirdswere relaxed the setting
serene,andthe experienceunforgettable.

(LaurieKleespies)
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With this major target in the bag so early, we entered Podocarpusn high spirits. Thetrail from Bombuscaro
followsa 1.5-kilometer path through primaryrainforest,climbinggentlytoward a rangerstation nestledin the
densegreenery.Theforest here is cathedratlike: immensetrees reaching40¢50 meters,tangledvines,and a
thick understorymadebirding challenging but wonderfullyatmospheric.

Despitethe visualchallengesthe group handledit well, and we were rewardedwith mixed flocksbrimming
with colorful tanagers,including Paradise,Golden,and Flamefaced Tanager.Upon arriving at the ranger
station, we fanned out quietly and scannedthe surroundingcanopy.A rustle and a dark silhouette brought
suddenexcitement abrief glimpseof an Amazoniarlmbrellabird,skulkingthroughthe mid-story!

As we lingered in the area hoping for a secondlook, another vocalizationcaught our attention: Foothill
Elaeniaa subtle but interestingflycatcherthat we managedto seebriefly. Andthen camethe surpriseof the
dayt a majestic juvenile Blackand-chestnut Eagle perched near the treetops. This endangeredraptor is
seldom seen, and to find a healthy young individual in such pristine habitat gave us hope for its future.
Everyonesoakedin the viewsof this powerful yet rare predatort atrue privilege.

Whata moment! An absolutehlghllghtthat will be etchedm ourmemorlesforeverr seemgthls majesthuvemleBlackand-
chestnutEaglg perchedregallyabovethe forest. A rare and powerful encounterwith oneof 9 O dzI Rn@shiidetenedraptors.
(LaurieKleespies)
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We slowly made our way backdown the trail, catchinga flurry of hummingbirdactivity near a bloomingtree.
Among the nectar feeders were Forktailed Woodnymph, Blackthroated Brilliant, and White-crested
Thorntail,flitting betweenblossomsn burstsof emeraldandviolet.

After returning to the lodge and enjoyinglunch, we g S NBqyjit@ done for the day. By mid-afternoon, we
headed northeast of Zamoratoward a site near Paquisha,where a local man named Don Darwin has
cultivated a fantastichummingbirdgardenrich with flowering plantst especiallyibrant verbenas,a favorite
of our nexttarget: the dazzlingSpangledCoquette.

Atrue gent this fantasticyoungmaleSpanglecCduettesurpriéveryonéasheflitted into view, flashinghis distinctivecrestin
brief but dazzlingdisplays A momentof pure delightthat had everyonereachingfor their cameras(LaurieKleespies)

Our timing was perfect. Upon arrival, we were greeted by three different individualsof this tiny, jewelklike
species. A young male, his crest just beginningto grow in, dancedbetween blooms,joined by two females
feeding nearby. Watching their fast, erratic flights and iridescent flashes was a joy for allt and the
photographershadafield day.

Other hummingbird highlightsincluded Bluetailed Emeraldand Goldentailed Sapphire,makingthe garden
feellike alivingrainbow.
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We returned to Copalinggust in time for the final burst of late-afternoon activity. The lodge gardenslit up
with mixedflocksof tanagersanddifferent other species.

Dinnerthat night wasfilled with excitementand stories the kind of energyonly a day full of rare parrots,
flashyhummingbirds and surpriseeaglescanbring.
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AnadultandajuvenileLongtailed Tyrantput on a gracefulshow,sallyingout from the treetopsand expertlyhawkinginsectsin
mid-airt a perfectdisplayof aerialfinesseand coordination.(Lauriéleespies)

March 7" ¢ Copalinga_odge,CumbaratzaOld LojaZamoraRoad,and arrival in Tapichalaca

Our last morning at CopalingaLodgebeganwith a relaxed breakfastand another round of birding on the
beautifully landscapedyrounds.Asusual,the gardensdid not disappoint.Tanagersn everyimaginableshade
flitted throughthe parkingareatrees,providinga feastfor the eyes(andlenses).

Amongthe hummingbirds,a stunningadult White-crested Thorntail stole the show, flashinghis namesake
crest in full display.Justmoments later, a juvenile SpangledCoquette made another appearance zipping
between flowers alongsidespeciessuchas VioletheadedHummingbirdand Violet-fronted Brilliant. It wasa

magicalsendofffrom this easternAndeanfoothill paradise.

After wrappingup our morning session,we drove out toward a site near Cumbaratzapn the outskirts of
Zamora.Thisareaoffers an appealingmix of forest edge, secondarygrowth, and riverine habitatt ideal for
bird speciedhat are scarceor absentinsidethe nearbynationalpark.

Theareawasalivewith activity. We observedmultiple speciesof woodpeckersa greatdiversityof flycatchers,
and even more tanagers, some giving frame-filling views as they foraged just meters away. It was a
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wonderfully productivestop, cappedoff on the return drive with a tranquil FasciatedligerHeronrestingby a
rockystreant aperfectreminderof how wild andintact this regionstill is.

A BIuishgraySaItatorserenadedJswith its melodioussong,perchedin full view at the top of atreet a perfectcombinationof
soundandsightthat captivatedthe entire group.(LaurieKleespies)

Backat the lodge,we enjoyedlunch,packedour things,andhit the road onceagain.But before headingto our
nextbase we madetime for an afternoon excursionalongone of southern9 O dzI RndsiBleébratedbirding
routes:the OldLojaZamoraRoad,or asA Uk@b#namongbirders,the "hotspotK A A K g | & d €

Ourfirst stop wasa panoramicviewpointoverlookinga clean,fastflowing rivert idealhabitat for two species
we were hopingfor: White-cappedDipperand Torrent Duck.No luck with either on this first attempt, but we

did scoreTorrent Tyrannuletand Spotted Sandpiperaddingto our growinglist of riparian specialistsA short

drive further brought usto a tuckedaway waterfall known only to local guides.JuanCarlos,our guide, had

previouslyspotted somethingvery specialheret and sure enough,with some focused scanning,he did it

again: an Oilbird, roosting quietly in a shallow cave acrossthe gorge. Thoughpartially obscuredand at a

distance,the views were clear enoughto marvel at this bizarre nocturnal fruit-eater, typically found deep
insidecavesA lifebird for most of the group,anda total surprise After the buzzof that sighting,we continued
toward our next destination: Tapichalacd&keservehometo one of the mosticonicbirds of Ecuador(but more

onthat i 2 Y 2 NNWe@ndvedin time for dinner, where a final surpriseawaitedus. Antonio, our skilledand

ever-reliabledriver, revealedhis secondpassion:music.After dinner, he pulled out his guitar and serenaded
the group with severalsongs,including original compositions.The warmth, laughter, and applausethat

followed madefor a perfectcloseto a dayfull of discoverypeauty,and connection.
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Anasal repetitive songsuddenlycaughtour attention from just off the trailt the bird wasclose,but remainedhidden.We waited
quietly, scanninghe undergrowth,and soonpatiencepaid off: a strikingmale GreatAntshrikesteppedinto the open,givingthe
groupexcellentviewsbefore slippingbackinto the shadows (LaurieKleespies)

3 i e (L ekt ‘ .e S
ThisStriatedHeronposedbeautifullyfor us, perchedon the top of a bare,deadbrancht a perfectsilhouetteagainstthe overcast
sky,offering excellentviewsof its subtleplumageand patient demeanor.(LaurieKleespies)
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March 8 ¢ TapichalacaReserveand CerroMandango

We awoketo the crispmountainair of CasaSimpsonthe lodgewithin Tapichalac&eserveand gatheredfor
an early breakfast.Our anticipation was hight today we would seekout one of 9 O dzI R®suiEbaic and
storied birds:the JocotocoAntpitta. Accompaniedy Freddy,one of the NB & S deliG@diangerswe hiked
down a narrow trail into the densecloud forest. Alongthe way, Freddysharedthe remarkablehistory of the
JocotocoAntpittat a speciesdiscoveredcherein 1997that changedhe courseof bird conservationn Ecuador.
Its discoveryled to the creation of FundacionJocotoco,a movementthat would protect critical Andean
habitats acrossthe country. Sadly,the antpitta once habituatedto a feedingstation had vanishedin recent
months. No one knew exactlywhyt but Freddyhad another plan. He led usto a hiddentrail where a pair of
wild Jocotocosad recentlybeenreported. Reachinga smallviewingshelterdeepin the forest, we satquietly,
listening. Minutes passed.We heard soft rustling in the leaf litter, delicate branchmovements...Something
was definitely nearby.And thent it happened.A flash of movement,and suddenly,there it was: a Jocotoco
Antpitta, perchedboldly on an open branch.Forjust a few heart-stoppingsecondsjt remainedin full view,
long enoughto etch its ghostlyform into our memories.CamerasR A Rogtchit, but our eyeg and heartst
did.

Buzzingwith excitement,we continuedalongthe maintrail, which revealeda bounty of other treasures.One
of the first specieswe encounteredwas a lovely pair of Greerand-black Fruiteaters,quietly perchedand
feeding anelegantintroductionto the rich avifaunaof the area.

We had excellentviewsof a pair of Greenand-blackFruiteaters activelyfeedingon ripe berriesin the midstoryt avibrantand
satisfyingencounterwith one of the NI 3 Antbsfeautiful forest dwellers.(LaurieKleespies)

Amongthe hummingbirds,we found both Little Sunangeland Amethystthroated Sunangelglowingin the
understory shadows. A couple of mixed flocks brought us Grassgreen Tanagers,LacrimoseMountain
Tanagersand severalhigh-elevationgems.Oneof the most emotionalhighlightsof the morningcamefrom a
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